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Church Life 101: What is the mission of church?

1. What is the mission of the church?
Folks answer this question in various ways: helping people, caring for people, loving people,
worship, winning souls, feeding the poor, taking back America, etc.
2. When thinking about church life we need to ask ourselves a very important question. Are
we in maintenance mode or mission mode?
Peter Bolt defines the maintenance mode of church life as follows: “By this phrase we mean simply
maintaining the status quo long after the reason for that quo has been lost or outdated or forgotten or brutally
murdered. So whatever gets started keeps going on and on and on and on. Nothing ever changes; this year is the same
as last year, and the year before that. The only reason for doing anything is that “We’ve always done it that way.”
The only reason needed to not do something is that “We’ve never done it that way.” He goes on to say: “Of course
there is a place for maintaining the status quo – as long as the status quo still serves a useful purpose in furthering
Christ’s mission to a lost world. That is the key.”
Bolt defines the mission mode of church life in this way: “Christ’s mission is about saving the lost.
Without Christ, people are utterly lost. With Christ they are utterly found; they are utterly saved.” He adds this
thought: “People will always need evangelized; Christians will always need to be edified in their faith and equipped
for Christian service. Faithful people will always need to be freed up to teach other faithful people.”
Now to simplify the above question we might ask “are we spinning our wheels or are we moving
forward as a church?” “Are we stagnant or are we walking faithfully according to the Word of God
and Gospel?”
3. Mission mode is where the New Testament takes us. We are to be a redeemed, unified
group of people moving forward for the sole purpose of furthering Christ’s mission. What
then is the mission of the church?
The worship of God which fuels…
Evangelism: Matthew 28:18-20, Acts 1:6-8, and Romans 10:14-15.
Edification: Ephesians 4:11-16, Hebrews 3:12-13, and Hebrews 10:24-25.
Both of these aspects are fulfilled in the same way: speaking the truth in love. We evangelize as we
speak the truth of the gospel to unbelievers. We edify as we speak the truth of the gospel and the
Word to fellow believers.
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Church Life 101: How Do We Accomplish the
Mission?

1. There are two principles that we must keep in mind whenever we are talking about the
mission of the church. They are as follows:

Mission Means People. As we talk about mission we are not ultimately talking about a program.
A structured program might help facilitate mission. Mission is not primarily about setting up
another event, but about moving towards people with God’s truth. So ultimately we must think
about mission in terms of relationships, not organizations. The focus in mission is a living,
breathing, human being created in the image of God.

People Mean Ministry. There are two types of people we are aiming to reach with the gospel and
the Word. There are unbelievers. These folks are outside of Christ. They are dead in their sin and
need to be made alive by the Spirit of God. As the church we are to evangelize unbelievers. Then
there are believers. These folks have experienced the new birth. They are in Christ and need to
continually abide in Him. As the church we are to edify believers.
2. In talking about mission there is what we might call the act of evangelism and the act of
edification. But these two acts are part of larger processes. Oftentimes there are certain
events and activities that lead up to evangelism and edification.

Evangelism
Raising Awareness

Initial Contact

Pre-Evangelism

Evangelism

No Personal Contact

A Real Person is
Contacted
Example:
Flyer/Advent card

A Relationship Builder

Gospel is Shared

Example:
Invite someone in your
home / Fishing

Example:
Verbal communication

Example:
Website

Edification
Follow Up

Nurture

Training in Ministry

First Help After
Becoming a Christian

Ongoing Help in Being
a Christian

Help in Helping
Others

Example:
Getting involved in a
local church

Example:
SS/Bible study
Bible reading

Example:
Church Life 101

LBC

Church Life 101: How Do We Think Biblically and
Clearly about the Mission?

Thinking Biblically
1. Disciple-making, being on mission, encompasses both evangelism and edification.
In Matthew 28:19-20 Jesus says this to the disciples: Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have
commanded you. At the very least disciple-making means engaging in evangelism. But a disciple is
more than a convert. A disciple is a follower, a learner, and a student. Therefore, we must engage in
edification as well. The commission to make disciples is a full-orbed task that aims to not only bring
people into the kingdom and family of God but also to help them live in that kingdom as well.
2. Being on mission does not ultimately rest upon your giftedness but upon your being a
child of God and part of the body of Christ. Giftedness shapes the way in which you
evangelize and edify.
In the New Testament we have three lists of spiritual gifts or spiritual giftedness. Some of these
gifts specifically have to do with speaking activities. For example, the gift of teaching is mentioned
in Romans 12:7. While some people may be gifted to evangelize and edify in a formal way through
their gift of teaching, all of God’s people are called upon to speak truth to non-Christians and fellow
Christians.

