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The Blessing is Always Stronger Than the Curse 

Who could have expected what 

would happen on January 6, 2021? In-

surrectionists fought with police and 

entered the capitol building of the Unit-

ed States with seemingly little impuni-

ty. Many are now being arrested or 

have been arrested for their involve-

ment, and this event has sparked out-

rage among people of all backgrounds 

and political leanings. 

This should be one of 

those types of events 

that the vast majority 

of people in this coun-

try can agree on. 

Something that we can 

come together on and 

say this is wrong, in-

cluding the lack of ad-

equate preparation 

and response. This 

type of mob attack/

rule, incendiary re-

marks, and attack on 

the powers of govern-

ment without any evidence is exactly 

what we are enabled to stand against as 

citizens. This is what our constitution 

and the separation of powers is sup-

posed to protect us against.  

Unfortunately, I’ve seen much of 

the opposite to this kind of unified 

stance. I’ve seen broad groups of peo-

ple painted with the brush of being 

white supremacists because of the ac-

tions of extremist groups. In any other 

situation, we would never agree to clas-

sify a whole demographic or cultural 

group as one way because of the ac-

tions of some, therefore we should not 

hold a double standard in this regard. 

If we can come together as a whole to 

denounce these kinds of blatant threats 

to a democratic nation then perhaps we 

can find a way to unify and move for-

ward. I am concerned 

that attacking whole 

swathes of people will 

only add fuel to the fire. 

On the other hand, we 

who come from a Euro-

pean-decent that has 

now been amalgamated 

into “white,” must in-

deed reckon with the 

effects of white suprem-

acy on so many aspects 

of our society through-

out the history of this 

country. Even if we our-

selves have not taken 

part in these acts directly, in many 

ways, we have benefitted from the col-

or of our skin over generations, includ-

ing the accumulation of property and 

wealth. We should take this seriously 

and seek ways to work for the empow-

erment of all people especially the most 

vulnerable in our society. In the text of 

the Ten Commandments it says that 

God punishes the sins of those who 

SEE PASTOR NATE (Continued on page 3) 
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Dear Friends in Christ, 

 

During this time of the pandemic, 

we are reminded that St. Paul is a gifted 

and generous congregation seeking to 

serve and disciple others to “mirror 

Christ.” We have drastically changed 

the way we worship to a mainly virtual 

platform. I want to thank all those who 

have made these virtual services possi-

ble. Our church staff and Council mem-

bers continue to impeccably guide our 

church through these uncertain times. 

We believe our virtual presence has be-

come a vital part of our outreach minis-

try by allowing members and non-

members to worship with us from 

across the nation. In the upcoming 

weeks we will be upgrading our audio/

visual equipment to further support 

our virtual ministry, which will contin-

ue even after it is safe to return to in-

person worship.  

Recently, we were able to utilize the 

Capital Campaign funds to profession-

ally restore the beams surrounding the 

sanctuary. Hooray!! We have also in-

stalled several Ring security cameras to 

ensure the safety of those visiting our 

church campus and remain good stew-

ards of our property. Security cameras 

are located across the campus as well as 

inside the sanctuary, narthex, and 

church office. Council continues to 

monitor the security of the church cam-

pus through the Ring cameras. A few 

incidents resulted in police arrest for 

parole violations, drug possession and 

misdemeanor property damage. Please 

remain vigilant when visiting the 

church, and I encourage you, when 

possible, to only visit the campus dur-

ing regular business hours.  

Under Pastor Nate’s leadership, we 

will be starting “Back to the Basics” 

strategic plan to continue through 2022. 

As the details of this strategic plan are 

elucidated in the upcoming months, I 

encourage you (yes, you!) to make a 

concerted effort to engage in one of its 

many service/fellowship programs. I 

strongly believe that with increased in-

volvement from ALL congregation 

members, St. Paul’s ministry can grow 

and thrive. With the lifestyle changes 

occurring due to the pandemic, the up-

coming year promises to be an exciting 

one with many new opportunities for 

involvement on the horizon.  

 

God’s Blessings, 

 

Kathleen Preston 

President 

Council Update 
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Journeys  
Newsletter and  

Compass Bulletin  

Deadlines 
 

Articles for Journeys is by 

noon on the 15th of each 

month, Compass deadline 

is by noon on Monday for 

the following week’s bul-

letin. Please e-mail your  

information to Lori Sear-

geant at  

stpaulfullerton@gmail.com 

________________ 

Journeys is now being 

printed professionally, 

saving St. Paul L.C. an 

estimated $2500 a year in 

printing costs. We would 

like to thank our news-

letter sponsors. Please 

show your support by 

giving them your  

business. 

break his commands to the third and 

fourth generation. The consequences of 

these actions will continue on it says 

for generations. It’s no wonder that we 

are still seeing the consequences in our 

country of Jim Crow, as well as dis-

crimination that has continued up to 

the present day.  

