Welcome to Woodland’s
St. Paul's Lutheran Church
Church History and Tour Guide
Founded in 1912
ALL ARE WELCOME. Everyone is invited to join us.
We pray that God will bless our worship together.
Our Mission. Living in God's Grace, we are called to apply
the love of Christ to daily living. St. Paul's provides
encouragement, training, and avenues for actions upon
one's newness of life in the church, the home, and the
community.
625 W. Gibson Road, Woodland, CA
Phone (530) 662-1935
http://lcmsstpauls.org/
E-mail: woodlandstpauls@sbcglobal.net
David Hardin, Pastor
Services: 10:30 a.m. on Sunday

Preschool and Daycare.
Full Daycare available from Mon-Fri 6:30am
- 6:00pm. Morning Preschool classes from
9:00am - 11:45 am. Professional, qualified
teachers. Enriching-nurturing program.
Serving children ages 3 - pre-K. For
enrollment information, Call (530) 662-1935
Kids Are God's Special People

Our Namesake. St Paul’s Lutheran Church is named after St. Paul the
Apostle who was converted from Judaism on the road to Damascus
(Acts 9). St. Paul’s thirteen canonical Epistles show his untiring interest
and fatherly affection for the churches he established. In his Epistles,
St. Paul shows himself to be a profoundly religious thinker with an
enduring formative influence in the development of Christianity.
The Apostle Paul, by Rembrandt
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Church Tour Guide.
From 1905 when the first Lutheran emigrates settled in Woodland, to the founding of the church in 1912,
St. Paul's Lutheran Church celebrates its 100th anniversary on Sept 1, 2012. This building is the fifth
Woodland site for this congregation. The contemporary style church and education wing were designed
by the architectural firm Nicholas A. Tomich. In April 1968, preliminary architectural plans were approved
by the congregation. In Sept 1968, the general contract was awarded to the firm Frederick J. Chapek Co.
Ground breaking was held on Sept 29 1968, the cornerstone was laid on March 30, 1969, the church
dedication service was on July 13, 1969, and last mortgage payment was August 1984. During this time
period, the community, as well as the entire nation, was in euphoria over the 1st moon landings. Record
breaking heatwave and jam packed attendance quickly resulted in the funding for a much needed A/C
unit (which had been cut from the budget).
The towering cross rises 6 stories high above surrounding
rooftops, representing Jesus Christ's strength and stability.
Following ancient Christian tradition, the entrance to the
church is the atrium. The atrium is elevated above the
street level, surrounded by low brick walls and paved in
patterns of brick and pebbled concrete. The atrium is
removed from street traffic and noise, providing spacious
area for fellowship before and after service. Over 14 feet
high and worked into the outer brick face is the "Chi-Rho"
symbol, formed by superimposing the first two capital letters
ΧΡ of the Greek word "ΧΡΙΣΤΟΣ", meaning "Christ". To the
West of the doors is the engraved cornerstone, marking
March 1969. The doors are flanked by multi-faceted glass
House of worship 1969 to present day
windows, with colors expressing in symbolism and
625 W. Gibson Road, Woodland
iconography, the means of grace.

Stained Glass Windows designed in 1969 by Hilda Sachs of Cummings Studios at San Rafael, CA
The stain glass windows were designed by Cummings Studios at San Rafael, CA. West of the front entry
door is a stain glass window depicting the Bible and sword. These are traditional symbols ascribed to St.
Paul. The New Testament Book, "The Acts of the Apostles" is full of his activities, and he authored 13
Epistles. His shield is an open Bible. St. Paul spoke of the Word of God as "the Sword of the Spirit."
East of the front entry door is a stain glass window depicting water pouring from a shell and chalice of
wine. These symbolize the two sacraments of Baptism and Holy Communion. In 1517, the Roman
Catholic Church observed many sacraments: communion, baptism, alms giving, confession, indulgences,
lighting candles, going on pilgrimages, and doing penance. As a tidbit of history, when Martin Luther
reexamined the entire structure of the sacraments from the Bible's source, he penned the famous “95
Thesis” and posted it on the door of the Castle Church the day before All Saint's, October 31, 1517. In
his “95 Thesis”, Luther identified only two sacraments from scripture: holy communion and holy baptism.
A flock of 20 pelicans cover the outer front entry doors. The pelicans are
molded out of bronze. In medieval Europe, the pelican was thought to
be particularly attentive to her young, to the point of providing her own
blood by wounding her own breast when no other food was available.
These legends arose because pelicans look as if they are stabbing
themselves as they press their bill into their chest to empty their pouch.
The Dalmatian Pelican in particular has a blood-red pouch in the early
breeding season. As a result, the pelican came to symbolize the
Passion of Jesus and of the Eucharist.
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Along each side of the church sanctuary, the beautiful glass
windows are modern geometric blocks from the neoplasticism
period, or De Stijl, expressing abstract art with straight lines and
the clearly defined primary colors.

