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This Week in Worship 
 

October 3, 2021 
 

Mark 10: 13-16 
 

“Allow Them All to Come” 
 

Rev. Jeannie Himes 

 October 3  
Fall Roundtable : 

Reparations 
In June of this year, a 
large group of St.  
Stephen’s members 

toured the Greenwood District in Tulsa and 
were immersed in the tragedy of the 1921 
Tulsa Race Massacre. 
Many discussions that occurred about the 
atrocities surrounding that event led the 
Adult Education Committee to arrange for an 
important racial discussion at this year’s  
annual Fall Roundtable. The Roundtable will 
be recorded.  
Roundtable Pre-Registration  
Instructions: 
Please use the link below for pre-registration 
to the St. Stephen’s Fall Roundtable: 
“Reparations", on October 3, 2021, 4:00-
5:00pm. The registration automatically 
sends you an email with the actual Login link 
for the Roundtable. Save that email in order 
to use the link in that email to login into the 
Zoom Roundtable event.  
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/
tZcsce-srjIuEtTFmOJ9p8jJudp6tdzRD2sZ 
Join us on Zoom, Sunday, Oct. 3 at 4:00pm! 

Thursday, September 30th at 

noon in the shade in front of 

St. Stephen’s. Bring a lunch, 

and join us for a time of mid-

week fellowship! 

Sunday, October 3, we 
will celebrate World 
Communion Sunday, a 
beloved “opportunity to 
experience Holy  
Communion in the  
context of the global 

community of faith” (globalministries.org). 
  
October 3 will also be a time to 
contribute to the October fish  
basket, which will be contributed 
to the Cleveland County CROP 
WALK (see more information 
about CROP Walk 2021 on page 3 
of this newsletter) 

 

 

 

October 24 at 5pm: Immigration Committee 

Fundraiser. Virtual event in which we will 

hear from Head Start leaders, and enjoy  

musicians from St. Stephen’s and Iglesia 

Pueblo de Dios 

 

October 31 at 4:00-6:00pm: Fall Carnival 

Trunk or Treat! The Youth invites anyone who 

is interested, to decorate your trunk and join 

us for an evening of fun! 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcsce-srjIuEtTFmOJ9p8jJudp6tdzRD2sZ
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcsce-srjIuEtTFmOJ9p8jJudp6tdzRD2sZ


 

 
 
 
 
 

Thursday, September 30:  
  12:00 Lunch Bunch—outside 
 
Friday, October 1:  
  6:30 Living Room NA—Community  
                                                        Hall 
  7:00 Native American Flute Circle— 
                                              Sanctuary 
     
Saturday, October 2: 
  9:30 Intermediate Tai Chi—Community                  
                                                           Hall  
     
Sunday, October 3:  
  8:30 Worship Service—Sanctuary 
  9:30 Sunday School 
  10:50 Worship Service—Sanctuary 
  4:00 Youth—Lyle Hall 
  4:00 Roundtable: Reparations—Zoom 
  4:30 Ring with Joy—Sanctuary 
  6:00 Meditation—Zoom 
     
Monday, October 4:  
  7:00 Red Dirt Collective—Community  
                                                            Hall 
 

Tuesday, October 5:  
 
Wednesday, October 6: 
  2:30 Sacred Journey—Room 12 /Zoom 
  6:00 Fellowship of the Ringers—                            
                                                  Sanctuary 
  7:00 Choir—Sanctuary 

