Shine Kids

Hello everyone!

Back to School season is upon
us and |, personally, enjoy
getting back to a routine (minus
the alarm clock) and getting to
see my school babies again.

This is also the time when our
schedules start getting full and
planning begins. | know there are
many activities and obligations
that pull your family and your
kids in a million different
directions, it is my prayer that
you will make time for church.
We have lots of exciting events
coming up and the more the
merrier!

Important dates to remember:

August 9th is Blessing of the
Backpacks

August 23rd will be Fall Kickoff
CHURCH WIDE EVENT
August 30th will begin our
regular Sunday Night Live
programming 4:30-6:00pm.

More details coming in the
weekly announcements!

Have a blessed August and look
forward to seeing you soon.

Ms. Jenn
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Church Events

e Aug. 1+t - Church Work
Day

¢ Aug. 4+ — Lunch Bunch

¢ Aug. 9+ — Youth Swim
Party

¢ Aug. 10 — NCRS Board
of Directors

¢ Aug. 17+ — Ad Council
e Aug. 18+ — Lunch Bunch
¢ Aug. 18+ — Fiction Club

e Aug. 19»—Adult Ed
meeting

¢ Aug. 24+ — Finance
Committee



Music Ministry

I hope everyone has enjoyed the
many and varied musical
offerings that were shared with
the St. Stephen’s community
throughout the month of July!
It’s really a perfect example of
how deep the musical talent runs
in our family of faith. Many,
many thanks to all of the fine
musicians who volunteered their
time and talent to serve SSUMC.

With the start of August, the
choir will resume regular
Wednesday evening rehearsals
and musical leadership at our

two Sunday morning worship
services AND YOU ARE
INVITED!!! We rehearse
Wednesday evenings from 7:00
- 8:30 pm in the sanctuary. We
are a lively bunch of fun-loving,
music making, good hearted
people and there is ALWAYS a
place for you with us. AND,
we’ll be jumping quickly into
Advent music and I know you
won’t want to miss out on that!

And the same goes for our two
AWESOME St. Stephen’s bell
choirs! We are definitely in need

of a few more ringers as we kick
off the fall season and you are
invited to join in the fun.
Starting dates are TBD at the
time of the writing of this
article, but will be announced
soon. The bells have been
polished to a high shine, new
music has been purchased and
the entire area has been re-
organized - it’s going to be a fun
year of ringing!

Our children’s music
programming associated with
Sunday Night Live will also be
resuming very soon. St.
Stephen’s will host a church
wide “Fall Kick-Off”
celebration and potluck on
Sunday, August 23rd and this
will be the unofficial start of the
2026-2027 SNL season. Stay
tuned for more details about the

Youth Shenanigans

How are we already in August?
It seems like the summer has
flown by and we are gearing up
for the new school year and all
the adventures that will be in
store for our students. July was a
great month and our summer
mission trip was even better. We
had a wonderful time in
Fayetteville and are looking
forward to sharing all the stories
at the Stockholder Dinner and
again on Youth Sunday. The
dates for both of those events are
still to be determined, but Alyssa
will let everyone know as soon
as something has been finalized.

A special thank you goes out to
our awesome adults who went
with us this year: Chad Morris,
Amy Prince, and Erik Paulson.
They were generous enough to
share their time, talents, cooking,
and love with our kiddos and I
am forever grateful for each of
them.

August 9th will be the annual
swim party to welcome in our
newest 6th graders at the home
of George and Laurel W. This
will be the 4th year they have
offered to host and feed our
students and we are so grateful
to them for sharing their home
and pool with us. If you have a
student who will be entering
into the 6th-12th grade this
school year and want some
more information on the
swimming party, please reach
out to Alyssa.

I look forward to the new year
and the new faces we will be
welcoming. Stay blessed my
friends!

Alyssa

Psalm 100:1
“Sing to the Lord,
all the world!”

Sunday, August 23rd and this
will be the unofficial start of the
2026-2027 SNL season. Stay
tuned for more details about the
Fall Kick Off coming soon!

As always, if you have any
questions, please email Marci at
music@ststephensnorman.org or
catch me or Julie at the church
on Wednesday evening or
Sunday morning!




NCRS

Young Love and the Paths of Immigration

Once upon a time, Russian and Ukrainian children ages 6-
16 played together in summer youth camps

across Crimea, Ukraine. There, before the Russian invasion
of 2014, Sorin Kosia (12) from Ukraine and

Galina Brauer (9) from Russia and their circles of friends
met and took part in all the recreational

camp activities. Over the years, they corresponded and
kept in touch. Sorin completed a bachelor’s

degree at the University of Kyiv. They learned English in
their respective Ukrainian and Russian

schools.

Figure 1. Sorin & Galina with NCRS Chair Brent Smith

When Galina’s piano and organ performance developed
into a special talent, she notified Sorin she was at OU on a
music performance scholarship and sponsored Sorin to
come to the U.S. on a United For Ukraine (U4U) visa in
2024. The NCRS learned about Sorin and chose to support
him. He quickly found employment and was soon paying his
expenses. Sorin and Galina grew close and fell in

love. Galina graduated with a master’s degree in music
performance and they married in early 2026. While Galina’s
musical talent and OU connections are creating an
immigration path to U.S. citizenship, Sorin’s immigration
status was ending with no path forward. He had contacts in
Europe and decided to self-deport to Romania this summer.
For now, Galina will remain here pursuing a

career in music performance. Sorin will work in Europe.
They will visit each other on travel visas in the U.S. and
Europe and over time Galina will sponsor Sorin for a green
card and U.S. citizenship.

Dreams delayed of a young couple’s future is not
uncommon in the world of immigrants.

Figure 2. Konrad & Shabnam say goodbye to NCRS
leaders Brent Smith, Jean Cate and Cindy Bradley.

Dreams delayed of a young couple’s future is not
uncommon in the world of immigrants.

Many at St. Stephens may remember meeting
Shabnam Khalilyar. Shabnam spoke at St. Stephen’s
in 2024 at a Roundtable. Shabnam was the first
University of Oklahoma Afghan At-risk Scholar
brought to study and resettle in Norman in 2022. She
was a young Afghan journalist assigned to the
Afghan presidential palace in Kabul where she was in
charge of social media. Her grandfather had been a
journalist and as the Aghan government fell he urged
Shabnam to leave immediately.

She came to OU on a full fellowship to get a master’s
degree in International Studies. NCRS housed,
provided furnishings and employed her part-time in -
several support roles. She speaks six languages,
including Pashto the most common language among
the NCRS Afghan families. The NCRS leadership
team served as her primary family liaison,
transporting her to appointments, teaching her to
drive and checking on her regularly. A St. Stephen’s
family donated their car to Shabnam. It was in an OU
class on foreign policy where she met a young
American student, Konrad Sartorius.

They fell in love, both graduated with master’s
degrees in international studies and they married in
November, 2025.

Konrad took a position with a Washington DC think
tank associated with the U.S. State Department
and they moved this summer to downtown D.C. to
start their new lives together.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

, e  Help us protect our new Sanctuary carpet. Only water in
closed containers is allowed in the Sanctuary. All other
beverages, please leave in the loggia during the
services. Thank you, St. Stephen's Trustees ; “

e  WIAA will be meeting on Monday, Auguét 17, at 6:30pm. - .
We will hear from Carroll Asseo, candidate for OK House
District 53 Representative, and have a postcard writing party
for her. We will also be taking donations of cash and school
supplies for the OKC Community Resource Network (CRN) _ p
that supports immig}apt families impacted by ICE. ' i

e  Lunch Bunch
1% & 3 Tuesday, 12:00 pm _ : - ¥
August 4" & August 18™ '

September 1% & September 15% :
October 6" & October 201"
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music@ststephensnorman.org or
catch me or Julie at the church
on Wednesday evening or
Sunday morning!




NCRS

Young Love and the Paths of Immigration

Once upon a time, Russian and Ukrainian children ages 6-
16 played together in summer youth camps

across Crimea, Ukraine. There, before the Russian invasion
of 2014, Sorin Kosia (12) from Ukraine and

Galina Brauer (9) from Russia and their circles of friends
met and took part in all the recreational

camp activities. Over the years, they corresponded and
kept in touch. Sorin completed a bachelor’s

degree at the University of Kyiv. They learned English in
their respective Ukrainian and Russian

schools.

Figure 1. Sorin & Galina with NCRS Chair Brent Smith

When Galina’s piano and organ performance developed
into a special talent, she notified Sorin she was at OU on a
music performance scholarship and sponsored Sorin to
come to the U.S. on a United For Ukraine (U4U) visa in
2024. The NCRS learned about Sorin and chose to support
him. He quickly found employment and was soon paying his
expenses. Sorin and Galina grew close and fell in

love. Galina graduated with a master’s degree in music
performance and they married in early 2026. While Galina’s
musical talent and OU connections are creating an
immigration path to U.S. citizenship, Sorin’s immigration
status was ending with no path forward. He had contacts in
Europe and decided to self-deport to Romania this summer.
For now, Galina will remain here pursuing a

career in music performance. Sorin will work in Europe.
They will visit each other on travel visas in the U.S. and
Europe and over time Galina will sponsor Sorin for a green
card and U.S. citizenship.

Dreams delayed of a young couple’s future is not
uncommon in the world of immigrants.

Figure 2. Konrad & Shabnam say goodbye to NCRS
leaders Brent Smith, Jean Cate and Cindy Bradley.

Dreams delayed of a young couple’s future is not
uncommon in the world of immigrants.

Many at St. Stephens may remember meeting
Shabnam Khalilyar. Shabnam spoke at St. Stephen’s
in 2024 at a Roundtable. Shabnam was the first
University of Oklahoma Afghan At-risk Scholar
brought to study and resettle in Norman in 2022. She
was a young Afghan journalist assigned to the
Afghan presidential palace in Kabul where she was in
charge of social media. Her grandfather had been a
journalist and as the Aghan government fell he urged
Shabnam to leave immediately.

She came to OU on a full fellowship to get a master’s
degree in International Studies. NCRS housed,
provided furnishings and employed her part-time in -
several support roles. She speaks six languages,
including Pashto the most common language among
the NCRS Afghan families. The NCRS leadership
team served as her primary family liaison,
transporting her to appointments, teaching her to
drive and checking on her regularly. A St. Stephen’s
family donated their car to Shabnam. It was in an OU
class on foreign policy where she met a young
American student, Konrad Sartorius.

They fell in love, both graduated with master’s
degrees in international studies and they married in
November, 2025.