Perhaps you think I’m being too 

political, or on the other hand, not po-

litical enough. I’m simply trying to 

point out that there are things in socie-

ty that we should be able to gather 

around and agree this is important, and 

we are not going to get there though if 

we continue to denigrate everyone who 

disagrees with us on other issues. We 

have to at the same time not get offend-

ed by what someone is saying, have an 

open mind, and be able to express our 

perspective to others. We need to have 

this to keep the relationship going, to 

keep the conversation going, or else we 

will just shut down and stay trapped in 

our bubble of people that agree with us 

already. We will never grow and 

change, except to grow further and fur-

ther apart from each other’s groups.  

In the story of the Gospel for Janu-

ary 17, Jesus encounters a man named 

Nathanael, and Nathanael says some-

thing offensive about Jesus’ hometown 

of Nazareth. But Jesus takes it all in 

stride and even uses some humor in his 

response back. The good thing is that 

Nathanael was not completely closed 

off to Jesus, and after being shown a 

small amount of evidence of who Jesus 

was, he was willing to change his 

mind. He was open to being shown he 

was wrong.  

Jesus gives us another example of 

this in his encounter with the Sy-

rophoenician woman. She was a gentile 

who went to Jesus asking him to heal 

her daughter. He said something high-

ly offensive to her, calling her a dog. 

Now she could have responded with 

indignation here, she could have 

walked off in a huff at what Jesus said. 

But she was focused on the healing of 

her daughter above all else, and was 

not to be dissuaded. She responds with 

cleverness, and she earns the respect of 

Jesus, who also shows us that even he 

is open to hearing us and our perspec-

tives. He promptly heals her daughter 

without even moving from his spot, 

and she goes away with great joy.  

PASTOR NATE (Continued from page 1) 

SEE PASTOR NATE (Continued on page 7) 

We enter 2021 with great news:  St Paul ended 2020 with a small positive net 

income for the year which was greater than budgeted amount. 

Your council thanks you for all your continued stewardship efforts of tithing, 

special offerings, and contributions of time and talents.  We do all this for the glo-

ry of God. 

December Financial Highlights 

12 Dec-20 AVG MONTH DEC 2020 YTD DEC 2019 YTD 

TOTAL 
INCOME $72,667 $38,422 $461,061 $472,828 

NET $27,984 $492 $5,900 -$2,407 
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Let it be known to 
all of you, and to all the  

people of Israel, that 
this man is standing be-

fore you in 
good health by the 

name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth,* whom you 
crucified, whom God 
raised from the dead. 

Acts of the Apostles 4.10 

COVID-19  vaccines help our body 

develop immunity to the corona virus 

that causes COVID without having to 

get the illness. 

The body is left with a supply of “ 

memory “ of T lymphocytes that will 

remember how to fight the virus in the 

future. 

It typically takes a few weeks for the 

body to produce T lymphocytes and B 

lymphocytes after vaccination .Therefore 

it is possible that a person could be in-

fected with 

the virus 

just before 

or just after 

the vaccina-

tion and 

then get sick 

because the 

vaccine did 

not have 

enough time 

to provide 

protection . 

Sometimes after vaccination , the 

process of building immunity can cause 

symptoms such as a fever. 

Theas symptoms are normal and a 

sign that the body is building immunity , 

Stopping a pandemic requires all 

the tools available. Vaccines work with 

your immune system so your body will 

be ready to fight the virus if you are ex-

posed. 

Other steps like wearing a mask and 

social distancing help your chances of 

avoiding exposure to the virus or 

spreading it to others. 

Together , COVID-19 vaccinations 

and following the CDC’s recommenda-

tions to protect yourself and others will 

offer the best protection. 

Most COVID-19 vaccines require 

more than one shot . all but one vaccine 

use 2 shots—the first shot starts building 

immunity & the second a few weeks lat-

er is needed to get the most protection. 

Mask wearing is important whether 

you are sick or not,  and continue to 

wear a mask after being vaccinated , as 

the vaccine is not 100 %  effective. 

Re move your mask carefully by the 

straps and don’t 

touch the front. 

Wash your hands 

after removing or 

use a disinfectant.  

If you have a man-

ufactured mask , 

you can reuse it. 

