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This Week in Worship 
 

September 19, 2021 
 

James 3:13—4:3 
 

“More Wisdom” 
 

Rev. Jeannie Himes 

Our St. Stephen’s Little Free Pantry or 

“Blessings Box” is up and running! It is located 

by the southeast side of the parking lot, near 

the entrance. We welcome donations of non-

perishable foods and/or personal hygiene 

items for those in our community. Please 

keep current outdoor temperatures in mind 

when leaving food items, as the pantry is not 

refrigerated! To read more about the mini 

pantry movement, look online at:  

littlefreepantry.org 

 

Pictures from 

Youth  

Sunday,  

September 12 

https://www.littlefreepantry.org/


 

 
 
 
 
 
Thursday, September 16:  
  12:00 Lunch Bunch—outside 
  7:00 NYSH—Lyle Hall 
 
Friday, September 17:  
  6:30 Living Room NA—Community Hall 
     
Saturday, September 18: 
  9:30 Intermediate Tai Chi—Community Hall  
‘  2:00 CF Moore Memorial Service—Sanctuary  
     
Sunday, September 19:  
  8:30 Worship Service—Sanctuary 
  9:30 Sunday School 
  10:50 Worship Service—Sanctuary 
  4:00 Youth—Lyle Hall 
  4:30 Ring with Joy—Sanctuary 
  6:00 Meditation—Zoom 
     
Monday, September 20:   
  7:00 Administrative Council—Zoom 
 

Tuesday, September 21:   
  7:00 Fiction Club—Zoom/Room11 
 
Wednesday, September 22 : 
  2:30 Sacred Journey—Room 12 /Zoom 
  6:00 Fellowship of the Ringers—Sanctuary 
  7:00 Choir—Sanctuary 
     

 This Week at  
St. Stephen’s 

Life Happenings 

September 12, 2021 

We celebrate…Happy Birthday to Leslie Bohon-Bothwell! *  

Happy 73
rd

 Anniversary to Gene & Mary Black! * We are thankful 
for the outstanding, talented St. Stephen’s youth, for Alyssa, our  
wonderful Youth Director, and for all who helped with Youth  
Mission Week and Youth Sunday  
Our prayers are with…David Kelso’s family and friends,  
especially Dana and David Jr., upon his passing Tuesday  
morning * Ann Hochman, on the death of her sister, Kim * George 
and Betty Richtmeyer, as George is now on hospice care * Paula 
Grove, on hospice care * Tava Edwards with continuing health 
concerns * Linda Ashton having surgery this week * Don  
MacGorman’s father, who is beginning hospice care * Erin 
Moore’s friend from Iowa City whose husband is dealing with a 
new cancer diagnosis * All who are affected by COVID,  
including Kay Most’s brother who is positive right after his  
honeymoon and Jane Kerswill’s cousin, Deanna, who could not 
take the vaccine due to severe Lupus and has now contracted 
COVID and Nanci Barthel’s friend, whose 25 year-old son, Aaron, 
recently passed away from COVID. We also pray for Aaron’s wife 
and baby * Amber Mathis’ mother with cancer * Jeannie Himes, 
cancer treatment * Those unable to be in worship: Don  
Schroeder, Barbara Benton, Gene & Mary Black, George & Betty 
Richtmeyer, Carolyn Eckert, Wanda Mahoney, Bobbie Lamb, 
Maureen Bynum  

Memorial Service for  

CF Moore 

Saturday, September 18  

2:00pm 

St. Stephen’s UMC  

Please note: The church directory has a misprint in  

the Kelsos’ address. They live on Crestmont. 

Your Fish Basket contributions at work! 
From Jo-Marie Claassen, chair of Masandise Study Aid in South Africa: 
 
What a wonderful donation! Please thank the pastor and the congregation for their  
generosity, which will pay for the lodgings of our latest protegé for two whole months—
this is truly an answer to prayer! 
  
Thank you, thank you, thank you! 

https://www.givengain.com/cause/3746/campaigns/11546/
https://www.givengain.com/cause/3746/campaigns/11546/


From Jeannie’s Desk... 