How might the Lord be leading you to use your giftedness in speaking the truth of the
gospel?

Thinking Clearly
1. We need to be Biblical and intentional when thinking about what we do and why we do
it.
Some churches fully embrace the call to evangelize while giving less attention to edification. Other
churches fully embrace the call to edify while giving little attention to evangelism. The commission
to make disciples encompasses evangelism and edification. We need to be deliberate in pursuing
both of these activities.
2. This takes being thoughtful when starting new ministries. It also takes honesty when
evaluating present ministries.
We will better pursue the mission of Christ in our community when we prayerfully and humbly
think through what we do as a church and why we do it.
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Church Life 101: Why We Don’t Evangelize. Why
We Should Evangelize.

Reasons Why We Don’t Evangelize
1. We fear man more than we fear God. Matthew 10:28: And do not fear those who kill the body but
cannot kill the soul. But rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.
2. We don’t know what to say. 1 Corinthians 15:1-4: Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I
preached to you, which1 also you received and in which you stand, 2 by which also you are saved, if you hold fast that
word which I preached to you—unless you believed in vain. 3 For I delivered to you first of all that which I also
received: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 and that He was buried, and that He rose again
the third day according to the Scriptures,
3. Sharing the gospel could bring disruption with my co-workers, friends, and family. Matthew
10:34-39: Do not think that I came to bring peace on earth. I did not come to bring peace but a sword. 35 For I have
come to ‘set a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-inlaw’; 36 and ‘a man’s enemies will be those of his own household.’ 37 He who loves father or mother more than Me is
not worthy of Me. And he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. 38 And he who does not take
his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me.39 He who finds his life will lose it, and he who loses his life for My
sake will find it.
4. The gospel appears silly to some people. 1 Corinthians 1:18: For the message of the cross is foolishness
to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.

Reasons We Should Evangelize
1. Out of obedience. 1 Peter 3:15: But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a
defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear;
2. Out of love for the lost. Romans 10:1-4: Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is that
they may be saved. 2 For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. 3 For they
being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and seeking to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted to the
righteousness of God. 4 For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes.
3. Out of love for God. Luke 15:8-10: Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not
light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? 9 And when she has found it, she calls her friends
and neighbors together, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the piece which I lost!’ 10 Likewise, I say to you, there
is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”
See John Chapman’s Know and Tell the Gospel and Mark Dever’s The Gospel and Personal Evangelism.
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Church Life 101:
What is Evangelism?

1. Evangelism is…
“Evangelism is the communication of a divinely inspired message that we call the gospel.” – Ernest
Reisinger
“To present Jesus Christ to sinful men, in order that they may come to put their trust in God,
through Him to receive Jesus as their Savior and serve Him as their King in the fellowship of His
church.” – James Packer
“Evangelism is teaching (heralding, proclaiming, preaching) the gospel (the message from God that
leads to salvation) with the aim (hope, desire, goal) to persuade (convince, convert).” – J. Mack Stiles
2. Evangelism isn’t…
Your testimony. Your story of how God has saved you and how He is changing you into the image
of His Son can certainly accompany speaking the truth of the gospel. In fact, oftentimes your
testimony is the “in” you have with another individual, but your story should never take the place of
or overshadow the story of what Jesus accomplished on the cross.
Social action. Working to improve society is a wonderful aim but it is not the same thing as
speaking the truth of the gospel. Working at a homeless shelter, picketing at an abortion clinic,
helping to repair a shut-ins home are all ways to commend and adorn the gospel, but they are not
the same thing as sharing the truth about what Christ accomplished on the cross for sinners.
Saving people. We need to be careful not to confuse the act of evangelism with the fruit of
evangelism. God calls us to teach the gospel with the aim of persuading people. We are never
called upon though to save a person or forgive their sin. Think of evangelism in farming terms. We
cast the seed and till the soil, but God is the one sends the rain showers of the Spirit. Only the Spirit
can bring forth fruit.
3. What happens if we get evangelism wrong?
“The focus of preaching and teaching turns to living a moral life, not a gospel-centered life…NonChristians are lulled into thinking that they are okay in their lost state…Christians think that nonChristians are believers because they made a superficial outward commitment…The church baptizes
those who are not believers…The church allows non-Christians into membership…Eventually,
non-Christians become leaders in the church…A church becomes a subculture of nominalism.”1

