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Pacifica Synod Assembly Recap—May 10-11 
The Pacifica Synod held its 32th annu-

al assembly at Hope Lutheran Church in 

Palm Desert, May 9-11. Of the approxi-

mate 325 people present, at least 10 peo-

ple from St. Paul Lutheran were present 

as voting members, Synod Council Mem-

bers, and guests. Here below are some of 

our reflections of that event: 

 

FROM PASTOR 

MURRAY 

 St. Paul Lutheran 

had high visibility 

with two Synod 

Council members, 

one elected (Tom 

Pankow) as Synod 

Treasurer, and one re

-elected to a second term (Greta Goell-

rich). We had a full compliment of voting 

members— a young adult (Colin Farias), 

female and male lay voting members 

(Dawn and Rick Stone), a deacon (Lynne 

Prechel), and two clergy (Revs. David 

Hodgson and Murray Finck). We had two 

guests (Monica Farias and Rhoda Finck). 

St. Paul members were called forward on 

several occasions as recipients of Synod 

grant and awards for our special giving. 

Tom Pankow presented the Synod budget 

which was approved with full support. It 

was great seeing St. Paul Lutheran so ful-

ly involved in the life and ministry of the 

Pacifica Synod-ELCA.  

 

FROM DAWN STONE 

The 32nd Pacifica Synod Assembly 

opened with a thought-provoking theme: 

O Lord, Open My Ears: Listening for God 

while Listening to Each Other. Approxi-

mately six video-clips and three guest 

speakers later, we were all well-versed in 

the fine art of listening actively and listen-

ing with heart-felt sensitivity. Hearing is 

simply a physiological function, listening 

with an intention to understand is quite 

different. The resolutions echoed the pro-

found need to listen 

to God, listen to eth-

nic and cultural 

groups that are typi-

cally unlike life-long 

Lutherans, and most 

importantly, listen-

ing to the voice deep 

within the self. One 

resolution strongly encouraged full par-

ticipation of all rostered leaders in equity, 

diversity, and anti-racism training events. 

Discussion ensued among the lay partici-

pants who pondered why the training is 

optional rather than required as in most 

work environments…we hoped the cler-

gy were listening. Another resolution fea-

tured Agape House and their ability to 

listen carefully to students who are home-

less or hungry in their quest to become a 

sustainable on-campus ministry in San 

Diego. A third resolution supports a pro-

posed social statement concerning “Faith, 

Sexism, and Justice: A Lutheran Call to 

Action.” In this proposal, the aim is to 

understand the biblical interpretation of 

girls and women in ancient times as well 

as current attitudes about calling women 

SEE ASSEMBLY (Continued on page 10) 
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Did you know that you can volunteer to help out in the office? Most 

days are Fridays from 9 a.m. to 12 noon, with a few other weekdays 

when Lori goes on vacation. No experience necessary. Just answer 

the phone, stuff bulletins and be there to assist anyone stopping by.  

Contact Lori in the church office for more details! 

Council Corner 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

Thank you for your survey respons-

es and thoughtful comments on the 

current Sunday morning worship 

schedule. The Church Council, Staff, 

and Worship Schedule committee 

members are reviewing the responses 

as we discern our next steps. Although 

we have noted a minor decline in 

attendance (approximately a dozen 

members have not attended in 2019), 

the offering has not been significantly 

affected. Our dedicated pastoral leader-

ship of Pastor Murray Finck and Dea-

con Lynne Prechel, and our world-class 

music director, Chris Winn, diligently 

work to create and provide a meaning-

ful worship experience. I am grateful 

for their dedication and commitment to 

our congregation.  

The last Sunday for Enrichment 

time and Power Hour before taking a 

break for the summer will be June 2nd. 

Beginning June 9th, the summer Sun-

day morning worship schedule will be: 
 

9:30 am Fellowship  

10:00 am Worship Celebration 
 

We are very interested in your 

thoughts and appreciate your flexibil-

ity. Please feel free to reach out to me 

personally with any additional com-

ments. Let us pray for God to guide our 

church leadership and congregation 

members in remaining Christ-centered 

throughout the summer months.  

In Christ, 

Kathleen Preston 
Church Council President 

 

Call Committee Update 

A few weeks ago, the Synod pre-

sented us with three names of pastors 

for our consideration. We met to review 

their profiles and interview them over 

Zoom. Two of these candidates took 

themselves out of contention for the po-

sition during the interview process. One 

finalist was given more discernment 

and was brought to town for a personal 

visit. The Call Committee, after much 

prayer, decided to reject that pastor. It’s 

indeed frustrating for you because it 

has been a long wait already for a pas-

tor. The Call Committee has been frus-

trated itself, of course. This decision is 

very important to St. Paul, so we must 

make the “right” choice. Two of our 

neighboring Lutheran churches, Messi-

ah and St. Andrews, have had a very 

long call process as well. Please pray 

intently for us and them. We continue 

to work with Pacifica Synod.  

Thank you 
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Journeys  
Newsletter and  

Compass Bulletin  

Deadlines 
 

Articles for Journeys is by 

noon on the 15th of each 

month, Compass deadline 

is by noon on Monday for 

the following week’s bul-

letin. Please e-mail your  

information to Lori Sear-

geant at  

stpaulfullerton@gmail.com 

________________ 

Journeys is now being 

printed professionally, 

saving St. Paul L.C. an 

estimated $2500 a year in 

printing costs. We would 

like to thank our news-

letter sponsors. Please 

show your support by 

giving them your  

business. 

