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This Week in Worship 
 

September 26, 2021 
 

Esther 4: 12-14, 7:1-10 
 

“If Not You, Then Who?” 
 

Rev. Jeannie Himes 

 October 3  
Roundtable event 

on Reparations 
This year’s Fall Roundtable 
is on Reparations. The 
Roundtable will be virtual 

and on Sunday Oct. 3, 4:00-5:30,  The  
speaker will be Danne’ Johnson, Constance 
Baker Motley Professor of Law at OCU. The 
program will follow the normal format of a 
presentation, small group discussion and Q&A 
with the speaker. 
 
Topics the speaker will address and topics  
participants will discuss: 

 What are reparations? 

 What are the historical successes and  
     failures of reparations programs 

 What do you think are the best means for  
     making reparations? What are your  
     concerns? 

 What can St. Stephen’s and the Oklahoma    
     UMC do to make reparations happen?  
 How would you convince someone to sup-

port reparations politically? 
 
Small and large group discussion on Zoom will  
focus on these engaging questions. Make 
plans to join us as we face disturbing events 
that led to the need for reparations and an  
enlightening discussion as we learn what can 
be done. Pre-registration for the event will be 
required. See next week’s Shield for the pre-
registration and sign up procedure.  

Preparations for Arriving Afghan Families 
Many preparations are underway for Afghan  
families and there are many opportunities for  
volunteers. We expect 3 families to resettle in  
Norman over the next month and more over the next 
several months.  If you find a need you can help  
fulfill, sign up to provide furnishings in the Housing 
Sign Up Genius and/or sign up to volunteer in the 
Volunteer Sign Up Genius. 
 

The Housing Sign Up has changed slightly to  
become more Afghan culturally appropriate. 
Housing: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/30E084AAAA72AA4FF2-furnishings 
 

The Volunteer Sign Up is new and affords the  
opportunity to sign for a committee, which includes 
volunteering and planning, as well as sign up to just 
volunteer for a certain task. Volunteer:https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/30e084aaaa72aa4ff2-
refugee 
 

The immediate and crucial need is housing. If 
you have a lead, please contact Brent Smith 
(bsmith103@gmail.com). Other areas that we need 
help covering: 
*Local drivers  *Family Liaison 
*English as Second Language tutoring 
*Childcare   *Multicultural awareness 
*Financial support (can be made by check or online  
  to St. Stephen’s with “Norman Coalition for  
  Refugee Support in memo line) 

Tuesday, September 28 is our regular 

Food & Shelter for Friends meal day 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E084AAAA72AA4FF2-furnishings
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E084AAAA72AA4FF2-furnishings
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e084aaaa72aa4ff2-refugee
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e084aaaa72aa4ff2-refugee
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e084aaaa72aa4ff2-refugee


 

 
 
 
 
 

Thursday, September 23:  
  12:00 Lunch Bunch—outside 
  7:00 NYSH—Lyle Hall 
 
Friday, September 24:  
  6:30 Living Room NA—Community  
                                                        Hall 
     
Saturday, September 25: 
  9:30 Intermediate Tai Chi—Community 
Hall  
     
Sunday, September 19:  
  8:30 Worship Service—Sanctuary 
  9:30 Sunday School 
  10:50 Worship Service—Sanctuary 
  4:00 Youth—Lyle Hall 
  4:30 Ring with Joy—Sanctuary 
  6:00 Meditation—Zoom 
     
Monday, September 27:   
 

Tuesday, September 28: Food &  
Shelter meal   
 
Wednesday, September 22 : 
  2:30 Sacred Journey—Room 12 /Zoom 
  6:00 Fellowship of the Ringers—                            
                                                  Sanctuary 
  7:00 Choir—Sanctuary 

 This Week at  
St. Stephen’s 

Life Happenings 

September 19, 2021 

We celebrate…Happy Birthday to Brent Smith, Sally Suit, Stacey Bedgood, 

Anne Taylor and Linda Ashton! Happy First Birthday to Amber Orta, daughter 

of Ruth Orta * Jackie Farley’s brother and his wife, who are visiting to  

celebrate his birthday with them * Brenda Wheelock, Nanci Barthel and all 

who helped set up and furnish St. Stephen’s Food & Shelter cottage *  

Jennifer McDanel’s friend, Missy, who is finally home after a stay in the ICU 

due to COVID. We are glad she was home in time for her birthday! * Kimen 

Allen is thankful for St. Stephen’s love and support throughout David Kelso’s 

illness.  