West Wing Stained Glass
East Wing Stained Glass
Stained Glass Windows designed by Cummings Studios of San Rafael, CA
Inside the sanctuary, the simplicity of contemporary design continues. Powerful bare steel support Ibeams express the structure's strength. The lofty ceilings and wide sanctuary provides spaciousness,
while allowing everyone to be close to the chancel. As per tradition, the narthex is the entrance or lobby
area of the church. Over the narthex is a projecting balcony for the choir and organ. The cherrywood
paneling and pews make this a warm, friendly, and inviting place.

Main Sanctuary

Altar's Stained Glass Inset

East Chapel Wing

To the left of the main chancel is a chapel wing. The small chapel can be used to provide additional
seating. The folding wall can easily partition off the chapel for more private ceremonies. The intricate
Baroque altar and lecturen may look somewhat out of place among the contemporary design. That is
because these were relocated from our previous church, built in 1914 on Oak Street. It was purchased
from St Peters Lutheran Church in Lodi when they decided to upgrade their altar. These serve as a
reminder of our forefathers faith. The more ornate altar is carved from wood, very similar to the western
facade of the 1211 Roman Catholic Cathedral of Santiago de Compostela, in Galicia, Spain. In this alter
rendition, the top center has a stained glass window of Jesus the Good Shepard. In the gables are two
carved Greek symbols,

A and Ω which refer to the verse "I am the alpha and the omega" (Revelation 1:8,
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21:6, and 22:13), meaning "God is the beginning and the end". The lower emblem depicts the cross,
anchor, Bible, and chalice, surrounded by German words "EIN FESTE BURG IST UNSER GOTT".
Translated, this means "A Mighty Fortress is Our God" based upon Psalms 46. Martin Luther was a
prolific hymn writer of both lyrics and melody. This hymn was his most famous. Luther's hymns reinvented religious music for the common people by setting easy to understand German-language words
to folk music. Authoring over 36 hymns, Luther paved the way, encouraging others to write psalm-hymns
for everyone's use.
The main chancel is the crowning glory of this beautiful space. It encompasses the full width of the
church. The sleek altar and baptismal font are of simple design in white Italian marble. The cherry
hardwood pulpit and communion rails repeat the cherrywood throughout the church. Suspended from the
ceiling is a sanctuary lamp, reminding us that
Christ is the light of the world. The sanctuary
lamp is always kept burning to sympolize the
eternal presence of God with His people. The
chancel is illuminated with a flood of lights from
the high clerestory windows, representing the
heavenly light.
The reredos design behind the altar is a lovely
rippling textured blue-green tile, forming a
verticle line pointing to the heavens. This
textured tile adds a striking background for the
heroic Christus Rex (or Christ the King). At
first glance, this sculpture appears to represent
the crucifiction, as traditionally displayed in the
majority of church altars. However, upon
further study, the artist actually portrays the
ascension of Christ (Ephesians 4:8-10 and
Timothy 3:16) with the upward rising gloriously
robed Christ against the ray of sky.

Main chancel

Christ is indeed risen and ascending into the heavens. This
unique figure of Christ the King was selected to remind us
all that our Lord Jesus Christ has won the victory over sin,
death, and the devil. The figure with head held erect and
arms uplifted, radiates the glory of a triumphant King who
has conquered all forces - past, present, and future. This
mid Century Modernist piece was hand-sculptured in
metals by artist Norman Grag.
The origins of the Grag Studios dates back to 1927 where
the husband and wife team of Hans and Elizabeth Grag
went under the name Cellini Craft. In 1952, Hans and
Elizabeth relocated to Manton California, formed Grag
Studios, and started designing and fabricating light fixtures
for GUMP'S. The studio has produced sculpture, lighting
and decorative furnishings commissioned by developers,
architects, private firms, government agencies, museums,
collectors, churches, and synagogues. Grag Studios
designed a similar 10 ft. Repousse' Risen Christ for St.
Mary's Church in Vacaville CA.

