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 PASTOR’S MESSAGE

Dear saints at St. Pauls,  

I think it is interesting how much of the New Testament writings of Paul are written to the church and telling
them how to get along and living what they believe. Paul may have been one of the greatest writers of the
day with his skillful use of persuasion and building each idea upon the last.  

For example: (Phil 2:1- 4) “1 Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any
comfort from his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2 then make
my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one mind. 3 Do
nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, 4 not
looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others. 5 In your relationships with one
another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus.”  

When I read what Paul wrote.. “Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if
any comfort from his love…” I think to myself, “Yes, yes I do!” Paul’s writing walks me down a logical
path towards what that means and how I should act next.  

The next step is often to do the impossible thing. In this section of Philippians the next step is to, “have the
same mindset as Christ Jesus.” That sounds beyond my ability.  That could be discouraging but Paul is not
done yet. Paul continues with how even Christ humbled himself to God and God raised him up. Then Paul
calls us to do the same thing, but with this encouragement: v13 “for it is God who works in you to will and
to act in order to fulfill his good purpose.”  

Paul’s writings do this again and again. He walks us down a path when we don’t see how it could work out,
and tells us how to trust God, call on God, or wait with our eyes fixed on him. Paul’s writings help us see
ourselves in the scripture and part of God’s plan.  

Pick up your Bible and go on a journey with Paul. See how he progresses step by step and walks you through
struggles. Meditate on the scripture and let that Word of God have it’s effect on you. I pray God’s peace fills
you with all hope and joy in the salvation you have in Christ Jesus!  

In Christ,  

Pastor David Hardin  
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