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This Week in Worship 
 

August 14, 2022 
 

 

“Our Trip Down South” 
 

St. Stephen’s Youth Group 
 

 

Youth Sunday  

August 14 

Please join us August 14 

for Youth Sunday. Our 
students will lead the  

services and will talk 
about their experiences 

from the mission trip to Biloxi. I promise, you won’t want 

to miss!! 

Back-to-school Blessing of 
the Backpacks will be celebrated 
Sunday, August 14th, during  
children's time at both services. All  
children/youth are welcome to bring 
their backpacks for a special prayer 
and to receive a St. Stephen's  
luggage tag and a special gift. Our  
children can remember they are loved 
by their church family every time they 
grab their backpacks. 

The reconciling committee is 
once again supporting the 
September AIDS walk with a 
“mini” silent auction.  We are 
in search of 7 or 8 donations 
that will likely bring great 

bids.  Nice or unique physical items, event  
tickets, and interesting experiences are all  
possibilities.  If you have something to donate, 
please email Carol Mason at  
carolms1223@gmail.com or phone her at 
405.202.2929 ASAP.   
 

This year’s auction will be a hybrid of in-person 

and online bidding opportunities from September 

4th through 11th.  We look forward to the fun we 

always have as we support this important cause, 

and we thank you in advance for your  

generosity!   

Book Sale update!  

Thanks to the organizing efforts of Cheryl 
Frech and other volunteers, the 2022 Used 
Book Sale raised about $730! This will go a 
long way in our Little Pantry fund, as we 
strive to make sure the pantry is a useful 
resource for our neighbors. 

Sacred Journey resumes Wednesday, August 10 

NEW TIME!  1:30pm-3:00pm 

NEW STUDIES FOR A NEW SCHOOL YEAR!  ALWAYS WELCOMING NEW  MEMBERS! 
Come check us out...become a new regular or  

just drop in every once in a while for a midweek uplift! 



 

 
 
 
 
 
Thursday, August 11:  
  5:30 Girl Scout Service Unit—Community Hall 
 
Friday, August 12:  
  6:30 Living Room NA—Room 11 
 
Saturday, August 13: 
  9:30 Intermediate Tai  Chi—Community Hall 
  1:00 Sally Vanderwater memorial—Sanctuary 
  6:30 Youth Stockholders Dinner—Community  
                                                                    Hall 
     
Sunday, August 14:  
   8:30 Worship Service—Sanctuary 
   9:40 Sunday School—various locations 
  10:50 Worship Service—Sanctuary 
   3:00 Adult Ed Committee—East End Office 
   4:00 Audrey Sondag recital—Sanctuary 
   4:00 Youth pool party—Robersons’ 
   6:00 Meditation—Zoom 
     
Monday, August 15:  
 

Tuesday, August 16:   
  7:00 Fiction Club—Room 12 
 
Wednesday, August 17: 
  1:30 Sacred Journey—Room 12  
  7:00 Choir—Sanctuary 

 This Week at  
St. Stephen’s 

Life Happenings 

August 7, 2022 

 

We celebrate…Happy Birthday to Mary Jane Shahan and Rachel 

McDanel! * Happy Anniversary to Josh & Abby Ramirez (6) and 
Rhonda & Duane Stock (42)! * All the children, parents, volunteers, 
and staff who made St. Stephen’s Worship Arts Camp a success! * 
All who helped with the St. Stephen’s Book Sale! * Shirley  
Thompson, back on her feet after surgery * Cooper Beatty’s friends, 
the Paynes, visiting in worship * Jim Eller and Rev. Jeannie’s dear 
friend, Robin, visiting from Kansas City * Lynn Dwyer, back in  
worship after wrist surgery and car troubles and thankful for the help 
of St. Stephen’s friends * Evie Sondag, returned safely from Ghana, 
and celebrating a contract with dance company, MADCO * Audrey 
Sondag, giving a voice recital next Sunday at St. Stephen’s at 4:00 
pm.  
 
Our prayers are with...Carolyn & Rod Murrow on the death of their 
dear friend, Jewel * Velma House, whose brother-in-law, Bob, had a 
stroke while undergoing treatment for metastatic cancer of the liver 
and pancreas * Bob Hines, recovering at home from recent health 
problems * April Greenlee’s sister, beginning treatment for breast 
cancer * Nancy VonBargen, whose mother is in the hospital and 
whose brother’s Parkinson’s is worsening * Cheryl Frech’s father, 
whose Parkinson’s is worsening * Barb Drommond’s mother, Edith, 
with multiple health problems * Kathryn Adkins’ high school friend, 
Tanya, struggling with heart disease * Dale Wares’ daughter, on the 
loss of her cat * Kimen Allen, as she interviews for a job * Brenda 
Wheelock, as she travels to Colorado * Several St. Stephen’s  
members with COVID, including Lynne Cooper and Richard & Judy 
Collins * The people of Ukraine * Afghan families supported by the 
Refugee Coalition * Prayers for our Earth * Tava Edwards and  
Amber Mathis’ mother, undergoing cancer treatment * Tony  
Bradley’s sister, Saen Gibson, in assisted living * Those unable to 
be in worship: Bill & Linda Reese, Don Schroeder, Gene & Mary 
Black, Carolyn Eckert, Wanda Mahoney, Bobbie Lamb, Maureen 
Bynum, Harold & Pat Dallam, and Louise Lazalier  

Online sign up for Sunday  

morning  

liturgists 

https://signup.com/client/invitation

2/secure/1146984116820518011

9/false?popup=true#/invitation 

Sally Vandewater  
Memorial Service 

Saturday, August 13 at 1:00 
Reception to follow. 