April Financial Highlights 

While the financial data may seem discouraging, the church has improved 

2019 YTD net income $13,024 over 2018. 

Thank you for your continued stewardship efforts of tithing, special offerings, 

and contributions of time and talents.  Together we rely on everyoneʹs joyful and 

sacrificial giving.  We do all this for the glory of God. 

You’re invited to join WELCA on a 

tour of the Nixon Library on June 22. 

We plan to meet at the library at 9:45, 

tour will begin at 10:00. Please sign up 

on the patio if you’re interested; cost is 

dependent on the size of our group (15 

or more in the group, cost is $19.00 

each). Any questions, contact Sue Be-

dell  

Blood Pressure Checks 
Last Sunday of the month 

9:30—10 a.m. in Parish Hall.  
 

Nixon Library Tour 

Our Annual Book Sale is scheduled for Saturday, 

August 3, , 8 a.m. – 1 p.m. and Sunday, August 4 

– 9 a.m. – Noon. Due to limited storage space, we 

cannot accept donated books before July 21, but 

you can start a box of books for donation now. 

Any genre will be happily accepted as well as 

books on DVD or CD and movie DVDs. If you 

have questions, please contact Janet Wolf, Carol 

Pankow, Debbie Makin or Joanne Larson. 

Annual Book Sale 

4  Apr‐19 
AVG 

MONTH  APR YTD 2019 
APR YTD 

2018 

ATTENDANCE  988  600  2399  2754 

TOTAL INCOME  $54,829  $36,635  $146,538  $170,915 

NET  $1,352  ‐$3,897  ‐$15,587  ‐$28,611 
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Summer Exercise Class to Start in June 

Summer blessings to everyone! I’m 

excited to tell you about the new chair 

exercise class I’ll be leading on Friday 

mornings at 10:00 am, starting on June 

28. It will be a combination of exercise, 

scripture passages, healthy snacks, and 

social interaction. Each person will use a 

chair to do sitting and standing exercis-

es, and handouts will be offered for you 

to take and continue your workout at 

home. Our goal is to be stronger in the 

core, legs, and arms. 

My own mother is 95, has lived in 

Fullerton all of her life, and was active 

in golf, tennis, sailing, and swimming 

most of her adult years. Now, she’s very 

slow, takes naps, and sits most of the 

time looking out at her garden (yes, she 

still lives at home, but with 24-hour 

care) and teasing her cat Misty. But she 

has some hand weights for keeping her 

arms moving, and a pedaling device to 

work her legs while sitting in a chair. 

We all can keep moving, no matter how 

many years we accumulate. 

I’ve been at St. Paul for over seven 

months, and as I walk alongside you as 

your Bridge Deacon, I 

see that all of us are 

aging, and I want to 

help us stay active, 

flexible, and strong in 

core, arms and legs. I 

don’t want anyone to 

take a fall and spend 

time in a rehabilitation 

facility, although I’m 

happy to come visit 

you if you do! Rather, 

come join this summer 

class and build some 

new muscles and a 

new habit of doing chair exercises every 

day - with me on Friday mornings, and 

then in your own home. 

 

Here’s what you need for the exer-

cise class:  

 A bottle of water 

 A hand towel  

 Sturdy shoes 

 Loose, comfortable clothing or exer-

cise wear 

 A sense of fun and adventure 

 

There will be a sign up sheet on the 

patio on Sundays, or you can call Lori in 

the office to add your name. Round up 

some friends at church and your neigh-

borhood, and bring them Friday morn-

ings for some shared exercise, talk, and 

fun. I look forward to getting strong 

with you!  

 

With muscles in mind, 

Deacon Lynne 
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Angel Gabriel is a 4-year-old child 

born in La Paz- Bolivia with a birth de-

fect in his right arm and leg. This situa-

tion was difficult for the family since in 

Bolivia there is no affordable care for 

these conditions. For this reason, his 

father abandoned him. 

Therefore, his mother, Adela, was 

left with a child with a severe handicap 

and very poor living conditions due to 

lack of resources. Any hopes of treat-

ment for her son was a dream since in 

Bolivia there are not many options due 

to the lack of technology, financial re-

sources, and being hindered by social 

status. 

The idea to help him developed as 

follows: The process to bring them 

from Bolivia to the Unites States has 

been one of the miracles the only GOD 

could have played a hand in. What 

would have taken months and even 

years, we were able to get done in only 

13 days. As you can see, only with 

God’s help could that have happened!! 

UPDATE: I am happy to inform 

you that Angel Gabriel and his mother 

Adela are now here and currently un-

der treatment. He already had two sur-

geries on his leg and the prognosis 

looks great.  

To understand how far they have 

come, you need to understand the 

backstory to really appreciate the mira-

cle that has occurred. 

To start she went through the ago-

ny of knowing that her child would be 

born with a birth defect. And, if that 

was not enough, her husband aban-

doned them after finding out the condi-

tion of the child. Adela was put in the 

situation of having to support her 

handicapped child, her blind father and 

elderly mother. But, even under these 

circumstances, she worked hard and 

achieved her degree in nursing. 

Working hard and going to school, 

she managed to take care of her family. 

But, sadly, now that Adela is here tak-

ing care of her son she can’t provide for 

her family in Bolivia. Because of these 

changes in finances, she found out that 

her family is being evicted from their 

home for lack of payment. Adela and 

her son will not have a home to go back 

to. However, after talking with her 

family we found out they have a piece 

of land where they can build small 

house where they can return after An-

gelis released from the Hospital. After 

all the operations he endured he will be 

able to stand up and walk with the aid 

of a prosthesis, (He just needs a place to 

call home). God has plans for this child 

and we can see HIS miracle every day. 

