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to serve  
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Journeys 

Inside this issue: 
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is a monthly publication of St. Paul Lutheran Church 

Holy Land Trip  

In 2017 I travelled for the first time 

to the Holy Land with a group of 

young adult leaders from the ELCA. 

Both Damaris and I were invited to be a 

part of this pilgrimage that was formed 

in part to get young adults to be able to 

go to Israel and Palestine, and secondly 

to connect 

them with the 

Lutheran 

Church in the 

Holy Land. 

We were 

trained dur-

ing that first 

trip to be able 

to plan more 

pilgrimages 

and lead oth-

ers on the 

same paths 

we walked. In 

2019 we took 

our first 

group, which was also focused around 

young adults. Soon after that successful 

adventure I began my call at St. Paul 

Lutheran Church, and we planned to 

lead a group once again. Unfortunately 

that trip was postponed because of the 

pandemic, and we are finally planning 

to return next Summer 2023.  

This time all ages are invited to join 

in and experience what we have twice 

now. There are many amazing places 

that we will see but there are two 

things that have caught my attention 

the most. The first is the Sea of Galilee. 

Both times we have been there it has 

been a powerful experience for me. 

First to see the ancient city of Caperna-

um, where Peter’s mother-in-law lived 

and where many of the disciples were 

fishermen. 

You can see 

the old build-

ings that have 

been excavat-

ed. It really 

helps to bring 

the stories of 

Jesus’ early 

ministry in 

Galilee to life.  

There is one 

church in 

particular 

that we visit-

ed, where it is 

said that Je-

sus asked Peter the famous question 

three times after his resurrection: “Do 

you love me?” During the pilgrimage 

in 2019 everyone took off their shoes 

and waded out into the water and one 

of the members asked me to do a 

Thanksgiving for Baptism right then 

and there. To walk where Jesus and his 

disciples walked, to wade out into the 

water where Jesus had walked above it. 

It is an amazing feeling, that I wish eve-

SEE PASTOR NATE (Continued on page 2) 
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ryone could have. It has helped to re-

new my faith, to strengthen my trust in 

God.   

The second aspect of our pilgrimag-

es has been the gift of getting to meet 

local people who currently live in the 

Holy Land. Sometimes we might go on 

trips like this and treat them just like 

any tourist vacation. We don’t always 

take the time to get to know the people 

and culture of the places we travel to. 

As part of our journey we will get to 

meet local members of the Lutheran 

Church in the Holy Land. We will get to 

eat dinner with them, spend time learn-

ing about their cultures, and we will 

have the opportunity to worship with 

local Lutherans. This adds a beautiful, 

relational element to our pilgrimage, 

and allows us the opportunity to reach 

out in ministry to our fellow followers 

of Christ across the world. Instead of 

being a vacation, this trip becomes mis-

sional in purpose. We will not only visit 

places that open up the biblical narra-

tive to us, we will get to know people, 

who can open up the current body of 

Christ to us as well.  

After four years of waiting we will 

finally return to the Holy Land June 12-

21 of 2023, and we hope that you will 

consider joining us to be a part of this 

experience. If you are unable to attend 

we would ask that you prayerfully con-

sider if you have the means to be able to 

help others who want to go but don’t 

have enough resources to make a jour-

ney of this magnitude.  

Please email Pastor Nate to get the 

link online for registration along with 

more information about the trip. You 

can also pick up a printed registration 

form at the church office.  

Thank you and God bless! 

Rally Sunday 

 
When: September 11 

Time: Right after the 9:30 a.m. service  

 

Join in our carnival fun for all ages that day!  

 

Come see and explore the ministries in our 

church. You never know, the Holy Spirit could 

speak to you to join one! Enjoy some lunch and 

fellowship! Most importantly, invite all your 

neighborhood friends.  

 

We hope to see you there!  

 

*Please bring a side dish or dessert to share* 
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Journeys  
Newsletter and  

Compass Bulletin  

Deadlines 
 

Articles for Journeys is by 

noon on the 15th of each 

month, Compass deadline 

is by noon on Monday for 

the following week’s bul-

letin. Please e-mail your  

information to  

Lori Seargeant at  

stpaulfullerton@gmail.com 

________________ 

Journeys is now being 

printed professionally, 

saving St. Paul L.C. an 

estimated $2500 a year in 

printing costs. We would 

like to thank our news-

letter sponsors. Please 

show your support by 

giving them your  

business. 

