
 
May 5, 2020 

 
Over the last several weeks our nation has been in a pandemic. Everyone has been 
affected.  For all, this has been a difficult time to walk through.       
 
At Oil Belt Christian Service Camp, we have been prayerfully seeking the best way to 
serve kids this summer at camp.   
 
Our leadership team has been examining the current guidelines, projections for 
“opening” the state and communicating with our local health department about what 
requirements we will need to meet in order to host campers at Oil Belt.   
 
The question has been, ‘How can we reasonably and responsibly host summer camp?’   
 
Now, more than ever, kids need the Oil Belt experience to process all that has taken 
place. Most importantly, how do followers of Christ move forward through this in a God-
centered way.  And, how can we do that in a safe and healthy way? 
 
It’s no surprise the methods at camp will look different, but the mission to change lives 
for Christ stays the same.  
 
Weighing all this, our leadership has prayerfully developed the following for our current 
2020 Summer Camp Plans.   
 
Please understand, these are subject to change as restrictions and guidelines develop.  
The leadership team plans to meet again in early June for modifications, if needed.   
 

1. As previously announced, our campus will continue to be closed to groups and 
retreats through May 30 in compliance with the current shelter-in-place order.   

 
2. With the projections of opening and in an effort for the safest and best 

opportunities for us to host a camp for every age, our summer camp schedule 
has changed.  Every camp up to July 19th has been cancelled.   

 
3. This year, in an effort to host a “regular” camp for each age, here is our new 

schedule.  You’ll find more info, such as check-in & check-out times, at our 
website.  

• July 19-24 7th-8th Grade  Jr. High  
• July 26-31 9th-13th Grade Sr. High 
• August 1 1st-3rd Grade  Sunrise Day Camp 
• August 2-7 5th-6th Grade  Encounter 
• August 9-11 4th-5th Grade  Pathfinder 



 
 

4. There will be several changes in operations to keep camp safe, clean and 
healthy for campers.  CDC guidelines are changing often. We will be monitoring 
the current standards and updating with them as they go. Here are a few 
changes you can currently expect to see: 

• We will have wellness & temperature checks at registration, as well as 
daily wellness and temperature checks.  

• Social Distancing according to the guidelines at that current time.  This 
means several changes in our programming such as closing our team-
building course, adjustments in how we serve & eat meals, as well as 
changes in the way we do classes, worship and group times. 

• Anyone with a fever above 100.4 or has symptoms of COVID-19 will 
be sent home.   

• Any camper who leaves camp, for any reason, will not be allowed back 
on campus.   

• To maintain a healthy campus and take special precautions in food 
service, we will be hiring a full kitchen staff instead of relying on the 
daily volunteer church groups who came to help prepare meals in the 
kitchen.  We will miss you tremendously!  

• No visitors will be allowed to visit during summer camp.  
• There will be additional cleaning procedures added to specifically 

target high-touch areas and other risks associated with COVID-19.  
• You’ll notice the wilderness camps, specialty camps, and special 

needs camps have been cancelled as well.  Maintaining standards at 
wilderness and specialty camps were impossible.  Special Needs 
Camps were cancelled to protect the health of many who already have 
compromised immune systems or live in congregate settings.  

 
5. If you were pre-registered for a camp, then we ask you to contact the camp office 

by May 11th to confirm your spot in the age-appropriate camp.    
If anyone who has pre-registered would like to cancel or does not respond to the 
changes by May 11th, we will refund the amount they’ve paid towards camp 
100%.     
After that, on May 12th, we will open the camps up for registration.   
 

6. There will be a wait-list to sign-up for each camp in case they fill up.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

7. Because of the possibility of these new dates being cancelled, we will not accept 
payment for camp until July 6th.  
We will need each camper to be paid-in-full by 1 week before the start of their 
camp.  This will insure your attendance at camp.  If you do not secure your spot 
by paying in full, we will offer your spot to the next in line on the wait list.   
For campers who receive church sponsorships, we will need the church 
authorization form 1 week in advance.  
 

8. A few additional updates we’d like to share about OBCSC: 
• The campus will be closed until July 19 to visitors, guests and retreat 

groups.  Summer Camp is our primary mission and we want to put all 
of our efforts in this time towards making that program the best it can 
be. 

 
 
Our leadership team has labored over this decision.  As stated above, we consulted our 
local health department, applied all the current restrictions to our operations, spoke with 
our staff, ministers, deans, faculty and many of you.   
 
As you can see, we are striving our best to take a responsible and reasonable approach 
to camp this summer.  Your children’s safety and health are important to us.   
 
At Oil Belt, kids experience who God is through powerful worship.  This year our biblical 
teaching will continue to reinforce their foundation in Christ.  The small group 
community will build those relationships that students have been missing.   
 
It’s going to be a life-changing summer at camp.  There will be less camps, but we know 
the camp experience will be powerful for those able to attend.   
 
Please continue to watch as we share more information as this summer approaches.  If 
you have any questions please contact us at the camp office.   
 
Thank you! 
 
Tyler Mulvany 
Executive Director   