Konrad took a position with a Washington DC think
tank associated with the U.S. State Department
and they moved this summer to downtown D.C. to
start their new lives together.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

, e  Help us protect our new Sanctuary carpet. Only water in
closed containers is allowed in the Sanctuary. All other
beverages, please leave in the loggia during the
services. Thank you, St. Stephen's Trustees ; “

e  WIAA will be meeting on Monday, Auguét 17, at 6:30pm. - .
We will hear from Carroll Asseo, candidate for OK House
District 53 Representative, and have a postcard writing party
for her. We will also be taking donations of cash and school
supplies for the OKC Community Resource Network (CRN) _ p
that supports immig}apt families impacted by ICE. ' i

e  Lunch Bunch
1% & 3 Tuesday, 12:00 pm _ : - ¥
August 4" & August 18™ '

September 1% & September 15% :
October 6" & October 201"




Shine Kids

Hello everyone!

Back to School season is upon
us and |, personally, enjoy
getting back to a routine (minus
the alarm clock) and getting to
see my school babies again.

This is also the time when our
schedules start getting full and
planning begins. | know there are
many activities and obligations
that pull your family and your
kids in a million different
directions, it is my prayer that
you will make time for church.
We have lots of exciting events
coming up and the more the
merrier!

Important dates to remember:

August 9th is Blessing of the
Backpacks

August 23rd will be Fall Kickoff
CHURCH WIDE EVENT
August 30th will begin our
regular Sunday Night Live
programming 4:30-6:00pm.

More details coming in the
weekly announcements!

Have a blessed August and look
forward to seeing you soon.

Ms. Jenn
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Church Events

e Aug. 1+t - Church Work
Day

¢ Aug. 4+ — Lunch Bunch

¢ Aug. 9+ — Youth Swim
Party

¢ Aug. 10 — NCRS Board
of Directors

¢ Aug. 17+ — Ad Council
e Aug. 18+ — Lunch Bunch
¢ Aug. 18+ — Fiction Club

e Aug. 19»—Adult Ed
meeting

¢ Aug. 24+ — Finance
Committee



Music Ministry

I hope everyone has enjoyed the
many and varied musical
offerings that were shared with
the St. Stephen’s community
throughout the month of July!
It’s really a perfect example of
how deep the musical talent runs
in our family of faith. Many,
many thanks to all of the fine
musicians who volunteered their
time and talent to serve SSUMC.

With the start of August, the
choir will resume regular
Wednesday evening rehearsals
and musical leadership at our

two Sunday morning worship
services AND YOU ARE
INVITED!!! We rehearse
Wednesday evenings from 7:00
- 8:30 pm in the sanctuary. We
are a lively bunch of fun-loving,
music making, good hearted
people and there is ALWAYS a
place for you with us. AND,
we’ll be jumping quickly into
Advent music and I know you
won’t want to miss out on that!

And the same goes for our two
AWESOME St. Stephen’s bell
choirs! We are definitely in need

of a few more ringers as we kick
off the fall season and you are
invited to join in the fun.
Starting dates are TBD at the
time of the writing of this
article, but will be announced
soon. The bells have been
polished to a high shine, new
music has been purchased and
the entire area has been re-
organized - it’s going to be a fun
year of ringing!

Our children’s music
programming associated with
Sunday Night Live will also be
resuming very soon. St.
Stephen’s will host a church
wide “Fall Kick-Off”
celebration and potluck on
Sunday, August 23rd and this
will be the unofficial start of the
2026-2027 SNL season. Stay
tuned for more details about the

Youth Shenanigans

How are we already in August?
It seems like the summer has
flown by and we are gearing up
for the new school year and all
the adventures that will be in
store for our students. July was a
great month and our summer
mission trip was even better. We
had a wonderful time in
Fayetteville and are looking
forward to sharing all the stories
at the Stockholder Dinner and
again on Youth Sunday. The
dates for both of those events are
still to be determined, but Alyssa
will let everyone know as soon
as something has been finalized.

A special thank you goes out to
our awesome adults who went
with us this year: Chad Morris,
Amy Prince, and Erik Paulson.
They were generous enough to
share their time, talents, cooking,
and love with our kiddos and I
am forever grateful for each of
them.

August 9th will be the annual
swim party to welcome in our
newest 6th graders at the home
of George and Laurel W. This
will be the 4th year they have
offered to host and feed our
students and we are so grateful
to them for sharing their home
and pool with us. If you have a
student who will be entering
into the 6th-12th grade this
school year and want some
more information on the
swimming party, please reach
out to Alyssa.

I look forward to the new year
and the new faces we will be
welcoming. Stay blessed my
friends!

Alyssa

Psalm 100:1
“Sing to the Lord,
all the world!”

Sunday, August 23rd and this
will be the unofficial start of the
2026-2027 SNL season. Stay
tuned for more details about the
Fall Kick Off coming soon!

As always, if you have any
questions, please email Marci at
music@ststephensnorman.org or
catch me or Julie at the church
on Wednesday evening or
Sunday morning!




NCRS

Young Love and the Paths of Immigration

Once upon a time, Russian and Ukrainian children ages 6-
16 played together in summer youth camps

across Crimea, Ukraine. There, before the Russian invasion
of 2014, Sorin Kosia (12) from Ukraine and

Galina Brauer (9) from Russia and their circles of friends
met and took part in all the recreational

camp activities. Over the years, they corresponded and
kept in touch. Sorin completed a bachelor’s

degree at the University of Kyiv. They learned English in
their respective Ukrainian and Russian

schools.

Figure 1. Sorin & Galina with NCRS Chair Brent Smith

When Galina’s piano and organ performance developed
into a special talent, she notified Sorin she was at OU on a
music performance scholarship and sponsored Sorin to
come to the U.S. on a United For Ukraine (U4U) visa in
2024. The NCRS learned about Sorin and chose to support
him. He quickly found employment and was soon paying his
expenses. Sorin and Galina grew close and fell in

love. Galina graduated with a master’s degree in music
performance and they married in early 2026. While Galina’s
musical talent and OU connections are creating an
immigration path to U.S. citizenship, Sorin’s immigration
status was ending with no path forward. He had contacts in
Europe and decided to self-deport to Romania this summer.
For now, Galina will remain here pursuing a

career in music performance. Sorin will work in Europe.
They will visit each other on travel visas in the U.S. and
Europe and over time Galina will sponsor Sorin for a green
card and U.S. citizenship.

Dreams delayed of a young couple’s future is not
uncommon in the world of immigrants.

Figure 2. Konrad & Shabnam say goodbye to NCRS
leaders Brent Smith, Jean Cate and Cindy Bradley.

Dreams delayed of a young couple’s future is not
uncommon in the world of immigrants.

Many at St. Stephens may remember meeting
Shabnam Khalilyar. Shabnam spoke at St. Stephen’s
in 2024 at a Roundtable. Shabnam was the first
University of Oklahoma Afghan At-risk Scholar
brought to study and resettle in Norman in 2022. She
was a young Afghan journalist assigned to the
Afghan presidential palace in Kabul where she was in
charge of social media. Her grandfather had been a
journalist and as the Aghan government fell he urged
Shabnam to leave immediately.

She came to OU on a full fellowship to get a master’s
degree in International Studies. NCRS housed,
provided furnishings and employed her part-time in -
several support roles. She speaks six languages,
including Pashto the most common language among
the NCRS Afghan families. The NCRS leadership
team served as her primary family liaison,
transporting her to appointments, teaching her to
drive and checking on her regularly. A St. Stephen’s
family donated their car to Shabnam. It was in an OU
class on foreign policy where she met a young
American student, Konrad Sartorius.

They fell in love, both graduated with master’s
degrees in international studies and they married in
November, 2025.

Konrad took a position with a Washington DC think
tank associated with the U.S. State Department
and they moved this summer to downtown D.C. to
start their new lives together.
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Hello everyone!

Back to School season is upon
us and |, personally, enjoy
getting back to a routine (minus
the alarm clock) and getting to
see my school babies again.

This is also the time when our
schedules start getting full and
planning begins. | know there are
many activities and obligations
that pull your family and your
kids in a million different
directions, it is my prayer that
you will make time for church.
We have lots of exciting events
coming up and the more the
merrier!

Important dates to remember:

August 9th is Blessing of the
Backpacks

August 23rd will be Fall Kickoff
CHURCH WIDE EVENT
August 30th will begin our
regular Sunday Night Live
programming 4:30-6:00pm.

More details coming in the
weekly announcements!
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I hope everyone has enjoyed the
many and varied musical
offerings that were shared with
the St. Stephen’s community
throughout the month of July!
It’s really a perfect example of
how deep the musical talent runs
in our family of faith. Many,
many thanks to all of the fine
musicians who volunteered their
time and talent to serve SSUMC.

With the start of August, the
choir will resume regular
Wednesday evening rehearsals
and musical leadership at our

two Sunday morning worship
services AND YOU ARE
INVITED!!! We rehearse
Wednesday evenings from 7:00
- 8:30 pm in the sanctuary. We
are a lively bunch of fun-loving,
music making, good hearted
people and there is ALWAYS a
place for you with us. AND,
we’ll be jumping quickly into
Advent music and I know you
won’t want to miss out on that!

And the same goes for our two
AWESOME St. Stephen’s bell
choirs! We are definitely in need

of a few more ringers as we kick
off the fall season and you are
invited to join in the fun.
Starting dates are TBD at the
time of the writing of this
article, but will be announced
soon. The bells have been
polished to a high shine, new
music has been purchased and
the entire area has been re-
organized - it’s going to be a fun
year of ringing!

Our children’s music
programming associated with
Sunday Night Live will also be
resuming very soon. St.
Stephen’s will host a church
wide “Fall Kick-Off”
celebration and potluck on
Sunday, August 23rd and this
will be the unofficial start of the
2026-2027 SNL season. Stay
tuned for more details about the

Youth Shenanigans

How are we already in August?
It seems like the summer has
flown by and we are gearing up
for the new school year and all
the adventures that will be in
store for our students. July was a
great month and our summer
mission trip was even better. We
had a wonderful time in
Fayetteville and are looking
forward to sharing all the stories
at the Stockholder Dinner and
again on Youth Sunday. The
dates for both of those events are
still to be determined, but Alyssa
will let everyone know as soon
as something has been finalized.

A special thank you goes out to
our awesome adults who went
with us this year: Chad Morris,
Amy Prince, and Erik Paulson.
They were generous enough to
share their time, talents, cooking,
and love with our kiddos and I
am forever grateful for each of
them.

August 9th will be the annual
swim party to welcome in our
newest 6th graders at the home
of George and Laurel W. This
will be the 4th year they have
offered to host and feed our
students and we are so grateful
to them for sharing their home
and pool with us. If you have a
student who will be entering
into the 6th-12th grade this
school year and want some
more information on the
swimming party, please reach
out to Alyssa.

I look forward to the new year
and the new faces we will be
welcoming. Stay blessed my
friends!

Alyssa

Psalm 100:1
“Sing to the Lord,
all the world!”

Sunday, August 23rd and this
will be the unofficial start of the
2026-2027 SNL season. Stay
tuned for more details about the
Fall Kick Off coming soon!