CHRISTIAN WINN 

C  is for Comfort which Chris does pro-

vide 

     To those who are with us and those who 

have died. 
 

H  is for Hope which Chris receives from 

the Holy Spirit and gladly  

 provides to others through his music 

and all who hear it 

     Hope Anchors our Soul ~Hebrews 6:19 
   

R  is for Respect which we all give Chris 

and he gives us and    

     through his music we always connect. 
 

I   is for Inspiration, Chris is what we all 

aspire to be; kind, talented, and full of 

generosity. 
 

S  is for Sincerity, Chris always gives us 

Clarity. 
 

T  is for Talent which Chris has in abun-

dancy 

    And has had his talent since his  infan-

cy 
 

I  is for Illumination and Chris does shine 

bright 

   I am positive that God gave this to him 

as a Birthright. 
 

A  Is for Anchor and Chris is the An-
chor of our Church 

    He has been with us and with all the 
St Paul Pastors  

 He has been with the old and the 
new 

     Since 1982 
  He is the cornerstone, The keystone, 

the foundation, the lynchpin, the 
mainstay 

 He can never leave, No Way! 
 

N  is for Nice, I have never seen Chris raise 

his voice or    

     Utter a negative phrase 

     He is only capable of giving Praise!              
   

W  is for Winn…er! And we sure got one in 

Chris 

     The hiring committee was not amiss. 
 

I   Is for incredible, indelible, infallible 
 

N  Is for Nuanced and Chris 

     Has influenced… us all 
 

N  is for Natural.  And that Is Chris, noth-

ing artificial, nothing Phony, Just Chris 

The real thing 

 An amazing Human Being! 
 

Congratulations to St Paul for having the 

insight to hold onto Chris 

What a Pleasure  

To have this National Treasure! 

Let us raise our glass to give a toast  

To Chris and his teammate, The Holy Host 

 

To Many, Many More years Of Christian 

Winn our Musical Director 

Thank you so much for never being a defec-

tor!!!!!  ~ J Nolan 

 

“Chris, St. Paul’s Anchor Man” 

(Tune: This Little Light of Mine) 

 

Chris is St. Paul’s anchor man,  

always makes us shine. 

Even if we cannot sing,  

always makes us shine. 

Traditional or more current songs,  

always makes us shine. 

Makes us shine, makes us shine,  

makes us shine. 

 

Chris is St. Paul’s Anchor Man,  

always makes us grow 

Inspires us to do great things,  

always makes us grow 

Trained many voices, one by one, 

always makes us grow. 

Makes us grow, makes us grow,  

makes us grow. 

 

Chris is St. Paul’s anchor man, 

 his talent is extreme. 

SEE CELEBRATION (Continued on page 4) 

Chris Winn—Our Anchor 
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Plays piano while talking to you,  

his talent is extreme. 

Jams with the band, out of the blue,  

his talent is extreme. 

Is extreme, is extreme is extreme 

 

For forty years you’ve kept us strong,  

you are our anchor man.  

For forty years you’ve 

kept us strong,  

you are our anchor 

man.  

For forty years you’ve 

kept us strong,  

you are our anchor 

man. 

Anchor man, anchor 

man, anchor man. . . . .  

By Carole Reiner 

 

 For our Dear 

Chris from all the 

Buffington's he has 

served us, through 

these past forty years. 

 Having only been 

at St Paul since 1973, 

We do remember Chris's first day and 

meeting him out side 

on the lawn in front of the old buildings.  I 

told Gordon, “Too bad we did  not have 

had a daughter.” 

 Chris was always there for us.  Confir-

mations,  baptisms' of our grandchildren, 

Marriages, funerals, etc. 

I remember a pageant which Gordon sang 

the lead and with Chris's help. We also 

jitter-bug at one of the services and a cou-

ple members said it was terrible to dance in 

church.  We looked it up in the Bible was 

mentioned. Where now?  We will have Pas-

tor Nate  hunt it down again for me.  I am 

sure he will find it, since he can dance in 

church too. 

 I can remember Chris playing in a 

small orchestra in a restaurant a couple 

evenings a second job. He can let me know 

about this as I forget. Down near the beach. 

 Chris, you were always there for me, 

Gordon , Mark, Brett & Lance:  Confor-

mations, weddings, 

baptisms, funerals and many other things.  