Christus Rex (or Christ the King)
by Norman Grag of Grag Studios

Quiet colors, semi-concealed lighting, spacious communion
rail, and furniture arrangement have all been carefully
orchestrated to help those who enter this house of worship
feel the majesty of God's presence, together with His love
and grace as proclaimed in Word and Sacrament. Ed
Young handcrafted the wood cross, as well as several other
accessories throughout the church.
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Our Early Beginnings. Sept 1, 1912 is the date of the organization of St. Paul's Lutheran Church.
However, our history goes back to 1905. A group of Lutheran Christians emigrated from southern
Russia, finally settling in Woodland California in July 04, 1905. These emigrants were searching for a
peaceful life, escaping from insufferable hardships of the Russian Revolution (1905), St. Petersburg
Bloody Sunday massacre (22 Jan 1905), and the Russo-Japanese War (10 Feb 1904 - 5 Sep 1905).
Having belonged to the Lutheran Church in their
Russian homeland, they were guided to what was
represented as the American counterpart -- the
Evangelical German Church. Today, this building
serves as St. John's United Church of Christ at 434
Cleveland St, Woodland. At first, many things
naturally seemed strange to them. Considering
their newness, they allowed for church differences.
However it soon became more clear that the
differences were not limited simply to form, but
included matters of doctrine as well. Eventually,
some of the group continued searching for their
preferred Lutheran doctrine.
With the help of visiting pastors of Missouri Synod
Place of worship 1905 to 1911
congregations in Lodi and Stockton, the people
434 Cleveland St, Woodland
were directed to the sainted Pastor C. A. Bernthal. Bernthal was president of the California and Nevada
Districts at that time. As a result, on 13 Sept 1911, the Rev. Richard Ziegler preached the first Lutheran
sermon at Woodland in the home of Mr. Jacob Storz. Pastor Ziegler was from the Wisconsin Synod and
resident within the boundaries of Pacific Northwest District.
Arrangements were made for regular services from visiting pastors, starting on 19 Feb 1912 with the Rev.
Henry Kowert travelling weekly 45 miles each way from Cordelia to Woodland. Five months later, he
was substituted by the Rev. Walter E. Mathwig travelling weekly 85 miles each way from Chico, starting
on 19 Aug 1912. Services continued to be conducted in Mr. Jacob Storz's home.
Organization and Growth. Pastor Mathwig immediately busied himself with plans to organize a
Lutheran congregation at Woodland. A month later on 1 Sept 1912, St. Paul's Lutheran Church was
organized. This was documented with the signing of the congregation's constitution by the following
male members: C. Ade, Edward Nuss, Fred Deiss, Jacob Storz, Henry Storz, Jacob Seitz, David
Stuhlmiller, and Mr. Gilhausen. The first officers of the congregation were: Jacob Seitz, president; Henry
Storz, secretary; and Jacob Storz, treasurer. In the United States, women were not given the right to vote
until 1920, explaining the absence of women from the officers list and the signing of the constitution.
Under Pastor Mathwig's leadership, the congregation grew. So the meeting place was moved from Mr.
Jacob Storz's home to the Odd Fellows Hall at 723 Main Street Woodland. Today, this building is
referred to as the I.O.O.F. (International Order of the Odd Fellows) Building.

Place of worship 1912 to 1914
Early 1900s Main Street, Woodland with the
I.O.O.F. Building to the far right (colorized
postcard photograph, No. 8476; published by M.
Rieder for R. E. Boyle

I.O.O.F. Building, 723 Main Street (Third and Main
streets), Woodland. According to David L. Wilkinson in
his book Crafting a Valley Jewel on page 60-61, the
Odd Fellows Hall was built by William Henry Curson in
the Spanish style in 1904.

In 1913, plans were underway for a dedicated house of worship. The property at the corner of Walnut
and Oak streets was purchased on 23 Nov 1913. At a special meeting on 7 Dec 1913, detailed plans
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were presented for the building of the church 30 by 50
feet with a basement four feet below ground level.
However, three days later, another meeting was held,
reducing the building size and scratching the
basement due to costs. On 25 Aug 1914, St. Paul's
Lutheran Church held their dedication ceremonies at
601 Walnut St, Woodland. Today, this mission style
building serves as New Life Community Church.
After four years work, Pastor Mathwig chose to follow
a new field of labor on Dec 1916. The Rev. Carl
Fickenscher took over as visiting pastor. Travelling
from Colusa County, Pastor Fickenscher served both
Woodland and Sacramento churches until Dec 1920.
After four years of faithfully serving both stations, it
was apparent that his entire time was needed for the
fast growing Sacramento church. The Rev. William
Heusseman served as pastor to Woodland's congregation from 1921 until July 31, 1923, when he
preached his farewell sermon.
Place of worship 1914 to 1969
601 Walnut St, Woodland

