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Authenticity of Scripture 

Reading an article about King Arthur 

of Brythonic legend sheds light on the ve-

racity of the Gospels of the New Testa-

ment. This story that became famous 

throughout Europe from the Middle Ages 

to the Renaissance and beyond is based on 

a fragment of a poem from the time peri-

od (6th century CE), and the next signifi-

cant tale about Arthur and his court came 

only a few hundred years later. Mean-

while the four Gospels 

of the New Testament 

are reliably dated from 

50-100 CE, a mere gen-

eration or two from 

when the events them-

selves took place.  

Skeptics point to 

some of the discrepan-

cies in the stories be-

tween the Gospels, but 

this is to be expected 

when you have four 

different authors 

putting together materi-

al based on stories that 

had been passed down 

to them. Try asking four 

people to describe their experience togeth-

er on a group outing to Catalina Island a 

month ago and you will see how difficult 

it is to hear the stories told in exactly the 

same way. Seen in this light it is truly mi-

raculous that the Gospels share huge 

amounts of corroborating stories, especial-

ly as relating to the significant details of 

Jesus Christ’s ministry of healing, teaching 

and preaching, his crucifixion, death, buri-

al, and ultimately the resurrection.  

Ancient manuscripts also help shed 

light on the veracity of Scripture. Many 

ancient manuscripts survive of the New 

Testament, and the Bible as a whole, num-

bering in the thousands. This is incredible! 

Plato’s most famous works probably have 

at most a few dozen extant copies! Histori-

ans do not generally put into question the 

truthfulness of those 

sources, but they often 

hold the Bible to a much 

higher standard.  

Many believe that 

scrolls of the New Tes-

tament were found at 

the cave in Qumran. 

That is false. There 

were, however, many 

Old Testament scrolls 

found including frag-

ments of a famous one 

of Isaiah. There were 

also other writings 

written by the Jewish 

sect that lived there in 

Qumran, known as the 

Essenes. They were a particularly con-

servative Jewish sect that formed in the 

time leading up to Jesus and possibly still 

during his lifetime. They were heavily 

focused on the Apocalypse, and they were 

not completely wrong about that! Jesus 

also spoke of the end times including the 

destruction of the Jerusalem temple. There 

were some more similarities between 

SEE PASTOR NATE (Continued on page 12) 
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Dear St Paul Family- 

Welcome in October, and the start of all 

things Fall. You won’t catch me drinking 

pumpkin spice anything, or admitting sum-

mer is over until at least Thanksgiving! 

Thanks to everyone who supported and 

attended our Rally Day festivities.  I hope 

that you were able to see all the ministries 

that make up St Paul, and hopefully you 

signed up to help with one or two. Speaking 

of which, we are now recruiting for church 

council positions. Being a member of coun-

cil has been a personally rewarding experi-

ence - I’ve been on council a few times over 

the years.  I feel a sense of honor when nom-

inated or asked to be involved. Will you 

please prayerfully consider being a part of 

church leadership? The work of the church 

is never done, and whether you’ve been on 

council many times or never, we need peo-

ple who are willing to serve! 

Education, Family & Fellowship: Due 

to small class sizes at both congregations, 

we will be teaming with St Andrew’s Lu-

theran, Whittier for confirmation classes this 

year. Rally Day was a great success- thanks 

to all who made it possible, especially Greta 

Hobson and Sheila Richards. The SPLAT 

Center and Nursey have been spruced up- 

both look fantastic. We are hoping to hire a 

new nursery attendant for three hours each 

Sunday.  

Heath/Steven Ministry: Pop-up flu clin-

ic will be held on Sunday, Oct 23rd, 9am – 

1pm. The availability of volunteer nurses 

will determine if we are able to offer vac-

cines to the local community. Possible CPR/

First aid class coming in November; Blood 

pressure measurements will continue the 

same Sundays as potlucks. Stephen Ministry 

currently has 8 active caring relationships, 

we are almost booked full, so identifying 

new potential Stephen Ministers is a high 

priority! Please consider this call, and please 

pray for the three potential new trainees 

who are currently discerning the call.  

Property: Thanks to Jesse Fisher and 

Nick Preston for installing the shade panels 

over the patio. It was a nice addition before 

Rally Day. Thank you to all who volun-

teered for last month’s workday – lot’s of 

gardening, trimming and general clean-up 

was accomplished. 

Community Minister:  Chris Winn’s 

40th Anniversary celebration and reception 

went well. Many attendees gave Chris 

thanks and praise for his career. Nick Pres-

ton is dancing to raise money for Pathways 

of Hope, October 7th 7pm at Fullerton Col-

lege Theatre. You can use the QR code in the 

bulletin or go to POHOC.org to donate and 

buy tickets. God’s Work our Feet is Sunday, 

Oct 9th. Starting at the Pankow home and 

walking to the Jennings home. There will be 

swimming and dinner. Proceeds will go to 

Madre Asunta, a shelter for migrant women 

and children in Mexico. $25 per walker, 

please sign up on the patio or email: 

Jacquie.nolan9@gmail.com 

Monica Farias, Council President  

Council Updates 

FREE FLU SHOTS 
Sunday, October 23 

9 a.m.—1 p.m. 

Please sign-up on the rolling board or call the church office. Please check 

the box if you are age 65 or over as there is a separate vaccines for those over 

65 years of age.   
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Journeys  
Newsletter and  

Compass Bulletin  

Deadlines 
 

Articles for Journeys is by 

noon on the 15th of each 

month, Compass deadline 

is by noon on Monday for 

the following week’s bul-

letin. Please e-mail your  

information to  

Lori Seargeant at  

stpaulfullerton@gmail.com 

________________ 

Journeys is now being 

printed professionally, 

saving St. Paul L.C. an 

estimated $2500 a year in 

printing costs. We would 

like to thank our news-

letter sponsors. Please 

show your support by 

giving them your  

business. 