I have laughed, cried, and loved all of your 

music, singing, and surprises.  God poured 

all these talents into you and knew you 

could be a great 

teacher of music. 

 You are a 

very caring lovable 

person with the 

grandest smile that 

heals.  You will nev-

er know how 

much I thank God 

and so Happy You 

never left St. Paul. 

 God Bless 

You 

All of us, Gordon, 

Mark, Brett, Lance, 

Alyce and Beethoven 

Too, thank you. 

 

 

 “Ode to Chris” 

There once was a boy named Chris 

Whose musical talents were bliss 

He sat down and played- 

For some church women who bade 

He stay or he’d land in an abyss. 

 

No limits he has to sharing his gifts 

With voice and piano our spirits he lifts 

And oh, the entertainment 

When rehearsals were meant 

To clean up the acts and disharmony sift. 
 

With Chris in the lead 

So many memories indeed 

Of Easter, Christmas, and Spasm, 

Jubilate, Lent, Fullerton Nights, he has’m 

Weddings and Funerals, none left in need. 
 

How do we thank so loved a man 

CELEBRATION (Continued from page 3) 

SEE CELEBRATION (Continued on page 7) 
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Women  
of the  
ELCA 
 

September 
2022 

In what seems like the blink of an 

eye, we’re in the heat of summer with 

the summer vacation months behind us 

and a return to fall activities beckoning. 

As I write this, the weather is hot, hover-

ing around 95 degrees and I expect this 

to continue (given past years) well into 

September. I’m thinking back to June 

and July when I enjoyed cool morning 

walks; now I’m enjoying the warm eve-

nings and sometimes even the heat of 

the day (knowing that I can escape into a 

pool or air conditioned room!) 

As I contemplate the fall calendar 

and the return of SPLC activities — bible 

study, Rally Day, WELCA — I’m grate-

ful for how we at St Paul “wrapped up” 

summer with a celebration honoring 

Chris Winn. What a wonderful celebra-

tion of all things Chris: his warmth and 

compassion, his generous and welcom-

ing nature, his positive disposition (I just 

love how he laughs!) and of course, his 

musical talents of which we all enjoy 

and perhaps have even taken for grant-

ed. 

Thank you Chris for all that you give 

to your St. Paul family. We are beyond 

blessed to know you and enjoy your 

gifts. Thank you for giving of yourself so 

very generously. 

Fall festivities abound, and WELCA 

has a couple of items in the works: Be 

sure to jot these on your fall calendar! 

Sept. 7 — Board meeting at 9:30 a.m. 

in the Parish Hall. All are invited.  

Sept. 30 — Ladies Night Out at 

Vicky McCarthy’s home at 6 p.m. Sign 

up on the patio to let us know you’re 

coming (or contact Lori in the office). 

Bring a friend, beverage and appetizer, 

salad or dessert.  We’re also collecting 

cleaning supplies (email coming with 

wish list) to benefit OC United’s 

THRIVE program that provides housing 

to aged out foster youth. 

Nov TBD — WELCA Thankoffering 

Sunday 

WELCA continues to ensure coffee 

and monthly potluck set up/clean up: 

 Sept — Sarah Circle 

 Oct — Rahab Circle 

 Nov — Esther Circle 

 

Thank you to our circle leaders who 

kept their groups connected during the 

summer months. 

Circle meetings will start back up in 

September, contact leaders for details! 

 

Esther: Diane Collins, 714-526-1000,  

dianecollins@edplegal.com 

 Pam Montgomery, 714-526-6417, 

jjjmother@yahoo.com  

Elizabeth: Joyce Wolf, 562-277-2137,  

joylaine06@yahoo.com 

Rahab: Greta Hobson, 714-390-5762,  

greta.goellrich@gmail.com   

Sarah: Sheila Richards, 714-745-5043, 

sherichards@aol.com 

 

 

 

 

WELCA September Update 
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Let it be known to 
all of you, and to all the  

people of Israel, that 
this man is standing be-

fore you in 
good health by the 

name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth,* whom you 
crucified, whom God 
raised from the dead. 

Acts of the Apostles 4.10 

It’s Immunizations Awareness Month 

Infants, children, teens and adults all need immunizations it seems.  We know that 

childhood vaccines have proven to be one of the most effective public health strategies to 

control and prevent disease. The CDC annually recommends guidelines for all ages on vac-

cines needed. 

