
 

 

February 26, 2023 —First Sunday in Lent 

9:30 a.m. 
congregational responses are in bold. 

 

 

OPENING MUSIC NO. 326    “Bless Now, O God, the Journey” 

1 Bless now, O God, the journey 

that all your people make, 

the path through noise and silence, 

the way of give and take. 

The trail is found in desert 

and winds the mountain round, 

then leads beside still waters, 

the road where faith is found. 

 

2 Bless sojourners and pilgrims 

who share this winding way; 

your hope burns through the terrors, 

your love sustains the day. 

We yearn for holy freedom 

while often we are bound; 

together we are seeking 

the road where faith is found. 

 

3 Divine eternal lover, 

you meet us on the road. 

We wait for land of promise 

where milk and honey flow, 

but waiting not for places, 

you meet us all around. 

Our covenant is written 

on roads, as faith is found. 
Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993 

 

TIME OF REPENTANCE 

L God, we come 

C with hesitant steps and uncertain motives to sweep out the corners where sin has 

accumulated, and uncover the ways we have strayed from Your truth. Expose the 

empty and barren places where we don’t allow you to enter. Reveal our half-hearted 

struggles where we have been indifferent to the suffering of others. Nurture the faint 

stirrings of new life, where your spirit has begun to grow. Let your healing light 



 

 

transform us into the image of Your Son. For You alone can bring new life and make 

us whole.                                                                                    --Christine Sine, GodSpace Blog 

L Jesus, 

you have known us from the beginning of time, 

you have known us in the depths of our dreams and in the darkness of our shame, 

you know us as your beloved. 

Help us to own that core identity more and more in this season of repentance and 

mercy. 

Give us the rock-solid assurance of your unwavering faith in us 

as we seek the same in you. 

Friends, hear this Good News: the love of God is beyond measure, and you are included 

in that love. Know that you are forgiven and thus freed to love and serve. 

 

MUSIC                                       “Amazing Grace (My Chains are Gone)” 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 

That saved a wretch like me 

I once was lost, but now I'm found 

Was blind, but now I see 

 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 

And grace my fears relieved 

How precious did that grace appear 

The hour I first believed 

 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 

My God, my Savior has ransomed me 

And like a flood His mercy reigns 

Unending love 

Amazing grace 

 

The Lord has promised good to me 

His word my hope secures 

He will my shield and portion be 

As long as life endures 

 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 

My God, my Savior has ransomed me 

And like a flood His mercy reigns 

Unending love 

Amazing grace 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 

My God, my Savior has ransomed me 

And like a flood His mercy reigns 

https://godspacelight.com/shop/lent-easter-prayer-cards-download/


 

 

Unending love 

Amazing grace 

 

The earth shall soon dissolve like snow 

The sun forbear to shine 

But God, who called me here below 

Will be forever mine, will be forever mine 

You are forever mine 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

PRAYER 

P Father, 

In Micah 6:8 You say, “O people, the LORD has told you what is good, and this is what 

he requires of you: to do what is right, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your 

God.” Today we choose to walk humbly with You. We choose to live by Your Holy 

Spirit and to follow Your lead. Help us to hear You clearly, for we do not want to walk 

by pride or self-sufficiency, we want to walk with You. 

In Jesus name, Amen                                                                                       -- by Cally Logan 

 

 

SCRIPTURE READING                         Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 
15The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. 16And the 

Lord God commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; 17but of the tree 

of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall 

die.” 

 3:1Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God had made. 

He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 2The 

woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; 3but God said, 

‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch 

it, or you shall die.’ ” 4But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not die; 5for God knows that 

when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 
6So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, 

and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also 

gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. 7Then the eyes of both were opened, 

and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths 

for themselves 

L The Word of the Lord   C Thanks be to God. 

 

MUSIC                                             St. Paul Singing Men 

 

SCRIPTURE READING                         Psalm 32 

L 1Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, and whose sin is put away! 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/micah/6-8.html
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C  2Happy are they to whom the Lord imputes no guilt,  

and in whose spirit there is no guile! 

L 3While I held my tongue, my bones withered away, 

    because of my groaning all day long. 

C  4For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; 

    my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer.  

L 5Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not conceal my guilt. 

   I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord.” Then you forgave me the 

guilt of my sin. 

C  6Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of trouble;  

when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them. 