If you have a 

homemade mask, 

wash it in the 

laundry on a regu-

lar basis. 

Keep your hands away from your 

face Don’t neglect other important steps 

like the need to wash your hands for 20 

seconds in warm soapy water frequent-

ly. 

Stay home if you are sick. 

 

The  Bottom Line 

Getting vaccinated is one of the 

many steps you can take to protect your-

self and others from COVID-19 . Protec-

tion is critically important because for 

some people, it can cause severe illness 

or death. It’s been reported by hospital 

workers that the patients who are dying 

now are in the 30 – 40 year old range. 

Please be careful and stay safe. 

COVID-19 Vaccines 
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 Bear one another’s 
burdens, and in this 
way you will fulfill 
 the law of Christ  

Galatians 6:2 
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Currently we have 9 

Stephen Ministers and  

4 Leaders. Currently 

Serving in 8 Caring  

Relationships 

As the COVID-19 pandemic goes 

on, the needs for care continue to grow 

in our congregation and in communi-

ties everywhere. People from all walks 

of life are struggling with a variety of 

challenges—grief, health concerns, iso-

lation, financial strain, anxiety, and 

more. In the midst of all this, our Ste-

phen Ministers are doing amazing 

ministry, providing much-needed 

care.  

Even when Stephen Ministers can-

not meet their care receivers in person, 

they are adapting their ministry by 

meeting by phone or video chat and 

continuing to offer quality care. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With the Christ-centered skills Ste-

phen Ministers develop through their 

training, they can adapt their caring to 

a variety of situations, making them a 

crucial part of caring ministry—both 

during the pandemic and beyond. 

To meet 

these 

growing 

needs for 

care, we 

are look-

ing to 

begin 

training 

addition-

al Stephen Ministers. Although train-

ing typically takes place in person, we 

are adapting to the current situation 

and training new Stephen Ministers 

online. 

Congregations all over the world 

have continued or begun new Stephen 

Minister training classes online in the 

wake of COVID-19, making full use of 

the newly updated Stephen Ministry 

materials, released in June. As a result, 

these churches have equipped many 

more new Stephen Ministers, who are 

now providing high-quality, distinc-

tively Christian care to those who are 

suffering. 

 

To Learn More about Stephen 

Ministry . . . 

Stephen Ministry is making a big 

difference in congregations across the 

US and Canada and around the world 

amidst the challenges of the COVID-19 

pandemic. If you’re interested in 

learning more about Stephen Ministry 

and how it can enhance your faith 

journey through caring ministry now 

and into the future, please contact the 

church office, Pastor Nate, or one of 

our Stephen Leaders.  We look for-

ward to the opportunity to talk with 

you. 

How Stephen Ministry Is Making a Difference during COVID-19 

The four points of the Caregiver’s 

Compass show four key character-

istics of an effective caregiver. Ste-

phen Ministers strive to 

be compassionate, full of faith, 

skilled, and trustworthy.  
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As of the reading of this newsletter, 

the USA will have a new president, a 

new administration guiding things for-

ward. As always, we will continue to 

pray for this incoming administration 

to be led by love and compassion for all 

people, and to promote governance 

that empowers people in need. We will 

continue to pray that all people will 

have a voice and the opportunity to 

succeed. We will pray that all children 

will grow up to see themselves as creat-

ed in the image of God, which is where 

we all should ultimately find our value. 

If nothing else can bring us together as 

people it must be God’s love.  

In that text of the Ten Command-

ments, it not only speaks of the conse-

quences of sin for future generations, it 

also says, that for those who uphold 

these commands, God will bless the 

people to the thousandth generation! 

The blessing is always stronger than 

the curse, for people who can come to-

gether to care for and love one another, 

as Jesus has taught us to do, in the 

power of God’s Spirit. Without that 

Spirit and being guided by the love of 

Christ, I am afraid, that as Scripture 

says, each person will go their own 

way, and we will be further divided. 

Now more than ever we need to learn 

to care for and listen to each other with 

compassion. Let that be the calling card 

of us as followers of Jesus, following a 

way of blessing and truth, of love and 

mercy, for the healing of our society 

and us.  