I would like to touch your hearts 

and help them provide a place that 

they can call home. Adela’s family is 

willing to get together and help with 

the planning and the construction. 

The much-needed amount is ap-

proximately $7,500 for all materials, 

labor and plans. To facilitate donations, 

I have opened a GoFundMe page. 

Please click the link and follow the di-

rections. 

The link is as follows: 

www.gofundme.com/f/adela039s‐home 

God Bless you and HE will return 

your kindness 10,000-fold. 

For more information please don’t 

hesitate to contact me at 714 209-0555. 

Sincerely, 

Dolly Valdivia 

Adela and Angel Gabriel Story Update 
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 Bear one another’s 
burdens, and in this 
way you will fulfill 
 the law of Christ  

Galatians 6:2 
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Currently we are serv-

ing in four active caring 

relationships. 

“God put us together for a reason.” 

My Care Receiver had texted that to 

me in the middle of the night last fall; 

she was wakeful with the pain of her 

cancer, and her pain meds made her 

brain run a mile a minute. She needed 

someone to talk to, and I was her Ste-

phen Minister. I had never met my 

Care Receiver before she became my 

Care Receiver. I sit in the front pew; 

she sat in the back. Our paths never 

crossed. We literally ran in different 

circles, WELCA circles that is. She be-

came my Care Receiver on Christmas 

Eve, right before she began treatment 

for her most aggressive bout with can-

cer. She passed away last fall. 

She challenged me, taught me, 

loved me and I loved her. She was a 

kind and sweet friend, but she cut 

through the crap and let everyone she 

loved know exactly what she thought. 

She was exemplary in demonstrating 

her nurturing care and her indomita-

ble faith. She was a loving mother and 

grandmother, and a generous, loyal, 

caring wife to her husband who I 

know misses her something awful. 

And I knew her. 

I knew her because as she said; 

“God put us together for a reason.”, 

and I take great comfort in that. Ste-

phen Ministry is hard work. We put 

ourselves in the middle of other’s pain 

and discomfort so that they know, 

they are not alone. It isn’t easy work, 

but it is very rewarding work. Many 

times I find myself feeling unworthy 

to be caring for people as they prepare 

to leave this world. I keep thinking to 

myself I shouldn’t be the last person 

giving her communion or praying for 

God’s speed as she passes! She should 

have a pastoral visit; someone to 

anoint her and pray for her the right 

way. I have to chase away these fool-

ish thoughts. 

Our Lord is a master of all. I be-

lieve that. I see that. Yet I doubt it. 

Doubt Him. Always there is a better 

way Lord, there has to be better than 

me to do the work of You. Better 

hands to do God’s work! This feeling 

of inadequacy plagues me in spurts, 

but then I remember my Care Receiv-

er, and how much she trusted the Lord 

for putting us together. I am so grate-

ful. 

In her final weeks, she was in great 

pain and had to take to her bed. This 

was a prison of the body for her. She 

always needed to be up and about tak-

ing care of everyone she loved, but 

now she had to stop. Those who knew 

her best knew, this was going to be 

very hard on her. I’d come for a visit, 

and we were settling into her room 

one morning when I said out of the 

blue; “How does it feel being called 

home?” And I though why did I say 

that? I still can’t believe I did. It seems 

to me like a rude, presumptuous thing 

to say. She was depressed and fragile 

at that moment. Why did I say that? 

I know now those weren’t my 

words at all, but the Lord’s. I have no 

other explanation. The Lord’s words, 

from my lips turned into the healing 

balm she needed to hear. “Being called 

home. I like those words. Thank you 

for them.” She later told me. With 

tears in her eyes, clutching my folded 

hands she told me “I thought I was 

See STEPHEN MINISTRY (Continued on page 7) 

How Deep the Father’s Love for Us – By Sarah Tees      



We’re starting early this 

year and want your help as 

part of our June Outreach 

Challenge. We have placed a 

large Operation Christmas 

Child box in the Narthex and 

will be collecting donations to help ship 

OCC boxes in December. Each box costs 

about $9 to ship and also covers the cost 

of adding a gospel booklet to the box 

which is written in the child’s native 

language. Last year SPLC filled 92 box-

es which cost OCC $828 to process and 

ship. This year, we’d like to 

help off-set some of these fees 

so that more dollars get spent 

towards the gifts that will 

bring bigger smiles to even 

more children, opening more 

hearts to God. If you want to donate, 

please sign your name on a note and 

we’ll include it in a shoebox. Thanks 

again to all of you for your continued 

support of this ministry. Let’s kick off 

summer with Christmas cheer. 

Page 7 Journeys 

June Outreach Challenge 

dying! Now I know, I’m going home!” 

The power of those words! The marvel-

ous wonders of our Lord! I can’t take 

credit for that. They weren’t mine, they 

were His. Just as one of my fellow Ste-

phen Ministers pointed out, 

“Sometimes all it takes is the words of 

The Lord.” She was right! 

As my Care Receiver’s body began 

to shut down she seemed to be standing 

at the threshold of heaven. She shared 

with me how lovely it was for her to 

speak with her long passed Mother 

again. How they had been having won-

derful conversations together. In her 

final days she told her family and care 

takers that she was leaving soon, to say 

goodbye to her Mother, that they were 

going together. Going home. 