L 7You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble; 

    you surround me with shouts of deliverance. 

C  8“I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go; 

    I will guide you with my eye.  

L 9Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding; 

    who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will not stay near you.” 

C  10Great are the tribulations of the wicked; 

    but mercy embraces those who trust in the Lord. 

L 11Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the Lord; 

    shout for joy, all who are true of heart.  

L The Word of the Lord   C Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION NO. 325  “I Want Jesus to Walk with Me” 

1 I want Jesus to walk with me; 

I want Jesus to walk with me; 

all along my pilgrim journey, 

Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 

 

2 In my trials, Lord, walk with me; 

in my trials, Lord, walk with me; 

when my heart is almost breaking, 

Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 

 

3 When I'm in trouble, Lord, walk with me; 

when I'm in trouble, Lord, walk with me; 

when my head is bowed in sorrow, 

Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 
Text: African American spiritual 

 

GOSPEL READING                           Matthew 4:1-11 
1Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2He fasted forty 

days and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. 3The tempter came and said to him, “If 



 

 

you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” 4But he answered, 

“It is written,' One does not live by bread alone, 

  but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’ ” 

 5Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, 
6saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is written,  

'He will command his angels concerning you,’ 

  and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, 

 so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’ ” 
7Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’ ” 

 8Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the 

world and their splendor; 9and he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down 

and worship me.” 10Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is written,  

‘ Worship the Lord your God, 

  and serve only him.’ ” 
11Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him. 

P This is the Good News of Jesus Christ!  C Thanks be to God! 

 

SERMON                                                                                                                   Pastor Nathan Allen 

 

SONG                                                           “Chainbreaker”                                             - Zach Williams 

If you've been walking the same old road for miles and miles 

If you've been hearing the same old voice tell the same old lies 

If you're trying to fill the same old holes inside 

There's a better life, There's a better life 

 

If you've got pain He's a pain taker 

If you feel lost He's a way maker 

If you need freedom or saving He's a prison-shaking Savior 

If you've got chains He's a chain breaker 

 

We've all search for the light of day in the dead of night 

We've all found ourselves worn out from the same old fight 

We've all run to things we know just ain't right 

And there's a better life, There's a better life 

 

If you've got pain He's a pain taker 

If you feel lost He's a way maker 

If you need freedom or saving He's a prison-shaking Savior 

If you've got chains He's a chain breaker 

 

If you believe it If you receive it If you can feel it 

Somebody testify  

If you believe it If you receive it If you can feel it 



 

 

Somebody testify, testify 

If you believe it If you receive it If you can feel it 

Somebody testify 

 

If you've got pain He's a pain taker 

If you feel lost He's a way maker 

If you need freedom or saving He's a prison-shaking Savior 

If you've got chains He's a chain breaker 

Oh, if you need freedom or saving He's a prison-shaking Savior 

If you've got chains He's a chain breaker 

 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 



 

 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS 

L Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of 

creation. 

A brief silence. 

L You alone are God. Sustain your church in times of wilderness. Give vision and wisdom 

to bishops, their staff, and all entrusted with the ministry of administration (Bishop 

Dave Nagler, our DEM Tom Goellrich, Terri Robertson, and Carol Youngman). Counsel 

all who faithfully lead your people into the future. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 

L You create verdant gardens and expansive deserts. Tend to the needs of every living 

creature. Bless those who work in fields and orchards (local sources of food and food 

distributors may be named), that the world is nourished by the fruits of their labor. 

Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 

L You know our temptations. Sustain those who govern and legislate. Instill in them a 

sense of your justice and righteousness, that equity and peace would pervade all the 

regions and nations of the world. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 

L You are a hiding place for all in distress. Draw near to exiles, and accompany all 

refugees and immigrants, especially children who travel alone. In times of trouble, 

trauma, or illness, surround your people with your steadfast love (especially). Merciful 

God, 

C receive our prayer. 

L You offer abundance to all. Bless the ministries of hospitality in this place. Care for those 

who tend to the needs of others, especially worship greeters and ushers, our WELCA 

ministries, Stephen and Health Ministries, Community Service Ministries, and nursery 

attendants (other ministries of care and hospitality may be named). Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P You alone are God. We praise you for the faithful departed in every age. Unite our 

prayers with theirs, until our wilderness journey is complete, and we rest in you. 

Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 

P We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to 

renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  

L Let us pray with confidence in the words our Living Lord Jesus gave us: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 



 

 

hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, 

  and the power, and the glory, 

  forever and ever. Amen 

 

OFFERING 

 

SONG                                                          “A Mighty Fortress”  

with Pastor Nate, Chris, Nick and Kathleen 

 

A mighty fortress is our God x4 

  

The sword, is the very Word of God 

Law and Gospel, to convict and save all 

The shield, the protection of the cross 

Healed by forgiveness 

The loss that gained the lost 

Boss Saying, you’re never a lost cause 

Cause there’s Mercy on the ledger 

A transgressor to confessor 

From laying on a stretcher To 

Salvation from the oppressor 

Yet Satan the passive aggressor 

Is there waiting with impatience 

For us to engage in temptation 

Give in to fear and frustration 

Like a contagion invading 

Thoughts of a loser 

Keeping you trapped that abuser 

Yeah That accuser, 

crafty and mighty scary 

Be wary, 

he’s nasty and known to carry 

We’re very outmatched 



 

 

But with the sword of truth 

We parry and slash back 

With the splash of baptism 

We tarry and out last 

  

we can hold fast to our faith 

And run the race cause 

Love and Grace is the ace (x2) 

 

2 No strength of ours can match his might! 

We would be lost, rejected. 

But now a champion comes to fight, 

whom God himself elected. 

You ask who this may be? 

The Lord of hosts is he! 

Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, 

God's only Son, adored. 

He holds the field victorious. 

  

3 Though hordes of devils fill the land 

all threat'ning to devour us, 

we tremble not, unmoved we stand; 

they cannot overpow'r us. 

Let this world's tyrant rage; 

in battle we'll engage! 

His might is doomed to fail; 

God's judgment must prevail! 

One little word subdues him. 

  

God’s Word endures forever 

A cure that secures and ensures 

Grace, the purest treasure it sure is 

Whether foes endeavor to obscure it 

God abides by our side no tourist 

Ready to fight with the might of the spirit 

So we asseverate it from a turret 

Loud and clear So all hear it 

and inherit this disparate merit 

Priesthood of all believers 

So we’re all clerics 

all we cherish 

All we hold dear 

could be wrenched away 



 

 

In the stench of fear 

Home, family, our very lives it’s clear 

But surprise despite the lies 

Evil and sin cannot win again 

Because the kingdom is ours 

No matter the scars 

Or what happens 

The stars could fall 

Trumpets call from afar 

  

We hold to the promise through it all 

Grace and Love will rise tall 

God’s Grace and love will rise tall 

   

A mighty fortress is our God x4 

  

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

P God of the Cross, in losing our lives we find them in you. In sharing our money and 

time, we receive the blessings of your Kingdom. Use these gifts toward your holy work 

of peace, justice, and service in the world. Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
FLOWERS ARE TO THE GLORY OF GOD BY 

 

Mike and Laura Day 

In celebration of their wedding anniversary 

 

Family & Friends of Cynthia Heideman 

In celebration of her beautiful life. 

 

BLESSING 

P It was never promised 

That you will not be tempted, not thrown into turmoil, 

not stumble or fall, but that by grace you will be saved, through trusting God. 

C Let it be, dear Lord, let it be. 

P Grace is a free gift of God.   

For me. For you. 

C  it be, dear Lord, let it be. 

P The quiet strength of Christ, the humble power of God, 

and the pervasive light of the Spirit, 

is yours 

today and always. 

C Thanks be to God. Amen.   



 

 

 

SENDING SONG NO. 697              “Just a Closer Walk with Thee” 

Refrain 

Just a closer walk with thee, 

grant it, Jesus, is my plea; 

daily walking close to thee, 

let it be, dear Lord, let it be. 

 

1 I am weak but thou art strong: 

Jesus, keep me from all wrong; 

I'll be satisfied as long 

as I walk, let me walk close to thee.  Refrain 

 

2 Through this world of toil and snares, 

if I falter, Lord, who cares? 

Who with me my burden shares? 

None but thee, dear Lord, none but thee.  Refrain 

 

3 When my feeble life is o'er, 

time for me will be no more; 

guide me gently, safely o'er 

to thy kingdom shore, to thy shore.  Refrain 
Text: North American traditional 

 

SENDING 

L Go in peace to love and serve the Lord! 

C Thanks be to God! 


