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This Week in Worship 
 

August 21, 2022 
 

John 12: 24-26 

 

“Organic Church” 
 

Dr. Amy Oden 
 

Sunday, August 14 

Youth Sunday   

Blessing of the Backpacks 

The reconciling committee is 
once again supporting the  
September AIDS walk with a 
“mini” silent auction.  We are in 
search of 7 or 8 donations that 
will likely bring great bids.  Nice 

or unique physical items, event tickets, and  
interesting experiences are all possibilities.  If you 
have something to donate, please email Carol  
Mason at carolms1223@gmail.com or phone her at 
405.202.2929 ASAP.   
 

This year’s auction will be a hybrid of in-person and 

online bidding opportunities from September 4th 

through 11th.  We look forward to the fun we always 

have as we support this important cause, and we 

thank you in advance for your generosity!   

Movie Night!  
Hosted by the Reconciling  
Committee, you are invited to 
join us Friday, August 26 at 8pm 
for a screening of “A Secret 
Love” (2020). See the official 
trailer here.  
 

Weather permitting, we will be 
watching this movie in the  
courtyard, under the stars! 

More  

pictures  

on page 

3! 

Join us for food and fellowship! Lunch 

Bunch is meeting THIS 

FRIDAY, August 19, at 

noon in the loggia. Bring 

your lunch and enjoy some 

time together! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ghv3-lpFOcc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ghv3-lpFOcc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ghv3-lpFOcc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ghv3-lpFOcc


 

 
 
 
 
 
Thursday, August 18:  
  7:00 Care Team—Zoom 
  7:00 NYSH—Lyle Hall 
 
Friday, August 19:  
  12:00 Lunch Bunch—Loggia 
  6:30 Living Room NA—Room 11 
 
Saturday, August 20: 
  9:30 Intermediate Tai  Chi—Community Hall 
  10:00 Genderqueer Book Group—Room 12 
  10:00 NA event—outside 
   1:00 NA event—Loggia 
   6:00 Reconciling Committee Pool Party— 
                                                Debbie & Mary’s 
     
Sunday, August 21:  
   8:30 Worship Service—Sanctuary 
   9:40 Sunday School—various locations 
  10:50 Worship Service—Sanctuary 
   4:00 Youth—Lyle Hall 
   6:00 Meditation—Zoom 
     
Monday, August 22:  
  7:00 Administrative Council—Room 12/ Zoom 
 

Tuesday, August 23:  Food & Shelter  
                           meal and Election Day 
 
Wednesday, August 24: 
  1:30 Sacred Journey—Room 12  
  6:00 Fellowship of the Ringers—Sanctuary 
  7:00 Choir—Sanctuary 

 This Week at  
St. Stephen’s 

Life Happenings 

August 14, 2022 

 

We celebrate…Happy Birthday to Rod Murrow, Sharon Ringrose, 

Lucas Moore, Brenda Wheelock, Becky LeClair’s son, Bryce (35), 
and Julie Sondag’s father (90)! * Happy Anniversary to Melissa & 
Tim Duncan (32) and Kay & Joe Antinoro (57)! * Alyssa Miller, youth 
sponsors, and our St. Stephen’s youth who held a wonderful  
Stockholders’ Dinner and Youth Sunday! * Amy Prince who led the 
chef crew for the youth Stockholders’ Dinner! * Kimen Allen’s new 
job!  
 
Our prayers are with...Sandi Sharp-Hayes, whose mother-in-law, 
Kitty, just went on hospice * Tim Duncan, whose Uncle Jim’s son 
passed away this week * Karla Bonzie, diagnosed with breast  
cancer * Melinda Russell, recovering from surgery for a broken  
ankle on the site of a previous ankle surgery * Rick Sondag’s  
brother-in-law, Jay, starting treatment for esophageal cancer *  
Lucas Moore’s mother, hospitalized again * Bob Hines, recovering 
at home from recent health problems * Terri Sarsycki, traveling to 
visit her sister-in-law, Charlene, whose cancer has returned again * 
Angie’s friend, Barbara, entering hospice tomorrow, and her clergy 
friend, Cheryl, with COVID * Jack Chinn, seeing a surgeon next 
week about continuing back pain * Rachel McDanel, seeing an  
orthopedic surgeon about shoulder pain * Julie Sondag, traveling to 
take Audrey to college * Norman Public Schools faculty, staff, and  
students as school begins this week * St. Stephen’s members with 
COVID * The people of Ukraine * Afghan families supported by the 
Refugee Coalition, especially this week, which marks the  
anniversary of the U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan * Tava  
Edwards and Amber Mathis’ mother, undergoing cancer treatment * 
Tony Bradley’s sister, Saen Gibson, in assisted living * Those  
unable to be in worship: Bill & Linda Reese, Don Schroeder, Gene & 
Mary Black, Carolyn Eckert, Wanda Mahoney, Bobbie Lamb, 
Maureen Bynum, Harold & Pat Dallam, and Louise Lazalier  

Online sign up 

for Sunday  

morning  

liturgists 
https://signup.com/client/invitation2

/secure/11469841168205180119

/false?popup=true#/invitation 
 

Online sign up for  

Sunday morning greeters 
https://signup.com/go/JxEgLnK  

Reconciling Committee Pool Party! 