 

Child vaccination coverage remains high in our country, and most parents are confi-

dent in the safety and effectiveness of vaccines. Unfortunately, the spread of myths and 

misinformation have put some areas at risk. When misleading information circulates, vac-

cination coverage can fall and increase the risk of outbreaks of totally vaccine-preventable 

diseases. Thanks, to today’s vaccines it has shown a dramatic decline in mortality of many 

diseases that have plagued communities for many years. Below find a chart showing the 

various diseases we have immunizations for the symptoms associated with each disease 

and complications that can accompany the disease. 

 

Along with the above-mentioned vaccines there are newer ones added that have pre-

vented other problems.  Rotavirus (CRV), Human Papillomavirus (HPV), Meningococcal 

(MCVH), and the Corona Virus vaccine. 

The most important thing is for parents is to discuss thoroughly with their child’s doc-

tor’s advice on a schedule for your child’s vaccines.  We know that vaccines are one of the 

most important life-saving interventions of all time.  At present there is approximately 90% 

of all the children entering Kindergarten are fully vaccinated. The following from NIH 

show the estimates of the decline in the morbidity of diseases due to these vaccines. 

SEE HEALTH (Continued on page 7) 
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ALL CHURCH WORK DAY 
September 10, 2022, from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. at St. Paul  

Diphtheria 100% Smallpox 100% 

Measles 99.9% Mumps 95.9% 

Poliomyelitis 100% Tetanus 92.9% 

Rubella 99.9% Pertussis 92.2% 

Congenital Rubella Syndrome     99.3% 

 

Statistics show that we do well by our children and getting all the immunizations 

they need; however, it is not as positive for adults. The yearly death rate of adults dying 

from vaccine preventable diseases runs 40,000-80,000.  Mostly from Influenzas, Pneumo-

coccal disease, Zoster (Shingles) and Pertussis (Whooping cough). Vaccines are recom-

mended for adults based on age, health conditions, and job requirements. Again, adults 

check with your doctors to see if you are up on your vaccines. 

Most recommended for those of us over 65 are the following: Influenza-yearly 

Tetanus, Diphtheria, Pertussis (Tdap) once, then following it (Td) every 10 years. 

Pneumococcal 1 dose only, Zoster 1 dose only. 

Don’t forget when travelling abroad there may be additional vaccines needed for 

your travel safely.  For more information on vaccines when travelling contact, the  

CDC; CDC : 1 (800) 232-4636 or email CDC.gov 

Hope this has been helpful, much of the information was obtained from the CDC 

and NIH. 

HEALTH (Continued from page 6) 

For his music, his humor, his “yes, I can” 

The young, the middle, the old all adore 

him 

We love how you like to create on  a whim, 

Please never leave this grateful church fam! 

~Annette Nygard 

                                                                                             

Dedication to Chris Winn’s 4 

0th Anniversary    

Sung to the hymn “What a Friend We Have 

in Jesus” 
 

What a friend we have in Christian; 

Lovely music fills the air. 

Kindness, love, and dedication; 

Always shows us that he cares. 

40 years he’s shared his talent;  

Choirs and concerts to enjoy; 

He’s the one that keeps us grounded;  

We’re so blessed he’s such a joy! 
 

What a friend we have in Christian; 

Converses while he still plays on. 

Sings, directs, and plays the ivories; 

All in sync  -  OUR “three in ONE”. 

With a smiling face he greets us; 

Rehearsals filled with so much fun. 

His goodness plus his gentle spirit; 

St. Paul  -  40 years  -  the lottery WON! 

by Sharon Huemoller 

CELEBRATION (Continued from page 4) 
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Summer was indeed busy at St Paul Lutheran church. 

We had a great time with the high school youth in our trip to Sequoia Nation-

al Park. We reflected on a few psalms and meditated every day creating opportu-

nities to reconnect with God, Nature and each other. We made our own psalm 

and art during the trip and we were able to share this experience during our ser-

vice on July 31. 

Also, the fist week of August we had our Music camp. We had so much fun 

learning songs from other countries and acknowledge how other Christians wor-

ship in their different cultures. 

I’m exited for the year ahead! Please join us for Rally Sunday on September 11 

and stop at the Youth and Family ministries table to learn about our new curricu-

lum for Sunday School and other excited event coming up soon!! 