It is time once again to walk for a Great Cause 

Madre Asunta, a shelter in Tijuana for mothers and children  

Is in need of shoes for their residents  

 And to me it is evident 
 

That St. Paul will walk and/ or support this mission 

As it is St. Paul members commission 
 

 We help those in need 

of Housing, clothes, or to feed.  
 

That’s what we do 

We are a helping crew 
 

 So put October 9 in your calendar 

We will meet at the home of the Pankow’s 

Walk three miles 

Share many smiles. 
 

The finish line is at The Jennings 

Where we will swim, eat, and socialize 

So sign up and let us Mobilize. 
 

Yes we did this last year and raised much cash  

So let us do it again and then jump in the pool and make a big splash 
 

 October 9 —Time  3 p.m. at the Pankows  

Culmination: The Jennings  

 Cost;  $25 per walker 

 And please get others to support your walk with their donation 

Let’s surprise the shelter with many shoes!!!! 

 Thank you for your support 

J. Nolan/ Community Minister 

God’s Work , Our Feet Sunday 

Interested?  

Have questions? 

 

Come to an informational 

meeting on  

Sunday, November 3 from 

11 a.m.—12:30 p.m. 

Our Vibrant  

Newsletter Delivered 

Straight to  

Your Inbox 
  

Subscribe to  

mycommunityonline.com  

to get a link to our  

newsletter delivered 

straight to your inbox! 

  

Visit  

www.mycommunityonlin

e.com and search for our 

center to get started today. 

It’s fast, easy and free! 

  

2022 Annual Church Meeting 
Sunday, November  13 ~ Directly following worship 

Annual reports and nominations are due by Monday, Oct. 23 
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In my many years of learning and speak-

ing Spanish I have experienced many things, 

met many wonderful people, learned to un-

derstand different accents, tried, and learned 

to cook many foods from different Spanish 

speaking countries and learned a colorful 

variety of colloquialisms; there was one 

thing in my life that was missing. In my 

smooth transitional tango between English 

and Spanish sprinkled with some Spanglish 

I could talk about anything, but I never ex-

perienced a Lutheran worship service in 

Spanish or talked extensively about my reli-

gious beliefs for that matter.  

I was excited about this new experience 

to take my language skills in the direction 

they had never been before. I was also re-

turning to a somewhat familiar place El 

Camino Pines where I spent a weekend for a 

Winter Junior High retreat in the early 

2000’s. I believe it’s always a good idea 

when we’re stepping out of our comfort 

zones, even if it’s just a small step to have 

some piece of familiarity with us. Little did I 

know before attending this retreat how 

much it would change me. That making just 

one decision that in essence I didn’t have to 

think twice about would impact and reso-

nate with me so deeply in such a short peri-

od of time.  

Even though some things were struc-

tured like meals, worship, and bible study, 

afternoon activities, and snack and social 

hour nature had its own way of making 

things feel not so regimented. In the age of 

smartphones and social media it’s easy to 

post our perfectly captured and maybe 

somewhat filtered nature shots or proclaim 

to our Facebook Friends that we have ar-

rived at an idyllic destination. I must give 

credit to lack of service on my cellphone 

(although I snuck in a few pictures) for help-

ing me be truly in the moment rather than 

keeping everyone in cyberspace with up to 

the minute details on what I was doing.  

As always when I meet new people or 

wonder which conversation, I’d like to par-

ticipate in I’m like a deer in the headlights. 

However, the conversation goes in whatever 

direction it chooses like the wind blowing 

through some of the trees and not the others. 

It doesn’t mean that the wind expressed in-

difference or disdain toward the other trees 

it would just move through them at a differ-

ent time. It reminded me a somewhat of one 

of the conversations I had in Spanish with a 

woman, where we shared a little bit about 

ourselves such as our families, jobs, and as-

pirations for the future. We also touched a 

bit on what society focuses on the things we 

are lacking. At my age and stage in life I’ve 

had my fair share of being told even in 

church settings what I’m NOT: Old enough, 

professional enough, a wife, a mother the list 

goes on. As if all these things are qualifica-

tions to be recognized or respected as a 

woman in the Lutheran Church. My new 

friend reminded me that all things happen in 

due time or in God’s time and not to rush 

into things like marriage or motherhood be-

cause others put pressure on or expect that 

from you. The wisdom and kindness from 

people you just met can be astounding.  

Little did I know then that this theme or 

idea of not being good enough would be 

elaborated on later that weekend at Bible 

Study. A young woman from San Diego 

who is entering her 2nd year of seminary led 

us in a beautifully bilingual Bible study that 

focused on Psalm 23. I must admit that at 

first, I was surprised that Psalm 23 was cho-

sen because I’ve mostly heard it at funerals 

and occasionally as a reference in films or 

pop culture. It was an excellent reminder 

that even things that have existed for thou-

sands of years or have become customary or 

traditional can be changed or interpreted in 

a new light.  

I liked that this study focused more on 

spiritual things and not as much religious 

dogma. I think sometimes it’s hard to accept 

that you can be both spiritual and religious 

or there is more focus on religious teachings 

SEE RETREAT (Continued on page 7) 

Bilingual Retreat 2022  
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Women  
of the  
ELCA 
 

October 
2022 

I’ve officially surrendered to the fall sea-

son. With temperatures cooling a bit, and 

days getting a little shorter, I’m finally eager 

to return to activities that were on summer 

hiatus. I know I’m a month behind, but I 

love summer (and the heat too) and an open 

calendar that allows me to indulge in doing 

“less.”  