1

Taken directly from J. Mack Stiles’ Evangelism.
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Church Life 101:
What is the Gospel? Part 1

1. What is the Gospel Not?1

The Gospel is not simply that we are fine. The Bible utterly rejects the idea that we are okay,
that the human condition is just fine, or that we simply need to look on the bright side of things.
The Bible teaches that in our first parents, Adam and Eve, we have all been seduced into disobeying
God. We are therefore neither righteous nor are we on good terms with God. In fact, according to
Jesus, our sin is so serious that we need a whole new life; and according to Paul, we need to be
created again, because we are dead in our sins and transgressions.

The Gospel is not simply that God is love. Sometimes we may hear the Gospel presented as the
message that “God is love.” The Bible does say that God is love and it also tells us that in love God
sent His Son into the world. But when the Gospel is only presented as “God is love,” it is presented
in an incomplete way. The Bible not only tells us that God is love, but that He is also holy and is
just in bringing judgment against sinners. We see in Scripture time and time again the idea that God
is a perfect God that will not tolerate sin. In fact, not only will God not tolerate sin but He pours
out His wrath on those who do sin. So it’s only in the context of God’s righteousness and holiness
that we can rightly understand His love.

The Gospel is not simply that we should do the right thing. One common error is the idea that
the Bible’s “Good News” is simply that we should start living right. It is sometimes stated that
Christianity is all about virtues public and private. Christians, it is thought, are to be about doing
religious things. But as startling as it may be to this kind of thinking, the biblical Gospel is not
fundamentally about “right things.” To be a Christian is not simply to follow the Golden Rule. The
Gospel calls for a more radical response than this idea allows for. The Gospel isn’t merely an
“additive” that can make our already good lives better. No, the Gospel is a message of wonderful
news for those who know and realize their desperation before God.
2. What is the Gospel?

A Narrow Definition: The Gospel is the good news about how Jesus came into this world to save
sinners.

A Broad Definition: The Gospel is the good news about God, man, sin, and salvation. To frame
this definition another we might say that the Gospel is about creation, fall, and redemption.

1

This first point has been adapted from Mark Dever’s The Gospel and Personal Evangelism.
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Church Life 101
What is the Gospel? Part 2: God

For this session let’s talk about the person of God and how He relates to the good news. As we do
this we need to keep four truths in mind. These are necessary and important for having a right
understanding of the gospel.

1. God is the Creator.



Genesis 1:1: “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”
Revelation 4:11: “You are worthy, O Lord, To receive glory and honor and power; For You
created all things, And by Your will they exist and were created.”

2. God is holy.


Isaiah 6:1-3: “In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne…Above
it stood seraphim…And one cried to another and said: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of
hosts; The whole earth is full of His glory!”

3. God is wrathful towards sin.


Romans 1:18: “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and
unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness.”

4. God is love.



John 3:16: “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”
1 John 4:8: “He who does not love does not know God, for God is love.”

Let’s think about and answer this question: Why are each of these truths important and
necessary for a right understanding of the gospel?
God is the foundation of the gospel. He is Creator and Savior and therefore He gives shape and
meaning to the message about how Jesus redeems people from their sin. To put this another way,
we might say that God and His sovereignty are the context for understanding the good news. John
Chapman writes that “the gospel has its origin in God the Father. He is its author and He alone is
able to state its content.”1

1

John Chapman, Know and Tell the Gospel, p.16.
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Church Life 101
What is the Gospel? Part 2: God