Youth & Family  

Starting September 18 from 8-9 a.m. in the Parish Hall 

Each week we will look at a different article of the Augsburg Confes-

sion.  We will discuss its historical implications as well as conversation 

about how we can relate each confession to our current day context.  Please 

let Pastor Nate know if you would like to connect online via Zoom to this 

study!   

The Augsburg Confession  
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 Look Who’s Dancing - Nickels for Nick!  

Please continue saving your nickels for Nick for Look Who’s Dancing so that Path-

ways of Hope can take that change to make a change in the lives of others!!!  You can 

write a check as well. You can use the QR code and donate straight to Nick. If you write a 

check, you can put Nick Preston in the memo line and send it to Lori or give the check to 

Jacquie Nolan. Thank you for supporting Nick and Pathways of Hope. The actual dance 

is October 22 at 7 p.m. at the Fullerton College Theater. Tickets are available online. Again 

go to Nick’s page and he will get credit for the tickets purchased. If anyone still needs a 

bottle to collect their change please let Jacquie Nolan know.. Jacquie.nolan9@gmail.com  

 

Come one, Come all 
 

 To The Prestons Brunch y’all!  
 

Our goal? To have Fun  

And Raise funds 
 

For Nick and Pathways of Hope  

 The date for this soiree 

Is OCTOBER 1, a Saturday 

At Noon 

Wear light clothing so you don’t swoon 
 

 There will be a Bloody Mary Bar 

 So you may not want to drive your car! 
 

A Mimosa Station 

 Again, More Libation! 
 

The more you imbibe  

The better your Vibe 

Our Goal? To collect much Change 

 To make a positive change 

For those affected by hunger and Homelessness. 
 

There will be Brunch Items and a BBQ lunch 

 There will be many items to munch. 
 

 I think you might see some form of Spam  

You know… the kind made of Ham 
 

Our Goal? 

 To raise Much Cash  

At this Lunch and Brunch Bash 

[There is a prize for the best dancing and a prize for the person who raises the most 

money.  We want Nick to win both categories!!!] 
 

So, Come one Come All 

And we need you to text or Call Or email your RSVP 

 By 9/27 To kathleensjpreston@gmail.com 

Or Nick’s cell: 310-779-5417 

 See you soon 
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 Bear one another’s 
burdens, and in this 
way you will fulfill 
 the law of Christ  

Galatians 6:2 
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Currently we have 6 

Stephen Ministers and  

4 Leaders. Currently 

Serving in 6 Caring  

Relationships 

7 Lies Christians Believe About God 

What you believe about God is the 

most important thing about you. More im-

portant than the decisions you make. More 

important than the spiritual disciplines 

you practice. Your image of God shapes 

who you become.  

A.W. Tozer said if we could extract 

from any man a complete answer to the 

question, what comes to mind when you 

think about God? we could with certainty 

determine the spiritual future of that man. 

What does your spiritual future look like? 

Sit still. Close your eyes. Use your mind to 

paint God on the canvas of your con-

sciousness. Who is he or she? No, not the 

Sunday school answer. Correct answers 

won’t help you. We’re talking about your 

actual life here. Honesty is the only policy.  

Is God a long-bearded crank who 

walks with a limp and a stick he uses to 

pop those blasted kids every time they 

come on his porch?  

Is God a wrath-filled father whose un-

yielding anger ignites fear in your soul? Is 

God a gun-wielding, Republican-card-

toting American who supports the troops? 

Is God a distant father who seems apathet-

ic about the problems in your life.  

Who is God to you, really?  

Until you allow this question in the 

front door of your heart and mind, your 

life won’t change. You will continue doing 

the same things and feeling the same ways 

because your image of God is the cause of 

everything you say, think and do, not the 

effect.  

If you want to grow spiritually, in oth-

er words – and I hope you do – you need 

to ask yourself what you believe about 

God.  

That’s what I’m going to do here, in 

this post. I’m going to expose some lies I 

used to believe about God, lies that kept 

me small and angry, shackled to the chains 

of apathy and comfort. What follows isn’t 

the correct answer to the question Who is 

God? – as if such a thing exists. It doesn’t, 

and if you think it does, you have a solid 

place to start in your quest for a better im-

age of God (Lie=God loves certainty). 

These are some lies I’ve wrestled with and 

tried to move past. And I’m a healthier 

Christian for it. 

