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 PASTOR’S MESSAGE

Dear Saints at St Paul’s  

When I moved to Venice Beach from Sioux Falls SD, I recall nobody talked about the weather. In Venice
the weather does not change much. It is about a six degree change form night to day most of the time. South
Dakota can change from a sunny day to a cold and rainy storm in an hour. I recall watching the rain gauge
on the TV screen as we got almost 7 inches of rain in an hour.  Dramatic changes happen all the time. That is
why it was common to talk about the weather in the Midwest. The weather can change in a moment and it is
often dramatic.  

This last year I have watched many people struggle through storms in their own lives. It might be a virus, or
a job change, or family struggles. The year has brought more than a few storms. I want to encourage you to
talk about it. Lean on your brothers and sister in Christ. Take it to the Lord in prayer.  

Hebrews 10:23-25 puts it this way: 23Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he
who promised is faithful. 24And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 25not
neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see
the Day drawing near.  

Hebrews reminds us of two things: GOD is FAITHFUL and we need each other. We need to share struggles
and be reminded that God has things in his control, and we can have confidence that in time it will work out.  

Even Paul who is often very independent, wrote to the Philippians:  
12I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being
content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. 13I can
do all this through him who gives me strength. 14Yet it was good of you to share in my troubles.  

Dear Saint, the Lord is with you. Cast your burden on the LORD, and he will sustain you; he will never
permit the righteous to be moved. These storms will pass, blessings as you ride through the storms.  

Blessings and Hope!  

Pastor David Hardin  
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