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Dear Saints at St. Paul’s, 

Advent has begun! The Christmas season is here! To be honest I wanted to start decorating for
Christmas in mid-October but Jill said wait until after Thanksgiving. I just wanted to rush ahead to a
time where we could gather and be back to being church and family again.  

This time of separating has reinforced how much we are social people. We need. We need each
other, we need to be together, and we need human contact. I have felt like I was holding my breath
waiting for things to change and get better, and it has turned into far more restrictions and more
separation. That is the difficult side of our situation. The amazing and even overwhelming side is
how great and faithful the Love of Christ is. We have a sure and certain hope in Christ Jesus. This
hope is a forward hope. Hope for a gathering one day in heaven. The hope for all pains and sickness
to be gone. Revelation 21:4-5 tells us, He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more
death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away." ….. “I am
making everything new!”  

I look forward to the new thing God is doing. But for now we must endure. Waiting is not wasted
time. These struggles have made many face difficulty. I pray this struggle has created in you hope. I
have watched many people face these struggles with perseverance. I have seen this because I have
talked to them. If you are struggling to find hope, remember again the words of Hebrews 6:19a: We
have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. This anchor is Christ Jesus. Blessings as
we begin to celebrate the coming of our Lord Jesus this Christmas.  

Blessings and Hope!
  

Pastor David Hardin  
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SUNDAY TEXTS

In order to help you better prepare for the
reception of the Word on Sunday morning, the
Sunday texts are printed for your study.

December 6, 2020
Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 40:1-11
Epistle: 2 Peter 3:8-14
Gospel Lesson: Mark 1:1-8

December 13, 2020
Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11  
Epistle: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
Gospel Lesson: John 1:6-8, 19-28 

December 20, 2020
Old Testament Lesson: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 
Epistle: Romans 16:25-27
Gospel Lesson: Luke 1:26-38

December 27, 2020
Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 61:10-62:3 
Epistle: Galatians 4:4-7
Gospel Lesson: Luke 2:22-40

We are blessed to have the opportunity to
worship and have Holy Communion. We encourage
distancing and masks for the safety of others.
Church is at the normal 10:30 a.m. time, and the
services will also be live streamed from the website: 
www.stpaulswoodland.org

ADVENT WORSHIP
WEDNESDAYS — AT 6:30 P.M.

This year's Advent Wednesday services will
feature opening with a hymn sing with Sarah
Poulsen on piano and preparing our hearts for
Christmas with Wednesday Service scripture
themes:

Dec. 2 - Inseparable from God
Dec. 9 - Most Excellent Way
Dec. 16 - Increased Joy

Hope you join us Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.

-Pastor Hardin

CHRISTMAS EVE 

CANDLELIGHT SERVICE

THURSDAY — DECEMBER 24 
AT 4:00 P.M. AND 6:30 P.M.

This year Christmas Eve comes twice!!  

This year we are going to have two Christmas
Eve services! This is to provide more room in
the pews for safe distancing during Christmas
worship. Our services will be at 4:00 p.m. and
6:30 p.m. Please consider joining us for this
blessed time!  



May God Bless You on Your Birthday

FAITH5

We want to help everyone be more intentional
about growing in faith as they go about their week,
so each week we will be giving out a FAITH5
discussion sheet, based on the weekly reading, to
help! You will find these in the weekly bulletin and
on the website. These are perfect to do as a family,
as a couple or even with your best friend over the
phone!

******

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS

Dec.    1- Matthew Schuler
2- Shirley Johnson

Kay Lipelt
Adriana Orozco

3- Tammie Pena
4- Helen Heubach
5- Rod Battaglia
10- Joy Van Camp
11- Shayne Souza
13- Judy Fiedler
18- Lauren Turner
22- Jocelyn Hernandez-Roper
24- Breanne Leube
31- Liam Ferrier

Richard Sontag

******

WOMEN’S BIBLE CLASS
   

Women’s Bible Class will continue on
Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m. Each week we discuss a
topic or issue. Many arrive at 10 a.m. to get to know
each other better! Class will still be available on
Zoom for those who wish to participate from home
and will begin at 10:00 a.m.

 – Pastor Hardin

******

HEIFER CHRISTMAS TREE

St. Paul’s participates each year in the
Heifer Christmas Tree Project. Instead of
sending Christmas Cards to your friends at St.
Paul’s, you may place one card under the tree in
the narthex of the church and make a
contribution to the Heifer Project.  Make your
checks payable to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
(one check for the total collected will be sent to
the Heifer Project.) The special tree is decorated
with farm animals and Christmas cards sent as
greetings to all the members of St. Paul’s.  Card
sender’s names are published in the Christmas
bulletins.

Heifer Project International is a world-
wide, self-help nonprofit hunger organization,
helping people to help themselves by providing
livestock and poultry for families in the U.S.
and in more than 110 countries around the
world.  

Thank you to Roberta Devine for
overseeing the project again this year.

******

LOOKING FOR AN

 OPPORTUNITY TO

 SERVE?

We are looking for families or individuals
who would like to serve on Altar Guild. This
involves setting up Holy Communion, changing
altar clothes and banners. Talk to Pastor or Phil
Hornbostel if you have questions about this
service.

******

Please prayerfully consider serving as an
usher. Contact Kay Lipelt if you have questions
about this service.