Our prayers are with…Betty Richtmeyer, after George’s passing on  

Tuesday * Family and friends of David Kelso as they mourn his passing and 

prepare for his Celebration of Life this upcoming weekend * David Wilson-

Burns on the death of his Aunt Melinda * Ann Hochman on the death of her 

sister, Kim * Linda Ashton, as she recovers from surgery * Len Thomas,  

having knee surgery this week * Sharon Gray, having cataract/glaucoma  

surgery this week * Tava Edwards, who will start chemotherapy this week * 

Paula Grove on hospice care * Jackie and Susan, who will be traveling this 

week * Marcia Jackson, who lost many friends this week (some to COVID) 

and their families * Evie Sondag, having a root canal this week while away 

from home at college * Luke Richardson-Walker’s coworker from the  

Philippines, who is in Baltimore with her son for surgery and continuing  

complications * All who are affected by COVID, including Kay Most’s brother 

and his wife, who have breakthrough infections and Jane Kerswill’s cousin, 

Deanna, who could not take the vaccine due to severe Lupus and now has 

COVID * Amber Mathis’ mother  and Jeannie Himes, cancer treatment *  

Refugees from Haiti being turned back from the U.S. at the southern border * 

Those unable to be in worship: Don Schroeder, Barbara Benton, Gene & Mary 

Black, Betty Richtmeyer, Carolyn Eckert, Wanda Mahoney, Bobbie Lamb, 

Maureen Bynum  

Our St. Stephen’s Little Free Pantry or “Blessings Box” is up and running! This project 

originated over a year ago when Rev. Ahren-Sims suggested the idea. The Community 

Action Committee agreed and began seeking a builder. At the beginning of 2021,  

Susan Arn spoke to a friend, David Lotz, who is a carpenter and woodworker and asked if he would be interested in 

making the box. David donated both his time and many of the materials for the box. He worked diligently with  

Susan, and he completed and installed the project the first week of September.  His passion for the project is  

obvious by the quality of his work. We are so thankful for David’s dedication and hard work! Now that it is in place, 

it will take our St. Stephen’s village to keep the pantry stocked! It is located by the southeast side of the St.  

Stephen’s parking lot, near the Brooks entrance. We welcome ongoing donations of non-perishable foods and/or 

personal hygiene items for those in our community. Please keep current outdoor temperatures in mind when  

leaving food items, as the pantry is not refrigerated! Suggested items (that should all be well-sealed to not invite 

insects!) include: canned foods (pop-tops if possible), beans, rice, breakfast bars, apple sauce, packaged snacks, 

cereal, peanut butter, deodorant, toothpaste, toothbrushes, bar soap, menstrual products, etc. Direct questions to 

Susan Arn or Erin Moore. To read more about the mini pantry movement, look online at: littlefreepantry.org 

http://littlefreepantry.org


From Jeannie’s Desk… 
A portion of the blessing “For Empathy”, by Meta Herrick Carlson: 
 
The world is not lacking opinions simplified by hindsight, 

advice for the weary, subscriptions to the standardized. 
But we are starving for love that resists these defenses, 
that can stand in the midst of suffering without getting too awkward 
or filling the silence with trite proverbs, wanting to earn its place by fixing 
what doesn't need fixing at all. 
 
What can we do in difficult times? We are people of words. And we are not particularly comfortable 
with silence. But there are times when there are just no words that rise to the occasion. When it's 
too late for constructive criticism, too soon for analysis, too painful for platitudes, silence is actually 
better. Being present with one another matters, and being silently present IS doing something.  
Sitting silently in empathy is feeling the struggle of another, the pain of loss, the stabbing of regrets. 
And it matters, and it says to the other “you matter, and what you feel matters”. 
 
When you find yourself in a place where someone is suffering, be there, without looking for the non
-existent words that might fix things. 
Blessings to you................ Jeannie 

Oct. 17 CROP Hunger Walk Provides Virtual, In-Person Options 
As vulnerable people in our community and around the world face even greater challenges this 
year because of COVID-19, we invite you to join us in response by supporting the 37th annual 
Cleveland County CROP Walk to Stop Hunger on Sunday, Oct. 17. 

