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 PASTOR’S MESSAGE

Dear Saints of St Paul Woodland,  

I want to ask you how you view yourself? I ask this because I so often hear people complaining or struggling
with their thoughts and feelings. They struggle with feeling like thy are not doing enough, achieving enough,
not being successful with what they are trying to do. As Christian believers, people are saved by faith by
God’s grace (see Eph 2:8-9). What are you using to measure where you are at? What tool or device do you
hold up to calculate how ahead or how behind you are? How do you know if you have an accurate account of
anything at all. The response is I just think, or I just feel like it.  

Dear friends, I want to ask you how does trying to measure up line up with scripture? How does it line up
with “cast your care upon the Lord and he will lift you up.”(1Pt 5:7). “But seek first his kingdom and his
righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.”(Mt 5:33) or “But you, Lord, are a shield
around me, my glory, the One who lifts my head high. 4 I call out to the Lord, and he answers me..” (Ps
3:3-4)  

God does not see you as struggling and incomplete. He does not view you with criticism and shame, maybe
it is you doing that to yourself. God sees you as he created you to be, Holy and forgiven. He sees you as His
holy precious child that he dearly loves. How you feel or view yourself may change. God is faithful and
loves you and wants you to see that He has already dealt with your sin. Now go live in the freedom that can
only be found in the Mercy and Grace God has given you in Christ Jesus our Lord! Amen!  

Blessing in Christ Jesus,  

Pastor David Hardin  
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