As I return to standing activities I’m re-

minded of how much I do need and wel-

come regular monthly activities and a sched-

ule. I’m aware now of how my summer of 

relaxing impacted some of my routines.  

While my prayers and devotions were a con-

stant, my intentionality in my relationship 

with God took a lazy turn. Praise God that 

He doesn’t take a summer break! Getting 

back into WELCA, SPLC activities and my 

Bible study with friends has me back on 

track — seeking, seeing and serving God.  

WELCA, as you know, doesn’t really 

take a summer break as there are things to 

attend to, but there was a little less going on. 

September gets us back into bigger gather-

ings starting with Ladies Night Out at Vicky 

McCarthy’s house. (I’m thinking that you’ll 

receive this before we gather) Please join 

us… this is the first time in a long while that 

most of us feel safe to gather, eat and drink 

without being fully masked! 

I’m looking forward to seeing you at 

Vicky’s and 

praying that as 

you fill up your 

calendar, and 

get back into 

routines, that 

you will know 

that God is pre-

sent with you, 

in all that you 

do. 

Blessings, 

Karen Allen 

 

 

 

Here’s what’s on WELCA’s calendar… 

so far! 

 

• Sept 30 — Ladies Night Out on Septem-

ber 30th at Vicky McCarthy’s home at 

6:00 p.m. Sign up on the patio to let us 

know you’re coming (or contact Lori in 

the office). Bring a friend, beverage and 

appetizer, salad or dessert.  We’re also 

collecting cleaning supplies (email com-

ing with wish list) to benefit OC Unit-

ed’s THRIVE program that provides 

housing to aged out foster youth. 

• Oct 5 — Board meeting at 9:30 in the 

Parish Hall. All are invited.  

• Nov 13 — WELCA Thankoffering Sun-

day 

 

WELCA continues to ensure coffee and 

monthly potluck set up/clean up: 

 Oct — Rahab Circle 

 Nov — Esther Circle 

 Dec — Sarah Circle 

 

WELCA circles are busy with monthly 

meetings and service projects. If you’re not 

in a circle, please join one. Lots of fun, great 

conversations and good food. Reach out to a 

circle leader for more information: 

 

 

Esther: Diane Collins, 714-526-1000, 

dianecollins@edplegal.com 

 Pam Montgomery, 714-526-

6417, jjjmother@yahoo.com  

Elizabeth: Joyce Wolf, 562-277-2137, 

joylaine06@yahoo.com 

Rahab: Greta Hobson, 714-390-5762, 

greta.goellrich@gmail.com   

Sarah: Sheila Richards, 714-745-5043, 

sherichards@aol.com 

WELCA October Update 
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Let it be known to 
all of you, and to all the  

people of Israel, that 
this man is standing be-

fore you in 
good health by the 

name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth,* whom you 
crucified, whom God 
raised from the dead. 

Acts of the Apostles 4.10 

Children’s Eye health and Safety 

As our children go back to school there 

are numerous and many things to prepare 

them for in their new school year.  One of 

the important issues is healthy vision which 

is critical for academic and social success.  

As children grow, untreated eye disease or 

conditions become more difficult to correct. 

If left untreated it can become worse and 

lead to other problems like affecting their 

reading ability, focus, classroom behavior, 

and social adjustment. 

Many school districts conduct eye ex-

ams in the schools in hope of finding the 

children in need of care. Vision problems 

that can affect their school performance are:  

amblyopia (lazy eye), strabismus (crossed 

eyes), myopia (nearsightedness), hyperopia 

(farsightedness), astigmatism (blurred/

distorted vision at all distances) and color 

blindness (they have trouble seeing correct 

shades of red, green or blue). 

Signs for parents and teachers to watch 

for in our children that may need glasses. 

 A child may close one eye when reading 

or watching TV 

 They may avoid certain activities like 

avoiding near vision (reading, home-

work, or computer work) or distance 

vision (sports, recreational activates). 

 Their grades may suffer 

 They complain of eye tiredness, or head-

ache. 

 Rub their eyes a lot. 

 They may complain being sensitive to 

light 

 They hold books close to their face 

 They can lose their place while reading 

or use a finger to guide their eye on a 

page. 

 They squint or tilt their heads to see 

better 

 When trying to concentrate they squint, 

frown, rub eyes, or do frequent blinking. 

 Poor social interactions with others 

 Avoid playing outside or joining in 

games. 

 Difficulty coordinating hand/eye move-

ments (catching a ball) 

 Clumsiness 
 

Child complaints 

 1.Sensitivity to bright light 

 2. Blurred or double vision 

 3. headaches, dizziness or nausea 
 

In the classroom watch for: 

 Hold books close to face 

 Tires quickly when reading 

 Rereads, skips lines, or loses place easily 

when reading 

 Writing strays from lines on ruled paper 

or irregular writing or spacing between 

words 

 Difficulty with letter formation, letter 

reversals, spelling and written language.   

 Needs frequent breaks, difficulty on fo-

cusing for long periods. 

 

A child’s vision can change over a year’s 

time. While in elementary school their focus 

and depth perception tend to grow stronger. 

The age that a child develops to adult level 

of 20/20 is 3-5 years of age. Standards for 

visual acuity is as such: age 3-4, 20/40, before 

school 20/30, and school age children 20/20. 