 

In the love of Christ, 

 

(PASTOR NATE Continued from page 3) 

Health and Wellness Challenge 
This Lent we are having a special 

challenge to promote healthy spiritual 

and physical habits. We 

will be assigned into teams 

to support one another 

(along with a team captain 

to keep us going!). Each day 

of the week (except your 

day of rest) we will get 

points for activities that 

lead to health and wellbe-

ing, including such things 

as reading our Bibles, pray-

ing, or going for a walk. We 

will add these up each week, and at the 

end of Lent one team will be declared 

the winner and will receive the grand 

prize (TBA).   Don’t worry for all those 

who don’t quite make it to the winner 

circle, remember that your reward is 

great in heaven! ☺ 

Please send a message to 

either the office at stpau-

fullerton@gmail.com or me 

at pastor-

nate19@gmail.com to get 

signed up by February 

15th, so that we can get 

everyone assigned and 

ready to go for their 

groups.  Also let me know 

if you are open to being a 

captain and sending out 

reminders to your team to stay on 

track.  I look forward to joining with 

you in this way to increase our health 

and wellness, and build fellowship 

having fun in the process!  
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Women  
of the  
ELCA 
 

February 
2021 

Hello friends and welcome to 

February, the month of love and val-

entines.  We all have our own favor-

ite Bible verses on love; one of mine 

comes from 1 John 4:7  “Dear 

friends, let us love one another, for 

love comes from God.  

Everyone who loves 

has been born of God 

and knows God.”  An-

other favorite of mine 

is from 1 Peter 4:8  

“Above all, love each 

other deeply, because 

love covers over a 

multitude of sins”. 

As I ponder God’s 

love for me and his 

command to love oth-

ers, I’m reminded and convicted 

with the knowledge that God wants 

us to put our love into action.  Prov-

erbs 3:27 says “Do not withhold 

good from those to whom it is due, 

when it is in your power to act.”  

WELCA members generously act 

out of love in service to our church 

members and community.  While 

things are still restricted, WELCA 

continues to participate in the 

monthly food drive and reach out to 

families who need meals. 

WELCA members are eager to 

help support those in need of meals, 

prayer, and encourage-

ment.  Let us know if 

we can help you… no 

request is too big or too 

small.  Contact Diana 

Bock at 714-469-7359 or 

email at 

mstrbock@aol.com. 

We continue to pray 

that our COVID re-

striction days will soon 

be behind us and we 

anticipate the day when 

we can all gather, in person, without 

masks and lift our voices in songs of 

praise to our God, who loves us 

deeply and perfectly.   

Until then, I pray for your well 

being and that you will know God’s 

deep and faithful love for you. 

Blessings, 

Karen 

Love One Another 

 Wednesdays 

Feb. 24, Mar. 3,10,17 & 24 
We will be joining together with our Rejoice 

Conference congregations each week online. 

More information will be coming soon.  
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2021 ALTAR FLOWER CHART is now 

available for sing-ups. If you would 

like to donate flowers for worship ser-

vice, please email your chosen date and 

let me know what dedication you 

would like. Cost is $25. You can mail a 

check or donate online at 

www.stpaulfullerton 

.org/online-giving and select “Altar 

Flowers.” 

 

DIRECTORY—If you took a picture 

way back a year ago, the pictorial di-

rectory is still available for pick-up. 

Unfortunately,  Life Touch is now out 

of business, so if you did not ever re-

ceive your free photo or any photo or-

ders you placed, please notify the 

church 

office so 

we can try 

to get it 

resolved.  

 

Wednesday, February 17 

 

Drive Through Imposition of Ashes 

5:30 –6:30 p.m. church parking lot 
Just drive through and Pastor Nate will be wearing a face-

shield, a mask, gloves, and using separate q-tips to mark 

each person with the sign of the cross and remember we 

are dust and to dust we shall return.   

 

Online Facebook Live Worship Service 
7 p.m.  
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Don't forget our 
homebound and 

those in extended 
care facilities 

In Our Thoughts  and Prayers. . .  

STRENGTH, HEALING, COMFORT, MERCY, 

PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING—For the 

people of every land and nation. 

 