From Aug 3, 1923 to Jun 18, 1927, the Rev. Arthur Kaiser served as pastor. Pastor Kaiser's contribution
was to convert from German speaking services to English instead. Unfortunately, this caused a spilt in
the church, with many of the congregation moving to the American Lutheran Church on College Street.
Up until then, services had been held solely in the German language. This is remarkable considering the
terrible Anti-German pressures of WWI (28 Jun 1914 – 11 Nov 1918). When the United States entered
WWI in April 1917, some German immigrants, and sometimes even non-German immigrants who were
perceived as German (Dutch, Scandinavian, Swiss), were looked upon with suspicion and attacked
regarding their loyalty. Some German immigrants in the US were even tried, convicted, and imprisoned,
on charges of sedition, merely for refusing to swear allegiance to the US war effort. In the US between
1917-18, thousands of German-American schools and newspapers were forced to permanently close. In
cities and towns across the nation, libraries burned their German-language books in public burnings.
One such bloody attack hit home to our neighboring church. The Dixon Lutheran Church was a beautiful
old style wood frame church with dual steeples. For several years St Paul's congregation was served by
pastors from Dixon and Cordelia. One night during WW II, men in hoods broke into a church meeting and
shot the pastor and a couple elders, since they were of German ancestry. That same night, the church
was set on fire. The shooting and fire forced Dixon Lutheran Church to close. A telephone relay building
resides there now, just down the street and across from the Roman Catholic Church. Dixon's
congregation joined together with a break off group from the local Methodist Church and formed, what is
called today, Dixon Community Church on A Street across from City Hall.

Rev. Edward J. Brott

Center - Rev. W. G. Nils Pultz
Back L-R Donald Weiss, Randy Schaupp, Pastor, Joel Schubert, Horst Fredrick Burgdorf
Front L-R Judy Klein, Donna (Arndt) Tafoya, Helen (Pultz) Marquez
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The Rev. S. Probst (formerly from the Wisconsin Synod) served as pastor from 1927 to Dec 1936. Oddly
enough, during "The Great Depression" of 1929 to 1930s, the congregation actually experienced much
growth, becoming self-sustaining. On 19 May 1935, a parsonage was built and dedicated next door to
the church. The Rev. Edward J. Brott served as pastor from 25 April 1937 to 1944. Pastor W. O.
Grunow was installed as pastor in 1944. After 6 years of service, Pastor Grunow accepted a call in Nov
1950 to move to Cresent City, California. In June 1951, the Rev. W. G. Nils Pultz was installed as pastor,
serving from 1951 to June 1960.
Christian Day School - 1948 to 1963. As early as 1937, there was discussion about beginning a
Christian Day School. In an effort for more space for Sunday School, larger worship hall, and social hall.
A full basement was dug out from under the church, starting in Nov 1939 and completed in May 1940.
The congregation's farmers dug out the basement by shovels, wheelbarrows, and an old Model A Ford
truck, shoring up the ceiling as they went. The basement project starting in Nov 1939 and completed in
May 1940. Unfortunately, a hate compaign was spread during WWII that Germans were secretly plotting
in the church basement, with Nazi swastikas hung behind heavy curtains.
In Aug 1941, contributions for a school began coming in.
The post-WWII period meant explosive growth for
Woodland, tripling it's population from 1950 to 1980. In
1945 at the end of WWII, plans were made to erect a
Christian Day School. Actual construction began on
Dec 22, 1947, building at Oak and McKinley Streets.
Today, the property has been rebuilt as apartments.
Mr. Karl J. Ohlmann was our first principal and teacher
in July 1948. His installation was held in August and the
school dedication took place in Sep 1948. There were a
total of 28 children enrolled that first year. That year, a
Mother's Club was organized to work for the school and
Christian Day School at Oak & McKinley
assist the teachers. The first officers were Mrs. Robert
Morris as president, Mrs. Ray Strehle as vice president, Mrs. Walter Lipelt as secretary, and Mrs. William
Burger as treasurer. 11 years later, the group reorganized, calling themselves the Parent-Teacher
League in 1959.
In Jan 1949, another phase of church remodeling began. The church was enlarged even more, new
pews installed, an office built, and a stage and kitchen added to the basement. This work was rededicated in May 1949. A new organ was installed shortly afterwards.