 This Week at  
St. Stephen’s 

Life Happenings 

September 26, 2021 

We celebrate…Happy Birthday to April Wilkerson, Denilyn Jordan, 

and Jasper Prince! * Congratulations to Kim & Margarita Banos-

Milton’s daughter, Madeline, on the birth of baby Evan! * We are 

thankful for the time and talents of David Wilson-Burns, who has 

been our interim choir director for the past several weeks! * Dale 

Wares is thankful for great progress towards his Crop Walk goal on 

Facebook * Julie Sondag is thankful for finding ways to reconnect 

with diverse groups through her band * Curtis, a visitor from TX, is 

thankful for the opportunity to visit friends, David & Susan in  

Norman * Dan Snell celebrates attending OU theater  

Our prayers are with…Family of George Richtmeyer, who passed 

away last week * Ron Ward & Jackie Shipp on the death of Ron’s 

father * Family and friends of David Kelso as they mourn his  

passing and prepare for his Celebration of Life this Sunday  

afternoon * Holly Van Auken as she attends the memorial service 

for Melinda Clements * David Wilson Burns as he speaks at his 

Aunt Money’s memorial * Len Thomas, recovering from knee  

surgery * Sharon Gray, having a second cataract/glaucoma surgery 

this week * Rita Petitt, with back problems * Becky LeClair, as she  

travels to San Diego to join her family in installing a memorial 

bench for her sister * Velma & Ron House, traveling to Phoenix to 

visit their grandchildren * Paula Grove on hospice care * All who 

are affected by COVID, including Kay Most’s brother and his wife, 

who have breakthrough infections * Those in Long Term Care  

facilities that are again closed to visitors because of COVID  

outbreaks * Tava Edwards, Amber Mathis’ mother, and Pastor 

Jeannie Himes, undergoing cancer treatment * Those unable to be 

in worship: Linda Shaw (at Grace Living Center), Don Schroeder, 

Barbara Benton, Gene & Mary Black, Betty Richtmeyer, Carolyn 

Eckert, Wanda Mahoney, Bobbie Lamb, Maureen Bynum  

Preparations for Arriving Afghan Families 
Catholic Charities informed us to expect a family in Norman in the next week.  
The Norman Coalition for Refugee Support (NCRS) has created three online locations for you to indicate 
your interest in assisting by volunteering and/or donating items or funds for these new residents. 
To volunteer for committees or tasks, click here. 
To donate needed home furnishings and supplies, click here. 
To donate money to the Coalition for all other support needs, write your check to St. Stephen’s with 
NCRS in the memo line or click here (this online donation is not tax deductible). 
  
Please contact us with any questions, comments, and/or suggestions 
at normancoalition4refugees@gmail.com.   
  
Thank you for supporting NCRS in any way you can.  

Norman Peace Team 
Peace-Nic at Rotary Park with 
Cross Timbers Rotary 
 

Sunday, October 24 4pm 
Join us to learn more about 
our groups’ efforts to promote 
peace-building in our  
community 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e084aaaa72aa4ff2-refugee
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e084aaaa72aa4ff2-furnishings
https://gofund.me/e2c8c2d0
mailto:normancoalition4refugees@gmail.com


 

Mission Minute: A Look at CROP Walk’s Global Impact 

Our annual CROP Hunger Walk campaign is under way, and this week we want to 
share a little about how your CROP Walk dollars are changing lives through the work 
of Church World Service. 

For the past 75 years, Church World Service has worked toward the goal of building a 
world where there is enough for all. Today it is an interfaith coalition with the mission of 
transforming communities around the globe through just and sustainable responses to 
hunger, poverty, displacement, and disaster. 

In Cambodia, for example, that means providing eggs, chickens, and climate  
adaptive crops to help families struggling with food shortages during the Pandemic. 

 
In a world where nearly 800 million people lack access to clean water, Church 

World Service works with communities to build and maintain sustainable water 
systems, such as solar-powered wells and cisterns. 
 

Since 1976, Church World Service is has helped refugees who are fleeing their 
homes amidst violence and persecution. The agency’s 23 refugee and  

 immigration offices are helping families integrate into local communities, find 
jobs and learn skills to support their new life in the United States. Here in  

 Oklahoma, volunteers recently assembled 750 backpacks with snacks, blankets 
and hygiene items to welcome asylum seekers along the southern U.S. border. 
 

When disaster strikes, such as Hurricane Ida or the Earthquake in Haiti, Church 
World Service not only provides emergency supplies like food and hygiene 
packages. It also works with communities to plan long-term recovery efforts. 

St. Stephen’s has set a goal of raising $5,000 to support this year’s CROP Hunger 
Walk, with virtual and in-person options to participate at 2 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 17. 
You can sign up in the loggia or register online at our St. Stephen’s team page 
at https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2021/team/st-stephens-norman. Thank 
you! 

https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2021/team/st-stephens-norman


 

From Jeannie’s Desk… 
The time to prevent climate change is past, some scientists say. Earth's climate has been in a 
stable state for about the last 10,000 years – unusually cold and unusually stable. Many  
believe that we have now entered a warmer, less stable time in our geological climate. (Christian 

Century, September 22, 2021, p. 25) Humanity will now be forced to address new questions, face fire 
and flood and storm in a more turbulent environment, and develop new ways of coping with the state of the 
earth. 
 
We have known for a very long time that humans were not doing well at caring for the planet. The planet that 
is our home, our food, our very breath. To be God's people in this, we inform ourselves, we act, and we pray. 
In that spirit, I offer words attributed to Manitongquat, a First American: 
Hear, O Humankind, the prayer of my heart 
For we are not one, have we not one desire, to heal our Mother Earth and gind her wounds 
to hear again fro dark forests and flashing rivers the varied ever-changing Song of Creation? 
O humankind, are we not all brothers and sisters, are we not the grandchildren of the Great Mystery? 
Do we not all want to love and be loved, to work and to play, to sing and dance together? 
 