The earlier a vision disorder can be iden-

tified and treated, the stronger start to learn-

ing and development a child will have. 

Durable Medical Equipment (DME), in 

the form of wheelchairs, walkers, and 

crutches have been donated by generous 

members of St. Paul who no longer need 

this equipment. If you, or a loved one, 

would like to borrow such equipment, 

please contact Lori Seargeant, Office Ad-

ministrator, to schedule pick-up. 

SEE MEDICAL (Continued on page 7) 

Durable Medical Equipment 
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Thank you for your continuing support of St. Paul Lutheran Church. We are grateful 

for your continuing financial commitment and countless volunteer hours in support of 

our ministry. 

Congregation giving is trending below last year as you can see from the following 

totals: 

 August  August  Year-to-date  Year-to-date 

 2022  2021  2022   2021 

Congregation offerings  $22,146  $22,176  $248,698   $263,188 

 

This Fall, we continue our important work of growing our faith community and our 

personal lives in Christ. The Stewardship team will be starting a new stewardship ser-

mon series on September 18 and continuing through October 23. We hope you will find 

it meaningful to your faith development. 

Blessings, 

Tom Pankow - Council VP 

Stewardship Update 

and not spirituality. I truly believe through 

this exceptional young woman the Holy 

Spirit invited us that decided to share our 

testimonies about our experiences walking 

in the valley of darkness that all shared the 

theme of not feeling good enough or being 

strong enough. However, God reminds us 

that there will always be green pastures or 

still waters or in the case of this retreat pine 

trees and pool water for us to find rest. 

God doesn’t focus on who we aren’t God 

sees who we truly are, is always with us, 

and guides on the right path even if we’re 

not so sure of the destination. God knew I 

was capable of hiking, swimming, dancing 

several cumbias and singing karaoke all in 

one day. I sure didn’t!  

I’ll be forever grateful that I stepped a 

little out of my comfort zone and glad that 

Pastor Nate and Dámaris invited me to 

partake in this wonderful experience. It 

was a much-needed escape from my every-

day routine, and it was the right combina-

tion, of relaxation, rejuvenation, contem-

plation, and motivation to keep being my-

self even as I change throughout my faith 

journey it doesn’t matter what others think. 

Being your true authentic self is one of the 

best things you can contribute to the world. 

I encourage everyone to do something 

different, go out there and meet new peo-

ple and make connections with them. I’d 

also like to encourage even the people that 

speak un poquito or no Spanish at all to 

think about going on this retreat next year. 

There was a man that played the French 

Horn that knew a few words in Spanish, 

and he had a wonderful time. The love of 

God is so great that it knows no bounds 

and that includes language ones.   

By Caitlin Peters 

RETREAT (Continued from page 4) 

For those who have DME available for 

lending, please also contact Lori, who is 

creating a list to determine item availabil-

ity, and match requests from our members. 

Since St. Paul has limited storage space, all 

donated DME will require coordination 

through Lori. Thank 

you, Lori, for refining a 

process originally cre-

ated by Sara Jimenez, 

that allows all of us to 

serve each other with 

ease!  

MEDICAL (Continued from page 6) 
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 Bear one another’s 
burdens, and in this 
way you will fulfill 
 the law of Christ  

Galatians 6:2 
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Currently we have 6 

Stephen Ministers and  

4 Leaders. Currently 

Serving in 6 Caring  

Relationships 

Christian Nationalism: A Crisis in the American Church  

The rise of Christian nationalism has led 

many churches in America to compromise 

their mission. For years I’ve watched as Chris-

tians increasingly derive their hope and iden-

tity from political leaders and ideologies. I’ve 

seen the church repeatedly crawl into bed 

with whatever political leader keeps them in 

power. And sell out their God-given mission 

for scraps.  

The American church has settled for a 

bastardized version of Christianity that lacks 

any real power. And we’ve drug Jesus’ name 

through the mud in the process.  

I’ve seen crosses next to nooses. I’ve heard 

putrid words spewed at those with differing 

views. Seen pictures of Jesus defiled with po-

litical slogans. Heard the cries of those suffer-

ing ignored. I’ve watched as racism makes a 

resurgence within the church. And heard the 

Bible repeatedly ripped out of context to justi-

fy political stances.  

The harsh reality is we’d rather have the 

kingdom of America advanced at the cost of 

the Kingdom of God. Too many Christians 

care more about being right than loving their 

neighbor. They are more concerned with the 

prospering of their political ideologies rather 

than the advancement of the Gospel. We’ve 

abandoned our mission. 

Over the past several years we’ve had 

unprecedented opportunities to show God’s 

love and hope to others around us. Instead, 

we’ve sacrificed our faith for temporary pow-

er and political gain. And that trade was not 

worth it.  

The result of our work is a generation of 

people who have no interest in Jesus and what 

he has for them. And why would they? All 

they know is this adulterated version of Jesus, 

stripped of his power, that we’ve painted for 

them. 

Church, we’ve got a problem. Even if you 

didn’t create the problem, it’s still our respon-

sibility to fix it.  

Christian Nationalism and the Gospel  

Let me be clear. Nationalism and the Gos-

pel are simply not compatible. They are anti-

thetical. There can be no such thing as 

“Christian Nationalism.”  

Just read the definition of nationalism.  

Nationalism Definition (Merriam-

Webster): Loyalty and devotion to a nation. A 

sense of national consciousness exalting one 

nation above all others and placing primary 

emphasis on promotion of its culture and in-

terests as opposed to those of other nations or 

supranational groups. 