Kay Lipelt and Karl J. Ohlmann at Kay's Graduation-Confirmation 1954

Mr. Wilmer Hornbostel

In Sep 1950, Mrs. Irvin Schafer (nae Miss Dorothy Brommer) was hired as the school's second teacher.
When Mr. Ohlmann moved to Sunnyvale in 1957, Mr. Roger Merkh served as principal of the school from
1957 to 1959. Mr. Wilmer Hornbostel held the position of principal-teacher from 1959 until the school
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closed. The school provided 15 years of ministry, closing in 1963. Through those years, several people
served as teachers: Mr. James Hake, Grace Bruell, Rosemarie Bolland, Mrs. Harold Kirsten, Miss
Beatrice Bartz, and Mrs. Karen Hansen.
Transition from Oak to Gibson Location. The congregation originally planned to build a larger church
on the school property at Oak and McKinley Streets. But in 1960, a planning committee and church
council recommended looking into the possibility of a more suitable site with more room. The property at
the corner of West Gibson Road and Cottonwood Street was purchased in 1964, using the proceeds from
the sale of the old school.
The Rev. H. E. Russow was the next pastor to serve. He came from Iron Ridge, Wisconsin, was installed
on Jan 29, 1961, and served until July 1966. Then Rev. William "Bill" J. Faust was called from Lockport,
New York, and was installed on April 9, 1967. Previous to NY, Rev. Faust ministered in Oroville CA. And
before that Faust served 2 years with Army Corp of Engineers. He receied his degree in printing
management from Carnegie Institute of Technology, then graduated from Concordia Seminary in
Springfield Ill.
In March 1965, a building committee was appointed. After two years of careful study, the congregation
approved the selection of the architectural firm of Nicholas A. Tomich to design the new church and
education facilities. To quote the building committee's philosophy of the building, "It is agreed that the
church must be an outstanding structure in the community. It must be unmistakeably a church in
appearance and must be entirely unlike commercial structures of any kind. It must convey to the people
of this area a silent invitation to worship with us in an atmosphere of dignity and beauty. For the present
and future members of our congregation, its purpose is to provide a house of worship in which God's Holy
Word will continue to be proclaimed in all its truth and purity. It will be built and dedicated solely to the
honor and glory of the Triune God."

