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This Week in Worship 

 

June 6, 2021 
 

Mark 3: 31-35 
 

“Finding Family” 
 

Rev. Jeannie Himes 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHANGES COMING 
*Children's Sunday school classes to resume on Sunday, June 6th!* 
Regular Children’s Sunday School classes will return at the original time of 9:40 am. We can't wait to 
see everyone and catch up after over a year of virtual church. Come with your family and join our  
in-person fellowship of friends. St. Stephen's will continue with masks and use safety protocols for all  

childcare staff and participants. See you in church! 
*Youth Sunday School will be meeting at 9:40am in Lyle Hall, beginning June 6!* 
*ROOTS AND WINGS, one of our adult classes, is planning to return to in-person meetings on June 6th as well.* 
They will be meeting at 9:40am in Community Hall, their pre-pandemic time and location. 

Sign-up for the Tulsa Field Trip! A sign-up table to tour the Greenwood District in north Tulsa on June 
12 is set up in the loggia for those wishing to participate in the day-long field trip. Key areas of the tour 
will include The Greenwood Cultural Center, Vernon AME Church, the John Hope Franklin Reconciliation 
Park and other Greenwood sites as time allows. A schedule for field trip will be included in the sign-up  

display in the church loggia. The estimated time frame includes departing from the church around 9:00am and  
returning around 7:00pm. See more details at the sign-up table in the loggia. Join us as we explore this disturbing 
but also fascinating, dark chapter in Oklahoma history, including activities ranging from examination of historical 
records to discussions on reparations.  

This Sunday’s worship  
services will include the 
Ritual of Holy Communion. 
To participate from home, 
have bread and juice  
prepared for the  
ceremony. All  
contributions to the 
June Fish Basket will be 
a donation to our Youth 
Group. 

The Outreach  
Committee is seeking 
volunteers to help with 
Live Streaming our 
worship services and 
also running the church sound system on 
Sunday mornings. We hope to get enough  
volunteers to rotate duties throughout the month. 
Audio/Visual and social media experience is  
helpful, but not required.  
Training will be provided. If you are interested, 
please contact Brenda Wheelock at (405) 620-
1305 or email brendawheelock@cox.net. 

St. Stephen’s UMC Choir performing all together after 

14 months away, May 30, 2021 

mailto:brendawheelock@cox.net


 

Thursday, June 3:  
 
Friday, June 4:  
  6:30 Living Room NA—Community  
                                                   Hall 
  7:00 Native American Flutes— 
                  Sanctuary 
 
Saturday, June 5: 
  2:00 Roy Dowdy Service—Sanctuary 
     
Sunday, June 6:  
  8:30 Worship Service—Sanctuary 
  9:30 Sunday School 
  10:50 Worship Service—Sanctuary 
  4:00 Youth—Community Hall 
  6:00 Meditation—Room 11 
     
Monday, June 7:       
  
Tuesday, June 8:   
 
Wednesday, June 9:  
  2:30 Sacred Journey—Room 12 /Zoom 
  7:00 Choir—Sanctuary 

 This Week at  
St. Stephen’s 

Life Happenings 

May 30, 2021 

We celebrate…Kim & Margarita’s grandchild Sophia turns 1! * Blessings 

to Jennifer and family as they go! * Gratitude for the St. Stephen’s 

Choir! * Good to see Karla Bonzie * Rod is glad for ‘Coffee Talk’ *  

Congratulations and thanks to many teachers who walked with our kids 

through a tough year * Lynnette got to have a visit with Harper * Gene 

Groff happy to be in second service * Celebrating a 4
th
 grandchild  

coming in November 

Our prayers are with…Melinda Russell having surgery Thursday *  

Betty Richtmeyer, abdominal pain * Family & Friends remembering 

loved ones on this Memorial Day Weekend * Becky LeClair’s friend 

Michelle, broken ankle & leg bones * Jim Eller’s sister & brother-in-law 

as they retire & move * Lisa Hoog’s best friend Kim, recovering from 

head & neck injury * Kay Most’s friend Deb, in ICU * Family & friends 

grieving death of Alta Chilson * Shawn Dowdy & family at the Saturday 

memorial for Roy * Barbara Benton in rehab * Lynn Dwyer’s dear friend 

injured stopping a dog fight * Paula Grove & CF Moore on hospice * 

Barbra Licano on palliative care * Amber Mathis’ mom & Jeannie Himes, 

cancer treatment * Homebound members Don Schroeder, Betty & 

George Richtmeyer, Gene & Mary Black, Carolyn Eckert, Wanda  

Mahoney * Those in assisted living: Maureen Bynum, Paula Grove, and 

Saen Gibson  

Celebration of Life  

for Roy Dowdy 

Saturday, June 5  

 2:00pm 

St. Stephen’s United 

Methodist Church 

Summer Book Groups 

Our summer tradition of offering non-fiction 

reading groups is an opportunity to fill those  

extra hours of the summer with a good non-fiction book. While 

the Fiction Club reads fiction throughout the year, non-fiction 

book groups are traditionally offered just in the summer 

months. If you’ve read a good non-fiction book and would like to 

lead a discussion group, please contact the Church office.   