I take solace in her final days. I am 

heartened to learn that our loved ones, 

gone before us will come and take us 

home to our Lord. Our heavenly Father, 

who loves us so much and how deep 

the Father’s love for us… how vast be-

yond all measure? That He should give 

His only Son, and make a wretch His 

treasure. What a blessing we have in 

each other and in the Lord our God. 

STEPHEN MINISTRY (Continued from page 6) 

Are you feeling overwhelmed? 

You Don’t Have to Face 

Your Crisis Alone. 

 

One of St Paul’s trained, caring Stephen 

Ministers will listen and walk alongside 

you as you deal with life’s challenges. 

Contact one of our Stephen Leaders to 

see whether Stephen Ministry is the an-

swer for you. 

 

You don’t have to bear this alone. 

Sarah Tees 

(562) 665-9214 

George Montgomery 

(714) 348-5929  

Stephen Ministry Cares About You! 
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Let it be known to 
all of you, and to all the  

people of Israel, that 
this man is standing be-

fore you in 
good health by the 

name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth,* whom you 
crucified, whom God 
raised from the dead. 

Acts of the Apostles 4.10 

“For everything there is a season, and a 

time for every matter under heaven.” Eccle-

siastes 3:1. 

It never occurred to me that one of 

my personal seasons would be a diagno-

sis of cancer.  

I was naïve enough to think that can-

cer ran in families and since it didn’t run 

in my family, the thought 

never occurred to me that 

it would be a part of my 

life. 

Symptoms took me to 

my doctor and I was di-

agnosed with a very rare 

form of cancer that made 

its way into my body. I 

was devastated. Immedi-

ate surgery was done, 

followed by two rounds 

of treatments and I as-

sumed I was cancer free; I 

celebrated with family 

and friends. I was through with this dis-

ease and I put cancer out of my mind.  

A year went by and the doctors gave 

me the dreaded news, my cancer had 

returned—it was back to surgery. No 

further treatment was deemed neces-

sary. I can remember being over-

whelmed at this point. I knew with God 

at my side, guiding me, loving me, I 

wouldn’t be defeated. 

We celebrated again, a relaxing 

cruise and I was able to put my fears to 

rest and it was time to get on with my 

life. Thank you God. 

Another year passed and tests re-

vealed my cancer had returned. The doc-

tor turned to me and said, “We will take 

care of this and we will win this battle! 

I’m referring you to a doctor at City of 

Hope, someone who has been my friend 

since third grade.” Within two weeks, 

four surgeons saw me, they worked to-

gether knowing how aggressive this 

treatment had to be and within two 

months I underwent surgery for thirteen 

hours with those four dedicated sur-

geons at my side. Only God in His infi-

nite power could have 

made this possible. 

Recovery was long and 

hard, I felt Iʹd been to Hell 

and back. I didn’t know 

anyone could feel so bad 

and still recover. I was told 

it would entail 3 months in 

the hospital and a year re-

covery time. I had too 

much to live for to give 

up—I was determined to 

see my granddaughters 

grow up. They need me, 

their grandma. I know I 

couldn’t have done any of the above 

without God at my side, walking beside 

me, carrying me some of the time when I 

was too weak to do so on my own.  

It was God who did all the work tru-

ly, but with the love of my family, 

friends, Church family and a Stephen 

Minister, I’m almost back to normal. 

Cancer is a formidable disease, we 

ask why and we don’t have the answers. 

Our God is with us, and we know this is 

so.  

“Fear not, for I am with you, be not dis‐

mayed, for I am your God: I will strengthen 

you, I will help you, I will uphold you with 

my victorious right hand.” Isaiah 41:10 

 

Babette Smythe 

Cancer Survivor 



Page 9 Journeys 

 

Yo
ut

h P
ag

e  

Ready for some FUN!. 

Then Confirmation camp is 

the place to be. Camp this 

summer is from JULY 14-

19 at Luther Glen. Enjoy an 

entire week of FUN away 

from the every day sum-

mer boredom. Camp is 

open for all youth currently in 6th, 7th 

or 8th grade. Registration 

will be opening soon. So put 

this on your calendar get 

your sleeping bag and gear 

ready and let Ryan Kuester 

know that you are going! 

714-992-6831 

or rdkuester@yahoo.com 

Confirmation Camp 

For EVERYONE! 
SERVICE—Food Distribution—June 1 at 8:15 a.m. This is an intergenerational 

service project. We meet at Richman Elementary School - 700 S. Richman, Fuller-

ton - to distribute groceries to our hungry neighbors. We meet Jesus in disguise in 

the hungry and poor among us.  

SHARE A MEAL—On the second Sunday of each month , 11:30 am-1 pm, we 

meet at First Lutheran Church - 215 N. Lemon St., Fullerton - to prepare and serve 

food to the homeless community. This month, we meet June 9. Please see Mike 

Day with questions. 

FUN—JUNE SWIM-N-STUDY Calling all kids! The weather is 

heating up so it’s time to jump back into the pool! Our first Swim-n-

Study will be June 2 from 1—3 p.m. at Diana Bock’s home. Sign-up 

on the board! 

It’s on its way!! July 8‐12 starting at 

10 in the morning and going until 1 

p.m., with an optional water play day 

on Wednesday the 10th from 1-2:30 pm. 