The family suggests that people 
wear something casual that  
reminds you of flowers, as  
gardening was Sally’s love. 

 
Movie Night!  

Hosted by the Reconciling Committee, you are 
invited to join us Friday, August 26 at 8pm for a 
screening of “A Secret Love” (2020). See the 
official trailer here.  

Weather permitting, we will be watching this 
movie in the courtyard, under the stars! 

https://signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/11469841168205180119/false?popup=true#/invitation
https://signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/11469841168205180119/false?popup=true#/invitation
https://signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/11469841168205180119/false?popup=true#/invitation
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ghv3-lpFOcc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ghv3-lpFOcc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ghv3-lpFOcc


From Jeannie’s Desk... 
 

The church Youth group was a significant part of my high school years. Oh, I have 
little memory of the lessons we had, or the food we ate on Sunday nights. But I still 

have very clear memories of trips we took, of mission work we did, retreats we went on, and even of 
the fundraisers we held to make these things happen. The times spent with the group doing these 
things were formative for me. 
 
On mission trips, you learn about travelling with people you are not related to, which is usually a 
new thing for students of this age. You learn about people by being present with them – both the 
others with you on the trip, and the folks you work to help. You learn about people who often are 
very different than you or anyone you know. You learn about poverty in a whole new light. And you 
learn about yourself. Parents often feel that the kid that returned from a mission trip is not the same 
one they sent. 
 
I am so pleased that we will be hearing from our youth about this summer's mission trip this Sunday. 
We will see their faces, hear them lead worship, listen to them read scripture, and learn about their 
experiences. It's not just what they did that will inspire us. It is who they have become through their 
experience that will inspire. 
 
Come be blessed!    Jeannie 

Advent Workshop Planning Meeting 
A planning meeting will be held soon to begin preparing for this year's  
Advent Workshop. No meeting date is set yet but will meet in the next week 
or so. The Advent Workshop will be held on Sunday November 27. This is a 
craft event and is a tradition at St. Stephen's. Crafts are prepared by the 
planning team in advance according to a Christmas-related theme and  
families gather at the Advent Workshop to finish the craft with their family. 
If you are interested in participating on this planning team, please contact 
Brent Smith at bsmith103@cox.net. A meeting date will be determined once 

the planning team is formed.  

ATTENTION YOUTH MISSION TRIP  

STOCK HOLDERS!!! 

 

You should have received an invitation in the mail 

for our 1
st

 annual Stockholders Dinner. Please be 

sure to RSVP to Alyssa at 405.613.4599 or 

alyjmil@yahoo.com no later than Friday at 10am. 

We need a head count of attendees for dinner  

preparation. If you didn’t receive an invitation 

please let Alyssa know as well.  

We are excited to host you this weekend!! 

mailto:bsmith103@cox.net
mailto:alyjmil@yahoo.com


 

   St. Stephen’s United Methodist Church 

405-321-4988 

1801 W. Brooks, Norman OK 73069 

www.ststephensnorman.org 

ststephensumc@coxinet.net 

Church services Sunday Morning 8:30 am  

and 10:50 am  Sunday School  at 9:40 

 

This Sunday will be Youth Sunday. Youth need to be 
at the church by 8:15am. I will provide breakfast 
during the Sunday School time.  
 
Also this Sunday, we will have our incoming 6th 
graders Welcome Swim party from 4-7pm at Jarried 
and Marcie Roberson’s home. I will provide their 
address later this week.  
 
Stockholder’s Dinner is this Saturday August 13th. 
Youth need to be at the church by 3:30pm for set 
up, dinner is at 6:30pm. Parents, if you want to 
attend the dinner, please let Alyssa know asap. 
 
If you have a student in grades 6-12 who would like 
to join our youth and have any questions, please get 
with Alyssa.  
 

Peace, Alyssa 

Music Box 

 
Hey there bell choirs!! If you are a current 

bell ringer or you are interested in ringing bells we 
are getting started soon and WE NEED YOU!! 
 
We have a Wednesday evening bell choir 
(Fellowship of the Ringers) that meets from 6-7 
pm and we have a Sunday afternoon bell choir 
(Ring for Joy) that meets from 4:30 - 5:30 pm. And 
everyone is invited to get involved. The  
Wednesday evening group will start back on  
August 24 and the Sunday group will return to 
ringing on August 28.  
 
If you've never rung before, that's OK! I'm happy 
to meet with you before bells begin and give you 
some beginning training to get you ready to jump 
in. Just email me and we'll set something up - 
marcilcorey@yahoo.com or catch me at the 
church on Sunday. 

Youth Shenanigans
 

Kids Corner 

 

 

"Everything Has a Season" is a well-known 

poem from the Book of Ecclesiastes that can 

help children to understand how God has a 

reason for everything. The class will choose a 

season to create tissue paper trees, learn 

about how Earth's axis tilt causes our  

seasons, and craft an Ecclesiastes Clock to 

measure time with pictures.  

 

See you in Sunday school! Ms. Lynnette  

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Dc8dzPGn4-LCajFevTkh9LXY4rc7UcmcZEres6boX3f4cYLqKgf9dVv42KnjF9OVu5R_T-5eXhVhjRKOQUC2nLo7zqy-JU_UuLu19bUbJx24Z5_9_Lj7m0ByzAEKl7vLk0PpduXvnt8gXUeZjQYbn4cKFgNs3fON7BKIzivlfgg=&ver=3
http://www.ststephensnorman.org
http://www.rmnetwork.org/newrmn/
mailto:marcilcorey@yahoo.com

