
March 26, 2023 —Fifth Sunday in Lent 

9:30 a.m. 
congregational responses are in bold. 

 

OPENING MUSIC NO. 326    “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” 

1 Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing 

my great Redeemer's praise, 

the glories of my God and King, 

the triumphs of his grace! 

 

2 My gracious Master and my God, 

assist me to proclaim, 

to spread through all the earth abroad 

the honors of your name. 

 

3 The name of Jesus charms our fears 

and bids our sorrows cease, 

sings music in the sinner's ears, 

brings life and health and peace. 

 

4 He speaks, and list'ning to his voice, 

new life the dead receive; 

the mournful, broken hearts rejoice, 

the humble poor believe. 

 

5 Look unto him, your Savior own, 

O fallen human race! 

Look and be saved through faith alone, 

be justified by grace! 

 

6 To God all glory, praise, and love 

be now and ever giv'n 

by saints below and saints above, 

the church in earth and heav'n. 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt. 

 

TIME OF REPENTANCE 

L God, we come  

C with hesitant steps and uncertain motives to sweep out the corners where sin has 

accumulated, and uncover the ways we have strayed from Your truth. Expose the 

empty and barren places where we don’t allow you to enter. Reveal our half-hearted 

struggles where we have been indifferent to the suffering of others. 



Nurture the faint stirrings of new life, where your spirit has begun to grow. Let your 

healing light transform us into the image of Your Son. For You alone can bring new 

life and make us whole.                                                                       Christine Sine, GodSpace Blog 

 

L Jesus, you have known us from the beginning of time, you have known us in the depths 

of our dreams and in the darkness of our shame, you know us as your beloved. 

Help us to own that core identity more and more in this season of repentance and 

mercy. Give us the rock-solid assurance of your unwavering faith in us as we seek the 

same in you. Friends, hear this Good News: the love of God is beyond measure, and you 

are included in that love. Know that you are forgiven and thus freed to love and serve. 

 

YOUTH CHOIR 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

HYMN                                                   “Here I Am To Worship”  

Light of the world 

You stepped down into darkness 

Opened my eyes, let me see 

Beauty that made this heart adore You 

Hope of a life spent with You 

 

Here I am to worship 

Here I am to bow down 

Here I am to say that You're my God 

You're altogether lovely 

Altogether worthy 

Altogether wonderful to me 

 

King of all days 

Oh, so highly exalted 

Glorious in heaven above 

Humbly You came to the earth You created 

All for love's sake became poor 

 

Here I am to worship 

Here I am to bow down 

Here I am to say that You're my God 

You're altogether lovely 

Altogether worthy 

Altogether wonderful to me 

 

Well, I'll never know how much it cost 

https://godspacelight.com/shop/lent-easter-prayer-cards-download/


To see my sin upon that cross 

Well, I'll never know how much it cost 

To see my sin upon that cross 

Well, I'll never know how much it cost 

To see my sin upon that cross 

Well, I'll never know how much it cost 

To see my sin upon that cross 

 

PRAYER 

L Father, In Micah 6:8 You say, “O people, the LORD has told you what is good, and this is 

what he requires of you: to do what is right, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with 

your God.” Today we choose to walk humbly with You. We choose to live by Your Holy 

Spirit and to follow Your lead. Help us to hear You clearly, for we do not want to walk 

by pride or self-sufficiency, we want to walk with You. 

In Jesus name, Amen                                                                                                    by Cally Logan 

 

 

SCRIPTURE READING                         Ezekiel 37:1-14 
1The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and 

set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He led me all around them; there 

were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3He said to me, "Mortal, can these 

bones live?" I answered, "O Lord GOD, you know." 4Then he said to me, "Prophesy to these 

bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. 5Thus says the Lord GOD to 

these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6I will lay sinews on you, and 

will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you 

shall live; and you shall know that I am the LORD." 
7So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a 

rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8I looked, and there were sinews on 

them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in 

them. 9Then he said to me, "Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: 

Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, 

that they may live." 10I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and 

they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 
11Then he said to me, "Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, 'Our bones 

are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.' 12Therefore prophesy, and say to 

them, Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your 

graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13And you shall know that I 

am the LORD, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. 14I 

will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then 

you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act, says the LORD." 

L Word of God, word of life.    C   Thanks be to God. 

 

 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/micah/6-8.html
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SCRIPTURE READING                         Psalm 130 

L 1Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord; 

C 2O Lord, hear my voice! 

    Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication. 

L 3If you were to keep watch over sins; O Lord, who could stand? 

C 4Yet with you is forgiveness, in order that you may be feared.  

L 5I wait for you, O Lord; my soul waits; in your word is my hope. 

C 6My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch for the morning,  

more than those who keep watch for the morning. 