Your child can attend VBS (ages are 

from 3 (potty trained) to sixth grade) for 

a registration fee of $10 for the first 

child, $5 for the second and any addi-

tional children in the same household 

are free. At VBS “To Mars and Beyond” 

your child will enjoy an interactive, en-

ergizing, Bible-based goodtime as they 

discover their strength in God. They 

will ‘explore where God’s power can 

take them!’ Your child will also partici-

pate in a local missional project and a 

global missional project. For our local 

project, we ask each child to offer up 

donations of dried pasta to give to Path-

ways of Hope. For our global project, 

we will be collecting money for the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ameri-

ca’s Good Gifts program. Specifically, 

we will be collecting money to purchase 

and send piglets to struggling farmers 

in Tanzania, Bolivia, Nepal and the Phil-

ippines.   

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED—VBS is a 

HUGE community outreach to children 

and their families. Letʹs show our cities 

of Fullerton and La Habra that we love 

children and can offer them and their 

parents a wonderful place for faith, ser-

vice, and fun! Please sign up right away 

to help in any way you can. 

Vacation Bible School 
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to rostered positions. The document is 

online and will be considered for adoption 

at the 2019 Churchwide Assembly….so 

please read the document in the link below 

and listen for news later this year!

www.elca.org/Faith/Faith‐and‐Society/Current

‐Social‐Writing‐Projects/Women‐and‐Justice 

 

FROM MONICA FARIAS 

 This past month, May 10 & 11, I was 

able to accompany my son, Colin, to the 

Pacifica Synod Assembly in Palm Desert. 

Colin served as the youth representative 

for St Paul, and he needed a ride! 

Having never been to a Synod Assem-

bly, we both expected a long day of meet-

ings. What I did gain was an insight to the 

larger church body and how decisions are 

made. While none of the resolutions that 

were passed were too controversial, the 

process of presenting, discussion and vot-

ing was an interesting one. There was won-

derful entertainment, and thought provok-

ing key-note speakers. One of whom was 

Dr. Rev. John Nunes, President of Concor-

dia College, New York, who spoke on Plu-

ralism and Privilege. Dr. Nunes states, 

“privilege exists.” “God expects us to use 

our privilege to make a difference, God 

expects us to use our privilege in service to 

the world.” These statements resonated 

with me. We are privileged. Let’s use that 

privilege to continue to be of service to our 

community and the world. 

  

FROM TOM PANKOW 

The theme of the Synod Assembly this 

year was “O Lord, Open My Ears: Listen-

ing for God while Listening to Each Oth-

er.” There were a number of videos and 

two invited speakers who addressed our 

failure to build bridges with each other 

through effective communication. In par-

ticular, the art of listening is no longer 

practiced. The result is confrontation and 

debate rather than dialogue and conversa-

tion and a increasing polarization of socie-

ty. My favorite speaker was the Reverend 

Dr. John Nunes, President of Concordia 

College in New York. He spoke passionate-

ly about the role of privilege in our society. 

As Christians, we should recognize where 

privilege exists and use our privilege to 

help others in need.  

 

FROM RICK STONE 

We were honored to accept a 2019 Me-

dallion Donor award on behalf of St. Paul 

Lutheran. The assembly reaffirmed a reso-

lution to provide ongoing support to the 

ELCA Federal Chaplaincy Ministries Fund 

for Leaders Scholarship. The Chaplaincy 

Fund has raised 25% of a $1 million en-

dowment goal. We were also honored that 

St. Paul received a Pacifica Synod Warner 

Trust Grant to update TV & Blu-ray equip-

ment in our Sunday School rooms. One of 

the highlights was the chance to meet other 

members of the Rejoice Conference. We 

were able to share the good work happen-

ing at St. Paul. 

 

FROM COLIN FARIAS 

Thank you for allowing me to repre-

sent SPLC as the youth representative at 

the Pacifica Synod Assembly. I was not 

sure what to expect, other than two days of 

meetings and voting on stuff that I did not 

understand. I liked seeing how we vote on 

resolutions. There was good, upbeat music 

and interesting speakers. The best speaker I 

thought was Dr John Nunes who talked 

about privilege vs prejudice. If you are in-

terested, you can watch his video on 

YouTube. Type in: Pacifica Synod Assem-

bly 2019 and go to Session 3B (Saturday).  

 

FROM DEACON LYNNE 

The three best parts of the assembly for me 

were: 1) The practicums on listening reflec-

ASSEMBLY (Continued from page 1) 
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tively to others. We had the opportunity to 

share about ourselves, and have other peo-

ple tell us what they heard us say. We 

learned how to focus on the person speak-

ing, rather than be formulating what we 

wanted to say next! There were a few 

times we were asked to listen and respond 

to one another in small groups, and I 

found it excellent training. 2) Another 

highlight for me was the keynote speakers, 

especially the Rev. Dr. John Nunes, Presi-

dent of Concordia College, New York, 

who spoke about “Pluralism and Privi-

lege.” He advised us, as Lutherans, to ex-

ercise our choice to think prayerfully, lis-

ten counter-culturally, and act lovingly 

with respect to the difficult topics of diver-

sity, power, and justice. He was both chal-

lenging intellectually and hilariously fun-

ny in his presentation. 3) It’s always so 

rewarding as a rostered minister in the 

ELCA to gather with colleagues that I 

haven’t seen in a year and catch up on 

what’s working (and what’s not) in their 

ministry settings. We all learn so much 

from each other! 

 

FROM PASTOR DAVE HODGSON 

The assembly theme was “O LORD, 

OPEN MY EARS: LISTENING FOR GOD, 

WHILE LISTENING TO EACH OTHER.” 