As always, if you have any
questions, please email Marci at
music@ststephensnorman.org or
catch me or Julie at the church
on Wednesday evening or
Sunday morning!




NCRS

Young Love and the Paths of Immigration

Once upon a time, Russian and Ukrainian children ages 6-
16 played together in summer youth camps

across Crimea, Ukraine. There, before the Russian invasion
of 2014, Sorin Kosia (12) from Ukraine and

Galina Brauer (9) from Russia and their circles of friends
met and took part in all the recreational

camp activities. Over the years, they corresponded and
kept in touch. Sorin completed a bachelor’s

degree at the University of Kyiv. They learned English in
their respective Ukrainian and Russian

schools.

Figure 1. Sorin & Galina with NCRS Chair Brent Smith

When Galina’s piano and organ performance developed
into a special talent, she notified Sorin she was at OU on a
music performance scholarship and sponsored Sorin to
come to the U.S. on a United For Ukraine (U4U) visa in
2024. The NCRS learned about Sorin and chose to support
him. He quickly found employment and was soon paying his
expenses. Sorin and Galina grew close and fell in

love. Galina graduated with a master’s degree in music
performance and they married in early 2026. While Galina’s
musical talent and OU connections are creating an
immigration path to U.S. citizenship, Sorin’s immigration
status was ending with no path forward. He had contacts in
Europe and decided to self-deport to Romania this summer.
For now, Galina will remain here pursuing a

career in music performance. Sorin will work in Europe.
They will visit each other on travel visas in the U.S. and
Europe and over time Galina will sponsor Sorin for a green
card and U.S. citizenship.

Dreams delayed of a young couple’s future is not
uncommon in the world of immigrants.

Figure 2. Konrad & Shabnam say goodbye to NCRS
leaders Brent Smith, Jean Cate and Cindy Bradley.

Dreams delayed of a young couple’s future is not
uncommon in the world of immigrants.

Many at St. Stephens may remember meeting
Shabnam Khalilyar. Shabnam spoke at St. Stephen’s
in 2024 at a Roundtable. Shabnam was the first
University of Oklahoma Afghan At-risk Scholar
brought to study and resettle in Norman in 2022. She
was a young Afghan journalist assigned to the
Afghan presidential palace in Kabul where she was in
charge of social media. Her grandfather had been a
journalist and as the Aghan government fell he urged
Shabnam to leave immediately.

She came to OU on a full fellowship to get a master’s
degree in International Studies. NCRS housed,
provided furnishings and employed her part-time in -
several support roles. She speaks six languages,
including Pashto the most common language among
the NCRS Afghan families. The NCRS leadership
team served as her primary family liaison,
transporting her to appointments, teaching her to
drive and checking on her regularly. A St. Stephen’s
family donated their car to Shabnam. It was in an OU
class on foreign policy where she met a young
American student, Konrad Sartorius.

They fell in love, both graduated with master’s
degrees in international studies and they married in
November, 2025.

Konrad took a position with a Washington DC think
tank associated with the U.S. State Department
and they moved this summer to downtown D.C. to
start their new lives together.
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Hello everyone!

Back to School season is upon
us and |, personally, enjoy
getting back to a routine (minus
the alarm clock) and getting to
see my school babies again.

This is also the time when our
schedules start getting full and
planning begins. | know there are
many activities and obligations
that pull your family and your
kids in a million different
directions, it is my prayer that
you will make time for church.
We have lots of exciting events
coming up and the more the
merrier!
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Backpacks
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August 30th will begin our
regular Sunday Night Live
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More details coming in the
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the St. Stephen’s community
throughout the month of July!
It’s really a perfect example of
how deep the musical talent runs
in our family of faith. Many,
many thanks to all of the fine
musicians who volunteered their
time and talent to serve SSUMC.

With the start of August, the
choir will resume regular
Wednesday evening rehearsals
and musical leadership at our

two Sunday morning worship
services AND YOU ARE
INVITED!!! We rehearse
Wednesday evenings from 7:00
- 8:30 pm in the sanctuary. We
are a lively bunch of fun-loving,
music making, good hearted
people and there is ALWAYS a
place for you with us. AND,
we’ll be jumping quickly into
Advent music and I know you
won’t want to miss out on that!

And the same goes for our two
AWESOME St. Stephen’s bell
choirs! We are definitely in need

of a few more ringers as we kick
off the fall season and you are
invited to join in the fun.
Starting dates are TBD at the
time of the writing of this
article, but will be announced
soon. The bells have been
polished to a high shine, new
music has been purchased and
the entire area has been re-
organized - it’s going to be a fun
year of ringing!

Our children’s music
programming associated with
Sunday Night Live will also be
resuming very soon. St.
Stephen’s will host a church
wide “Fall Kick-Off”
celebration and potluck on
Sunday, August 23rd and this
will be the unofficial start of the
2026-2027 SNL season. Stay
tuned for more details about the

Youth Shenanigans

How are we already in August?
It seems like the summer has
flown by and we are gearing up
for the new school year and all
the adventures that will be in
store for our students. July was a
great month and our summer
mission trip was even better. We
had a wonderful time in
Fayetteville and are looking
forward to sharing all the stories
at the Stockholder Dinner and
again on Youth Sunday. The
dates for both of those events are
still to be determined, but Alyssa
will let everyone know as soon
as something has been finalized.

A special thank you goes out to
our awesome adults who went
with us this year: Chad Morris,
Amy Prince, and Erik Paulson.
They were generous enough to
share their time, talents, cooking,
and love with our kiddos and I
am forever grateful for each of
them.

August 9th will be the annual
swim party to welcome in our
newest 6th graders at the home
of George and Laurel W. This
will be the 4th year they have
offered to host and feed our
students and we are so grateful
to them for sharing their home
and pool with us. If you have a
student who will be entering
into the 6th-12th grade this
school year and want some
more information on the
swimming party, please reach
out to Alyssa.

I look forward to the new year
and the new faces we will be
welcoming. Stay blessed my
friends!

Alyssa

Psalm 100:1
“Sing to the Lord,
all the world!”

Sunday, August 23rd and this
will be the unofficial start of the
2026-2027 SNL season. Stay
tuned for more details about the
Fall Kick Off coming soon!

As always, if you have any
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catch me or Julie at the church
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Young Love and the Paths of Immigration

Once upon a time, Russian and Ukrainian children ages 6-
16 played together in summer youth camps

across Crimea, Ukraine. There, before the Russian invasion
of 2014, Sorin Kosia (12) from Ukraine and

Galina Brauer (9) from Russia and their circles of friends
met and took part in all the recreational

camp activities. Over the years, they corresponded and
kept in touch. Sorin completed a bachelor’s

degree at the University of Kyiv. They learned English in
their respective Ukrainian and Russian

schools.

Figure 1. Sorin & Galina with NCRS Chair Brent Smith

When Galina’s piano and organ performance developed
into a special talent, she notified Sorin she was at OU on a
music performance scholarship and sponsored Sorin to
come to the U.S. on a United For Ukraine (U4U) visa in
2024. The NCRS learned about Sorin and chose to support
him. He quickly found employment and was soon paying his
expenses. Sorin and Galina grew close and fell in

love. Galina graduated with a master’s degree in music
performance and they married in early 2026. While Galina’s
musical talent and OU connections are creating an
immigration path to U.S. citizenship, Sorin’s immigration
status was ending with no path forward. He had contacts in
Europe and decided to self-deport to Romania this summer.
For now, Galina will remain here pursuing a

career in music performance. Sorin will work in Europe.
They will visit each other on travel visas in the U.S. and
Europe and over time Galina will sponsor Sorin for a green
card and U.S. citizenship.

Dreams delayed of a young couple’s future is not
uncommon in the world of immigrants.

Figure 2. Konrad & Shabnam say goodbye to NCRS
leaders Brent Smith, Jean Cate and Cindy Bradley.

Dreams delayed of a young couple’s future is not
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Many at St. Stephens may remember meeting
Shabnam Khalilyar. Shabnam spoke at St. Stephen’s
in 2024 at a Roundtable. Shabnam was the first
University of Oklahoma Afghan At-risk Scholar
brought to study and resettle in Norman in 2022. She
was a young Afghan journalist assigned to the
Afghan presidential palace in Kabul where she was in
charge of social media. Her grandfather had been a
journalist and as the Aghan government fell he urged
Shabnam to leave immediately.

She came to OU on a full fellowship to get a master’s
degree in International Studies. NCRS housed,
provided furnishings and employed her part-time in -
several support roles. She speaks six languages,
including Pashto the most common language among
the NCRS Afghan families. The NCRS leadership
team served as her primary family liaison,
transporting her to appointments, teaching her to
drive and checking on her regularly. A St. Stephen’s
family donated their car to Shabnam. It was in an OU
class on foreign policy where she met a young
American student, Konrad Sartorius.

They fell in love, both graduated with master’s
degrees in international studies and they married in
November, 2025.

Konrad took a position with a Washington DC think
tank associated with the U.S. State Department
and they moved this summer to downtown D.C. to
start their new lives together.
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getting back to a routine (minus
the alarm clock) and getting to
see my school babies again.

This is also the time when our
schedules start getting full and
planning begins. | know there are
many activities and obligations
that pull your family and your
kids in a million different
directions, it is my prayer that
you will make time for church.
We have lots of exciting events
coming up and the more the
merrier!

Important dates to remember:

August 9th is Blessing of the
Backpacks

August 23rd will be Fall Kickoff
CHURCH WIDE EVENT
August 30th will begin our
regular Sunday Night Live
programming 4:30-6:00pm.

More details coming in the
weekly announcements!

Have a blessed August and look
forward to seeing you soon.

Ms. Jenn
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e Aug. 1+t - Church Work
Day

¢ Aug. 4+ — Lunch Bunch

¢ Aug. 9+ — Youth Swim
Party

¢ Aug. 10 — NCRS Board
of Directors

¢ Aug. 17+ — Ad Council
e Aug. 18+ — Lunch Bunch
¢ Aug. 18+ — Fiction Club

e Aug. 19»—Adult Ed
meeting

¢ Aug. 24+ — Finance
Committee



Music Ministry

I hope everyone has enjoyed the
many and varied musical
offerings that were shared with
the St. Stephen’s community
throughout the month of July!
It’s really a perfect example of
how deep the musical talent runs
in our family of faith. Many,
many thanks to all of the fine
musicians who volunteered their
time and talent to serve SSUMC.

With the start of August, the
choir will resume regular
Wednesday evening rehearsals
and musical leadership at our

two Sunday morning worship
services AND YOU ARE
INVITED!!! We rehearse
Wednesday evenings from 7:00
- 8:30 pm in the sanctuary. We
are a lively bunch of fun-loving,
music making, good hearted
people and there is ALWAYS a
place for you with us. AND,
we’ll be jumping quickly into
Advent music and I know you
won’t want to miss out on that!