It's a hot topic these days – why help people from other countries, when we don't 
even know who they are? What makes them deserve our help anyway? 
In her book Immigration and the Bible – a guide for Radical Welcome, UM minister 

Joan Maruskin wrote: 
 
“The Bible is the ultimate immigration handbook. It was written by, for, and about migrants,  
immigrants, refugees, and asylum seekers. It gives directions for responding to sisters and  
brothers from around the world who come to a land seeking safety, sanctuary, and sustenance.” 
 
The Bible tells us how Jesus, Mary, and Joseph fled their homeland for a foreign land, seeking 
safety. It tells of the immigration of Abraham, and of the children of Israel as they sought to the 
gift of food from Egypt. Scriptures tell us over and over that hospitality to strangers is a mark of 
our faith. And a number of scholars make the case that the real sin of Sodom was a lack of  
hospitality to strangers, as the townspeople sought to harm the guests whom Lot was sheltering. 
 
So, one answer to the question of why help refugees, who are not like us, who are unknown to 
us, is this: we do it because of who we are, not because of who they are. We are people of a faith 
that tells us to welcome. We are people who have been shown grace, and now offer grace to  
others. We are people whose religion teaches compassion. 
 
In the coming weeks you will hear more about our response to refugees. You have been gracious 
and generous. You have done that because of who you are.  Thank you. 
 
Blessings.............. Jeannie 

Thursday,  

September 16th 

noon in the shade 

in front of St.  

Stephen’s. Bring a 

lunch and lawn 

chair, and join us! 

 

OKC AIDS Walk 2021  

Sunday, September 19 

Noon at Myriad Gardens 

To contribute, you may give to 

St. Stephen’s via check or online 

with “AIDS Walk” in the memo  

                              line. 

Meet Marci Corey, St. Stephen’s new Director of Music 

Ministries! She will be joining the choirs for rehearsals on 

Wednesday, September 29, and her first Sunday with us will 

be October 3. 

She is currently wrapping up her work with the music  

department at Piedmont UMC, and works full time for the Girl 

Scouts of Western Oklahoma. Be on the lookout for more  

introductory information, to welcome her in a few weeks! 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRtVyNeO-DlyDbYQgH9FUJZrHO3iVYxvvxhHjRfLOeq662EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pboubakFCfZrDvjbIwOUtyqTKI=


 

   St. Stephen’s United Methodist Church 

405-321-4988 

1801 W. Brooks, Norman OK 73069 

www.ststephensnorman.org 

ststephensumc@coxinet.net 

Church services Sunday Morning 8:30 am  

and 10:50 am  Sunday School  at 9:40 

 

 

 

Kids Corner 
 

In "Joseph Saves the Day" Joseph has gone 

from prison to being Egypt's second-in-

command. The class will work together to 

create  "Dream Team" posters, decipher 

Egyptian hieroglyphs, play Gather and Save, 

and use bubbles to explore reconciliation 

through forgiveness.  

 

See you in Sunday school! Ms. Lynnette  

 

 

 

 YOUTH SUNDAY WAS AWESOME!! Special 

thanks to each student for their participation. We 

have an amazing group of young people who are  

connected, involved, brilliant, and so much more. 

They worked hard to make Youth Sunday a success 

and were excited to share their experiences. If you 

were unable to join us in person or during the live 

stream, I would highly encourage you to go to the 

church website or Facebook page and watch the  

service. I promise you will not be disappointed.  

 

Join us each Sunday morning at 9:40am for Sunday 

school and then again from 4-6pm for evening youth.  

 

If you have a student who would like to join us and 

have any questions please feel free to reach out to 

me or Lauren in the church office.  

 

Blessings,  

Alyssa 

Youth Shen
anigans Music Box  

 

Our bells are ringing again!  
Wednesday and Sunday rehearsals 
are under way! Now is the perfect 
time to join one of our handbell choirs 
as we get re-started.  
 
Contact venitamacgorman@cox.net 
for more information 

Save the Date: 

 October 3  

Roundtable event on Reparations 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Dc8dzPGn4-LCajFevTkh9LXY4rc7UcmcZEres6boX3f4cYLqKgf9dVv42KnjF9OVu5R_T-5eXhVhjRKOQUC2nLo7zqy-JU_UuLu19bUbJx24Z5_9_Lj7m0ByzAEKl7vLk0PpduXvnt8gXUeZjQYbn4cKFgNs3fON7BKIzivlfgg=&ver=3
http://www.ststephensnorman.org
http://www.rmnetwork.org/newrmn/