There were many meaningful and inspir-

ing experiences for me while attending 

this day and a half event at Hope Lutheran 

Church in Palm Desert.  I appreciated talk-

ing with Pastor Murray, Deacon Lynne, 

Dawn and Rick Stone, and Colin Farias. I 

enjoyed talking with pastors and lay vot-

ing members from congregations in San 

Diego, Whittier and Anaheim. As we prac-

ticed our listening skills with each other 

the Holy Spirit was helping us create and 

strengthen our relationships. As we lis-

tened with each other more effectively, we 

were becoming more effective in our mis-

sion and ministry. 

 As a retired Pastor with the Pacifica 

Synod I was honored to be selected as a 

Retired Pastor with the privilege of fully 

participating during the assembly. I liked 

how the theme of listening to God was an 

integral part of listening with each other. 

Dr. John Nunes was one assembly speaker 

who highlighted the distinction between 

three ways of listening. 

 

DISCUSSION: Present ideas. Avoid feel-

ings. Listen for places of disagreement. 

 

DEBATE: Succeed or win or advocate for 

self. Deny other’s feelings. Listen in prepa-

ration to judge and offer counter-

argument. 

 

DIALOGUE: Broaden perspective. Vali-

date others feelings. 

Listen in order to understand. 

 

 I realized that as we try to talk with 

each other, the type of listening we do 

guides our part in a chat with another per-

son. We’re familiar with the give-and-take 

of a discussion. We know what it’s like to 

do our best to prove ourselves right and 

the other person wrong during a debate 

with someone. A dialogue is another way 

we can try to guide ourselves in a chat 

with another person by focusing on the 

well-being and welfare of the other person 

rather than on our own.   

By listening to the other person in this way 

our main goal is to try to understand that 

person. 

 The whole of the assembly seemed to 

weave this theme of Listening to God-

listening with each other into all aspects of 

our time together, especially during the 

specific times we sat with each other and 

were invited to dialogue with the person 

ASSEMBLY (Continued from page 10) 

SEE ASSEMBLY (Continued on page 13) 



Page 12 Volume 18, Issue 6 

SAVE THE DATE 

— The congregation 

is invited to the 

wedding ceremony 

and cake & punch 

reception for Greta 

Goellrich and Doug 

Hopson on Saturday, June 8 at 3:30 p.m. 

at St. Paul L.C. 

 

NEW OFFICE 

HOURS—

Beginning in 

June, Lori will 

be in the church office Mon-Tues-Wed 

from 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. and Thursdays 

from 8—12 noon. A volunteer will be in 

on Fridays from 9—12 noon. 

 

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT FOR 

LOAN—The Health Ministry Com-

mittee maintains several pieces of dura-

ble medical equipment for loan. We 

have wheelchairs, a transport chair, 

walkers (rollators and aluminum) avail-

able. If you have need for one of these 

or if you wish to donate something, 

please call Sara Jimenez at 858-254-2848. 

Please do not leave anything for dona-

tion without contacting her. Thank you. 

 

THANK YOU to the St Paul Family 

for your support of our Easter weekend 

activities. Your generous donations for 

the Easter Egg Hunt: stuffed animals, 

eggs and candy were much appreciated, 

and brought smiles to many faces! We 

had about 35 children this year, and due 

to your generosity, we were able to pro-

vide a raffle prize to every child. No one 

walked away empty handed, and with 

the 1500 plus stuffed eggs, baskets were 

overflowing with candy (sorry parents!). 

I also want to thank all of my Rahab sis-

ters and their spouses for their help 

with stuffing eggs, prepping food, deco-

rating, clean up and being there for 

whatever was needed. I could not do 

this without you! Thanks also to the 

confirmation and high school kids and 

parents for another fantastic waffle 

breakfast- again, your help means so 

much and is so appreciated. Thank you 

to all that supported the youth by join-

ing us for breakfast! Teamwork makes 

the dream work! Sincerely, Monica Fari-

as 

 

CONGRATULATIONS to Alice Schatz, 

Fay Weber, and Deacon Lynne Prechel! 

They have completed 50 hours of Ste-

phen Ministry Training and will become 

commissioned Stephen Ministers soon! 

Please keep them in your prayers and 

let them know if you are grateful for 

them to become Stephen Ministers!  

 

THANK YOU ST. PAUL—After 2 

months, I am back to normal after a fall. 

A special thanks for the visits, cards, 

prayers and for the lovely prayer 

shawl. /s/ Catherine Bitner 

 

THANK YOU to Elizabeth Circle for 

putting together 36 school kits for Lu-

theran World Relief. Thank you to eve-

ryone who donated items for the kits 

and Dorcas Circle for helping with the 

shipping costs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes and Notices
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GREETERS, READERS & ACOLYTES 

Greeters   

June 2 Bonita Hix Honey Leas Barbara Littrell 

  Doug Strom Joyce Wolf  

June 9 Fritz VonCoelln Cindy VonCoelln Shelia Richards 

  Dale Richards Sue Weaver    

June 16 Donna Austin Janet Kitchen Sue Weaver 

  Rick Stone Dawn Stone 

June 23 Sally Moore Sue Coopman Marsha Farwick 

  Todd Shaw Maria Shaw 

June 30  Doug Strom Joyce Wolf 

 

  Reader Reader/Acolyte 

June 2 Tom Pankow Hunter Bakken 

June 9 Cindy VonCoelln Kayla Beining 

June 16 Evelyn Bryeans Annie Raymond 

June 23 Frank Tees Emily Tees 

June 30 Joyce Wolf Hunter Bakken 

 

Communion Servers 

June 2  Sharon Huemoller Carol Pankow  

June 9 Laurin Peters Leah DeSoucy  

June 16 Pearl Mann Pat McKinley  

June 23 Alice Schatz Wayde Schatz  

June 30 Monica Farias Laurin Peters  

Results of April Mac-n-Cheese Challenge—St. Paul retains 

the trophy! Together with our partners, we collected over 

651 boxes of Mac-n-Cheese! 