L 7O Israel, wait for the Lord, for with the Lord there is steadfast love; 

    with the Lord there is plenteous redemption. 

C 8For the Lord shall redeem Israel from all their sins.   

L Word of God, word of life.    C   Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                        “Way Maker”                                                        by Sinach 

You are here. Moving in our midst 

I worship you, I worship you 

You are here. Working in this place 

I worship you, I worship you 

You are here. Moving in our midst 

I worship you, I worship you 

You are here. Working in this place 

I worship you, I worship you 

 

Way maker, Miracle worker, Promise keeper, Light in the darkness 

My God, That is who you are 

Way maker, Miracle worker, Promise keeper 

Light in the darkness, My God 

That is who you are 

 

You are here. Touching every heart 

I worship you, I worship you 

You are here. Healing every heart 

I worship you, I worship you 

You are here. Turning lives around 

I worship you, I worship you 

You are here. Mending every heart 

I worship you, I worship you 

Way maker, Miracle worker, Promise keeper 

Light in the darkness, That is who you are 

Way maker. Miracle worker. Promise keeper, Light in the darkness 

My God. That is who you are 

 



GOSPEL READING                                       John 11:1-45 
1Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 

Martha. 2Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her 

hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, "Lord, he whom you 

love is ill." 4But when Jesus heard it, he said, "This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for 

God's glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it." 5Accordingly, though Jesus 

loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two 

days longer in the place where he was. 
7Then after this he said to the disciples, "Let us go to Judea again." 8The disciples said to him, 

"Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?" 9Jesus 

answered, "Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not 

stumble, because they see the light of this world. 10But those who walk at night stumble, 

because the light is not in them." 11After saying this, he told them, "Our friend Lazarus has fallen 

asleep, but I am going there to awaken him." 12The disciples said to him, "Lord, if he has fallen 

asleep, he will be all right." 13Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they 

thought that he was referring merely to sleep. 14Then Jesus told them plainly, "Lazarus is 

dead. 15For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to 

him." 16Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, "Let us also go, that we 

may die with him." 
17When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 18Now 

Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19and many of the Jews had come to Martha 

and Mary to console them about their brother. 20When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she 

went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 21Martha said to Jesus, "Lord, if you had been 

here, my brother would not have died. 22But even now I know that God will give you whatever 

you ask of him." 23Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise again." 24Martha said to him, "I know 

that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day." 25Jesus said to her, "I am the 

resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26and 

everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?" 27She said to him, 

"Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world." 
28When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, "The 

Teacher is here and is calling for you." 29And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to 

him. 30Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had 

met him. 31The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly 

and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep 

there. 32When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, 

"Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died." 33When Jesus saw her weeping, 

and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply 

moved. 34He said, "Where have you laid him?" They said to him, "Lord, come and see." 35Jesus 

began to weep. 36So the Jews said, "See how he loved him!" 37But some of them said, "Could not 

he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?" 
38Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying 

against it. 39Jesus said, "Take away the stone." Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, 

"Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days." 40Jesus said to her, "Did I 



not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?" 41So they took away the 

stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, "Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42I knew 

that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that 

they may believe that you sent me." 43When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, 

"Lazarus, come out!" 44The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, 

and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, "Unbind him, and let him go." 
45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed 

in him. 

P This is the Good News of Jesus Christ!  C Thanks be to God! 

 

MESSAGE                                                                                                                 Pastor Nathan Allen 

 

SONG                                                             “In Christ Alone” 

In Christ alone my hope is found 

He is my light, my strength, my song 

This cornerstone, this solid ground 

Firm through the fiercest drought and storm 

What heights of love, what depths of peace 

When fears are stilled, when strivings cease 

My comforter, my all in all 

Here in the love of Christ I stand 

 

In Christ alone who took on flesh 

Fullness of God in helpless babe 

This gift of love and righteousness 

Scorned by the ones He came to save 

Till on that cross as Jesus died 

The wrath of God was satisfied 

For every sin on Him was laid 

Here in the death of Christ I live 

 

There in the ground His body lay 

Light of the world by darkness slain 

Then bursting forth in glorious day 

Up from the grave He rose again 

And as He stands in victory 

Sin's curse has lost its grip on me 

For I am His and He is mine 

Bought with the precious blood of Christ 

 

No guilt in life, no fear in death 

This is the power of Christ in me 

From life's first cry to final breath 



Jesus commands my destiny 

No power of hell, no scheme of man 

Can ever pluck me from His hand 

Till He returns or calls me home 

Here in the power of Christ I'll stand 

 

 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 



PRAYERS 

L Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of 

creation. 

A brief silence. 