To love and be loved, work and play, sing and dance together. Thoughts to fill our spirits this week as we 
honor World Communion Sunday. 
 
Peace..................... Jeannie 

Help Restock our St. Stephen’s “Little Free Pantry!”  
Our pantry is already getting lots of use! We will need to add items regularly. 
FAQs: 
When can I bring donations? Anytime! The pantry is always open. 
Where do I put my donations? Please put them directly in the pantry. They do not need to be  
delivered to the office. Feel free to move things around if you need more room. 
What if the pantry already looks full? Items are being taken regularly, so as long as you can fit 
them in, it is fine! 
What items can I donate? Any unopened, unexpired, non-perishable foods. Pop-top cans are best if 
bringing canned food. Personal hygiene items are also very useful, as food stamps cannot be used 
to purchase them. Travel-sized toiletries are great! If you bring individually wrapped snacks such 
as peanut butter cracker sandwiches, granola bars, apple sauce cups, or ramen, go ahead and 
open the box and set out the individual items so that they can be taken by multiple people. See the 
pictures below for some specific ideas!  
 
Thank you for your help 
in supplying this  
important neighborhood 
resource! 
 
 



   St. Stephen’s United Methodist Church 

405-321-4988 

1801 W. Brooks, Norman OK 73069 

www.ststephensnorman.org 

ststephensumc@coxinet.net 

Church services Sunday Morning 8:30 am  

and 10:50 am  Sunday School  at 9:40 

 

 

 

Kids Corner 

"The Baby in the Basket" tells how 

Moses was saved by Pharaoh's 

daughter. The class will "wonder" 

about what the word "Awe" means, 

solve a maze, a backwards bible 

verse, continue discovering the stars 

and constellations for the month of 

October and discover What Floats? as 

our group activities.  

 

See you in Sunday school! Ms. 

Lynnette  

 

 

 

Join us at 9:40am for Sunday School and then again from 4-
6pm for evening youth. We will be starting the Groove  
curriculum this coming week.  
 
Youth Lock in will be October 15th-16th. Parents I’ve sent out 
an email with more information on drop off and pick up times. 
If you have a youth student who would like to join us for the 
lock in, please get with me or Lauren in the church office. We 
will be playing games, watching movies, and painting the 
youth room.  
 
~Alyssa 

Youth Shen
anigans 

David Kelso Celebration of Life 

Lions Park-South Flood Avenue,  

Norman by the Firehouse Art Center. 

Street parking only.  

 

Sunday, October 3rd, 2021,  

Noon-5pm 

 

Live music from Michael Hosty, Travis 

Linville, The Empty Bottles, plus more 

live music in the works.  

Bring your family, picnic lunch, lawn 

chairs and share your favorite Kelso 

story if you desire.  

Wear silly socks and your favorite band 

or concert T-shirt! NO suits or crying 

allowed! 

Hello St. Stephens UMC! I 
am so excited to be joining 
your wonderful community 
as your new Director of 
Music. For as long as I 
have memory, music has 
been a central part of my 
life. It had such an impact 
on me as a child and youth 
that I decided to pursue a 
degree in music and com-
pleted my bachelors in K-
12 vocal and instrumental 
music education in 1991 at 
OU. My professional life has taken some twists and turns, 
but church music has always been there for me through all 
of life's ups and downs. 
 

I have a passion for leading and developing volunteers - I 
do that in my full time job as the Member Services  
Manager for Girl Scouts Western Oklahoma and I'm  
looking forward to doing that here at St. Stephens as well. 
When I'm not working you can find me at my homestead 
where my husband and I enjoy raising chickens and goats 
as well as tending our large raised bed gardens. We have 
two grown children - Megan, who is a senior at OU and 
Christian who works for the IT department at OU.  
 

I'm looking forward to meeting everyone and joining in on 
the many opportunities available at St. Stephens! 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Dc8dzPGn4-LCajFevTkh9LXY4rc7UcmcZEres6boX3f4cYLqKgf9dVv42KnjF9OVu5R_T-5eXhVhjRKOQUC2nLo7zqy-JU_UuLu19bUbJx24Z5_9_Lj7m0ByzAEKl7vLk0PpduXvnt8gXUeZjQYbn4cKFgNs3fON7BKIzivlfgg=&ver=3
http://www.ststephensnorman.org
http://www.rmnetwork.org/newrmn/