The Gospel shows us a different way of 

life. It’s allegiance to God above anyone or 

anything else. It teaches us to place others’ 

needs above our own. After all, the Gospel 

centers around a King who gave up his life so 

that we may live. Our call is to do the same.  

The Gospel is not for or affiliated with any 

political party or power. Jesus is not a Repub-

lican or a Democrat.  

Jesus’ Kingdom is diametrically opposed 

to the kingdoms of this world. Yes, that in-

cludes your party.  

Jesus is not a prop to support a political 

ideology. Though He is routinely dragged into 

them.  

Jesus’ primary concern is not the prosper-

ing of this nation. Though He deeply cares for 

the people that live here (He also cares for and 

loves the enemies of this country).  

The Gospel leaves no room for us to have 

other gods. It condemns the worship of politi-

cal figures and ideologies. If you are a follow-

er of Jesus, He is king of your life. Period.  

This is why there can be no such thing as 

Christian Nationalism. It flies in the face of 

what the Bible teaches. 

Now, I’m not saying you can’t support 

your country, that you shouldn’t vote, or that 

you can’t love where you live. I’m not saying 

you can’t be Republican or Democrat. And I’m 

not saying you can’t hold any political convic-

tions.  

What I am saying is that as a Christian 

your ultimate allegiance isn’t to the flag your 

country flies or the political party that you 

think is best. It’s to God. And there will come 

a point where what’s in the nation’s best inter-

SEE STEPHEN MINISTRY (Continued on page 9) 
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est or your party’s best interest is contrary to 

what God says is best. In those times you 

have to choose who’s first in your life. 

Here’s a question I think every follower 

of Jesus should seriously, and prayerfully 

consider. Who’s king of my life? 

That’s not a finger I’m pointing at you. 

That’s a question I need too. It’s an invitation 

to look in the mirror. 

Who’s Your King?  

I found this quote by Joshua 

Straub convicting, “If the fruit of my political 

stance is loving those who think like me and 

hating those who don’t: fighting for a policy 

more than listening to people; padding my 

pockets before giving to the poor; living in 

fear more than faith; and loving my country 

more than my neighbor, then I’m putting 

trust in this kingdom more than His.” 

The past few years haven’t caused the 

church to [mis prioritize] their values. Rather 

they exposed what’s been true for a long time. 

The king of our life isn’t Jesus.  

Now, that might not be true for you per-

sonally. But for the church as a whole in our 

culture we bow to our political ideology. And 

Jesus makes clear, you can’t serve two mas-

ters (Matthew 6:24). And that’s not “their” 

problem, it’s our problem.  

Listen. There’s a lot at stake here. The 

only picture of Jesus that many people have is 

the one you show them. If you are a follower 

of Jesus, you are his representative. His hands 

and feet (1 Corinthians 12:27). It’s your job to 

show Jesus to those around you.  

Right now, there’s a lot of people that 

only know a bastardized view of Jesus. There 

are people who have rejected Jesus because 

they think this is who he is. We have genera-

tions of people that have the wrong picture of 

Jesus. And it’s EVERY follower of Jesus’ job to 

right these wrongs. To show them who Jesus 

really is.  

Representing God 

Here’s the most important reminder and 

why I think this message is critical. If you are 

a follower of Jesus, you are His hands and 

feet. You represent Him to the people around 

you. Take a minute to wrap your head around 

the magnitude of that responsibility.  

Right now, as a whole, the American 

church is miserably failing at this.  

We’d rather fight than serve. Be right, 

rather than love. Throw stones, rather than 

make peace. Have power, rather than see lives 

transform. We want our prosperity at the cost 

of the advancement of God’s kingdom.  

This is WHO the world thinks Jesus is. 

What he is about.  

But we are supposed to be about loving 

our neighbors. Praying for our enemies. Find-

ing unity in Christ. Bringing peace to chaos. 

Thirsting for righteousness. Using our 

strength for others. And let’s not forget Jesus’ 

last command he gave on earth: making disci-

ples.  

Simply put, the church in America is 

largely not known for the things Jesus was 

known for.  

Andy Stanley says it this way in his 

book Not In It To Win It: “You can’t make 

disciples of people you demonize publicly 

and label enemies of the faith or the state.” 

It’s time to get back on mission. It’s time 

to get out of bed with the political powers (on 

both sides). It’s time to be the hands and feet 

of Jesus.  

So, what can we do? Let me end by giv-

ing you 5 things you can do.  

1. Pray Fervently  

Prayer does things that we cannot see or 

fully understand this side of heaven. Prayer 

changes our heart and aligns our heart to 

God’s.  

This should always be our first step.  

So, pray. Pray for healing in our country.  

Pray for the leaders on BOTH sides.  

Pray for your heart to reflect God’s heart.  

Pray for opportunities and boldness to 

show God’s love. 

I would encourage you to pray through 

these not just once but regularly. Maybe write 

them down and put them somewhere you 

will see them each day. Or maybe set a re-

minder on your phone that goes off at a spe-

cific time.  

The first step every Christian should take 

is to devote regular time to prayer. Prayer is 

where it starts, but it should never be where it 

ends. Prayer should always lead to action.  

STEPHEN MINISTRY (Continued from page 8) 
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Rally Sunday was very successful! 

Thank you to everyone who made it possi-

ble, to those who helped clean and give a 

new look to our SPLAT Center and our tod-

dler classroom. We are starting this new 

school year with an exciting Sunday school 

curriculum! Every child from toddlers to 

6th grade are welcome to join us every Sun-

day after the children’s message. 