Here are 7 lies Christians believe about 

God.   

1. God is in control.  

God isn’t in control because God 

doesn’t care about control. We do. Control 

is a word we throw onto God because we 

need certainty. We need answers for every 

terrible thing that happens on this terres-

trial ball.  

Thinking God is in control creates a lot 

of problems, both for us and for God. The 

biggest is this: if God is in control, then he 

doesn’t care about the suffering of actual 

people. If he did, he would do something. 

He would intervene.  

What if God can’t? Not because he’s 

doesn’t have the power or whatever. Let’s 

move beyond that. What if God can’t be-

cause control isn’t a word in God’s lexi-

con? What if God is something more than 

our response to all the unanswerable trag-

edies in our world?  

Hint: he is.  

God doesn’t want to eliminate suffer-

ing and tragedy. He wants to dwell with 

us through it. Is this not the message of the 

cross? Of course, it is. And this is the mes-

sage we need. Desperately. God isn’t dis-

tant or absent. He endured the worst pain 

this world has to offer, so we know that no 

matter how hard our life becomes, God is 

with us.  

2. God created me for a unique pur-

pose. 

Thanks, Rick Warren. No disrespect. 

I’m thankful for Purpose-Driven Life and 

SEE STEPHEN MINISTRY (Continued on page 11) 
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the awakening it created. But bright lights 

cast a long shadow. And the shadow of 

the purpose-driven life movement is the 

belief that if you’re not doing something 

special, spectacular for God, your life is a 

waste. 

God didn’t create you for a unique 

purpose. He created you for relationship. 

You exist to live in relationship with God. 

God’s love is the reason you’re here.  

Another big problem with this lie? It 

makes us believe God loves us only for 

what we do or accomplish. And the more 

someone accomplishes, the more God 

loves him or her. So, you spend your life 

trying to earn God’s approval instead of 

resting in the approval you already have. 

This is an exhausting way to live. 

There’s not a single thing you can do 

to earn God’s love. You have it right now, 

all of it, an eternity’s worth of divine ac-

ceptance. So, rest in it. 

3. God loves me, but he doesn’t like 

me.  

I fancy myself as someone who loves 

everyone, but that doesn’t mean I like 

you. For example, I love politicians, 

meaning I recognize them as men and 

women created in the image of God, just 

like me. But I’d rather someone club in 

the nuggets than spend time with any of 

them. I don’t like politicians. Or anyone 

who watches the Bachelor (Hello – noth-

ing on that show is real. Why romanticize 

fake love? Go find the real thing.) 

Many Christians believe God sees us 

the way I see politicians. He’s fine with 

letting us into heaven and all, but he 

would never enjoy our presence.  

This is a lie, one-hundred percent 

false. God loves you, yes. But he also likes 

you. He longs for intimacy with you. He 

is fond of you.  

This lie is the firstborn of American 

Christianity, where believing the right 

things about God equals relationship with 

God. The problem with this – you proba-

bly see it – is your relationship with The 

Maker of the Stars is based on your ac-

tions and behaviors, which will never be 

good enough.  

God is fond of you, longs for relation-

ship with you, because you’re made in his 

image. 

4. God is a Christian. 

What does it mean to be a Christian? 

Ask 1000 people and you might get hun-

dreds of different answers. So, if you be-

lieve God is a Christian, what you mean is 

you believe you’ve cornered the market 

on correct theology. When you believe 

this, two things happen, both are bad: you 

take the Creator of the Stars and place 

him in a box and you believe God is now 

confined to your box.  

What if God is infinitely more than 

you can imagine right now? What if God 

is greater than your little mind can fathom 

at this point? Or here’s one: what if you’re 

wrong about your beliefs about God? 

I don’t believe God is a Christian.  

I believe God is love, which means I 

might find God among my church friends 

or I might find God in the slums of India. 

I might find God in my safe, suburban 

neighborhood or I might find in the man-

sions of Martha’s Vineyard or the projects 

in downtown Chicago. I might find God 

in a conversation with my pastor or I 

might find him in the words of a Buddhist 

or Muslim.  

God isn’t confined to your box. Or 

mine. Go ahead place him in there if you 

want. Reinforce it with correct theology 

and loads of Bible verses that support 

your beliefs. And God, in his grace, might 

reveal himself in your box. But he’s not 

confined to it. And if you don’t believe 

this, I’m not sure you understand God (or 

the Bible).  