June Challenge will be RICE 

sitting next to us. I noticed that by choos-

ing to listen to/with another person for 

the sake of understanding the other per-

son there was an entirely different experi-

ence than either having a discussion or a 

debate. In my opinion, the person being 

listened to experienced being cared about 

and cared for. Valued. Loved. There was a 

feeling of joy while listening. By listening 

the other person was able to sort through 

and express his/her own thoughts and 

feelings. The listener recognized how 

meaningful it was to be listened to. 

 We know that listening to/with anoth-

er person in order to understand is not 

something that happens naturally. If there 

is a desire, it’s possible to learn how to 

listen in this way. It’s even possible to see 

God creating something alive and new. 

ASSEMBLY (Continued from page 11) 
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Don't forget our 
homebound and 

those in extended 

Those homebound or 

in assisted living: 
 

Dee Ermes 

2525 N. Brea Blvd. #118 

Fullerton, CA  92835 

714-256-7050 
 

Janeen Ostby 

Pacifica Senior Living 

Hillsborough 

11918 Central Ave. #203 

Chino, CA  91710 

909-632-7032 

 

Sharon Tate 

1088 Laguna Dr. C316 

Carlsbad, CA 9 2008-1858 
 

Celette Vanderford 

15538 Mottley Dr. 

La Mirada, CA  90638-5463 

714-521-0614 
 

Yvonne Winston 

805 W. Glennwood Cir. 

Fullerton, CA 92832-1017 

714-446-8845 
 

 
Drop them  

a note or visit! 
 
 

STRENGTH, HEALING, COMFORT, MERCY, 

PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING-For the 

United States of America & the World–God Bless 

America 

 

HEALING  

Russ Holden Norma Schult 

Jay Tesch Celette Vanderford     

Charles Austin Dee Ermes 

Natalie Reggio Martha Huff  

Rose Lloyd Jesse Meyer  

Karen Legel Glory Hucko 

Harold McDonnel    Carol Schumaker 

Janice Noren Rachel Bedard  

Wilfred Strauss Bob Wolf  

Frank Christopher Sandy Canlas  

Margaret Swanson Jack Bedell 

Daniel Meyer Virginia Salpaka 

Sharon Tate Don Reid  

Robert & LaVerne Francis 

Jonah Reiner—Grandson of Stan & Carole Reiner 

Maureen Perez, Dennis DeBolt—Sister & Brother‐

in‐Law of Kathy Peters 

Thomas Michael Boyd ‐ Cousin of Kathleen Peters  

Rev. Bob & Dot Westerhoff,  Bonnie Acosta  —

Friends of Kathy Peters 

Michael Heinle —Husband of Kathy Peters’ niece 

Joe Stok—Father of Sue Coopman 

Kim Bowden—Family of June Bosely 

Marge Shaw—Mother of Todd Shaw 

Katy Duran — Daughter of Ken & Beth Sackett 

Joan Riebel —Sister of Doug Strom 

Karl Degelmann—Cousin of Anna McDonnel 

Bob Kolb—Brother‐in‐law of Shirley Strom 

Emery Sumption—Uncle of Sharon Huemoller 

Greg Richardson—Son of Leslie Richardson 

Michael Foster—Brother of Barbara Swanburg 

Karen Ramsey—Daughter‐in‐law of Donna & 

Charles Austin 

Alan Day —Father/Grandfather of Day Family 

Kristen Childers—Friend of Sara Jimenez 

Jeff Bosely—Son of June Bosely 

Twin boys of Leo and Manu Hernández —

Friends of Caitlin Peters 

Stephenie McLaren —Daughter of Steve & Sharon 

Huemoller 

Yvette Baxter—Friend of Martha Huff 

Roberta—Friend of Charles & Donna Austin 

Carol Braunschweiger—Friend of the Bakken 

Family 

Irene Troy—Friend of June Bosely 

Jean and James—Friends of Noelle Wallace 

David Lutfi—Friend of Mike Day 

Greg—Brother of Michelle Kuester 

Jamie —Brother of Sheila Richards 

Mr. Almas —Friend of Tammy LaFlamme 

 

STRENGTH AND HEALING  

Marilyn Minnich Tom Peters 

Marjorie Legel Pastor Steve & Jacque Awbrey 

Pastor Mark Cansino 

Bill & Dorothy Aanestad 

Karly—Daughter of Nancy Romstedt 

Kimberly Gaughan 

Altha Hedman—Mother of Sue Goellrich 

Barb Leonhardt, Carmen, Connie Overton, Joan 

Lucas, Tomoko, Dee Harmon, Terry Lucas, 

Dennis, Bill King, Judy Tardie, Hank, Allen & 

Brendan, Gabriel, Mark, Alisa, Brittaney, 

Chase, Jenay and Jada —Friends & Family of 

Fritz and Cindy von Coelln 

Crystal Farias—Daughter of Rick & Monica Farias 

Joyce Hovis —Friend of the Bedells 

 

 

SAFETY  

Nathan Kuester —Tech school at Vandenburg 

AFB  

Petty Officer 3 EM Roxy Mueller —Cousin/Niece 

of Stone Salpaka Family 

Pvt. Allen Moss Charlie Co 84 Army Chemical 

Battalion—Grandson of Cindy and Fritz von 

Coelln 

1st Lieutenant George H Cushman, 1-77AR - 

Friend of Kathy Salter 

 

We welcome and encourage all prayer requests. 