And the same goes for our two
AWESOME St. Stephen’s bell
choirs! We are definitely in need

of a few more ringers as we kick
off the fall season and you are
invited to join in the fun.
Starting dates are TBD at the
time of the writing of this
article, but will be announced
soon. The bells have been
polished to a high shine, new
music has been purchased and
the entire area has been re-
organized - it’s going to be a fun
year of ringing!

Our children’s music
programming associated with
Sunday Night Live will also be
resuming very soon. St.
Stephen’s will host a church
wide “Fall Kick-Off”
celebration and potluck on
Sunday, August 23rd and this
will be the unofficial start of the
2026-2027 SNL season. Stay
tuned for more details about the

Youth Shenanigans

How are we already in August?
It seems like the summer has
flown by and we are gearing up
for the new school year and all
the adventures that will be in
store for our students. July was a
great month and our summer
mission trip was even better. We
had a wonderful time in
Fayetteville and are looking
forward to sharing all the stories
at the Stockholder Dinner and
again on Youth Sunday. The
dates for both of those events are
still to be determined, but Alyssa
will let everyone know as soon
as something has been finalized.

A special thank you goes out to
our awesome adults who went
with us this year: Chad Morris,
Amy Prince, and Erik Paulson.
They were generous enough to
share their time, talents, cooking,
and love with our kiddos and I
am forever grateful for each of
them.

August 9th will be the annual
swim party to welcome in our
newest 6th graders at the home
of George and Laurel W. This
will be the 4th year they have
offered to host and feed our
students and we are so grateful
to them for sharing their home
and pool with us. If you have a
student who will be entering
into the 6th-12th grade this
school year and want some
more information on the
swimming party, please reach
out to Alyssa.

I look forward to the new year
and the new faces we will be
welcoming. Stay blessed my
friends!

Alyssa

Psalm 100:1
“Sing to the Lord,
all the world!”

Sunday, August 23rd and this
will be the unofficial start of the
2026-2027 SNL season. Stay
tuned for more details about the
Fall Kick Off coming soon!

As always, if you have any
questions, please email Marci at
music@ststephensnorman.org or
catch me or Julie at the church
on Wednesday evening or
Sunday morning!




NCRS

Young Love and the Paths of Immigration

Once upon a time, Russian and Ukrainian children ages 6-
16 played together in summer youth camps

across Crimea, Ukraine. There, before the Russian invasion
of 2014, Sorin Kosia (12) from Ukraine and

Galina Brauer (9) from Russia and their circles of friends
met and took part in all the recreational

camp activities. Over the years, they corresponded and
kept in touch. Sorin completed a bachelor’s

degree at the University of Kyiv. They learned English in
their respective Ukrainian and Russian

schools.

Figure 1. Sorin & Galina with NCRS Chair Brent Smith

When Galina’s piano and organ performance developed
into a special talent, she notified Sorin she was at OU on a
music performance scholarship and sponsored Sorin to
come to the U.S. on a United For Ukraine (U4U) visa in
2024. The NCRS learned about Sorin and chose to support
him. He quickly found employment and was soon paying his
expenses. Sorin and Galina grew close and fell in

love. Galina graduated with a master’s degree in music
performance and they married in early 2026. While Galina’s
musical talent and OU connections are creating an
immigration path to U.S. citizenship, Sorin’s immigration
status was ending with no path forward. He had contacts in
Europe and decided to self-deport to Romania this summer.
For now, Galina will remain here pursuing a

career in music performance. Sorin will work in Europe.
They will visit each other on travel visas in the U.S. and
Europe and over time Galina will sponsor Sorin for a green
card and U.S. citizenship.

Dreams delayed of a young couple’s future is not
uncommon in the world of immigrants.

Figure 2. Konrad & Shabnam say goodbye to NCRS
leaders Brent Smith, Jean Cate and Cindy Bradley.

Dreams delayed of a young couple’s future is not
uncommon in the world of immigrants.

Many at St. Stephens may remember meeting
Shabnam Khalilyar. Shabnam spoke at St. Stephen’s
in 2024 at a Roundtable. Shabnam was the first
University of Oklahoma Afghan At-risk Scholar
brought to study and resettle in Norman in 2022. She
was a young Afghan journalist assigned to the
Afghan presidential palace in Kabul where she was in
charge of social media. Her grandfather had been a
journalist and as the Aghan government fell he urged
Shabnam to leave immediately.

She came to OU on a full fellowship to get a master’s
degree in International Studies. NCRS housed,
provided furnishings and employed her part-time in -
several support roles. She speaks six languages,
including Pashto the most common language among
the NCRS Afghan families. The NCRS leadership
team served as her primary family liaison,
transporting her to appointments, teaching her to
drive and checking on her regularly. A St. Stephen’s
family donated their car to Shabnam. It was in an OU
class on foreign policy where she met a young
American student, Konrad Sartorius.

They fell in love, both graduated with master’s
degrees in international studies and they married in
November, 2025.

Konrad took a position with a Washington DC think
tank associated with the U.S. State Department
and they moved this summer to downtown D.C. to
start their new lives together.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

, e  Help us protect our new Sanctuary carpet. Only water in
closed containers is allowed in the Sanctuary. All other
beverages, please leave in the loggia during the
services. Thank you, St. Stephen's Trustees ; “

e  WIAA will be meeting on Monday, Auguét 17, at 6:30pm. - .
We will hear from Carroll Asseo, candidate for OK House
District 53 Representative, and have a postcard writing party
for her. We will also be taking donations of cash and school
supplies for the OKC Community Resource Network (CRN) _ p
that supports immig}apt families impacted by ICE. ' i

e  Lunch Bunch
1% & 3 Tuesday, 12:00 pm _ : - ¥
August 4" & August 18™ '

September 1% & September 15% :
October 6" & October 201"




Shine Kids

Hello everyone!

Back to School season is upon
us and |, personally, enjoy
getting back to a routine (minus
the alarm clock) and getting to
see my school babies again.

This is also the time when our
schedules start getting full and
planning begins. | know there are
many activities and obligations
that pull your family and your
kids in a million different
directions, it is my prayer that
you will make time for church.
We have lots of exciting events
coming up and the more the
merrier!

Important dates to remember:

August 9th is Blessing of the
Backpacks

August 23rd will be Fall Kickoff
CHURCH WIDE EVENT
August 30th will begin our
regular Sunday Night Live
programming 4:30-6:00pm.

More details coming in the
weekly announcements!

Have a blessed August and look
forward to seeing you soon.

Ms. Jenn
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Music Ministry

I hope everyone has enjoyed the
many and varied musical
offerings that were shared with
the St. Stephen’s community
throughout the month of July!
It’s really a perfect example of
how deep the musical talent runs
in our family of faith. Many,
many thanks to all of the fine
musicians who volunteered their
time and talent to serve SSUMC.

With the start of August, the
choir will resume regular
Wednesday evening rehearsals
and musical leadership at our

two Sunday morning worship
services AND YOU ARE
INVITED!!! We rehearse
Wednesday evenings from 7:00
- 8:30 pm in the sanctuary. We
are a lively bunch of fun-loving,
music making, good hearted
people and there is ALWAYS a
place for you with us. AND,
we’ll be jumping quickly into
Advent music and I know you
won’t want to miss out on that!

And the same goes for our two
AWESOME St. Stephen’s bell
choirs! We are definitely in need

of a few more ringers as we kick
off the fall season and you are
invited to join in the fun.
Starting dates are TBD at the
time of the writing of this
article, but will be announced
soon. The bells have been
polished to a high shine, new
music has been purchased and
the entire area has been re-
organized - it’s going to be a fun
year of ringing!

Our children’s music
programming associated with
Sunday Night Live will also be
resuming very soon. St.
Stephen’s will host a church
wide “Fall Kick-Off”
celebration and potluck on
Sunday, August 23rd and this
will be the unofficial start of the
2026-2027 SNL season. Stay
tuned for more details about the

Youth Shenanigans

How are we already in August?
It seems like the summer has
flown by and we are gearing up
for the new school year and all
the adventures that will be in
store for our students. July was a
great month and our summer
mission trip was even better. We
had a wonderful time in
Fayetteville and are looking
forward to sharing all the stories
at the Stockholder Dinner and
again on Youth Sunday. The
dates for both of those events are
still to be determined, but Alyssa
will let everyone know as soon
as something has been finalized.

A special thank you goes out to
our awesome adults who went
with us this year: Chad Morris,
Amy Prince, and Erik Paulson.
They were generous enough to
share their time, talents, cooking,
and love with our kiddos and I
am forever grateful for each of
them.

August 9th will be the annual
swim party to welcome in our
newest 6th graders at the home
of George and Laurel W. This
will be the 4th year they have
offered to host and feed our
students and we are so grateful
to them for sharing their home
and pool with us. If you have a
student who will be entering
into the 6th-12th grade this
school year and want some
more information on the
swimming party, please reach
out to Alyssa.

I look forward to the new year
and the new faces we will be
welcoming. Stay blessed my
friends!

Alyssa

Psalm 100:1
“Sing to the Lord,
all the world!”

Sunday, August 23rd and this
will be the unofficial start of the
2026-2027 SNL season. Stay
tuned for more details about the
Fall Kick Off coming soon!

As always, if you have any
questions, please email Marci at
music@ststephensnorman.org or
catch me or Julie at the church
on Wednesday evening or
Sunday morning!




NCRS

Young Love and the Paths of Immigration

Once upon a time, Russian and Ukrainian children ages 6-
16 played together in summer youth camps

across Crimea, Ukraine. There, before the Russian invasion
of 2014, Sorin Kosia (12) from Ukraine and

Galina Brauer (9) from Russia and their circles of friends
met and took part in all the recreational

camp activities. Over the years, they corresponded and
kept in touch. Sorin completed a bachelor’s

degree at the University of Kyiv. They learned English in
their respective Ukrainian and Russian

schools.

Figure 1. Sorin & Galina with NCRS Chair Brent Smith

When Galina’s piano and organ performance developed
into a special talent, she notified Sorin she was at OU on a
music performance scholarship and sponsored Sorin to
come to the U.S. on a United For Ukraine (U4U) visa in
2024. The NCRS learned about Sorin and chose to support
him. He quickly found employment and was soon paying his
expenses. Sorin and Galina grew close and fell in

love. Galina graduated with a master’s degree in music
performance and they married in early 2026. While Galina’s
musical talent and OU connections are creating an
immigration path to U.S. citizenship, Sorin’s immigration
status was ending with no path forward. He had contacts in
Europe and decided to self-deport to Romania this summer.
For now, Galina will remain here pursuing a

career in music performance. Sorin will work in Europe.
They will visit each other on travel visas in the U.S. and
Europe and over time Galina will sponsor Sorin for a green
card and U.S. citizenship.