5. God sends people to hell.  

STEPHEN MINISTRY (Continued from page 10) 
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If God is a father, I struggle to under-

stand how he sends people to hell. “Well, 

Frank, he doesn’t send people to hell. Peo-

ple choose to go there.” With all due re-

spect, do you think I’m dumb? That’s the 

same thing, using more digestible words.  

This theology is problematic for a lot of 

reasons. First of all, what about mentally 

disabled people? “Well, they can’t choose. 

They go to heaven.” Okay, what about the 

ones with mental disorders like PTSD. One 

of my good friends killed himself after 

serving two tours in Iraq. He had PTSD. 

You want me to believe he’s in hell, after 

loving God his entire life? He wasn’t a bad 

person. He saw things no human should 

see and a mental disorder hijacked his ra-

tional brain. I believe he’s with God now, 

as I scribble these words. 

The bigger issue here is our absolute 

obsession with hell. We need hell, I’m con-

vinced, because we need to know people 

pay for their sins. We need a tit-for-tat 

God. Until it comes to our own sins, then 

we want an infinitely gracious God.  

I mean, really. We need to know Hitler 

paid for his sins? And an appropriate 

amount of payment is what…eternal tor-

ment and agony. C’mon, you can’t really 

believe that.  

“Well, Frank, that’s just the way it is.”  

Is it, though? What if that’s not the way 

it is? I don’t know if hell exists or not. May-

be there is a form of separation that occurs 

when someone consciously chooses evil. 

But I hope not. I hope every living thing 

abides with God for all of eternity. Except 

cats. And mosquitos. I’m fine if they don’t 

abide with God in the next life. 

If God is Love, I think somehow, in 

ways we can’t yet understand, this Love 

overcomes all evil and hatred, and all liv-

ing things dwell with God for eternity.  

6. God doesn’t care about my ordinary 

life.  

God cares about the dailiness of life, 

not the greatness of it. 

Because the church has made Sunday 

morning the apex of Christian life, and be-

cause Sunday mornings are about profes-

sionals and performances and spotlights 

and emotional highs, many Christians be-

lieve their ordinary life doesn’t matter. 

What’s worse, many Christians believe 

God doesn’t care about their ordinary life, 

that there’s nothing godly or redeeming 

about going to work or paying bills or 

cleaning the house or going to Walmart for 

the fourth time in two days. There’s noth-

ing worse than going to Wal-Mart. If you 

can leave that cavernous smorgasbord of 

excess with a smile on your face, you’re a 

saint of the highest order.   

Remember when God revealed himself 

to Elijah in 1 Kings? How did he do it? Not 

through a strong wind. Not through an 

earthquake or a fire. He revealed himself 

through a whisper. A whisper!  

Modern-day translation: when God 

wants to reveal himself to Frank (or Suzy 

or fill in the blank) how does he do it? Not 

through an emotional Sunday morning 

worship. Not through a powerful Bible 

Study at Starbucks. He reveals himself 

through the meaningless banter of my chil-

dren or a workout at my gym or the fold-

ing of clothes. 

God cares about the dailiness of life, 

not the greatness of it. 

7. The cross was God’s idea.  

My entire life I heard Jesus died on the 

cross for my sins, meaning God poured out 

the wrath on Jesus that I deserved. Without 

the cross, I couldn’t have a relationship 

with God.  

This creates so many problems. First, it 

paints God as an angry, wrathful deity, 

and it’s hard to come near to an angry, 

wrathful deity. Second, it creates a transac-

tional faith, one where your focus is doing 
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Operation Christmas Child 
While you continue to collect change for Nick Preston, Please do not forget 

about Operation Christmas Child. For September we are collecting school sup-

plies: spiral notebooks, coloring books, pens, pencils, colored pencils, crayons, 

erasers and pencil sharpeners.  Thanks again for your continued support of Path-

ways of Hope and Operation Christmas Child.  

the right things so God will approve of 

you.  

You can’t transform inside of transac-

tional religion. Write that down.  

The cross wasn’t God’s idea. God did-

n’t send Jesus to the cross. Man did. Jesus 

willing went to the cross to expose the 

powers and principalities, to reveal all the 

false, destructive ways we deal with 

Truth. To show, once and for all, that evil 

has no power over Love, that violence will 

never heal the world. 