Coming up on October 23 we are hav-

ing our Fall Family Festival with 

our Spooky Maze hosted by our Youth 

Group, you don’t want to miss out on this! 

Also, High School has a new schedule: 

on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month 

right after the adult message in worship, we 

are starting a new curriculum to help grow 

in our faith and connect with one another. 

If you are looking for a Confirmation 

class, LOOK NO LONGER, we will start 

classes in October. Please contact Pastor 

Nate , Dámaris Allen, Sarah Tees or Karen 

Allen for more info. 

Thank you for all your support for the 

Youth and Family ministries of St. Paul Lu-

theran Church!  

Youth & Family  

2. Remember Your Citizenship 

If you are a follower of Jesus, you are a 

citizen of a kingdom not of this world. Your 

allegiance is God’s kingdom and not the earth-

ly kingdom you temporarily reside in. You are 

a citizen of heaven.  

If your hope is in the next political candi-

date, some political ideology, or making 

sure that person doesn’t get elected, you will 

be let down. Even if your candidate gets (re-

elected and makes incredible improvements, 

at some point, politics will still fail you. They 

simply cannot give you what they promise. 

Only one person can do that.  

Again, I’m not saying you shouldn’t care 

or be involved in what’s happening in this 

country. You should. I’m cautioning us to be 

aware of where our allegiance lays. To encour-

age each of us to act like citizens of heaven.  

An increasing number of Christians are 

willing to sacrifice their faith for their political 

beliefs, nationalism, and (ironically) religious 

freedoms. That’s a dangerous game to play, 

one that will eventually cost you and this 

country.  

God’s given you a new identity. You do 

not belong to this world. You are citizens of 

another kingdom (Hebrews 11:16, Philippians 

3:20). Live like it.  

3. Be Known For LOVE  

Jesus clearly tells us what his followers 

should be known for.  

By this everyone will know that you are 

my disciples, if you love one another. – John 

13:35 

This should be sobering for us. By and 

large we are not known for our love.  

We are known for our political stances. 

We are known for candidates we support. We 

are known for arguing and bickering. We are 

known for standing against SOME sins, while 

ignoring others. But love? Rarely.  

We should be known by our love. Jesus 

sums up the entire Bible by saying it comes 

down to two things (Matthew 22:36-40):  

Love God. Love those around you. 

That’s it. That’s what Jesus is calling us to 

do. To love, even when it hurts and costs us.  

Jesus set the example, he died for us while 

we were still sinners. May we too love those in 

our life in a sacrificial manner so that they too 

might know the love God has for them.  

4. Pursue Peace and Unity 

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will 

be called children of God. Matthew 5:9 

In Matthew 5:3-11 Jesus lays out the dis-

tinguishing marks of His kingdom. One of the 

marks is that we are to make peace. But it’s so 

much easier to throw gasoline on the fire, isn’t 

it? But that’s not what Jesus calls us to do. In a 

world that is broken and divided we should 

be pursuing peace and unity.  

STEPHEN MINISTRY (Continued from page 9) 
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 Look Who’s Dancing - Nickels for Nick!  

Please continue saving your nickels for Nick for Look Who’s Dancing so that Path-

ways of Hope can take that change to make a change in the lives of others!!!  You can 

write a check as well. You can use the QR code and donate straight to Nick. If you write a 

check, you can put Nick Preston in the memo line and send it to Lori or give the check to 

Jacquie Nolan. Thank you for supporting Nick and Pathways of Hope. The actual dance 

is October 22 at 7 p.m. at the Fullerton College Theater. Tickets are available online. Again 

go to Nick’s page and he will get credit for the tickets purchased. If anyone still needs a 

bottle to collect their change please let Jacquie Nolan know.. Jacquie.nolan9@gmail.com  

 

 

This month we will continue to support Nick for Look Who’s Dancing 
 

However, Pathways could use some cleaning supplies f 

or their Distribution 

 So please feel free to bring supplies of any kind as a contribution 
 

 They need dish soap and laundry soap and Lysol Spray 

Any cleaning products would make their Day 
 

Bar soap or pump soap or toilet bowl cleaner is good 

All products are needed in the hood 
 

So Thanks in advance for supporting Nick 

 and the purchase of cleaning supplies 

I hope when you go to the store you will find good buys!! 
 

 J Nolan, Community Minister 

That command should prompt concern 

within us, because we are not known for our 

unity or peace in this country. 

We would rather hold onto our political 

rights and freedoms than pursue unity. And 

no, I’m not saying your political beliefs aren’t 

important. Rather, I’m saying there’s some-

thing more important. Jesus is greater.  

It’s possible to have peace with those 

who voted differently than you. It’s possible 

to be friends with someone who views the 

world differently than you. It’s possible to 

stand for your convictions in love. It’s possi-

ble to love someone with whom you disagree 

with. 

I bet that if you actually took the time to 

talk (not argue, talk) to people who are on 

the other side you would find more similari-

ties than differences. When we see our politi-

cal opponents as people. When we step into 

their story. When we understand why they 

believe what they believe. Peace and unity 

are possible. 

5. Forgive  

This one is tough for me. Actually, I 

think it’s tough for everyone. There’s an in-

credible amount of unforgiveness in our cul-

ture. You screw up once and you are done. 

We live in a cancel culture. We love calling 

people out for their mistakes. You make a 

mistake and you are canceled.  

The problem is we all make mistakes. So, 

if you play by those rules eventually you will 

be the one that gets canceled.  

Jesus offers a way out. He gives us what 

we need and not what we deserve. That’s 

called grace. We’ve been forgiven of much, 

therefore we should forgive others.  