Dreams delayed of a young couple’s future is not
uncommon in the world of immigrants.

Figure 2. Konrad & Shabnam say goodbye to NCRS
leaders Brent Smith, Jean Cate and Cindy Bradley.

Dreams delayed of a young couple’s future is not
uncommon in the world of immigrants.

Many at St. Stephens may remember meeting
Shabnam Khalilyar. Shabnam spoke at St. Stephen’s
in 2024 at a Roundtable. Shabnam was the first
University of Oklahoma Afghan At-risk Scholar
brought to study and resettle in Norman in 2022. She
was a young Afghan journalist assigned to the
Afghan presidential palace in Kabul where she was in
charge of social media. Her grandfather had been a
journalist and as the Aghan government fell he urged
Shabnam to leave immediately.

She came to OU on a full fellowship to get a master’s
degree in International Studies. NCRS housed,
provided furnishings and employed her part-time in -
several support roles. She speaks six languages,
including Pashto the most common language among
the NCRS Afghan families. The NCRS leadership
team served as her primary family liaison,
transporting her to appointments, teaching her to
drive and checking on her regularly. A St. Stephen’s
family donated their car to Shabnam. It was in an OU
class on foreign policy where she met a young
American student, Konrad Sartorius.

They fell in love, both graduated with master’s
degrees in international studies and they married in
November, 2025.

Konrad took a position with a Washington DC think
tank associated with the U.S. State Department
and they moved this summer to downtown D.C. to
start their new lives together.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

, e  Help us protect our new Sanctuary carpet. Only water in
closed containers is allowed in the Sanctuary. All other
beverages, please leave in the loggia during the
services. Thank you, St. Stephen's Trustees ; “

e  WIAA will be meeting on Monday, Auguét 17, at 6:30pm. - .
We will hear from Carroll Asseo, candidate for OK House
District 53 Representative, and have a postcard writing party
for her. We will also be taking donations of cash and school
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that supports immig}apt families impacted by ICE. ' i
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Shine Kids

Hello everyone!

Back to School season is upon
us and |, personally, enjoy
getting back to a routine (minus
the alarm clock) and getting to
see my school babies again.

This is also the time when our
schedules start getting full and
planning begins. | know there are
many activities and obligations
that pull your family and your
kids in a million different
directions, it is my prayer that
you will make time for church.
We have lots of exciting events
coming up and the more the
merrier!

Important dates to remember:

August 9th is Blessing of the
Backpacks

August 23rd will be Fall Kickoff
CHURCH WIDE EVENT
August 30th will begin our
regular Sunday Night Live
programming 4:30-6:00pm.

More details coming in the
weekly announcements!

Have a blessed August and look
forward to seeing you soon.

Ms. Jenn
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Music Ministry

I hope everyone has enjoyed the
many and varied musical
offerings that were shared with
the St. Stephen’s community
throughout the month of July!
It’s really a perfect example of
how deep the musical talent runs
in our family of faith. Many,
many thanks to all of the fine
musicians who volunteered their
time and talent to serve SSUMC.

With the start of August, the
choir will resume regular
Wednesday evening rehearsals
and musical leadership at our

two Sunday morning worship
services AND YOU ARE
INVITED!!! We rehearse
Wednesday evenings from 7:00
- 8:30 pm in the sanctuary. We
are a lively bunch of fun-loving,
music making, good hearted
people and there is ALWAYS a
place for you with us. AND,
we’ll be jumping quickly into
Advent music and I know you
won’t want to miss out on that!

And the same goes for our two
AWESOME St. Stephen’s bell
choirs! We are definitely in need

of a few more ringers as we kick
off the fall season and you are
invited to join in the fun.
Starting dates are TBD at the
time of the writing of this
article, but will be announced
soon. The bells have been
polished to a high shine, new
music has been purchased and
the entire area has been re-
organized - it’s going to be a fun
year of ringing!

Our children’s music
programming associated with
Sunday Night Live will also be
resuming very soon. St.
Stephen’s will host a church
wide “Fall Kick-Off”
celebration and potluck on
Sunday, August 23rd and this
will be the unofficial start of the
2026-2027 SNL season. Stay
tuned for more details about the

Youth Shenanigans

How are we already in August?
It seems like the summer has
flown by and we are gearing up
for the new school year and all
the adventures that will be in
store for our students. July was a
great month and our summer
mission trip was even better. We
had a wonderful time in
Fayetteville and are looking
forward to sharing all the stories
at the Stockholder Dinner and
again on Youth Sunday. The
dates for both of those events are
still to be determined, but Alyssa
will let everyone know as soon
as something has been finalized.

A special thank you goes out to
our awesome adults who went
with us this year: Chad Morris,
Amy Prince, and Erik Paulson.
They were generous enough to
share their time, talents, cooking,
and love with our kiddos and I
am forever grateful for each of
them.

August 9th will be the annual
swim party to welcome in our
newest 6th graders at the home
of George and Laurel W. This
will be the 4th year they have
offered to host and feed our
students and we are so grateful
to them for sharing their home
and pool with us. If you have a
student who will be entering
into the 6th-12th grade this
school year and want some
more information on the
swimming party, please reach
out to Alyssa.

I look forward to the new year
and the new faces we will be
welcoming. Stay blessed my
friends!

Alyssa

Psalm 100:1
“Sing to the Lord,
all the world!”

Sunday, August 23rd and this
will be the unofficial start of the
2026-2027 SNL season. Stay
tuned for more details about the
Fall Kick Off coming soon!

As always, if you have any
questions, please email Marci at
music@ststephensnorman.org or
catch me or Julie at the church
on Wednesday evening or
Sunday morning!




NCRS

Young Love and the Paths of Immigration

Once upon a time, Russian and Ukrainian children ages 6-
16 played together in summer youth camps

across Crimea, Ukraine. There, before the Russian invasion
of 2014, Sorin Kosia (12) from Ukraine and

Galina Brauer (9) from Russia and their circles of friends
met and took part in all the recreational

camp activities. Over the years, they corresponded and
kept in touch. Sorin completed a bachelor’s

degree at the University of Kyiv. They learned English in
their respective Ukrainian and Russian

schools.

Figure 1. Sorin & Galina with NCRS Chair Brent Smith

When Galina’s piano and organ performance developed
into a special talent, she notified Sorin she was at OU on a
music performance scholarship and sponsored Sorin to
come to the U.S. on a United For Ukraine (U4U) visa in
2024. The NCRS learned about Sorin and chose to support
him. He quickly found employment and was soon paying his
expenses. Sorin and Galina grew close and fell in

love. Galina graduated with a master’s degree in music
performance and they married in early 2026. While Galina’s
musical talent and OU connections are creating an
immigration path to U.S. citizenship, Sorin’s immigration
status was ending with no path forward. He had contacts in
Europe and decided to self-deport to Romania this summer.
For now, Galina will remain here pursuing a

career in music performance. Sorin will work in Europe.
They will visit each other on travel visas in the U.S. and
Europe and over time Galina will sponsor Sorin for a green
card and U.S. citizenship.

Dreams delayed of a young couple’s future is not
uncommon in the world of immigrants.

Figure 2. Konrad & Shabnam say goodbye to NCRS
leaders Brent Smith, Jean Cate and Cindy Bradley.

Dreams delayed of a young couple’s future is not
uncommon in the world of immigrants.

Many at St. Stephens may remember meeting
Shabnam Khalilyar. Shabnam spoke at St. Stephen’s
in 2024 at a Roundtable. Shabnam was the first
University of Oklahoma Afghan At-risk Scholar
brought to study and resettle in Norman in 2022. She
was a young Afghan journalist assigned to the
Afghan presidential palace in Kabul where she was in
charge of social media. Her grandfather had been a
journalist and as the Aghan government fell he urged
Shabnam to leave immediately.

She came to OU on a full fellowship to get a master’s
degree in International Studies. NCRS housed,
provided furnishings and employed her part-time in -
several support roles. She speaks six languages,
including Pashto the most common language among
the NCRS Afghan families. The NCRS leadership
team served as her primary family liaison,
transporting her to appointments, teaching her to
drive and checking on her regularly. A St. Stephen’s
family donated their car to Shabnam. It was in an OU
class on foreign policy where she met a young
American student, Konrad Sartorius.

They fell in love, both graduated with master’s
degrees in international studies and they married in
November, 2025.

Konrad took a position with a Washington DC think
tank associated with the U.S. State Department
and they moved this summer to downtown D.C. to
start their new lives together.
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, e  Help us protect our new Sanctuary carpet. Only water in
closed containers is allowed in the Sanctuary. All other
beverages, please leave in the loggia during the
services. Thank you, St. Stephen's Trustees ; “
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We will hear from Carroll Asseo, candidate for OK House
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Shine Kids

Hello everyone!

Back to School season is upon
us and |, personally, enjoy
getting back to a routine (minus
the alarm clock) and getting to
see my school babies again.

This is also the time when our
schedules start getting full and
planning begins. | know there are
many activities and obligations
that pull your family and your
kids in a million different
directions, it is my prayer that
you will make time for church.
We have lots of exciting events
coming up and the more the
merrier!

Important dates to remember:

August 9th is Blessing of the
Backpacks

August 23rd will be Fall Kickoff
CHURCH WIDE EVENT
August 30th will begin our
regular Sunday Night Live
programming 4:30-6:00pm.

More details coming in the
weekly announcements!

Have a blessed August and look
forward to seeing you soon.
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Music Ministry

I hope everyone has enjoyed the
many and varied musical
offerings that were shared with
the St. Stephen’s community
throughout the month of July!
It’s really a perfect example of
how deep the musical talent runs
in our family of faith. Many,
many thanks to all of the fine
musicians who volunteered their
time and talent to serve SSUMC.

With the start of August, the
choir will resume regular
Wednesday evening rehearsals
and musical leadership at our

two Sunday morning worship
services AND YOU ARE
INVITED!!! We rehearse
Wednesday evenings from 7:00
- 8:30 pm in the sanctuary. We
are a lively bunch of fun-loving,
music making, good hearted
people and there is ALWAYS a
place for you with us. AND,
we’ll be jumping quickly into
Advent music and I know you
won’t want to miss out on that!

And the same goes for our two
AWESOME St. Stephen’s bell
choirs! We are definitely in need

of a few more ringers as we kick
off the fall season and you are
invited to join in the fun.
Starting dates are TBD at the
time of the writing of this
article, but will be announced
soon. The bells have been
polished to a high shine, new
music has been purchased and
the entire area has been re-
organized - it’s going to be a fun
year of ringing!