_____ 

God is far more than our minds can 

fathom. That’s why we can never settle for 

the image of God we have right now. We 

must remain curious. Ask hard questions. 

Lean more and more into Love.  

May you have the courage to examine 

your own life, to let go of any lies. Be pa-

tience. There is no end goal here. Only the 

journey.  

Grace and peace, friends.  

 
written by Frank Powell July 11, 2022  
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Don't forget our 
homebound and 

those in extended 
care facilities 

In Our Thoughts  and Prayers. . .  

STRENGTH, HEALING, COMFORT, 

MERCY, PRAISE AND 

THANKSGIVING—For the people of 

every land and nation. 

 

HEALING  

Russ Holden  

Shirley Strom 

Ning Amante  

Celette Vanderford  

Charles Austin  

Dee Ermes 

Natalie Reggio  

Martha Huff  

Karen Legel  

Noelle Wallace 

Robert Francis  

Yvonne Winston 

Janice Noren  

Rachel Bedard  

Bob Wolf  

Margaret Swanson 

Ardis Carroll   

Sandy Roberts  

Dale Richards 

Nancy Romstedt 

Ronald Likes  

Michael & Danielle Heinle—Family of 

Kathy Peters  

Marge Shaw—Mother of Todd Shaw 

Greg Richardson—Son of Leslie 

Richardson 

Daveda Baglio—Former member 

Dr. Diane White—Dentist of Kathy Peters 

Sarah Delinski— Friend of Bob Wolf 

Jim & Alice Jones—Family of Sara 

Jimenez 

Laura Dominguez —Friend of Jacquie 

Nolan  

Angie Milligan—Friend of Christine 

Brynes 

Kristine Kosiak—Friend of Sue Bedell 

Nancy Carnehl—Friend of Veronica 

Sandoval 

 

STRENGTH AND HEALING  

Marilyn Minnich  

Tom Peters 

Marjorie Legel   

Mary Liles 

Pastor Mark Cansino  

Karly—Daughter of Nancy Romstedt 

Graham Stark — Father of Lawrence Stark 

Al Cracchiolo — Friend of Carol Pankow 

 

SAFETY  

Park Vista’s activity director’s family in 

Poland and Romania —Friend of Leslie 

Richardson 

Petty Officer 3 EM Roxy Mueller —

Cousin/Niece of Stone Salpaka Family 

1st Lieutenant George H Cushman, 1-

77AR - Friend of Kathy Salter 

Ning Amante 

211 E. Panorama Ct. 

Brea, CA 92821-3443 

714-332-8318 

 

Dee Ermes 

2525 N. Brea Blvd. #118 

Fullerton, CA 92835 

714-256-7050 

 

Mary Linnell 

8825 Canary Ave  

Fountain Valley, CA 92708  

 

Marilyn Minnich 

2411 E La Palma Ave 

Anaheim, CA 92806-2240 
 

Janeen Ostby 

1261 Montevideo Ave. 

Placentia, CA 92870-3908 

 

Leslie Richardson 

Park Vista AL 

2527 Brea Blvd. #228 

Fullerton, CA 92835-8083 

714-256-5859 

 

Margaret Swanson 

Crescendo  

351 E. Palm Dr. #116 

Placentia, CA 92870-3232 
 

Celette Vanderford 

15538 Mottley Dr. 

La Mirada, CA 90638-5463 

714-521-0614 
 

Yvonne Winston 

805 W. Glennwood Cir. 

Fullerton, CA 92832-1017 

714-446-8845 

 

Marjorie Young 

1925 Sunny Crest Dr. #140 

Fullerton, CA 92835-3617 
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DATED MATERIAL- 
PLEASE DELIVER BY September 1, 2022 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE 

9:30 a.m.—Worship Live Stream on Facebook  

 

The. Rev. Nathaniel D. Allen 

Dámaris Allen, Youth and Family Coordinator 

W. Chris Winn, Director of Music 

Lori Seargeant, Office Administrator 

 

Phone: 714-879-8290 Fax: 714-879-5907 

www.stpaulfullerton.org 

stpaulfullerton@gmail.com 
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A Stephen Ministry  

Congregation 

Search St. Paul Lutheran 

Church - Fullerton, CA 

and “Like” us to follow 

our Facebook page or 

“Subscribe” on YouTube. 

Give Online Here  