 

Saturday, August 20 6pm  

at Debbie & Mary’s house 

Book Discussion on Gender Queer  
this Saturday, August 20 at 10:00 am 
 
Gender Queer is one of the most banned books in 
the United States.  This graphic novel gives us a 
much deeper understanding of author Maia  
Kobabe's experience as a young person trying to 
sort through who s/he is from several different  
perspectives.  Maia is very honest in sharing her  
internal conversations as well as a variety of  
conversations with others, particularly with her sister 
and her mom. Anyone who has read the book  

is welcome to participate in the discussion, even if you didn't sign up 
ahead of time for the group.  We will meet in room 12.  For questions, 
contact Dianne Peters or Alyssa Miller. 

https://signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/11469841168205180119/false?popup=true#/invitation
https://signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/11469841168205180119/false?popup=true#/invitation
https://signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/11469841168205180119/false?popup=true#/invitation
https://signup.com/go/JxEgLnK


From Jeannie’s Desk... 
 

 
Meet our Guest Minister for Sunday, August 21,  
Dr. Amy Oden!  
Born and raised on the prairies of Oklahoma, Amy has 
found her spiritual home under the wide-open sky. She 

earned her PhD in Religious Studies at Southern Methodist University,  
writing her dissertation on Augustine. Over the last 30 years, she has served 
on the faculties of Oklahoma City University, Saint Paul School of Theology 
and Wesley Theological Seminary where she also served as Dean.  She now 
is an itinerant professor, teaching at several seminaries. Amy is committed in 
her scholarship to illuminating ancient voices for Christian life today,  
introducing spiritual practices that can ground and nourish lives of following Jesus into the world. 
Her most recent book is Right Here, Right Now: The Practice of Christian Mindfulness (Abingdon, 
2017).  
 

Youth Swim Party for welcoming the upcoming 6th 

graders! Thank you Marcie and Jarried for hosting! 

 

Sunday,  

August 14 
 

Refugee Update 
The Refugee Coalition (NCRS) is announcing some new  
developments. The Coalition has been approved as a 501(c)3  
organization and donations can now be made directly the new  
website at nc4rs.org.  St. Stephens graciously provided the non-
profit status for the Coalition for the last couple years. Now, instead 
of making financial donations for the Coalition to St. Stephens,  
donations should now be made directly to NCRS by check or  
electronically on the website. The Coalition is deeply grateful for the 
support of the St. Stephens community. 
 
Another new development is the focus of guiding the refugee  
families to independence as some enter stage 3, the final stages of 
resettlement.  Several families have been in Norman for over 7 
months and shown much progress in employment, language skills 
and providing for the needs of their family. Two families have  
members chosen to speak at the St. Stephens Roundtable  
September 18. More information will follow in next week's Shield.  

https://www.nc4rs.org/


 

   St. Stephen’s United Methodist Church 

405-321-4988 

1801 W. Brooks, Norman OK 73069 

www.ststephensnorman.org 

ststephensumc@coxinet.net 

Church services Sunday Morning 8:30 am  

and 10:50 am  Sunday School  at 9:40 

 
Thank you to everyone who made the  

Stockholders dinner, youth Sunday, and the youth 

swim party such a success this past weekend!  

 

We will be back to normal evening youth this week 

from 4-6pm and Sunday school at 9:40am.  

 

Next event will be Sept. 11th and we will be  

attending the Youth Interfaith Tour in OKC. More 

info coming on that.  

 

If you have a student in grades 6-12th we would 

like to join us and you have any questions, please 

reach out to Alyssa (alyjmil@yahoo.com).  

Music Box 
 
Choir is back in full swing, and bells are coming soon! 
 

Be on the lookout for information about a Bells Basics session 
that will be offered August 27, if you’re looking for a way to get 
involved in the music department! 

Youth Shenanigans
 Kids Corner 

 

 

We all need each other to help one another 

and our communities.  In "Paul Writes to the 

Corinthians" Paul uses metaphors of body 

parts to teach how every one has a spiritual 

gift. The children will find "What's Different," 

missing vowels and join in a collaborative 

painting activity.   

 

See you in Sunday school! Ms. Lynnette   

Thank you to our Youth group, Youth leaders, and Youth stockholders 
for a great Saturday evening dinner together! 

The Reconciling  
Committee invites you to 
visit our loggia bulletin 
board about 
“pinkwashing.” We believe 
this information will be  
informative.  Our goal is to 
get each of us talking 
about it and sharing our  
experiences & knowledge 
so we can make socially 
just purchases.  Thank 
you. 

Good luck, 
students and 
teachers! 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Dc8dzPGn4-LCajFevTkh9LXY4rc7UcmcZEres6boX3f4cYLqKgf9dVv42KnjF9OVu5R_T-5eXhVhjRKOQUC2nLo7zqy-JU_UuLu19bUbJx24Z5_9_Lj7m0ByzAEKl7vLk0PpduXvnt8gXUeZjQYbn4cKFgNs3fON7BKIzivlfgg=&ver=3
http://www.ststephensnorman.org
http://www.rmnetwork.org/newrmn/


St. Stephen’s Mask Requirements 

Due to the CDC recently changing their guidelines, St. Stephen’s is 
currently gathering information for considering dropping our  
current mask policy. As always, if the current status of covid  
infections in our community changes, the policy may be  
re-instated.  

 
Please let us know your feedback on this issue by returning your completed survey by 9am on 
Wednesday, August 24. You may turn in your completed survey in a basket in the loggia, by 
mail, or by coming by the church office during office hours. 
 
1. Since we have been wearing masks in worship consistently, have you been attending  
      worship in person? 
 
      ___Yes 
 
      ___No, I’ve been staying home to protect myself 
 
2. Would you feel comfortable in worship without a mask requirement? 
 
     ___Yes 
 
     ___No 
 
3. Would you wear a mask even if not required? 
 
     ___Yes 
 
     ___No 
 
4. Would you avoid coming to worship if not everyone is masked? 
 
     ___Yes 
 
     ___No  
 
5. What else would you like church staff to know about the possibility of dropping the mask 

policy? You may also write on the back of the survey or email thoughts/ concerns/  
     comments to ststephensnormanok@gmail.com 
 