Consider the following excerpt from the gospel tract Two Ways to Live about how God is
the foundation of the gospel…
The first point of the Christian message is that God is in charge of the world. He is the ruler, the
supreme president, the king. Unlike human rulers, however, God always does what is best for his
subjects. He is the kind of king you’d like to be ruled by.
God rules the world because he made the world. Like a potter with his clay, God fashioned the
world into just the shape he wished, with all its amazing details. He made it, and he owns it.
He also made us. God created people who were something like himself, and put them in charge of
the world—to rule it, to care for it, to be responsible for it, and to enjoy all its beauty and goodness.
He appointed humanity to supervise and look after the world, but always under his own authority,
honoring him and obeying his directions.
It all sounds rather ideal—God in heaven, people ruling the world according to his directions, and
everything right with the world. But everything is very obviously not right—with us or the
world.2

2

Matthias Media, Two Ways to Live, p.1-2.
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Church Life 101
What is the Gospel? Part 3: Man & Sin

For this session let’s talk about man and sin. It is important to have a biblical understanding of
both of these subjects in order to rightly understand the gospel. There are some things that we
need to be clear on so that we can right communicate the gospel to unbelievers.

1. Man is made in the image of God.


Genesis 1:26-27: Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our
likeness…So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him;
male and female He created them.

2. Man is born dead in sin.




Ephesians 2:1-3: And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, in which
you once walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the
power of the air…among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our
flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of
wrath, just as the others.
Romans 3:9: What then? Are we better than they? Not at all. For we have previously
charged both Jews and Greeks that they are all under sin.

3. Man is in rebellion against God.


Isaiah 53:6: All we like sheep have gone astray; We have turned, every one, to his own
way; And the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.

4. Man is separated from God.


Isaiah 59:1-3: Behold, the Lord’s hand is not shortened, That it cannot save; Nor His ear
heavy, That it cannot hear. But your iniquities have separated you from your God; And
your sins have hidden His face from you, So that He will not hear. For your hands are
defiled with blood, And your fingers with iniquity; Your lips have spoken lies, Your
tongue has muttered perversity.

5. Man is under the penalty of death for his sin.


Romans 6:23: For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ
Jesus our Lord.
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Church Life 101
What is the Gospel? Part 3: Man & Sin

Let’s think about and answer this question: Why are each of these truths important and
necessary for a right understanding of the gospel?

Man is born dead in sin and because of this he has no power to save himself. He is lifeless in the
sense that he cannot take one step towards God without God showing grace to him. Man is also
in rebellion against God. He is actively pursuing his own agenda and glory. This rebellion is
characterized by two primary things: self-worship and unbelief. In this state of “deadness” and
rebellion man is walking according to the course of this world, serving the prince of the power of
the air, and joyfully fulfilling the desires of the flesh. Having a biblical understanding of man
and sin sets up the gospel. If man were not sinful, there would be no need of the cross. Yet, man
is extremely sinful and in need of redemption.

Consider the following excerpt from the gospel tract Two Ways to Live about man and his
sinfulness…
The sad truth is that, from the very beginning, men and women everywhere have rejected God by doing
things their own way. We all do this. We don’t like someone telling us what to do or how to live—least of
all God—and so we rebel against him in lots of different ways. We ignore him and just get on with our
own lives; or we disobey his instructions for living in his world; or we shake our puny fists in his face and
tell him to get lost.

However we do it, we are all rebels, because we don’t live God’s way. We prefer to follow our
own desires, and to run things our own way, without God. This rebellious, self-sufficient attitude
is what the Bible calls ‘sin’.
The trouble is, in rejecting God we make a mess not only of our own lives, but of our society and
the world. The whole world is full of people bent on doing what suits them, and not following
God’s ways. We all act like little gods, with our own crowns, competing with one another. The
result is misery. The suffering and injustice that we see around us all go back to our basic
rebellion against God.
By rebelling against God, we’ve made a terrible mess of things. The question is: what will God
do about it?1

1

Matthias Media, Two Ways to Live, p.3-4.
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Church Life 101
What is the Gospel? Part 4: Salvation

For this session let’s talk about salvation. It is important to have a biblical understanding of this
subject in order to rightly understand the gospel. As we walk through the following points take
note of how they are all directly related to the person and work of Jesus Christ.

1. Jesus is the only way to God.


John 14:6: Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through Me.”