It’s not fair and it’s not easy, it cost Jesus 

his life and it will cost us too. But when we 

STEPHEN MINISTRY (Continued from page 10) 
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them and Jesus’ teachings, but many more 

differences as well. They were very strict 

into purity laws that Jesus obviously did 

not share, they believed in isolating them-

selves in the desert but Jesus went out to 

live among the people in society, and they 

were exclusionary against anyone outside 

of their sect, while Jesus welcomed all into 

fellowship, even table fellowship.  

I see many people pointing to the ex-

istence of other gospel writings outside of 

the New Testament as showing that the 

early church tried to limit the story of Je-

sus, to control the narrative. This shows 

another lack of understanding about the 

historicity of the four Gospels. As stated 

before they are all reliably dated from 50-

100 CE. While the pseudo-apocryphal gos-

pels (of Thomas, Mary, etc.) came over the 

next 150 years, from about 120-250 CE. 

Those gospels were not merely extra sto-

ries that didn’t make it into the original 

four, but modified interpretations of the 

events themselves based on later theologi-

cal debates that arose in those centuries.  

Much later the Church would come 

together at the Council of Nicaea in the 4th 

century to settle on the orthodox interpre-

tation of Scripture (as written in the Nicene 

Creed). Much of the theology they repudi-

ated was based on those other gospels in-

cluding ideas of Gnosticism. Gnosticism 

took things back to an exclusionary frame-

work, where only certain people who have 

been initiated are given the knowledge of 

how to connect to God. Some also taught 

that Jesus was not a physical being, that he 

only had a spiritual body, and so did not 

actually die on the cross. Every creed that 

is accepted by the Christian Church today 

refutes those understandings of who Jesus 

was, and they place him in both his theo-

logical-spiritual context as the Son of God 

while simultaneously holding up his hu-

manity as the Son of Man.  

It is easy to see how there can be con-

fusion about the veracity of Scriptural 

writings from antiquity, but when the texts 

of the Bible are held to the same standard 

as other ancient works, we find that they 

are overwhelmingly authentic, and the 

genuine existence of Jesus and his story is 

undeniable. Of course, it is still up to our 

trust in God’s mercy through the cross and 

resurrection that is what saves us and not 

any scientific understanding of Scripture, 

but it is helpful to have this knowledge in 

hand when people speak and act in igno-

rance about the Bible. As Christians we 

can be strong in our faith in God while 

also having a broad perspective on the 

writings of Scripture, and their place in 

history. With so much contrariety in socie-

ty today we can hold fast to who we know 

God to be, through the good news of Jesus 

Christ, passed down to us over thousands 

of years!  

PASTOR NATE  (Continued from page 1) 

October 2, 9, 16, 23  

11 a.m.—12:30 p.m. 
October 2—Relational Evangelism 

October 9 — Justice Seeking 

October 16 — Welcoming 

October 23—Respectful Evangelism 

Join Pastor Nate for this 

short-term study direct-

ly following worship. 

Sign-up or call the 

church office to reserve 

your book.  

Me, An Evangelist? Sharing Our Faith Stories 
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Notes  

and  

Notices 

St. Paul lovely souls: I am luxuriating in the 

afterglow of your generous and beautiful 

celebration of our time together at St. Paul! 

This is an attempt to put into words my in-

tense joy and avalanche of memories!  

 My most humble thanks to everyone, 

especially my amazing colleagues Pastor 

Nate, Lori and Dàmaris! To all those who 

showed so much generosity for this celebra-

tion: Jacquie and family, Pastor Tom, 

Sue, Sandy, Norm, Kathleen . . . and every 

beautiful soul at St. Paul! I know I have 

missed saying thank you to so many, but 

please know I am counting my blessing at 

this writing, with your smiling face fully 

envisioned!  

 Seeing so many vibrant St. Paul mo-

ments in the beautiful slideshow, reminds 

me of our extended church family who 

have moved from the temporal, but with 

beautiful personalities so immediate. Thank 

you for the reminder of all the joys of God’s 

church past, and present in the sanctuary 

today!  

 Thank you for splendid years of “G,C, 

and D,” socks and organ pedals, laughs, 

winks, tears, specialized after-the-service 

hugs, new rap and vintage, classical and 

rock, unchangeable and renewed.  

 Thank you also, for the honor of allow-

ing me to be a part of your life and family! 

May God bless you with joy, and when not 

joyous, strength that leads to renewed 

peace!  

 

With great gratitude!  

Soli Deo gloria 

Chris 

 

Wendall Christian Winn 

Sandy and I would like to thank the entire 

congregation for participating  

In the celebration  

 For Chris 
 

We thank you for all the pictures  

and videos  

 Of Chris, adults, and kiddoes 

 

Thank you for all the memories written and 

spoken these last few weeks. 

Thanks for all the salads, fruit, and treats. 

 

Thank you Emcee and program people  

And all those who participated 

 under the steeple 

 

Thanks for coming to meetings 

 and tossing around ideas 

Thanks for talking during the program 

 and Trivia 
 

Thanks for writing poems 

 and odes and  songs 

Thanks for camaraderie and making people 

feel like they belong 
 

Thanks for inviting relatives and friends 

And for all the good wishes you did send 
 

Thanks for setting up tables 

 and taking them down 

Thanks everyone who helped with all 

smiles and nary a frown 
 

Thanks for flowers and decorations and 

tables to adore 

Thanks for donations and anchors galore 
 

Thanks for assembly lines of food  

And for cutting cake, so good! 
 