Our children’s music
programming associated with
Sunday Night Live will also be
resuming very soon. St.
Stephen’s will host a church
wide “Fall Kick-Off”
celebration and potluck on
Sunday, August 23rd and this
will be the unofficial start of the
2026-2027 SNL season. Stay
tuned for more details about the

Youth Shenanigans

How are we already in August?
It seems like the summer has
flown by and we are gearing up
for the new school year and all
the adventures that will be in
store for our students. July was a
great month and our summer
mission trip was even better. We
had a wonderful time in
Fayetteville and are looking
forward to sharing all the stories
at the Stockholder Dinner and
again on Youth Sunday. The
dates for both of those events are
still to be determined, but Alyssa
will let everyone know as soon
as something has been finalized.

A special thank you goes out to
our awesome adults who went
with us this year: Chad Morris,
Amy Prince, and Erik Paulson.
They were generous enough to
share their time, talents, cooking,
and love with our kiddos and I
am forever grateful for each of
them.

August 9th will be the annual
swim party to welcome in our
newest 6th graders at the home
of George and Laurel W. This
will be the 4th year they have
offered to host and feed our
students and we are so grateful
to them for sharing their home
and pool with us. If you have a
student who will be entering
into the 6th-12th grade this
school year and want some
more information on the
swimming party, please reach
out to Alyssa.

I look forward to the new year
and the new faces we will be
welcoming. Stay blessed my
friends!

Alyssa

Psalm 100:1
“Sing to the Lord,
all the world!”

Sunday, August 23rd and this
will be the unofficial start of the
2026-2027 SNL season. Stay
tuned for more details about the
Fall Kick Off coming soon!

As always, if you have any
questions, please email Marci at
music@ststephensnorman.org or
catch me or Julie at the church
on Wednesday evening or
Sunday morning!




NCRS

Young Love and the Paths of Immigration

Once upon a time, Russian and Ukrainian children ages 6-
16 played together in summer youth camps

across Crimea, Ukraine. There, before the Russian invasion
of 2014, Sorin Kosia (12) from Ukraine and

Galina Brauer (9) from Russia and their circles of friends
met and took part in all the recreational

camp activities. Over the years, they corresponded and
kept in touch. Sorin completed a bachelor’s

degree at the University of Kyiv. They learned English in
their respective Ukrainian and Russian

schools.

Figure 1. Sorin & Galina with NCRS Chair Brent Smith

When Galina’s piano and organ performance developed
into a special talent, she notified Sorin she was at OU on a
music performance scholarship and sponsored Sorin to
come to the U.S. on a United For Ukraine (U4U) visa in
2024. The NCRS learned about Sorin and chose to support
him. He quickly found employment and was soon paying his
expenses. Sorin and Galina grew close and fell in

love. Galina graduated with a master’s degree in music
performance and they married in early 2026. While Galina’s
musical talent and OU connections are creating an
immigration path to U.S. citizenship, Sorin’s immigration
status was ending with no path forward. He had contacts in
Europe and decided to self-deport to Romania this summer.
For now, Galina will remain here pursuing a

career in music performance. Sorin will work in Europe.
They will visit each other on travel visas in the U.S. and
Europe and over time Galina will sponsor Sorin for a green
card and U.S. citizenship.

Dreams delayed of a young couple’s future is not
uncommon in the world of immigrants.

Figure 2. Konrad & Shabnam say goodbye to NCRS
leaders Brent Smith, Jean Cate and Cindy Bradley.

Dreams delayed of a young couple’s future is not
uncommon in the world of immigrants.

Many at St. Stephens may remember meeting
Shabnam Khalilyar. Shabnam spoke at St. Stephen’s
in 2024 at a Roundtable. Shabnam was the first
University of Oklahoma Afghan At-risk Scholar
brought to study and resettle in Norman in 2022. She
was a young Afghan journalist assigned to the
Afghan presidential palace in Kabul where she was in
charge of social media. Her grandfather had been a
journalist and as the Aghan government fell he urged
Shabnam to leave immediately.

She came to OU on a full fellowship to get a master’s
degree in International Studies. NCRS housed,
provided furnishings and employed her part-time in -
several support roles. She speaks six languages,
including Pashto the most common language among
the NCRS Afghan families. The NCRS leadership
team served as her primary family liaison,
transporting her to appointments, teaching her to
drive and checking on her regularly. A St. Stephen’s
family donated their car to Shabnam. It was in an OU
class on foreign policy where she met a young
American student, Konrad Sartorius.

They fell in love, both graduated with master’s
degrees in international studies and they married in
November, 2025.

Konrad took a position with a Washington DC think
tank associated with the U.S. State Department
and they moved this summer to downtown D.C. to
start their new lives together.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

, e  Help us protect our new Sanctuary carpet. Only water in
closed containers is allowed in the Sanctuary. All other
beverages, please leave in the loggia during the
services. Thank you, St. Stephen's Trustees ; “

e  WIAA will be meeting on Monday, Auguét 17, at 6:30pm. - .
We will hear from Carroll Asseo, candidate for OK House
District 53 Representative, and have a postcard writing party
for her. We will also be taking donations of cash and school
supplies for the OKC Community Resource Network (CRN) _ p
that supports immig}apt families impacted by ICE. ' i

e  Lunch Bunch
1% & 3 Tuesday, 12:00 pm _ : - ¥
August 4" & August 18™ '

September 1% & September 15% :
October 6" & October 201"




Shine Kids

Hello everyone!

Back to School season is upon
us and |, personally, enjoy
getting back to a routine (minus
the alarm clock) and getting to
see my school babies again.

This is also the time when our
schedules start getting full and
planning begins. | know there are
many activities and obligations
that pull your family and your
kids in a million different
directions, it is my prayer that
you will make time for church.
We have lots of exciting events
coming up and the more the
merrier!

Important dates to remember:

August 9th is Blessing of the
Backpacks

August 23rd will be Fall Kickoff
CHURCH WIDE EVENT
August 30th will begin our
regular Sunday Night Live
programming 4:30-6:00pm.

More details coming in the
weekly announcements!

Have a blessed August and look
forward to seeing you soon.

Ms. Jenn
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Church Events

e Aug. 1+t - Church Work
Day

¢ Aug. 4+ — Lunch Bunch

¢ Aug. 9+ — Youth Swim
Party

¢ Aug. 10 — NCRS Board
of Directors

¢ Aug. 17+ — Ad Council
e Aug. 18+ — Lunch Bunch
¢ Aug. 18+ — Fiction Club

e Aug. 19»—Adult Ed
meeting

¢ Aug. 24+ — Finance
Committee



Music Ministry

I hope everyone has enjoyed the
many and varied musical
offerings that were shared with
the St. Stephen’s community
throughout the month of July!
It’s really a perfect example of
how deep the musical talent runs
in our family of faith. Many,
many thanks to all of the fine
musicians who volunteered their
time and talent to serve SSUMC.

With the start of August, the
choir will resume regular
Wednesday evening rehearsals
and musical leadership at our

two Sunday morning worship
services AND YOU ARE
INVITED!!! We rehearse
Wednesday evenings from 7:00
- 8:30 pm in the sanctuary. We
are a lively bunch of fun-loving,
music making, good hearted
people and there is ALWAYS a
place for you with us. AND,
we’ll be jumping quickly into
Advent music and I know you
won’t want to miss out on that!

And the same goes for our two
AWESOME St. Stephen’s bell
choirs! We are definitely in need

of a few more ringers as we kick
off the fall season and you are
invited to join in the fun.
Starting dates are TBD at the
time of the writing of this
article, but will be announced
soon. The bells have been
polished to a high shine, new
music has been purchased and
the entire area has been re-
organized - it’s going to be a fun
year of ringing!

Our children’s music
programming associated with
Sunday Night Live will also be
resuming very soon. St.
Stephen’s will host a church
wide “Fall Kick-Off”
celebration and potluck on
Sunday, August 23rd and this
will be the unofficial start of the
2026-2027 SNL season. Stay
tuned for more details about the

Youth Shenanigans

How are we already in August?
It seems like the summer has
flown by and we are gearing up
for the new school year and all
the adventures that will be in
store for our students. July was a
great month and our summer
mission trip was even better. We
had a wonderful time in
Fayetteville and are looking
forward to sharing all the stories
at the Stockholder Dinner and
again on Youth Sunday. The
dates for both of those events are
still to be determined, but Alyssa
will let everyone know as soon
as something has been finalized.

A special thank you goes out to
our awesome adults who went
with us this year: Chad Morris,
Amy Prince, and Erik Paulson.
They were generous enough to
share their time, talents, cooking,
and love with our kiddos and I
am forever grateful for each of
them.

August 9th will be the annual
swim party to welcome in our
newest 6th graders at the home
of George and Laurel W. This
will be the 4th year they have
offered to host and feed our
students and we are so grateful
to them for sharing their home
and pool with us. If you have a
student who will be entering
into the 6th-12th grade this
school year and want some
more information on the
swimming party, please reach
out to Alyssa.

I look forward to the new year
and the new faces we will be
welcoming. Stay blessed my
friends!

Alyssa

Psalm 100:1
“Sing to the Lord,
all the world!”

Sunday, August 23rd and this
will be the unofficial start of the
2026-2027 SNL season. Stay
tuned for more details about the
Fall Kick Off coming soon!

As always, if you have any
questions, please email Marci at
music@ststephensnorman.org or
catch me or Julie at the church
on Wednesday evening or
Sunday morning!




NCRS

Young Love and the Paths of Immigration

Once upon a time, Russian and Ukrainian children ages 6-
16 played together in summer youth camps

across Crimea, Ukraine. There, before the Russian invasion
of 2014, Sorin Kosia (12) from Ukraine and

Galina Brauer (9) from Russia and their circles of friends
met and took part in all the recreational

camp activities. Over the years, they corresponded and
kept in touch. Sorin completed a bachelor’s

degree at the University of Kyiv. They learned English in
their respective Ukrainian and Russian

schools.

Figure 1. Sorin & Galina with NCRS Chair Brent Smith

When Galina’s piano and organ performance developed
into a special talent, she notified Sorin she was at OU on a
music performance scholarship and sponsored Sorin to
come to the U.S. on a United For Ukraine (U4U) visa in
2024. The NCRS learned about Sorin and chose to support
him. He quickly found employment and was soon paying his
expenses. Sorin and Galina grew close and fell in

love. Galina graduated with a master’s degree in music
performance and they married in early 2026. While Galina’s
musical talent and OU connections are creating an
immigration path to U.S. citizenship, Sorin’s immigration
status was ending with no path forward. He had contacts in
Europe and decided to self-deport to Romania this summer.
For now, Galina will remain here pursuing a

career in music performance. Sorin will work in Europe.
They will visit each other on travel visas in the U.S. and
Europe and over time Galina will sponsor Sorin for a green
card and U.S. citizenship.

Dreams delayed of a young couple’s future is not
uncommon in the world of immigrants.

Figure 2. Konrad & Shabnam say goodbye to NCRS
leaders Brent Smith, Jean Cate and Cindy Bradley.