2. Jesus died for the ungodly.


Romans 5:6-8: For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the
ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a good man
someone would even dare to die. But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that
while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

3. Saving grace comes to us through Jesus.


Ephesians 2:4-9: But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He
loved us, even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by
grace you have been saved), and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the
heavenly places in Christ Jesus, that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding
riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been
saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest
anyone should boast.

4. The gift of eternal life comes to us through Jesus.


John 3:16: For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.

5. Reconciliation to God is brought about through Jesus.


Colossians 1:19-22: For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should
dwell, and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or
things in heaven, having made peace through the blood of His cross. And you, who once
were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now He has reconciled in
the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy, and blameless, and above
reproach in His sight.
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Church Life 101
What is the Gospel? Part 4: Salvation

6. Jesus rose from the grave.


1 Corinthians 15:3-4: For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that
Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He
rose again the third day according to the Scriptures.

7. Jesus came to give life.


John 10:10: The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have
come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.

In thinking about the relationship between Jesus, salvation, and the gospel are there other
things we might note that would be of importance?
Along with reconciliation and eternal life salvation also includes the following…
Justification: Romans 3:21-24
Sanctification: 1 Corinthians 6:9-11
Regeneration: John 3:5-8
Adoption: Ephesians 1:3-6
Forgiveness of Sins: Ephesians 1:7
The Gift of the Holy Spirit: Acts 2:38

It needs to be stressed that salvation is found only in Jesus Christ. Peter says it this way in Acts
4:12: Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among
men by which we must be saved. If there is one area of Christian doctrine on which we need to
be crystal clear it is the doctrine of salvation. If there is one message we need to spend ourselves
proclaiming it is the message that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, came to this earth to save men
from their sins. We live in a world in which this truth is downplayed, ignored, and laughed at.
“Why do I need to be saved?” is the mantra of today’s generation. We can quibble about how to
interpret the seven trumpets in Revelation 8. We can debate our Presbyterian brothers on the
mode of baptism. We cannot though quibble about or be unclear on the matter of gospel
salvation. Salvation is inextricably linked to the person and character of God and what took place
on Calvary. Therefore we must be settled on this subject because it is ultimately a matter of life
and death.
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Church Life 101
What is the Gospel? Part 5: Man’s Response

For this session let’s talk about how to respond to the gospel. The gospel, narrowly defined, is
news about what Jesus has done for sinful mankind. The gospel is not about us. We cannot
“live” the gospel any more than we can “live” the daily stock-market report. We are called upon
though to respond to it. There are obviously wrong responses to the gospel. These lead to death
and judgment. The right response though leads to new life and salvation.
1. We must hear the word of Jesus.


John 5:24-25: “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him
who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from
death into life. 25 Most assuredly, I say to you, the hour is coming, and now is, when the
dead will hear the voice of the Son of God; and those who hear will live.”

2. We must confess with our mouths and believe with our hearts.


Romans 10:9-11: …that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in
your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart
one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto
salvation. For the Scripture says, “Whoever believes on Him will not be put to shame.”

3. We must repent.



Matthew 4:17: From that time Jesus began to preach and to say, “Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand.”
Acts 2:38: Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit.

4. We must follow Jesus.



Matthew 10:38-39: And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy
of Me. He who finds his life will lose it, and he who loses his life for My sake will find it.
John 8:12: Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, “I am the light of the world. He who
follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life.”

Let’s think through how we might call non-Christians to follow Jesus. Are there any methods
we should be leery of? Is there anything we should shy away from saying?
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Church Life 101
Miscellaneous Thoughts Part 1

Tonight we think through some miscellaneous thoughts regarding the gospel and evangelism that
have been brought up in our series. They are as follows and in no particular order…

1. When it comes to evangelism we must remember that God uses some people to scatter
the seed of the gospel, others to water that seed, but He is always the One who gives the
increase.


1 Corinthians 3:5-8: Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers through whom
you believed, as the Lord gave to each one? 6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave
the increase. 7 So then neither he who plants is anything, nor he who waters, but God who
gives the increase. 8 Now he who plants and he who waters are one, and each one will
receive his own reward according to his own labor.

How does this passage help us to understand our role in the act of evangelism? Are there any
ways this passage might provide hope to the one evangelizing?

2. People will object to the gospel for many reasons. One reason is that they find the actual
death of Jesus repulsive and absolutely unnecessary. We must remember that two primary
themes of the gospel are justice and atonement.





