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This Week in Worship 
 

July 31, 2022 
 

Luke 12: 13-21 
 

“Defined by Stuff” 
 

Rev. Jeannie Himes 
 

St. Stephen’s Used Book Sale 2022! August 5 — 7 
Proceeds will benefit the Little Pantry Fund. 

Donations of approved used materials will be accepted beginning July 29. Items that will not be 

accepted are textbooks/ manuals/ study guides, encyclopedias, VHS tapes, magazines. 
 

Volunteers are needed to help organize, sort, and display the book sale books. We will meet at 

3:00 Friday, August 5 to  complete this job. BONUS: Friday sorting work is also the book presale 

and preview. If you see a book you want, you can buy it on the spot! ADDITIONAL BONUS: When 

the book sale is set up, we will grab a quick bite of dinner together on Friday evening.  
 

Also: We can offer customers the option of taking their change in cookies. If you can bake and 

individually package 3 to 4 cookies in a zip-lock bag, that would be fantastic. Please deliver  

cookies by 9:00 am Saturday, August 6.  

Worship Arts Camp 
Last chance to pre-register for Worship Arts 
Camp! If you haven't already registered we 
would LOVE to have you come and join in 
the fun of Worship Arts Camp. We'll kick 
things off this Sunday, July 31st at 6 pm 
and we'll go from 6-8 pm each evening 
through Tuesday, August 2. Then we'll 
feature our Worship Arts Camp participants 
at the second service on Sunday, August 
7th. We've got so many fun activities 
planned and we hope to see you there! If 
you don't get a chance to pre-register feel 

free to bring your kiddos and sign up on Sunday at the beginning of 
camp. If you have any questions please email me:  
marcilcorey@yahoo.com or you can call the church office. 

Register here! 

 

St. Stephen’s 

Altar  

Sunday, July 

24, 2022 

Youth Sunday August 14 

Please join us during 2nd service 
August 14 for Youth Sunday. 

Our students will lead the  
service and will talk about their  

experiences from the mission 
trip to Biloxi.  
I promise, you won’t want to miss!! 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf2t_f3EquZ-3ZHYV3laEGKSuO0kA5HX80s_yrxwWEzSnwTqQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf2t_f3EquZ-3ZHYV3laEGKSuO0kA5HX80s_yrxwWEzSnwTqQ/viewform
mailto:marcilcorey@yahoo.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf2t_f3EquZ-3ZHYV3laEGKSuO0kA5HX80s_yrxwWEzSnwTqQ/viewform


 

 
 
 
 
 
Thursday, July 28:  
 
Friday, July 29:  
  6:30 Living Room NA—Room 11 
 
Saturday, July 30: 
  9:30 Intermediate Tai Chi—Community Hall 
     
Sunday, July 31:  
   8:30 Worship Service—Sanctuary 
   9:40 Sunday School—various locations 
  10:50 Worship Service—Sanctuary 
   4:00 Youth—Lyle Hall 
   6:00 Worship Arts Camp—Community Hall 
   6:00 Meditation—Zoom 
     
Monday, August 1:  
  6:00 Worship Arts Camp—Community Hall 
  7:00 Red Dirt Collective—Room 12 
 

Tuesday, August 2:   
  6:00 Worship Arts Camp—Community Hall 
 
Wednesday, August 3: 
   7:00 Choir—Sanctuary 

 This Week at  
St. Stephen’s 

Life Happenings 

July 24, 2022 

We celebrate…Happy Birthday to Luke Richardson-Walker, Pat  

Meirick, and Jenny Stenis! * Happy Anniversary to Len Thomas and 
Sharon Ringrose (28!) * St. Stephen’s youth, leaders, and sponsors 
who went on the Biloxi mission trip * Marci Corey, who gave brace-
lets with encouraging messages to all youth trip participants * Elvera 
and Steve Gresham are thankful for a meaningful experience they 
had with a youth group * John Cornwell and his father, both present 
in worship this week * Mary Lee, who facilitated a gathering for the 
Seekers class last weekend * Evie Sondag, returning home from 
Ghana in a week before going back to college * The beautiful  
banners in the Sanctuary this week that Sally Vandewater helped to 
create * Bob Vandewater is thankful for the support of the St.  
Stephen’s community and for prayers he learned as a child  
Our prayers are with...Family friends, and all who have known and 
loved Sally Vandewater, who passed away last week * Jim Eller and 
Rev. Jeannie on the death of Jim’s brother-in-law * The Martin family 
(friends of Julie Sondag and Kimen Allen), whose daughter passed 
away from cancer last week * Sharon Gray and family on the death 
of her nephew in a motorcycle accident * Family and friends of  
Randall Turk, who died last week * Len Thomas, whose distant 
cousin died of cancer * A reconciling UMC church in Little Rock, 
whose pastor died of COVID * Velma House, whose sister is facing 
end of life decisions * Gene Groff, having an angioplasty this week * 
Bob Hines, hospitalized with breathing difficulties * Julia Crowson, 
having a follow-up surgery for her torn ACL * Barb Drummond’s 
mother, Edith, hospitalized in Dallas * Venita MacGorman,  
quarantined in Paris with COVID * Julie Sondag’s parents,  
recovering from COVID * Betty Richtmeyer, visiting her children in 
Rhode Island * Becky LeClair’s children, both traveling * Dianne and 
Jeff Peters, traveling to Pittsburg to visit Jeff’s family and celebrate 
his mom’s birthday * The people of Ukraine * Afghan families  
supported by the Refugee Coalition * Tava Edwards and Amber 
Mathis’ mother, undergoing cancer treatment * Tony Bradley’s sister, 
Saen Gibson, in assisted living * Those unable to be in worship: Bill 
& Linda Reese, Don Schroeder, Gene & Mary Black, Carolyn Eckert, 
Wanda Mahoney, Bobbie Lamb, Maureen Bynum, Harold & Pat  
Dallam, and Louise Lazalier  

Back-to-school Blessing of 
the Backpacks will be  
celebrated Sunday, August 
14th, during children's time at the 
second worship service. All  
children/youth are welcome to 
bring their backpacks for a special 
prayer and to receive a St.  
Stephen's luggage tag and a  
special gift.. Our children can  
remember they are loved by their 
church family every time they grab 
their backpacks. 