Dreams delayed of a young couple’s future is not
uncommon in the world of immigrants.

Many at St. Stephens may remember meeting
Shabnam Khalilyar. Shabnam spoke at St. Stephen’s
in 2024 at a Roundtable. Shabnam was the first
University of Oklahoma Afghan At-risk Scholar
brought to study and resettle in Norman in 2022. She
was a young Afghan journalist assigned to the
Afghan presidential palace in Kabul where she was in
charge of social media. Her grandfather had been a
journalist and as the Aghan government fell he urged
Shabnam to leave immediately.

She came to OU on a full fellowship to get a master’s
degree in International Studies. NCRS housed,
provided furnishings and employed her part-time in -
several support roles. She speaks six languages,
including Pashto the most common language among
the NCRS Afghan families. The NCRS leadership
team served as her primary family liaison,
transporting her to appointments, teaching her to
drive and checking on her regularly. A St. Stephen’s
family donated their car to Shabnam. It was in an OU
class on foreign policy where she met a young
American student, Konrad Sartorius.

They fell in love, both graduated with master’s
degrees in international studies and they married in
November, 2025.

Konrad took a position with a Washington DC think
tank associated with the U.S. State Department
and they moved this summer to downtown D.C. to
start their new lives together.
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Shine Kids

Hello everyone!

Back to School season is upon
us and |, personally, enjoy
getting back to a routine (minus
the alarm clock) and getting to
see my school babies again.

This is also the time when our
schedules start getting full and
planning begins. | know there are
many activities and obligations
that pull your family and your
kids in a million different
directions, it is my prayer that
you will make time for church.
We have lots of exciting events
coming up and the more the
merrier!

Important dates to remember:

August 9th is Blessing of the
Backpacks

August 23rd will be Fall Kickoff
CHURCH WIDE EVENT
August 30th will begin our
regular Sunday Night Live
programming 4:30-6:00pm.

More details coming in the
weekly announcements!

Have a blessed August and look
forward to seeing you soon.

Ms. Jenn
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Music Ministry

I hope everyone has enjoyed the
many and varied musical
offerings that were shared with
the St. Stephen’s community
throughout the month of July!
It’s really a perfect example of
how deep the musical talent runs
in our family of faith. Many,
many thanks to all of the fine
musicians who volunteered their
time and talent to serve SSUMC.

With the start of August, the
choir will resume regular
Wednesday evening rehearsals
and musical leadership at our

two Sunday morning worship
services AND YOU ARE
INVITED!!! We rehearse
Wednesday evenings from 7:00
- 8:30 pm in the sanctuary. We
are a lively bunch of fun-loving,
music making, good hearted
people and there is ALWAYS a
place for you with us. AND,
we’ll be jumping quickly into
Advent music and I know you
won’t want to miss out on that!

And the same goes for our two
AWESOME St. Stephen’s bell
choirs! We are definitely in need

of a few more ringers as we kick
off the fall season and you are
invited to join in the fun.
Starting dates are TBD at the
time of the writing of this
article, but will be announced
soon. The bells have been
polished to a high shine, new
music has been purchased and
the entire area has been re-
organized - it’s going to be a fun
year of ringing!

Our children’s music
programming associated with
Sunday Night Live will also be
resuming very soon. St.
Stephen’s will host a church
wide “Fall Kick-Off”
celebration and potluck on
Sunday, August 23rd and this
will be the unofficial start of the
2026-2027 SNL season. Stay
tuned for more details about the

Youth Shenanigans

How are we already in August?
It seems like the summer has
flown by and we are gearing up
for the new school year and all
the adventures that will be in
store for our students. July was a
great month and our summer
mission trip was even better. We
had a wonderful time in
Fayetteville and are looking
forward to sharing all the stories
at the Stockholder Dinner and
again on Youth Sunday. The
dates for both of those events are
still to be determined, but Alyssa
will let everyone know as soon
as something has been finalized.

A special thank you goes out to
our awesome adults who went
with us this year: Chad Morris,
Amy Prince, and Erik Paulson.
They were generous enough to
share their time, talents, cooking,
and love with our kiddos and I
am forever grateful for each of
them.

August 9th will be the annual
swim party to welcome in our
newest 6th graders at the home
of George and Laurel W. This
will be the 4th year they have
offered to host and feed our
students and we are so grateful
to them for sharing their home
and pool with us. If you have a
student who will be entering
into the 6th-12th grade this
school year and want some
more information on the
swimming party, please reach
out to Alyssa.

I look forward to the new year
and the new faces we will be
welcoming. Stay blessed my
friends!

Alyssa

Psalm 100:1
“Sing to the Lord,
all the world!”

Sunday, August 23rd and this
will be the unofficial start of the
2026-2027 SNL season. Stay
tuned for more details about the
Fall Kick Off coming soon!

As always, if you have any
questions, please email Marci at
music@ststephensnorman.org or
catch me or Julie at the church
on Wednesday evening or
Sunday morning!




NCRS

Young Love and the Paths of Immigration

Once upon a time, Russian and Ukrainian children ages 6-
16 played together in summer youth camps

across Crimea, Ukraine. There, before the Russian invasion
of 2014, Sorin Kosia (12) from Ukraine and

Galina Brauer (9) from Russia and their circles of friends
met and took part in all the recreational

camp activities. Over the years, they corresponded and
kept in touch. Sorin completed a bachelor’s

degree at the University of Kyiv. They learned English in
their respective Ukrainian and Russian

schools.

Figure 1. Sorin & Galina with NCRS Chair Brent Smith

When Galina’s piano and organ performance developed
into a special talent, she notified Sorin she was at OU on a
music performance scholarship and sponsored Sorin to
come to the U.S. on a United For Ukraine (U4U) visa in
2024. The NCRS learned about Sorin and chose to support
him. He quickly found employment and was soon paying his
expenses. Sorin and Galina grew close and fell in

love. Galina graduated with a master’s degree in music
performance and they married in early 2026. While Galina’s
musical talent and OU connections are creating an
immigration path to U.S. citizenship, Sorin’s immigration
status was ending with no path forward. He had contacts in
Europe and decided to self-deport to Romania this summer.
For now, Galina will remain here pursuing a

career in music performance. Sorin will work in Europe.
They will visit each other on travel visas in the U.S. and
Europe and over time Galina will sponsor Sorin for a green
card and U.S. citizenship.

Dreams delayed of a young couple’s future is not
uncommon in the world of immigrants.

Figure 2. Konrad & Shabnam say goodbye to NCRS
leaders Brent Smith, Jean Cate and Cindy Bradley.

Dreams delayed of a young couple’s future is not
uncommon in the world of immigrants.

Many at St. Stephens may remember meeting
Shabnam Khalilyar. Shabnam spoke at St. Stephen’s
in 2024 at a Roundtable. Shabnam was the first
University of Oklahoma Afghan At-risk Scholar
brought to study and resettle in Norman in 2022. She
was a young Afghan journalist assigned to the
Afghan presidential palace in Kabul where she was in
charge of social media. Her grandfather had been a
journalist and as the Aghan government fell he urged
Shabnam to leave immediately.

She came to OU on a full fellowship to get a master’s
degree in International Studies. NCRS housed,
provided furnishings and employed her part-time in -
several support roles. She speaks six languages,
including Pashto the most common language among
the NCRS Afghan families. The NCRS leadership
team served as her primary family liaison,
transporting her to appointments, teaching her to
drive and checking on her regularly. A St. Stephen’s
family donated their car to Shabnam. It was in an OU
class on foreign policy where she met a young
American student, Konrad Sartorius.

They fell in love, both graduated with master’s
degrees in international studies and they married in
November, 2025.

Konrad took a position with a Washington DC think
tank associated with the U.S. State Department
and they moved this summer to downtown D.C. to
start their new lives together.
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Hello everyone!

Back to School season is upon
us and |, personally, enjoy
getting back to a routine (minus
the alarm clock) and getting to
see my school babies again.

This is also the time when our
schedules start getting full and
planning begins. | know there are
many activities and obligations
that pull your family and your
kids in a million different
directions, it is my prayer that
you will make time for church.
We have lots of exciting events
coming up and the more the
merrier!
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August 9th is Blessing of the
Backpacks

August 23rd will be Fall Kickoff
CHURCH WIDE EVENT
August 30th will begin our
regular Sunday Night Live
programming 4:30-6:00pm.

More details coming in the
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I hope everyone has enjoyed the
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offerings that were shared with
the St. Stephen’s community
throughout the month of July!
It’s really a perfect example of
how deep the musical talent runs
in our family of faith. Many,
many thanks to all of the fine
musicians who volunteered their
time and talent to serve SSUMC.

With the start of August, the
choir will resume regular
Wednesday evening rehearsals
and musical leadership at our

two Sunday morning worship
services AND YOU ARE
INVITED!!! We rehearse
Wednesday evenings from 7:00
- 8:30 pm in the sanctuary. We
are a lively bunch of fun-loving,
music making, good hearted
people and there is ALWAYS a
place for you with us. AND,
we’ll be jumping quickly into
Advent music and I know you
won’t want to miss out on that!

And the same goes for our two
AWESOME St. Stephen’s bell
choirs! We are definitely in need

of a few more ringers as we kick
off the fall season and you are
invited to join in the fun.
Starting dates are TBD at the
time of the writing of this
article, but will be announced
soon. The bells have been
polished to a high shine, new
music has been purchased and
the entire area has been re-
organized - it’s going to be a fun
year of ringing!

Our children’s music
programming associated with
Sunday Night Live will also be
resuming very soon. St.
Stephen’s will host a church
wide “Fall Kick-Off”
celebration and potluck on
Sunday, August 23rd and this
will be the unofficial start of the
2026-2027 SNL season. Stay
tuned for more details about the

Youth Shenanigans

How are we already in August?
It seems like the summer has
flown by and we are gearing up
for the new school year and all
the adventures that will be in
store for our students. July was a
great month and our summer
mission trip was even better. We
had a wonderful time in
Fayetteville and are looking
forward to sharing all the stories
at the Stockholder Dinner and
again on Youth Sunday. The
dates for both of those events are
still to be determined, but Alyssa
will let everyone know as soon
as something has been finalized.

A special thank you goes out to
our awesome adults who went
with us this year: Chad Morris,
Amy Prince, and Erik Paulson.
They were generous enough to
share their time, talents, cooking,
and love with our kiddos and I
am forever grateful for each of
them.

August 9th will be the annual
swim party to welcome in our
newest 6th graders at the home
of George and Laurel W. This
will be the 4th year they have
offered to host and feed our
students and we are so grateful
to them for sharing their home
and pool with us. If you have a
student who will be entering
into the 6th-12th grade this
school year and want some
more information on the
swimming party, please reach
out to Alyssa.

I look forward to the new year
and the new faces we will be
welcoming. Stay blessed my
friends!

