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PASTOR’S MESSAGE

Dear Saints at St Paul’s,

I have heard a saying lately that I do not like. “The new Normal.” I liked the old “normal.”
I don’t like all the change. Things are different. In the middle of the change, the tough line
to draw is this: I don’t want to live in fear. I want to be bold, I want to live by faith, not by
sight (1Cor 5:7). I feel a tension between jumping up to do something, and sitting down in
prayer. I see the bind of wanting to not live in fear and wanting to trust the Lord. Not living
in fear does not mean being foolish or cavalier about Covid19 or politics. The Lord has all
things under him. So what does one do? Scripture directs us in matters of fear:

-So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen
you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand. -Isaiah 41:10

-For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives us power, love and
self-discipline. - 2 Timothy 1:7

Even with turning my fear over to the Lord, how do I act? Does this mean live without fear
and not wear a mask? Or does this mean wear a mask so that I may protect others and not
cause other to sin because of my own freedom. Paul writes in 1 Cor 9:19 “Though I am free
and belong to no one, I have made myself a slave to everyone, to win as many as possible.”
Paul is talking about eating food that others find unclean but the point is still clear. Christians
will at times do things to help others. Why? Because of the love of Christ. Because John
12:35 tells us “By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one
another.” So what would love do? Be informed, teach others, learn from others, but above
all love one another.

Does that address all issues and circumstances? No. Does this give us a foundation of where
to begin, I think so. Gal 3:27 tells us: “for all of you who were baptized into Christ have
clothed yourselves with Christ”. Be clothed in Christ. Let Christ be what people see when
they see you.  

Blessings and peace be with you all!

Pastor David Hardin


