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Upcoming Events  

Jan:  Lunch and Game Day  
     Description: Eat and play!  Hillside will provide 
lunch and snacks; feel free to bring board games. 

     Date: Thursday, January 12th 

     Times: Arrive at 11:30 a.m. for lunch; games will 
run from 12:30 to about 2:30. 

     Location:  Hillside Commons 

     Cost:  None.  Free-will offerings are welcome. 

Feb:  Cedarville University Play/Lunch 
     Description:  Cedarville University will perform 
“Our Town,” a play depicting family, faith, and 
miracles.  Lunch is available in the cafeteria. 

     Date: Thursday, February 9th 

     Times: Showtime is at 10:00 a.m.  Please arrive 
by 9:40 a.m.  

     Sign up:  Sign-up sheets are available Jan 29th 
and Feb 5th outside sanctuary. Please pay at signup. 

     Location:  Cedarville University Theater, 251 N. 
Main St., Cedarville, Oh, 45314 

    * If riding the van – Please be at church by 8:45 
a.m.  To reserve a van seat, contact Diane Warden. 

     Costs:  Cost of play is $7.00.  Cafeteria lunch is 
$6.50, payable on site. 

Mar: “Brunch and Learn” Lawn Care 
     Description: Seminar – Learn the best shade 
trees to plant (and what not to plant).      

     Date: Thursday, March 16th 

     Times: 10:00 a.m to 11:15 a.m.; brunch at 11:30 

     Location:  Hillside Commons 

     Cost:  None.  Free-will offerings are welcome. 

Recent Events 

    

On October 21st, 25 OWLS 
visited the Quiet Harmony 
Ranch in New Paris, Ohio.  This 
serene setting contains 300 to 
400 elk roaming in “free range” 
fenced pastures on a 185 acre 
ranch.  The staff is committed to 
keeping the herds healthy and 
the entire herd is vaccinated and 

checked regularly by veterinarians. There is a 
restaurant where you can dine on fine elk burgers, 
a play area for kids, a zip line for the brave and 
adventurous, and a store with unique elk items. 

On November 17th, the 
OWLS hosted the Annual 
Hillside Thanksgiving 
Dinner for over 120 people.  
Menu included, turkey (of 
course), dressing, mashed 

potatoes, gravy, green bean casserole, sweet 
potatoes, and desserts of all kinds.  MANY THANKS 
for all who worked on this dinner … it was truly a 
labor of love!   

 

On December 16th, 44 OWLS 
attended the musical 
performance of “White 
Christmas” at the La Comedia 

Dinner Theatre.  The performance, food, and 
service were excellent!  The vocals were great, and 
a little 5 year-old girl stole the show! 
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Featured Article: 

Best Shade Trees for Your Lawn 
(in SW Ohio) 

In the wake of the emerald ash borer infestation, 

home owners are scrambling to find suitable 

replacement shade trees.  This borer most likely 

arrived in the U.S. from imported wood products 

from central China.  Unfortunately, ash trees were 

an ideal shade tree.  However, a valuable lesson 

can be taken from this; never plant all one 

species of a tree on your property.  Besides, 

planting a variety of trees adds more interest to 

your landscape. This article focuses on deciduous 

shade trees that are lower maintenance and 

suitable for suburban dwellers.   

The first thing you need to consider before 

selecting a tree is the space you have.  For 

example, you don’t want to plant a beautiful red 

maple 20 feet from your house.  As it matures, it 

will grow into your house and will require 

excessive pruning not to mention clogging your 

gutters.  The tags on trees at a nursery typically 

have the mature height and spread of the tree. 

Following is a list of trees you can consider. 

Maple trees are an excellent choice and offer a 

variety of sizes and leaf colors.  You know it’s a 

maple if it has the word “acer” in the botanical 

name. Following are some maples to consider. 

1. Red Maple - gets its name from its red 

fall color. Its leaves are green during the summer 

(not crimson) and turn bright red in the fall.  They 

grow to 75 feet. 

2. Crimson Maple - gets its name from its 

crimson colored leaves throughout the summer. 

Leaves turn bronze to brown in the fall.   They are 

slow growing and can get up to 50 feet tall. 

3. Japanese Maple - gets its name from its 

origin (Japan).  There are many cultivars (types) 

from green to red or crimson colored leaves.  They 

can grow to be 3 to 25 feet tall. 

4. Sugar Maple - gets its name from its 

sweet sap that is used to produce maple syrup. It’s 

a large tree (over a hundred feet tall) and has 

beautiful orange fall color. 

Birch trees are a nice addition to the landscape. 

They are related to Aspens and are more of an 

upright tree that doesn’t spread as wide as the 

maple trees.  There are many cultivars, but most 

are susceptible to the bronze birch borer which 

kills them. The River Birch and Black Birch are 

most resistant to the borer. The River Birch is a 

fast-growing tree that grows either as a single-

trunk tree or a multi-trunk clumping tree. It has 

distinctive reddish-brown bark and can grow up to 

50 feet in this area.  The River Birch is the only 

true heat-tolerant birch.  

Crab Apple Trees - If you are looking for a 

smaller tree with showy blooms, then a Crab 

Apple Tree is a safe bet.  There are cultivars that 

grow from 4 to 30 feet.  It has “malus” in the 

botanical name. Make sure you are buying a crab 

apple and not an apple tree.  Certain cultivars are 

susceptible to cedar rust, apple scab, and fire 

blight, so make sure you buy hybrids that are 

resistant to these diseases. 

Linden Trees -The Linden Tree is in the “tilia” 

genus and is a medium to large tree.  For this area 

in Ohio the Little Leaf Linden thrives the best.  It 

gets about 60 feet tall and has a fragrant bloom in 

late spring.  The bloom is inconspicuous but it 

attracts bees.  So if you fear honey bees, plant a 

different tree. 

                Ray Miller 

 
For comments, suggestions, or additions for this newsletter, contact Diane Warden at 937-681-3748. 


