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This Week in Worship 

September 6 
 

“Plagues 

and How to Remember Them” 
 

Exodus 12: 1-14 
 

Rev. Jeannie Himes  

 
September 6 

 

Adult Sunday School  
classes meet on Zoom 
each week at 9:30. If 
you would like to be  

included in a virtual Sunday School class, 
email the church office at  

ststephensumc@coxinet.net 
 
 

Outdoor service will be held at 8:30 am. 
Indoor worship begins at 10:50am. An 

abbreviated worship  
service will be streamed at 11:00am.   

This live stream can be accessed on  
Facebook Live 

 
Past sermon videos are always available through our  

website, ststephensnorman.org, on YouTube 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us  

Under the Trees!  

Outdoor Worship Service Sunday, 

September 6 at 8:30am, with Holy 

Communion 

 

GUIDELINES:  

Wearing masks & sitting 6 ft. apart, 

by family group.  Bring your own 

chair if you like. 

 

10:50am indoor worship and 11:00 

FB livestream as normally scheduled 

The Church Office will 

be closed on Monday, 

September 7 in  

observance of Labor 

Day 

Online Silent Auction Starts This Week! 
To benefit AIDS WALK OKC, the reconciling 
committee is pleased to present our first online 
silent auction.  Please take a few moments to 
look at the photos and descriptions on the 
next page, choose your favorites, and email 

your bids to Lauren in the church office at  
ststephensnormanok@gmail.com. (Please be sure to use this 
email address, since the coxinet address sometimes over-fills.)  
Bidding begins today and ends at 10:00 p.m. on Sunday,  
September 20.  Each week in between we will publish the latest 
top bids in the SHIELD, and you are invited to keep on bidding!  If 
desired, we will arrange porch drops for the highest bidders. 
 

We also welcome contributions in honor or in memory of someone 
you love.  To give in this way, please visit the St. Stephen’s  
website at ststephensnorman.org, click on “Give”, and type the 
name of the person you are honoring in the box next to the one- 
time donation box. 
 

St. Stephen’s has been a top fund-raiser for the Oklahoma City 
AIDS walk for many years.  Thank you in advance for helping us 
keep up this wonderful tradition even during these very  
challenging times, and much gratitude to those listed with the 
items for making this auction possible! 

https://www.facebook.com/ststephensnorman/
ststephensnorman.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aoWMEX73Asg&feature=youtu.be
mailto:ststephensnormanok@gmail.com


 

Life Happenings 

September 3, 2020 

 

We celebrate…. 

Happy Birthday Joan Hines! * New family in the Food & Shelter cottage! 

* Lynnette’s son returning from D.C. after attending the commemorative 

march on Washington * Happy Birthday Holly Van Auken and Lynn 

Dwyer 

Our prayers are with.... 

Several folks recovering from surgery: Kim Hogue, Allen Kmetz, Zane 

Hamm, Lisa Dills Zambrano * Communities along the Gulf Coast 

recovering from Hurricane Laura * All families and teachers/

administrators returning to in-person classrooms this week * Cities across 

our nation where protests are taking place * Friends & family of Kay 

Most’s friend, Deb, who recently passed away * Luke and Jimmy 

Richardson-Walker who recently said goodbye to long-time pet * Kathy 

Vanderburg and Amber Mathis’ mom, cancer * Mary and Gene Black * 

Persons in assisted living: Maureen Bynum, Paula Grove, Alta Chilson, 

Bob Johns, Wanda Mahoney and Saen Gibson  

 

This week at  
St. Stephen’s… 

 

Thursday, September 3: 
                             

Friday, September 4:  
  6:30 Living Room NA—Community  
                                                   Hall 
      

Saturday, September 5:  
     

Sunday, September 6:  
  8:30 Outdoor Worship Service 
  9:30 Online Adult Sunday School 
  11:00 Online Worship Service 
  6:00 Meditation—Zoom  
                 

Monday, September 7:  
  Labor Day-Church Office Closed 
   

Tuesday, September 8:  
                  

Wednesday, September 9:  
  2:30 Sacred Journey—Zoom 
  7:00 Choir—Zoom  
   

Silent Auction Items! 

Item #1 Hand-woven basket by Mary Lee.   
Dimensions 4” x 12” with 5 ½” base. 
 
Item #2 Pastel by Leslie Bohon-Bothwell.    
Dimensions 9” x 12” canvas. 
 
Item #3 Set of 4 placemats and matching table runner 
quilted by Rod Murrow.  Mat 18 ½” x 13 ½”; runner 40 

        ½” x 10 1/2”   
 
Item #4 Plug-in Warmer by Scentsy.  New in box, never used.  15-watt bulb included.  Donated by Rod  
Murrow. 
 
Item #5 Home-baked carrot cake by Roy Dowdy 
(Roy is offering two, so they go to the top two  
bidders!). Not pictured. 
 
Item #6 Five freezer-to-oven one dish meals,  
recipes included and made by reconciling  
committee members. Not pictured. 

#1 

#2 

#3 #4 

Reading Groups!    

 

Contact revjeankc@aol.com 

 

  Contact 

jhas1975@gmail.com 

Needing a place, a space, for quiet 
rest? A space to think, a place to 
breathe in the Spirit, and contemplate 
where life has taken you? 