Walter Lipelt, Elmer Brommer, Mrs Brommer, Rev. William Faust

Marlyn Knudson - organist

In 1966, retired LCMS school teacher, Mr. Edgar Brommer began serving as part time Director of
Christian Education (DCE). Mr. Brommer played the organ, directed choir, organized midweek Bible
class for children, as well as other education programs. In late 1974 at Mr. Brommer's request, the Board
of Education explored other staffing options. By 1976, we shared a 3 year DCE agreement with Zion
Lutheran Church in North Highlands. Mr. George Guidera was installed as Director of Christian
Education and Youth on Aug 29, 1976. He began working with the two congregations.
In 1976, Mrs Verna Herms assumed choir directing. From Nov 1977 until Mr. Brommer's retirement in
1980, Mr. Brommer and Mr. Luther Skov shared duties as organist. Presently Mrs. Judy Fiedler and Mrs.
Marlyn Knudson serve as choir director and organist.
After 19 years of service 1967-1986, Pastor Faust accepted a position as hospital chaplain at St. Mary's
Hospital in Reno, Nevada. His final service at St Paul's was Oct 12, 1986. However, Faust and his wife
Kathy visit often to assist in anniversaries and installations.
Rev. Klemet I. Preus was installed on Aug 30, 1987. Preus entered ministry in 1976, serving at Ypsilanti
MI, followed by campus ministry at the University of North Dakota, Grand Forks. The Preus family
includes wife Candy and 4 children. After 4 years, Pastor Preus accepted a call to Messiah Lutheran
Church at Danville California in June 1992.
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Rev. David Hardin
Rev. Henry Scherer
Rev. Henry "Hank" Scherer was installed on June 26, 1994. His wife Cheryl joined in the installation
service, which also commemorated the 80th Anniversary for St. Paul's congregation, the 25th Anniversary
of our present facility, and the 25th Anniversary of Pastor Scherer's entrance into the full time ministry of
Missouri Synod.
Between Pastors Faust and Scherer, they represent 40 years of the 100 year Anniversary. On
September 15, 2012, over 240 guests came to the 100th Anniversary banquet and celebration at Heidrick
Ag History Center wih Cracchiolo's Catering. After 20 years serving St. Paul's, Pastor Scherer retired,
with the celebration of his retirement on January 19, 2013.
While the congregation searched for a new minister, Pastor William "Bill" Plath travelled from Greenhaven
to provide Interim Ministry. On February 20, 2013, Vicar David Hardin was called from Concordia
Seminary in St Louis MO. He began as "deferred vicar" at St. Pauls with his installation service on June
30, 2013. His wife Jill joined in the installation service, as well as their 3 children, Matthew, Christian, and
Grayce. Both David and Jill attended Concordia Teachers College, Seward, NE, and are trained and
credentialed as Directors of Christian Education (DCE). David grew up attending St. John's Lutheran
Church, Orange, CA and has served as DCE in 2 parishes before going to Seminary. After a year of
practical application of his seminary training, David successfully completed his seminary campus
academic study. Rev. David Hardin was ordination as pastor to St. Paul's on July 20, 2014.
The church's seating capacity is 272 in the nave, 30 in the balcony, and 48 in the chapel, for a total of
350. A DVD library is available of recorded sermons. The education wing provides space for 12 separate
classrooms. Fellowship Hall is available for large meetings, and often serves our famous potlucks. In
addition, there is the church office, pastor's study, and preschool office.
St. Paul's Preschool. At the close of Mr. Guidera's 3
year joint contract in 1979, the board decided upon a
full-time worker. On Oct 7, 1979, Mrs. Cynthia Wheeler
was appointed as full time Director of Christian
Education and Youth. Much growth was witnessed in
our education and youth programs. In 1981, a special
committee was formed to pursue full time children's
education. Their report in 1982 led to open a preschool
program on June 6, 1983. Mrs. Lynette Wilson served
as head teacher for eleven children. By fall of 1983,
Mrs. Kathleen Levings was added as a second teacher.
In Aug 1984, the preschool was financially stable, so
Kathleen Levings was hired as director. She was
L-R: Alan and Maggie Younger, Ken Van
installed on Sep 23, 1984 and left this position in June
Camp, Molly Becker. Back - Matthew Becker
1994. Since then, Mrs. Ann Rauhauser is the present director. The school has grown to 6 teachers and
staff serving approximately 60-75 children in preschool and daycare for ages 3 - pre-k. For 2011, the
Daily Democrat voted us "Best Daycare in Yolo County".
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Lutheran Women's Missionary League (LWML). On June 5th, 1912, a ladies
society was organized. There were seven charter members: Mesdames Seitz,
Schaufelberger, Ade, Henry Storz, Jacob Storz, and Knaus. After being active
for some years, they disbanded. In 1932, a German Ladies Aid was organized,
as well as a Dorcas Society. The two groups were later combined as the
LWML. LWML is nationwide woman's society and an auxiliary organization to
the Missouri Synod. LWML's objectives are to develop and maintain a greater
mission consciousness through missionary education, inspiration, and service.
LWML's fundraisers help to support projects in the United States, Russia, China, Kenya, and Pakistan.
The committees within our local LWML include the Altar Guild, Food Bureau, Prayer Chain. Today LWML
meets every 2nd Wednesday of the month at Fellowship Hall.
Lutheranism. Lutheranism has its roots in the efforts of Martin Luther
(1483-1546). The corruption, false doctrine, and scandalous conduct of
the "pardoners" were the catalysts for the Protestant Reformation. In
1517, the Vatican was selling indulgences (get out of jail tickets to
Heaven) in order to fill their coffers, cover bribes for political office, and
rebuild Rome's St. Peter's Basilica. The aggressive marketeering
"pardoners" provoked Martin Luther to write his Ninety-five Theses,
condemning what he saw as the wholesale purchase of salvation. Luther
paved the way for the translated Bible, sing-along hymns, and services for
the common man.
In the early beginnings, St. Paul's Lutheran Church
received guidance from both the Missouri Synod and
Wisconsin Synod. However, we are affiliated with
Missouri Synod.

Community Support. St. Paul's makes a special effort to support Woodland Food Closet, Wayfarer,
Pregnancy Support Group, Foster Care Services, Heifers, Stroll Through History
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