Genesis 3:21: Also for Adam and his wife the Lord God made tunics of skin, and clothed
them.
Leviticus 17:11: For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you upon
the altar to make atonement for your souls; for it is the blood that makes atonement for
the soul.’
Hebrews 9:12-14, 22: Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood He
entered the Most Holy Place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption. 13 For if
the blood of bulls and goats and the ashes of a heifer, sprinkling the unclean, sanctifies
for the purifying of the flesh, 14 how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the
eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, cleanse your conscience from dead
works to serve the living God? And according to the law almost all things are purified
with blood, and without shedding of blood there is no remission.

The above passages answer this objection textually. Are there other ways we might respond to
someone who says the cross is repulsive and unnecessary?
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Church Life 101
Miscellaneous Thoughts Part 2

Tonight we will think through some miscellaneous ideas regarding the gospel and evangelism
that have been brought up in our series. They are as follows and in no particular order…
1. Rather than see evangelism as an organized activity that we engage in we should see it
more as an organic activity that marks our coming and going.


Matthew 28:18-20: And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been
given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching
them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you
always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.

2. There is a group of people that we need to consider when thinking through the subject
of evangelism. This group is what we might call inactive church members. Some people
would say that these folks are “back-slidden.” Others would question whether or not they
are even Christians to begin with. While we can’t see someone’s heart we can see their
fruit which will tell us a lot about the state their soul. How should we respond to them?








(Situation) 1 John 2:18-19: Little children, it is the last hour; and as you have heard that
the Antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have come, by which we know that
it is the last hour. They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of
us, they would have continued with us; but they went out that they might be made
manifest, that none of them were of us.
(Option 1) Hebrews 5:12-14: For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you
need someone to teach you again the first principles of the oracles of God; and you have
come to need milk and not solid food. For everyone who partakes only of
milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a babe. But solid food belongs to
those who are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use have their senses exercised
to discern both good and evil.
(Option 2) Luke 6:43-45: For a good tree does not bear bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear
good fruit. For every tree is known by its own fruit. For men do not gather figs from
thorns, nor do they gather grapes from a bramble bush. A good man out of the good
treasure of his heart brings forth good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his
heart brings forth evil. For out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks.
(Option 3) ???
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What is Edification?

1. Let’s review...
When we started out our series, Church Life 101, we talked about the mission of the church. We
said in our first session that the mission of the church is “the worship of God which fuels
evangelism and edification.” We went on to say that both of these aspects are fulfilled in the same
way: speaking the truth in love. We evangelize as we speak the truth of the gospel to unbelievers.
We edify as we speak the truth of the gospel and the Word to fellow believers.
In our second session we talked about how we might accomplish this mission. We were presented
with two ideas: 1) mission means people and 2) people mean ministry. These two ideas helped us to
see that mission is not primarily about setting up programs, but about moving towards people with
God’s truth. For 10 sessions we talked about mission, the gospel, and evangelism. Now let’s spend
some time looking at mission, the gospel, and edification.
2. For this portion of our series we will take Ephesians 4:11-16 as our main text. This text
will shape most of what we say for the rest of our series.
And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, 12 to equip the saints
for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13 until we all attain to the unity of the
faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of
Christ, 14 so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of
doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. 15 Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are
to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16 from whom the whole body, joined
and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so
that it builds itself up in love.
There are two main ideas present in these verses and they are as follows:
A. God gave pastors/teachers to the church to equip the saints for the work of ministry.
B. The building up of the body of Christ, which is the “work of ministry,” is primary
accomplished as Christians speak the truth of God to one another in love.
3. Let’s think through Ephesians 4:11-16 together…
What does building up/edify mean? It means to promote another’s growth into Christ-likeness.
What is the primary means of edification? Speaking the truth.
Why is building each other up so important? It is the way we attain unity, know Christ, become
grounded, and makes the whole body grow.
What are some reasons why we find this to be difficult? …
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Life with One Another