Alyssa

Psalm 100:1
“Sing to the Lord,
all the world!”

Sunday, August 23rd and this
will be the unofficial start of the
2026-2027 SNL season. Stay
tuned for more details about the
Fall Kick Off coming soon!

As always, if you have any
questions, please email Marci at
music@ststephensnorman.org or
catch me or Julie at the church
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Young Love and the Paths of Immigration

Once upon a time, Russian and Ukrainian children ages 6-
16 played together in summer youth camps

across Crimea, Ukraine. There, before the Russian invasion
of 2014, Sorin Kosia (12) from Ukraine and

Galina Brauer (9) from Russia and their circles of friends
met and took part in all the recreational

camp activities. Over the years, they corresponded and
kept in touch. Sorin completed a bachelor’s

degree at the University of Kyiv. They learned English in
their respective Ukrainian and Russian

schools.

Figure 1. Sorin & Galina with NCRS Chair Brent Smith

When Galina’s piano and organ performance developed
into a special talent, she notified Sorin she was at OU on a
music performance scholarship and sponsored Sorin to
come to the U.S. on a United For Ukraine (U4U) visa in
2024. The NCRS learned about Sorin and chose to support
him. He quickly found employment and was soon paying his
expenses. Sorin and Galina grew close and fell in

love. Galina graduated with a master’s degree in music
performance and they married in early 2026. While Galina’s
musical talent and OU connections are creating an
immigration path to U.S. citizenship, Sorin’s immigration
status was ending with no path forward. He had contacts in
Europe and decided to self-deport to Romania this summer.
For now, Galina will remain here pursuing a

career in music performance. Sorin will work in Europe.
They will visit each other on travel visas in the U.S. and
Europe and over time Galina will sponsor Sorin for a green
card and U.S. citizenship.

Dreams delayed of a young couple’s future is not
uncommon in the world of immigrants.

Figure 2. Konrad & Shabnam say goodbye to NCRS
leaders Brent Smith, Jean Cate and Cindy Bradley.

Dreams delayed of a young couple’s future is not
uncommon in the world of immigrants.

Many at St. Stephens may remember meeting
Shabnam Khalilyar. Shabnam spoke at St. Stephen’s
in 2024 at a Roundtable. Shabnam was the first
University of Oklahoma Afghan At-risk Scholar
brought to study and resettle in Norman in 2022. She
was a young Afghan journalist assigned to the
Afghan presidential palace in Kabul where she was in
charge of social media. Her grandfather had been a
journalist and as the Aghan government fell he urged
Shabnam to leave immediately.

She came to OU on a full fellowship to get a master’s
degree in International Studies. NCRS housed,
provided furnishings and employed her part-time in -
several support roles. She speaks six languages,
including Pashto the most common language among
the NCRS Afghan families. The NCRS leadership
team served as her primary family liaison,
transporting her to appointments, teaching her to
drive and checking on her regularly. A St. Stephen’s
family donated their car to Shabnam. It was in an OU
class on foreign policy where she met a young
American student, Konrad Sartorius.

They fell in love, both graduated with master’s
degrees in international studies and they married in
November, 2025.

Konrad took a position with a Washington DC think
tank associated with the U.S. State Department
and they moved this summer to downtown D.C. to
start their new lives together.
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supplies for the OKC Community Resource Network (CRN) _ p
that supports immig}apt families impacted by ICE. ' i

e  Lunch Bunch
1% & 3 Tuesday, 12:00 pm _ : - ¥
August 4" & August 18™ '

September 1% & September 15% :
October 6" & October 201"




Shine Kids

Hello everyone!

Back to School season is upon
us and |, personally, enjoy
getting back to a routine (minus
the alarm clock) and getting to
see my school babies again.

This is also the time when our
schedules start getting full and
planning begins. | know there are
many activities and obligations
that pull your family and your
kids in a million different
directions, it is my prayer that
you will make time for church.
We have lots of exciting events
coming up and the more the
merrier!

Important dates to remember:

August 9th is Blessing of the
Backpacks

August 23rd will be Fall Kickoff
CHURCH WIDE EVENT
August 30th will begin our
regular Sunday Night Live
programming 4:30-6:00pm.

More details coming in the
weekly announcements!

Have a blessed August and look
forward to seeing you soon.

Ms. Jenn
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Church Events

e Aug. 1+t - Church Work
Day

¢ Aug. 4+ — Lunch Bunch

¢ Aug. 9+ — Youth Swim
Party

¢ Aug. 10 — NCRS Board
of Directors

¢ Aug. 17+ — Ad Council
e Aug. 18+ — Lunch Bunch
¢ Aug. 18+ — Fiction Club

e Aug. 19»—Adult Ed
meeting

¢ Aug. 24+ — Finance
Committee



Music Ministry

I hope everyone has enjoyed the
many and varied musical
offerings that were shared with
the St. Stephen’s community
throughout the month of July!
It’s really a perfect example of
how deep the musical talent runs
in our family of faith. Many,
many thanks to all of the fine
musicians who volunteered their
time and talent to serve SSUMC.

With the start of August, the
choir will resume regular
Wednesday evening rehearsals
and musical leadership at our

two Sunday morning worship
services AND YOU ARE
INVITED!!! We rehearse
Wednesday evenings from 7:00
- 8:30 pm in the sanctuary. We
are a lively bunch of fun-loving,
music making, good hearted
people and there is ALWAYS a
place for you with us. AND,
we’ll be jumping quickly into
Advent music and I know you
won’t want to miss out on that!

And the same goes for our two
AWESOME St. Stephen’s bell
choirs! We are definitely in need

of a few more ringers as we kick
off the fall season and you are
invited to join in the fun.
Starting dates are TBD at the
time of the writing of this
article, but will be announced
soon. The bells have been
polished to a high shine, new
music has been purchased and
the entire area has been re-
organized - it’s going to be a fun
year of ringing!

Our children’s music
programming associated with
Sunday Night Live will also be
resuming very soon. St.
Stephen’s will host a church
wide “Fall Kick-Off”
celebration and potluck on
Sunday, August 23rd and this
will be the unofficial start of the
2026-2027 SNL season. Stay
tuned for more details about the

Youth Shenanigans

How are we already in August?
It seems like the summer has
flown by and we are gearing up
for the new school year and all
the adventures that will be in
store for our students. July was a
great month and our summer
mission trip was even better. We
had a wonderful time in
Fayetteville and are looking
forward to sharing all the stories
at the Stockholder Dinner and
again on Youth Sunday. The
dates for both of those events are
still to be determined, but Alyssa
will let everyone know as soon
as something has been finalized.

A special thank you goes out to
our awesome adults who went
with us this year: Chad Morris,
Amy Prince, and Erik Paulson.
They were generous enough to
share their time, talents, cooking,
and love with our kiddos and I
am forever grateful for each of
them.

August 9th will be the annual
swim party to welcome in our
newest 6th graders at the home
of George and Laurel W. This
will be the 4th year they have
offered to host and feed our
students and we are so grateful
to them for sharing their home
and pool with us. If you have a
student who will be entering
into the 6th-12th grade this
school year and want some
more information on the
swimming party, please reach
out to Alyssa.

I look forward to the new year
and the new faces we will be
welcoming. Stay blessed my
friends!

Alyssa

Psalm 100:1
“Sing to the Lord,
all the world!”

Sunday, August 23rd and this
will be the unofficial start of the
2026-2027 SNL season. Stay
tuned for more details about the
Fall Kick Off coming soon!

As always, if you have any
questions, please email Marci at
music@ststephensnorman.org or
catch me or Julie at the church
on Wednesday evening or
Sunday morning!




NCRS

Young Love and the Paths of Immigration

Once upon a time, Russian and Ukrainian children ages 6-
16 played together in summer youth camps

across Crimea, Ukraine. There, before the Russian invasion
of 2014, Sorin Kosia (12) from Ukraine and

Galina Brauer (9) from Russia and their circles of friends
met and took part in all the recreational

camp activities. Over the years, they corresponded and
kept in touch. Sorin completed a bachelor’s

degree at the University of Kyiv. They learned English in
their respective Ukrainian and Russian

schools.

Figure 1. Sorin & Galina with NCRS Chair Brent Smith

When Galina’s piano and organ performance developed
into a special talent, she notified Sorin she was at OU on a
music performance scholarship and sponsored Sorin to
come to the U.S. on a United For Ukraine (U4U) visa in
2024. The NCRS learned about Sorin and chose to support
him. He quickly found employment and was soon paying his
expenses. Sorin and Galina grew close and fell in

love. Galina graduated with a master’s degree in music
performance and they married in early 2026. While Galina’s
musical talent and OU connections are creating an
immigration path to U.S. citizenship, Sorin’s immigration
status was ending with no path forward. He had contacts in
Europe and decided to self-deport to Romania this summer.
For now, Galina will remain here pursuing a

career in music performance. Sorin will work in Europe.
They will visit each other on travel visas in the U.S. and
Europe and over time Galina will sponsor Sorin for a green
card and U.S. citizenship.

Dreams delayed of a young couple’s future is not
uncommon in the world of immigrants.

Figure 2. Konrad & Shabnam say goodbye to NCRS
leaders Brent Smith, Jean Cate and Cindy Bradley.

Dreams delayed of a young couple’s future is not
uncommon in the world of immigrants.

Many at St. Stephens may remember meeting
Shabnam Khalilyar. Shabnam spoke at St. Stephen’s
in 2024 at a Roundtable. Shabnam was the first
University of Oklahoma Afghan At-risk Scholar
brought to study and resettle in Norman in 2022. She
was a young Afghan journalist assigned to the
Afghan presidential palace in Kabul where she was in
charge of social media. Her grandfather had been a
journalist and as the Aghan government fell he urged
Shabnam to leave immediately.

She came to OU on a full fellowship to get a master’s
degree in International Studies. NCRS housed,
provided furnishings and employed her part-time in -
several support roles. She speaks six languages,
including Pashto the most common language among
the NCRS Afghan families. The NCRS leadership
team served as her primary family liaison,
transporting her to appointments, teaching her to
drive and checking on her regularly. A St. Stephen’s
family donated their car to Shabnam. It was in an OU
class on foreign policy where she met a young
American student, Konrad Sartorius.

They fell in love, both graduated with master’s
degrees in international studies and they married in
November, 2025.

Konrad took a position with a Washington DC think
tank associated with the U.S. State Department
and they moved this summer to downtown D.C. to
start their new lives together.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

, e  Help us protect our new Sanctuary carpet. Only water in
closed containers is allowed in the Sanctuary. All other
beverages, please leave in the loggia during the
services. Thank you, St. Stephen's Trustees ; “

e  WIAA will be meeting on Monday, Auguét 17, at 6:30pm. - .
We will hear from Carroll Asseo, candidate for OK House
District 53 Representative, and have a postcard writing party
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