L You have breathed into us the breath of life. Enliven your church. Deepen our 

partnerships with our companion churches around the globe (specific synods, dioceses, 

or congregations may be named), and bless the work of missionaries who accompany 

them. Merciful God,  

C receive our prayer. 

L Your spirit brings life to creation. Enliven the natural world and restore ecosystems in 

need of healing, especially the land and waters around East Palestine in Ohio. Uplift 

prophetic voices that turn us to the needs of the soil beneath our feet and the air all 

around. Merciful God,  

C receive our prayer. 

L You redeem the world and its peoples. Free us from systems of oppression. Unbind 

nations and societies from the sins of racism, sexism, and homophobia. Raise up leaders 

at all levels of government who work to promote the dignity of every human life. 

Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 

L You weep when we weep. Be present with those who grieve or who are troubled by 

illness (especially). You hear us when we call to you. Deliver us from the depths of our 

despair, and free us from the worries that bind us. Merciful God,  

C receive our prayer. 

L Your Spirit of life dwells in our assembly. Bless the music ministries of this 

congregation, for our music director Chris Winn, Dan Cabbell, Zack Stone, Colin Farias, 

our Chancel Choir and Youth Choir and all who lead us in hymns of praise and 

thanksgiving and in songs of lament and prayer. Merciful God,  

C receive our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P You are the resurrection and the life. Even though we die, we will live. With 

thanksgiving, we remember all your saints who now live in your eternal love. Merciful 

God, 

C receive our prayer. 

P We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to 

renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 



  on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, 

  and the power, and the glory, 

  forever and ever. Amen 

 

OFFERING 

 

SONG                                                     “This is Amazing Grace” 

Who breaks the power of sin and darkness? 

Whose love is mighty and so much stronger? 

The King of glory, the King above all kings 

Who shakes the whole earth with holy thunder? 

And leaves us breathless in awe and wonder? 

The King of glory, the King above all kings 

 

This is amazing grace 

This is unfailing love 

That You would take my place 

That You would bear my cross 

You laid down Your life 

That I would be set free 

Oh, Jesus, I sing for 

All that You’ve done for me 

 

Who brings our chaos back into order? 

Who makes the orphans a son and daughter? 

The King of glory, the King of glory 

Who rules the nations with truth and justice 

Shines like the sun in all of its brilliance 

The King of glory, the King above all kings 

 

This is amazing grace 

This is unfailing love 

That You would take my place 

That You would bear my cross 

You laid down Your life 

That I would be set free 



Oh, Jesus, I sing for 

All that You’ve done for me 

 

Worthy is the Lamb who was slain 

Worthy is the King who conquered the grave 

Worthy is the Lamb who was slain 

Worthy is the King who conquered the grave 

Worthy is the Lamb who was slain 

Worthy is the King who conquered the grave 

Worthy is the Lamb who was slain 

Worthy, worthy, worthy 

 

This is amazing grace 

This is unfailing love 

That You would take my place 

That You would bear my cross 

You laid down Your life 

That I would be set free 

Oh, Jesus, I sing for 

All that You’ve done for me 

All that You’ve done for me 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

P God of the Cross, in losing our lives we find them in you. In sharing our money and 

time, we receive the blessings of your Kingdom. Use these gifts toward your holy work of 

peace, justice, and service in the world.  

C Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
GUEST PIANIST 

Ae Ja Oh 
  

FLOWERS ARE TO THE GLORY OF GOD BY 

Leslie Richardson 

In loving memory of my husband, Allen 

  

Stan & Carole Reiner 

In celebration of their 51st wedding anniversary. 
  

 

 

 
 



BLESSING 

p It was never promised that you will not be tempted, not thrown into turmoil, 

not stumble or fall, but that by grace you will be saved, through trusting God. 

C Let it be, dear Lord, let it be. 

p Grace is a free gift of God. For me. For you. 

C Let it be, dear Lord, let it be. 

p The quiet strength of Christ, the humble power of God, and the pervasive light of the 

Spirit, is yours today and always. 

C Thanks be to God. Amen.   

 

SENDING SONG ACS 950   “Oh, When the Saints Go Marching In” 

1 Oh, when the saints go marching in, 

oh, when the saints go marching in, 

O Lord, I want to be in that number 

when the saints go marching in. 

 

2 Oh, when the Lord in glory comes, 

oh, when the Lord in glory comes, 

O Lord, I want to be in that number 

when the Lord in glory comes. 

 

3 Oh, when the new world is revealed, 

oh, when the new world is revealed, 

O Lord, I want to be in that number 

when the new world is revealed. 

 

1 Oh, when the saints go marching in, 

oh, when the saints go marching in, 

O Lord, I want to be in that number 

when the saints go marching in. 
Text: African American spiritual 

 

SENDING 

L Go in peace to love and serve the Lord! 

P Thanks be to God! 