Refugee Updates 

The Refugee Coalition is pleased to announce their application for tax exempt  

501(c)3 non-profit status was approved. Tax deductible charitable donations 

can now be made directly to the Norman Coalition for Refugee Support or NCRS.  

 

The Coalition continues to support nine families - one Guatemalan family and 

eight Afghan families. We celebrate a new baby for one Afghan family and  

several families are nearing self-reliance and "graduation" from the Coalition resettlement  

program.  



From Jeannie’s Desk... 
Following up on the subject of prayer, I offer to you a prayerful meditation, written by artist 
Judy Chicago: 
And then all that has divided us will merge 

And then compassion will be wedded to power 
And then softness will come to a world that is harsh and unkind 
And then both men and women will be gentle 
And then both women and men will be strong 
And then no person will be subject to another's will 
And then all will be rich and free and varied 
And then the greed of some will give way to the needs of many 
And then all will share equally in the Earth's abundance 
And then all will care for the sick and the weak and the old 
And then all will nourish the young 
And then all will cherish life's creatures 
And then all will live in harmony with each other and the Earth 
And then everywhere will be called Eden once again. 
 
Keep letting prayer take many forms for you, let it speak to you in the ways you need at the moment, let it 
spur you to be and do and live your beautiful, full life. 
 
Blessings to you............... Jeannie 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fall Round Table 
September 18,  
5:00-7:00pm  

Two of our refugees will 
tell their story.  

Speak to Me!  Listen to Me!  Skills for  
Peacemakers in a World of Conflict 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Fran Roberson and Mary Lee will lead a training event at The 
Well on Tuesday, August 2 from 4:00-5:30.   Participants will 
learn a 5-step process to respond to questions and verbal 
attacks and skills to use the next time you witness harassment. 
 
In 2020 Jennifer Ahrens-Sims led a group of Norman folks, many 
St. Stephens members, in creating and training a peace team to 
serve as a peaceful presence in our community and to share 
skills designed to help us speak and listen to one another with 
respect and thoughtfulness, often not the case in our world  
today.  The Norman Peace Team has continued by leading 
workshops on non-violent communication and active bystander 
intervention. You may sign up to attend on the Norman Peace 
Team Facebook page or just show up at the event. Simple  
refreshments will be served and there is no charge for  
attending.  

With COVID  

transmissions high 

in Oklahoma, St. 

Stephen’s is not 

currently changing 

our worship mask 

policy. We will  

survey the congregation when the policy is 

being reconsidered. 



 

   St. Stephen’s United Methodist Church 

405-321-4988 

1801 W. Brooks, Norman OK 73069 

www.ststephensnorman.org 

ststephensumc@coxinet.net 

Church services Sunday Morning 8:30 am  

and 10:50 am  Sunday School  at 9:40 

 

Join us at 9:40am for Sunday school and 

again from 4-6pm for evening youth. The 

next 2 weeks we will be practicing and  

getting things ready for Youth Sunday so I 

need as many youth as possible present. 

Youth Sunday will be Aug 14th.  

 

Parents, be on the look out this week for an 

email to discuss upcoming events and youth 

participation.  

 

Aug 14th will be our summer swim party for all 

of our youth and new incoming 6th graders. 

There will be more information available 

once we get closer to this day.  

 

If you have a student who is in grades 6-12 

that would like to join us and have any  

question, please reach out to Alyssa 

(alyjmil@yahoo.com).  

Music Box 
 
 

One more week of special music on Sunday and 
then we'll have the choir back from their July  
hiatus! I am continually in awe of the amazing 
talent we have at St. Stephen's. I am so thankful 
to all of the excellent musicians who have  
provided such beautiful and inspiring music  
during the month of July. To close out the July 
special music series, I'll be dusting off the old 
clarinet and sharing an arrangement of Come 
Thou Fount of Every Blessing with you on  
Sunday. 
 
~Marci 

Youth Shenanigans
 

Kids Corner 

 

 

We will finish our Praise unit with "Salt and 

Light". The children will exchange ideas 

about what makes each of us unique. The 

class will solve a crossword puzzle, a word 

search and use salt to create a watercolor  

picture.  

See you in Sunday school! Ms. Lynnette  

Forte Presents:  

The Trio Tour  

at St. Stephen’s 

July 25, 2022 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Dc8dzPGn4-LCajFevTkh9LXY4rc7UcmcZEres6boX3f4cYLqKgf9dVv42KnjF9OVu5R_T-5eXhVhjRKOQUC2nLo7zqy-JU_UuLu19bUbJx24Z5_9_Lj7m0ByzAEKl7vLk0PpduXvnt8gXUeZjQYbn4cKFgNs3fON7BKIzivlfgg=&ver=3
http://www.ststephensnorman.org
http://www.rmnetwork.org/newrmn/