1. The primary way we build one another up is through speaking the truth in love. This
idea can be complemented by a whole host of “one another” statements in the New
Testament. Here is a sampling in no particular order…
Be at peace with one another (Mk 9:50)
Don’t grumble among one another (Jn 6:43)
Be of the same mind with one another (Ro 12:16, 15:5)
Accept one another (Ro 15:7)
Don’t bite, devour, and consume one another (Ga 5:15)
Don’t boastfully challenge or envy one another (Ga 5:26).
Gently, patiently tolerate one another (Ep 4:2)
Be kind, tender-hearted, and forgiving to one another (Ep 4:32)
Bear with and forgive one another (Co 3:13)
Seek good for one another, and don’t repay evil for evil (1 Th 5:15)
Don’t complain against one another (Jas 4:11, 5:9)
Confess sins to one another (Jas 5:16)
Love one another (Jn 13:34, 15:12, 17; Ro 13:8; 1 Th 3:12, 4:9; 1 Pe 1:22)
Through love, serve one another (Ga 5:13)
Bear with one another in love (Ep 4:2)
Be devoted to one another in love (Ro 12:10)
Give preference to one another in honor (Ro 12:10)
Regard one another as more important than yourselves (Php 2:3)
Serve one another (Ga 5:13)
Be subject to one another (Ep 5:21)
Clothe yourselves in humility toward one another (1 Pe 5:5)
2. Living out these “one another” statements presupposes a willingness to do the
following…

Be involved. When I say “be involved” I don’t have in mind simply attending activities and events.

I mean that you must be involved in someone’s life. For example, in order to love you must know
your brothers and sisters. And not just know about them, but know their likes and dislikes, know
their struggles, know what sins easily beset them, know what makes them tick. While this can
happen here on Sunday mornings and on Wednesday nights, it usually takes place outside of this
building. Being involved in someone’s life takes place over coffee or at lunch. It takes place when
you invite someone to your house for dinner. It takes place at Hardees. It takes place when you ask
someone to go walking with you.

Be active. In other words, you must take initiative when serving your brothers and sisters in Christ.
Opportunities to put into practice these ideas, most of the time, will never come knocking on your
door. Sometimes they do, but most of the time, these opportunities must be sought after. This
means that you must be looking and praying for God to open up occasions to minister to other
people and when those occasions arrive you take them.
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Be transparent. To be of the same mind with another you must be willing to open up your life to

another person. If you take a hermit approach to life and never let anyone in, you will never be able
to be unified with your brothers and sisters. I don’t think we should run wild when we think about
being transparent. What I have in mind when I use the word is simply letting someone in to your
life and allowing them to come alongside you in your walk with the Lord.

Relationships can be messy, difficult, and even draining. Yet it is through our
life together that God builds us up and puts His love and glory on display.
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Bear One Another’s Burdens

1. The last idea that I would like us to consider is that of bearing one another’s burdens.
Let’s do a little Bible study together. Turn to Galatians 6:1-5…
Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should restore him in a spirit
of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted. 2 Bear one another's burdens, and so
fulfill the law of Christ. 3 For if anyone thinks he is something, when he is nothing, he deceives
himself. 4 But let each one test his own work, and then his reason to boast will be in himself alone
and not in his neighbor.5 For each will have to bear his own load.

What is another way to translate the word “caught” in verse one? Overtaken. Here sin is

understood as a trap. If you are wanting a mental image think of a hunter getting caught in a bear
trap or someone falling into some kind of hole dug in the ground.

Paul says that those who are spiritual should restore the brother who is caught in sin. Who
exactly are the spiritual? Pastors? Deacons? Those who walk by the Spirit.
What does the word “restore” mean? In Paul’s day it was used to describe a broken bone being
set. The idea is not so much that of starting over but of being made whole or right.

What two characteristics are needed by those doing the restoring? Gentleness and
Watchfulness. Why are these important to have in this process?
What is the connection between bearing one another’s burdens and the law of Christ?

Bearing one another’s burdens is part and parcel of what it means to love your neighbor. See
Galatians 5:13-15.

What might this look like in a local church? Let’s tease out a scenario.

Does burden bearing sound intimidating, scary,
overwhelming, or possibly exciting? Why or why not?
2. Let’s review one last time...
The purpose of the church is to worship God. As the church worships she should extend the
gospel to non-Christians. This is what we call evangelism. She should also extend the gospel to
Christians. This is what we call edification or building one another up.

As we wrap up this series is there any truth or idea that has
challenged you? Convicted you? Helped you? Encouraged you?