******



PLANNING COUNCIL

 HIGHLIGHTS

November 18, 2020 Meeting

Budget, Budget, Budget

We did the budget for the December Voters'
Meeting. 
C Budget Planning, L. Ferrier: Draft budget

presented - attached to minutes. Council went
over budget line by line and made a few
changes, increases and one typo correction.
Our air conditioning air filters have not been
changed (filters found); Ron and Andrew
Hansen have offered to change them for
$350-$450. If that does not work out, D.
Chrisp suggested Thompson--he uses them
and is satisfied. D. Hardin will need desktop
computer for church services. Discussion of
music in church. D. Hardin moved to accept
budget for presentation to voters for approval;
L. Ferrier seconded the motion; all agreed; no
further discussion.

! Parish Education & Schools Report:
   • The Board of Parish Education & Schools

met November 17 with a goal of drafting
a preschool budget. J. Hardin and L.
Gallego worked on it, and it was finalized
at the meeting as ready to present to
Council before being submitted to the
congregation for approval at the next
voters' meeting in December. D. Hardin
motioned that the report is acceptable to
present to the congregation for approval
at the December voters' meeting. H.
Coleman seconded the motion; all
approved; no discussion. Next BOE
meeting January 13.

! Treasurer’s Report: 
• 2019 tithing vs. this year's tithing to date

and the total pledged for 2020 will be
included in the report for the voters'
meeting December 13.

• D. Hardin motioned to accept reports;
seconded by D. Chrisp. Motion passed
unanimously; no further discussion.

! Preschool Report:
C L. Gallego presented her report for

November via email: This month the
children have been focusing on
Thanksgiving. We have seen a few

children sick with colds, but no
reported cases of COVID-19. Two
families have decided to wait until
January due to the increased COVID-
19 count in Woodland. Our current
enrollment is down to 21. We are
hoping to see an increase of
enrollment in the new year. The
Preschool Christmas program will be
on Thursday, December 10 at 6:30
p.m. with limited attendance and
following COVID regulations. This
may move to a video format. The
children are excited and are beginning
to learn the songs.

! Properties Report: 
C M. Souza presented his report for

November via email: He has received
one new bid from contractor and had
an estimate performed by MG
Painting for our list of repairs, updates
and painting. 

! Elders Report: 
C K. Lipelt reported the Elders met

November 3. They discussed salaries
for church staff. 

! Pastor's Report:
C Confirmation class put together two

Operation Christmas Child boxes for
distribution by Franklin Graham's
group.

! Lay Ministry:
C H. Coleman has been meeting in-

person giving communion.
! Church Calendar of Events:

C December 9, Wednesday, Council
Meeting

C December 10, Thursday, 2021 pledge
cards due

C December 13, Sunday, Congregational
Voters' Meeting (budget)

C January 12, Tuesday, Board of
Education

******



OFFERING ENVELOPES

The calendar year is fast winding down and in
a few more weeks the 2021 contribution envelopes
will be prepared for you to receive in early
December. If you are currently using contribution
envelopes for your tithes, you will automatically be
issued the new envelopes.  If you are not currently
using the contribution envelopes and would like to,
please contact the Financial Secretary, Betty Currie,
or call the church office to leave a message for her.

******

PRESCHOOL REPORT

We are open for childcare from 7 a.m.-5:45
p.m. for children ages 2.5-6, following all state and
local guidelines. We are still accepting new
students! Classes are filling up fast, but there are a
few spots available in each class. Contact Lisa in the
office for more information.

******

TREASURER’S REPORT
2020 Year to Date 

Income Jan. 1  to Oct. 31 $163,335,04
Expenses Jan. 1 to Oct. 31 $199,417.08
Ending Balance     $-36,082.04

******

VOTERS' MEETING
DECEMBER 13, 2020

   The 4th quarter Congregational Voters' Meeting
will be Sunday, December 13 after the 10:30 a.m.
worship service. The Budget for 2021 will be
presented for discussion and vote taken to accept.
The meeting is held in the fellowship hall.

******

LET YOUR AMAZON
PURCHASES BENEFIT ST. PAUL’S

When you purchase from Amazon use the
following link:

 https://smile.amazon.com/ch/94-6092111

Office Email:
WoodlandStPauls@sbcglobal.net
Website: www.stpaulswoodland.org

Pastor: Rev. David Hardin, 662-1935

Board of Elders Chairman: Kay Lipelt, 
756-4851

Elder of the Month: Phil Hornbostel,
662-8230

Altar Guild: Leah Young, 304-1376



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

 December 2020
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1 2
9:00 PS Chapel

10:00 Women's Bible

Class

6:30 Advent Service

3
2:00 Elders Meeting

4 5

6
10:30 Communion

7
9:30 Word Ahead,

Rm.1

8 9
9:00 PS Chapel

10:00 Women's Bible

Class

6:30 Advent Service

10
6:30 p.m.  Preschool

Christmas Program

11 12

13
10:30 Worship

After worship:

Congregational Voters'

Meeting

14
9:30 Word Ahead,

Rm 1

15 16
9:00 PS Chapel

10:00 Women's Bible

Class

6:30 Advent Service

17 18 19

20
10:30 Communion

21
9:30 Word Ahead,

Rm 1

22 23
10:00 Women's Bible

Class

24
Two Christmas Eve

Services:

4:00 p.m.

6:30 p.m.

25
Christmas

26

27
10:30 Worship

28
9:30 Word Ahead,

Rm 1

29 30
9:00 PS Chapel

10:00 Women's Bible

Class

31
New Year's Eve
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