You can support this year’s CROP Hunger Walk in one of three ways: 

 By walking with our St. Stephen’s team and community – masked up – on Sunday, Oct.17, 
at Andrews Park, 201 W. Daws. Check-in will be at 1:30 p.m., and the send-off will be at 2 
p.m.;  

 By walking independently or with family on the path of your choice, such as your neighborhood or treadmill; 

 By being a Spirit Walker and supporting the walk virtually through your gifts and prayers. 
CROP – Communities Responding to Overcome Poverty – is a charity walk that raises money and awareness to 
fight hunger locally and globally. Proceeds support the international development, refugee assistance and disaster 
relief efforts of Church World Service. Twenty-five percent of the funds stay here in Norman to support Food and 
Shelter. 
“The pandemic has really opened my eyes to the number of people in our community who are food insecure,” said 
Food and Shelter Director April Heiple, noting that the number of people served by the agency’s food pantry went 
from just under 8,000 in 2019 to 17,925 in 2020. “CROP Walk helps us make sure people don’t fall through the 
cracks.” 
The theme for this year’s walk is “The poor we shall always have with us, but why the hungry?” inspired by a quote 
by John van Hengel, the father of the food bank movement. 
The Oct. 17 walk at Andrews Park will offer 3-mile and 2-mile route options and feature live musical entertainment 
by Manyawi World Music Ensemble, Norman Singers as well as local singer/songwriters collecting “Tips for CROP 
Walk.” Friendly, leashed pets are welcome. 
This year, children and youth are invited to design their own signs to carry in the walk. Cash prizes will be awarded 
for the top three sign designs. For those unable to walk the route, CROP Walk is once again offering “CROP 
Rock,” with rocking chairs for participants who want to show their support for CROP and join in the fun of the  
community gathering. 
 
St. Stephen’s members are invited to sign up for the walk and receive sponsor envelopes this Sunday and each 
week preceding the event. Walkers are encouraged to raise funds online and join the St. Stephen’s team page at 
https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2021/team/st-stephens-norman. 
Last year, St. Stephen’s raised more than $5,000 to support the local CROP Walk, and we hope to do that once 
more. Join us in helping meet urgent needs of hungry people in our community and around the world by  
supporting the CROP Hunger Walk! For more information, contact Brenda Wheelock at 620-1305. 

https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2021/team/st-stephens-norman


 

   St. Stephen’s United Methodist Church 

405-321-4988 

1801 W. Brooks, Norman OK 73069 

www.ststephensnorman.org 

ststephensumc@coxinet.net 

Church services Sunday Morning 8:30 am  

and 10:50 am  Sunday School  at 9:40 

 

 

 

Kids Corner 
 

Our faith work for September is  

Reconciliation. In "Joseph and His  

Brothers Reunited", Joseph wanted his 

brothers to feel remorse and he arrested 

one to let the others understand what 

they had done to him. There are origami 

paper pyramids to fold, coin rubbings, a 

brother's path maze and sticky art to  

create for our classroom activities.  

 

See you in Sunday school! Ms. Lynnette  

 

 

 

Join us each Sunday morning at 9:40am for Sunday 

school and then again from 4-6pm for evening youth.  

 

Parents be on the lookout for an email to discuss a 

lock-in in October and also the Fall Carnival coming 

up at the end of October.  

 

If you have a student who would like to join us and 

have any questions, please feel free to reach out to 

me or Lauren in the church office.  

 

~Alyssa 

Youth Shen
anigans 

Thursday, September 30th at 

noon in the shade in front of 

St. Stephen’s. Bring a lunch, 

and join us for a time of mid-

week fellowship! 

David Kelso Celebration of Life 

Lions Park-South Flood Avenue, Norman by the Firehouse Art Center. Street parking only.  

Sunday, October 3rd, 2021, Noon-5pm 

Live music from Michael Hosty, Travis Linville, The Empty Bottles, plus more live music in the 

works.  

Bring your family, picnic lunch, lawn chairs and share your favorite Kelso story if you desire.  

Wear silly socks and your favorite band or concert T-shirt! NO suits or crying allowed! 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Dc8dzPGn4-LCajFevTkh9LXY4rc7UcmcZEres6boX3f4cYLqKgf9dVv42KnjF9OVu5R_T-5eXhVhjRKOQUC2nLo7zqy-JU_UuLu19bUbJx24Z5_9_Lj7m0ByzAEKl7vLk0PpduXvnt8gXUeZjQYbn4cKFgNs3fON7BKIzivlfgg=&ver=3
http://www.ststephensnorman.org
http://www.rmnetwork.org/newrmn/