HEALING  

Russ Holden Shirley Strom 

Jay Tesch Celette Vanderford  

Charles Austin Dee Ermes 

Natalie Reggio Martha Huff  

Rose Lloyd Jesse Meyer  

Karen Legel Glory Hucko 

Robert Francis Yvonne Winston 

Janice Noren Rachel Bedard  

Wilfred Strauss Bob Wolf  

Frank Christopher Don Reid    

Margaret Swanson Ning Amante 

Sharon Tate Sandy Roberts 

Jack Bedell Sue Weaver  

Barry Matas Dawn Stone  

Marsha Farwick Anna McDonnel 

Annette Nygard Ardis Carroll 

Jonah Reiner—Grandson of Stan & Carole Reiner 

Dennis DeBolt—Brother-in-Law of Kathy Peters 

Rev. Bob & Dot Westerhoff—Friends of Kathy 

Peters 

Michael Heinle —Husband of Kathy Peters’ niece 

Joe Stok—Father of Sue Coopman 

Marge Shaw—Mother of Todd Shaw 

Katy Duran — Daughter of Ken & Beth Sackett 

Emery Sumption—Uncle of Sharon Huemoller 

Greg Richardson—Son of Leslie Richardson 

Karen Ramsey—Daughter-in-law of Donna & 

Charles Austin 

Alan Day —Father/Grandfather of Day Family 

Jeff Bosely—Son of June Bosely 

Stephenie McLaren —Daughter of Steve & Sharon 

Huemoller 

Louise McDonnel—Sister-in-law of Anna 

McDonnel 

Ron Tupper—Nephew of Annette Nygard 

Jack Riebel —Nephew of Doug & Shirley Strom 

Bruce Crum –Friend of Brian Jordan 

Debbie Beacham — Niece of Sue Bedell 

Roberta Bondurant—Friend of Donna Austin 

Grandfather and Aunt of Miguel Rodriguez 

Brent—Son-in-Law of Marge Young 

Rick Heath– Friend of the Bakken Family 

Daveda Baglio—Former member 

Richard—Friend of Annette Nygard 

 

 

 

STRENGTH AND HEALING  

Marilyn Minnich  Tom Peters 

Marjorie Legel  Mary Liles 

Pastor Mark Cansino  

Karly—Daughter of Nancy Romstedt 

Glen, Harley, Kiana, Kyle, Wendell, Hank, 

Dennis, Tess, Bob Chaffin, Lyn McKinney, 

Mike Rainey, Paula Clement, Dick Clement, 

Carmen, Tomoko, Terry Lucas, Allen & 

Brendan, Gabriel, Mark, Alisa, Brittaney, 

Chase, Jenay and Jada —Friends & Family of 

Fritz and Cindy von Coelln 

Pastor Paul—Friend of Bill Meyer 

Graham Stark — Father of Lawrence Stark 

Susan Meyer and family —Sister-in-law of Bill 

Meyer 

Debbie Beacham —Niece of Sue Bedell 

Art Walther—Brother of Pam Montgomery 

 

COMFORT 

Pearl Mann and family on the death of her sister. 

Annette Nygard and family on the death of her 

sister-in-law, Rosalie. 

 

 

SAFETY  

Pvt. Brendan Mohrmann Army Airborne 

Rangers—Grandson of Cindy and Fritz von 

Coelln  

Petty Officer 3 EM Roxy Mueller —Cousin/Niece 

of Stone Salpaka Family 

Pvt. Allen Moss Charlie Co 84 Army Chemical 

Battalion—Grandson of Cindy and Fritz von 

Coelln 

1st Lieutenant George H Cushman, 1-77AR - 

Friend of Kathy Salter 

 

Those homebound or 

in assisted living: 
 

Dee Ermes 

2525 N. Brea Blvd. #118 

Fullerton, CA 92835 

714-256-7050 

 

Mary Linnell 

Brookdale at Brookhurst 

15302 Brookhurst St. 

Westminster, CA 92683  

 

Anna McDonnel 

24903 Moulten Pkwy #302 

Laguna Hills, CA  92653-6482 

949-317-3469 
 

Janeen Ostby 

Pacifica Senior Living 

Hillsborough 

11918 Central Ave. #203 

Chino, CA 91710 

909-632-7032 

 

Leslie Richardson 

Park Vista AL 

2527 Brea Blvd. #228 

Fullerton, CA  92835-8083 

714-256-8083 

 

Sharon Tate 

1088 Laguna Dr. C316 

Carlsbad, CA 9 2008-1858 
 

Celette Vanderford 

15538 Mottley Dr. 

La Mirada, CA 90638-5463 

714-521-0614 
 

Yvonne Winston 

805 W. Glennwood Cir. 

Fullerton, CA 92832-1017 

714-446-8845 
 

 

Drop them  

a note or visit! 
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A Stephen Ministry  

Congregation 

Search St. Paul Lutheran 

Church and “Like” us to 

follow our Facebook page. 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE 

10 a.m.—Worship Live Stream on Facebook  

 

The. Rev. Nathaniel D. Allen 

W. Chris Winn, Director of Music 

Lori Seargeant, Office Administrator 

Rachel Van Skike, Nursery Attendant 

 

Phone: 714-879-8290 Fax: 714-879-5907 

www.stpaulfullerton.org 

stpaulfullerton@gmail.com 

Give Online Here  