The Sanctuary is available to you any 
time you can access the building. And the Labyrinth is 
out in Community Hall, for meditative walking. The 
office is open 8-4:30 Monday through Thursday, 8-
noon on Fridays. Or, call or text us to find ways to en-
ter at different times. 

https://www.indiebound.org/book/9781595553676
https://www.indiebound.org/book/9781400033416


From Jeannie’s Desk… 
 
 This week, in preparing for worship, I am thinking about the plagues. You know – the 
plagues of Egypt as Moses tried to free the slaves from Pharaoh: frogs, lice, sick animals, 

skin sores, hail, locusts, darkness, death. Lucky us – the Hebrew Bible thread is taking us into this, just as we 
are living with multiple plagues ourselves! Passover was the culmina-
tion of these plagues. 
 
I found this picture, which I guess is a vegetarian's Passover Seder 
plate:  
 
After some time had passed, the Children of Israel came to commemo-
rate a time of trouble and plague and pain with a celebration – a cele-
bration of having come through it and made it to the other side. 
 
It will be a while before we get there with our multiple plagues of 
2020. But the day will come when we will look back and remember. 
We will be changed, and what we will be is not yet known. Our pray-
ers and our work for health and justice will carry us through, to a dif-
ferent life. But it will be a life together. 
Peace, shalom.............. Jeannie 

 

Thank you to everyone who donated 

furniture and  

household goods to furnish our 

adopted cottage at Food & Shelter! 

We welcomed a new family this weekend , to a home 

filled with love! A very special thank you to Brenda 

Wheelock for her hard work and coordination, with 

assistance from Nanci Barthel and Rev. Jennifer. 

Fish Basket:  September's Fish Basket will go to 

support Kennedy teachers and staff. This is a 

scary and frustrating time for them as well. 

Though we are unable to support them in ways 

we used to, we still have solidarity with them 

through prayer and encouragement. Please be 

part of our Fish Basket and join me in praying… 

[Your name for addressing God,] 

May your ever present spirit accompany all 

who enter the classroom or the virtual-room. En-

dow our teachers with an abundance of patience 

as they learn to juggle classroom teaching with 

online teaching, sanitizing with distancing and 

masking, all while trying to be attentive to the 

needs of students. May they have patience for 

themselves as well, and grace to embody love and 

peace. Amen. 

St. Stephen’s 2020 

T-Shirts are Com-

ing!  Online order 

forms for the 2020 

t-shirt will be  

available in next 

week’s edition of 

The Shield.  Long-

sleeve/short-sleeve, 

and adult/youth options are available. 



 

 

 

 

KID’S CORNER 

This fall quarter starts with Wonder, a one-room  

Sunday school curriculum from Cokesbury. The month 

of September is devoted to the book of Genesis. This 

week we begin with the story of Creation, followed 

next week with the story of Abraham and Sarah's  

following God's instructions. There are activity sheets, 

crafts and new family devotions to explore with a 

comic page that helps connect kids with real life in 

the church in our weekly church mail.  

Stay safe and be kind young friends. Ms. Lynnette  

St. Stephen’s United Methodist Church 

405-321-4988 

1801 W. Brooks, Norman OK 73069 

www.ststephensnorman.org 

ststephensumc@coxinet.net 

Church services Sunday Morning 8:30 am  

and 10:50 am  Sunday School at 9:40 am 
OUR DONATION LINK!! 

Music Box 
 

 

 

This Sunday we will have the chance to sing 

the great hymn, “I Come With Joy”. Although 

the words were written by the 20th century 

British hymn writer Brian Wren, the tune, 

entitled Dove of Peace, first appeared in the 

1835 American hymnal, “Southern Harmony”. 

The blending of words and tunes created at 

different times and places is one of the most 

fascinating aspects of hymnody. Stay tuned in 

the following weeks for more hymn facts. If 

you have a favorite that you would like to 

know more about, just let me know. May you 

week be blessed with music. See you in 

church! Peace, Vicki  

 

 
 

 
After many weeks of having only zoom meetings, we 
are finally going to be able to meet in person!! I cannot 
begin to explain how excited I am to be able to see 
each of our youth students again!! 

Sunday September 6th we will not have youth group 
due to the Labor Day holiday. Sunday September 13th 
we will have in person youth from 4-5:30pm at the 
church. All students will be required to wear masks for 
the duration. We will start our new “Groove” curricu-
lum on the 13th as well. We will start meeting every oth-
er Sunday in person and having zoom sessions the oth-
er weeks. Dinner is still being provided each in person 
week.  
 
~Alyssa 

Youth Shen
angians 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Loggia Garden recently got some  
outstanding improvements and restoration.  
Thank you to the donors and Steve Hill  
Landscape & Design for the new look! 

http://www.ststephensnorman.org
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Dc8dzPGn4-LCajFevTkh9LXY4rc7UcmcZEres6boX3f4cYLqKgf9dVv42KnjF9OVu5R_T-5eXhVhjRKOQUC2nLo7zqy-JU_UuLu19bUbJx24Z5_9_Lj7m0ByzAEKl7vLk0PpduXvnt8gXUeZjQYbn4cKFgNs3fON7BKIzivlfgg=&ver=3
http://www.rmnetwork.org/newrmn/