Please submit your requests in writing on your 

Worship Registration card, via email or phone call to 

the Church Office. Once or twice each month, names 

will be removed from the list who have been in print at 

least 3 consecutive weeks (except those deployed 

overseas). You are welcome to re‐submit any name 

removed from the list, or you may remove a name at 

anytime by contacting the Church Office. Thank you! 

If you or someone you know is in the hospital, please 

be sure to call the church office (714) 879‐8290 to 

inform us. Confidentiality laws now prevent hospitals 

from contacting churches when congregation members 

are hospitalized. 

In Our Thoughts and Prayers. . .  



ST.  PAUL'S  LUTHERAN WOULD L IKE TO THANK THESE BUSINESSES FOR MAKING OUR NEWSLETTER POSSIBLE

Custom Cabinets
Kitchen & Bath Remodeling

“If You Can Dream It, 
We Can Build It”
(562) 266-1940

Robert Reggio
Visit Us at:

www.associatedcabinets.com

ASSOCIATED
CABINETS

ST. PAUL'S LUTH (FULLERTON) / 135                www.cmpublications.com                For sponsorship information, please call (951) 776-0601

CONFIDENTIAL
PRO LIFE OPTION

Free Pregnancy ServiceS

 • Counseling

 • AssistAnCe to moms in need

 • ACCept used infAnt supplies

LIFE CENTER

24 Hour Hotline
CALL:

714-835-LIFE
( 5 4 3 3 )

MILLER, WOODARD
& ASSOCIATES

BETH WOODARD, EA
Las Palmas Medical Plaza

(new address)
1480 S. Harbor, Ste. 10

La Habra, CA 90631
TAX & ACCOUNTING SERVICES

(714) 449-0387

(714) 529-1034 • Toll Free (877) 627-5862
www.ocplumber.com

Since 1958 / St. Lic. #765643 • Commercial / Residential

Air Conditioning & Heating
800•526•2477          

RESIDENTIAL 
COMMERCIAL

License 663552

Todd & Maria Shaw
www.srairconditioning.com 
Info@srairconditioning.com

SALES • SERVICE
INSTALLATION • MAINTENANCE

McAulay & Wallace Mortuaries
Advanced Funeral Planning • Family Owned & Operated since 1911

Complete Funeral & Cremation Services • William H. McAulay, Owner/Licensed Funeral Director #289
Fullerton #FD190             714-525-4721
Yorba Linda #FD1304             714-777-2692

1215 W Imperial Hwy, 
Ste. 102

Brea, CA 92821

714-525-4360

•  Retirement plans •  Annuities
•  Life    •  Health 
•  Wide range of products and services
•  Certified Covered CA Health Insurance

Rob Burns, 
ChFC, FIC

Wealth Advisor
CA Lic#: 0D56470

Jay B. Huckabone, 
ChFC, FIC
Financial Consultant
CA Lic#: 0D55003

Concordia Guest Homes
Caring for the Elderly  • We Have 3 Licensed Homes

Concordia Guest Home #1  • Lic. #306001177

524 S. Puente • Brea • (714) 990-6408
Concordia Guest Home #2 • Lic. #306002621

212 Juniper St. • Brea • (714) 671-6085
Concordia Guest Home #3 • Lic. #306002871

1065 San Antonia Ave. • Fullerton • (714) 990-5952
C o r a  V e l a s c o ,  R . N .  B S N . ,  E T ,  O w n e r  &  L i c e n s e e

C e l l :   ( 7 1 4 )  4 9 6 - 9 2 4 2

Tom Solomonson  Owner

Carpet • Tile • Hardwood
Bathrooms • Kitchens
Window Treatments

714-572-7333   www.tscarpet.com
Store Hours M-F 10-5 • Sat. 11-4

320 E. Orangethorpe Ave. Ste. A & B • Placentia

Lic. #910442

Kimberly Vasquez

MUMS      WORD
A FLORIST

the

For more information or to schedule a complimentary 
lunch and tour, please contact us at:

714.992.1999
1925 Sunny Crest Dr. • Fullerton
www.sunnycrestseniorliving.com

10% Off non-prescription 
items with ad

1907 Sunny Crest Dr. • Fullerton
714.871.8190

10% Discount
with coupon

714-526-6267
We Deliver

The home of Carne Asada Pizza
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DATED MATERIAL- 
PLEASE DELIVER BY June 1, 2019 

SUMMER SUNDAY  

WORSHIP SERVICE 

9:30 a.m. Fellowship Time 

10 a.m.—Worship Celebration 

 

 

The. Rev. Murray D. Finck, Bridge Pastor 

Deacon Lynne Prechel, Interim Deacon 

W. Chris Winn, Director of Music 

Lori Seargeant, Office Administrator 

Danielle Rodgers & Rachel Van Skike , Nursery Attendant 

 

Phone: 714-879-8290 Fax: 714-879-5907 

www.stpaulfullerton.org 

stpaulfullerton@gmail.com 
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A Stephen Ministry  

Congregation 

Search St. Paul Lutheran 

Church and “Like” us to 

follow our Facebook page. 