Thanks for washing linens and cleaning. 

From start to finish everything 

 was gleaming 
 

 Thanks to the entire St. Paul Congregation 

Thanks for an incredible celebration 

Which gave Christian Much elation 
 

Thank you Chris for having an event 

So that we could all come together and 

let good wishes be sent!!!! 
 

We all love you Chris and appreciate 

your ability to be Our  cornerstone, 

 our lynchpin, our Anchor!!!!  

J Nolan 



Page 14 Volume 21, Issue 10 

Don't forget our 
homebound and 

those in extended 
care facilities 

In Our Thoughts  and Prayers. . .  

STRENGTH, HEALING, COMFORT, 

MERCY, PRAISE AND 

THANKSGIVING—For the people of 

every land and nation. 

 

HEALING  

Russ Holden Doug & Shirley Strom 

Ning Amante Charles Austin  

Dee Ermes Natalie Reggio  

Martha Huff Karen Legel  

Noelle WallaceRobert Francis  

Yvonne WinstonJanice Noren  

Rachel Bedard Bob Wolf  

Margaret Swanson Ardis Carroll  

Sandy Roberts Dale Richards 

Nancy Romstedt Ronald Likes  

Michael & Danielle Heinle—Family of Kathy 

Peters  

Marge Shaw—Mother of Todd Shaw 

Greg Richardson—Son of Leslie Richardson 

Daveda Baglio—Former member 

Dr. Diane White—Dentist of Kathy Peters 

Laura Dominguez —Friend of Jacquie Nolan  

Angie Milligan—Friend of Christine Brynes 

Kristine Kosiak—Friend of Sue Bedell 

Nancy Carnehl—Friend of Veronica Sandoval 

Suzie Young—Mother of Veronica Sandoval 

Laura Jelensky —Friend of Suzie Beining 

 

STRENGTH AND HEALING  

Marilyn Minnich  

Tom Peters 

Marjorie Legel   

Mary Liles 

Pastor Mark Cansino  

Karly—Daughter of Nancy Romstedt 

Graham Stark — Father of Lawrence Stark 

Al Cracchiolo — Friend of Carol Pankow 

 

COMFORT 

The Vanderford Family on the death of 

Celette Vanderford 

The Jimenez Family on the death of Sara 

Jimenez 

 

SAFETY  

Park Vista’s activity director’s family in 

Poland and Romania —Friend of Leslie 

Richardson 

Petty Officer 3 EM Roxy Mueller —Cousin/

Niece of Stone Salpaka Family 

1st Lieutenant George H Cushman, 1-77AR - 

Friend of Kathy Salter 

Ning Amante 

211 E. Panorama Ct. 

Brea, CA 92821-3443 

714-332-8318 

 

Dee Ermes 

2525 N. Brea Blvd. #118 

Fullerton, CA 92835 

714-256-7050 

 

Mary Linnell 

8825 Canary Ave  

Fountain Valley, CA 92708  

 

Marilyn Minnich 

TBA 

Moving to new facility 
 

Janeen Ostby 

1261 Montevideo Ave. 

Placentia, CA 92870-3908 

 

Leslie Richardson 

Park Vista AL 

2527 Brea Blvd. #228 

Fullerton, CA 92835-8083 

714-256-5859 

 

Margaret Swanson 

Crescendo  

351 E. Palm Dr. #116 

Placentia, CA 92870-3232 
 

 

Yvonne Winston 

805 W. Glennwood Cir. 

Fullerton, CA 92832-1017 

714-446-8845 

 

Marjorie Young 

1925 Sunny Crest Dr. #140 

Fullerton, CA 92835-3617 

 
 

 

show grace, when we offer forgiveness, we are 

showing people a glimpse of Jesus.  

In a culture that relishes pointing out oth-

ers’ failure, imagine the impact a Church that 

pours out lavish grace would make.  

So, GO 

The above list isn’t exhaustive. But it is a 

start. It’s the areas I see most lacking in the 

church in America and if I’m honest, my life. If 

we can embody these things, we would be 

well on our way to representing Jesus well to 

those around us.  

So, go. Jesus’ final words on earth were a 

command to GO. Go make disciples of ALL 

people. Of ALL nations. Let me add this… Of 

ALL political parties and stances. Go to them 

too. God loves them and has something in-

credible for them.  

May we put down our political ideologies 

and stop throwing stones. Instead, may we 

pick up a towel and serve those around us. 

Even those with whom we disagree. Let’s get 

back to what’s most important. Jesus has invit-

ed us into a better story, a more fulfilling life. 

Let’s stop settling for Christian nationalism or 

anything less and show those around us who 

Jesus really is.  

By Jeffrey Curtis Poor - Husband. Father. Pas-

tor. Church Planter. Writer. Trying to be more like 

Jesus each day. https://www.rethinknow.org/ 
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DATED MATERIAL- 
PLEASE DELIVER BY October 1, 2022 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE 

9:30 a.m.—Worship Live Stream on Facebook  

9:30 a.m. — Sunday School 

 

The. Rev. Nathaniel D. Allen 

Dámaris Allen, Youth and Family Coordinator 

W. Chris Winn, Director of Music 

Lori Seargeant, Office Administrator 

 

Phone: 714-879-8290 Fax: 714-879-5907 

www.stpaulfullerton.org 

stpaulfullerton@gmail.com 
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A Stephen Ministry  

Congregation 

Search St. Paul Lutheran 

Church - Fullerton, CA 

and “Like” us to follow 

our Facebook page or 

“Subscribe” on YouTube. 

Give Online Here  