We are so excited to get to recognize another 100th 
birthday - C.F. Moore! 

He will accomplish his 100th birthday on June 27, and 
we would like to send a "card shower". Overwhelm him 
with lots of good wishes and birthday cards by sending 
them to him at: 1619 Crown Pt., Norman, OK 73072 

We are pleased to be able to welcome some guest preachers to St. Stephen's in the  
coming weeks: 
 
June 20 - Jay Williams, youth director at Mosaic UMC, and soon-to-be seminarian 
 
July 11 - Rev. Dr. Victor McCullough, our District Superintendent 
 
August 1 - Rev. Jim Eller 
 
TBD: Rev. Frankye Johnson 



From Jeannie’s Desk… 
 
In her book Christ Beside Me, Christ Within Me, Beth Richardson tells of the “Bless to Me” 

prayers. 
This is an ancient Celtic prayer form. She says: 
The prayer focuses on a tool, item, or activity in an expression of gratitude, celebrating the gift of this object 
or activity and the way it contributes to the pray-er's life. 
When I read these prayers, I see ways in which the everyday, the mundane, and even annoyances are trans-
formed into sparks of gratitude. So, I offer some prayers this day, and encourage you to add your own. 
Bless to me this rainy day, which brings green and growth and health to the earth. 
Bless to me this face mask, which has taken us through hard days,  is a reminder of all we have experienced, 
and a protector of our children. 
Bless to me celebration and farewell, a notation of good things that have happened in community. 
Bless to me those who have travelled on without clear farewells, who have left places of known security for 
other chances, and who will not be seen by us again. 
Bless to me those who gather to remember harsh times, who pledge to never forget, who point us all toward 
broader inclusion. 
Bless to me the unknown that lies ahead. May it be gentler than I fear, more revealing than I can imagine, a 
time of gifts and fresh air. 
Thank you God for presenting us with more blessed moments than we expect, and new ways each day for 
gratitude. 
 
Peace be with you...................... Jeannie 

Sending Rev.  
Jennifer Ahrens-Sims 
and her family 
(Eddie, Jaeden, and 
Eli) off to Florida with 
love! 



 

   St. Stephen’s United Methodist Church 

405-321-4988 

1801 W. Brooks, Norman OK 73069 

www.ststephensnorman.org 

ststephensumc@coxinet.net 

Church services Sunday Morning 8:30 am  

and 10:50 am  Sunday School  at 9:40 

 

 

 

 

We will meet in person this Sunday from 4-6pm at 

the church. Bring lawn chairs in case we can get a 

break in the rain and be outside.  

 

Sunday June 6th we will start back our youth Sunday 

school. We will meet at regular times in Lyle Hall.  

 

Parents be sure to check your emails, I sent out an 

email regarding having a mission trip later this  

summer. I need all the feedback I can get as soon as 

possible so that I can start the planning process.  

 

~Alyssa 

Youth Shen
anigans 

 

 

Kids Corner 

Jesus hears "Bartimaeus" calling out 

for mercy and heals him. There is a 

maze, a coded message and the one 

room Sunday school page in this week's 

church mail. This month is Fun  

Summer Movie nights! The Pixar movie 

"Coco" is suggested to help children 

learn empathy for others.  

 

In-person Sunday school  resumes at 

9:40 am with childcare available for 

both worship services. Come to church 

and celebrate being with your friends.  

 

Ms. Lynnette   

Music Box  

 

 
This month’s Sending Forth song is the re-
frain from “In the Midst of New Dimensions.” 
Written in 1979 by Julian Rush, the words of 
this hymn are maybe more pertinent than 
they were when written. The verses speak of 
all that is wrong with the world….new  
dimensions, starving people, warring  
factions, people wandering in their separate 
ways...sound familiar? But, the refrain tells us 
who has been, and will always be, there for 
us…”God of the rainbow and the fiery  
pillar...now and evermore.”  
Thanks be to God!  
 
Peace, Vicki  

 

Youth Group students outside enjoying the new 
volleyball net 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Dc8dzPGn4-LCajFevTkh9LXY4rc7UcmcZEres6boX3f4cYLqKgf9dVv42KnjF9OVu5R_T-5eXhVhjRKOQUC2nLo7zqy-JU_UuLu19bUbJx24Z5_9_Lj7m0ByzAEKl7vLk0PpduXvnt8gXUeZjQYbn4cKFgNs3fON7BKIzivlfgg=&ver=3
http://www.ststephensnorman.org
http://www.rmnetwork.org/newrmn/

