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This Week in Worship 

June 28 
 

“How Long?” 
 

Psalm 13 
 

Rev. Jeannie Himes  

 

June 28  
 

Sunday School will be 
held at 9:30am.   

Adult Sunday School  
classes meet on Zoom 

each week at 9:30. If you would like to be  
included in a virtual Sunday School class, email 
the church office at ststephensumc@coxinet.net 

 
In-person worship begins at 10:50am.  
An abbreviated worship service will be 

streamed at 11:00am.   
This live stream can be accessed on  

Facebook Live 
 

Past sermon videos are always available through our  
website, ststephensnorman.org, on YouTube 

It's new and  

allows you to  

escape your  

domicile while  

enriching your  

children's minds. 

What could it be? It's the come and go Kids 

Library in the Loggia at St. 

Stephen's.  
 

Have the kiddos been asking 

when they can come to 

church? Tell them Ms. 

Lynnette will be at the 

church on Monday  

mornings 9am-12pm in the 

loggia. Your family can stop by 

and select books for the week, 

make a craft, and visit the  

children's raised bed in the 

loggia garden.  
 

Please contact Ms. Lynnette

(ststephenschildrens@gmail.com) to  

schedule your visit to allow safe distancing 

and cleaning between families. Oh, the  

places you'll go! 

This Sunday, we continue to welcome small numbers of  
people to be in person for our worship service, that is also 
livestreamed. In-person worship begins at 10:50, and the 
livestream begins at 11:00. Families are welcome, but there is 
no child care, so kids will sit with their families during these 
shortened services. 
 
Everyone is to wear a mask and remain at a distance from  
others. The seating is arranged to accommodate this well. 
 
You can help us plan by replying that you plan to attend. 

 

Pictures of the  

recently donated  

carved statue of 

St. Francis of  

Assisi in the  

prayer garden 

https://www.facebook.com/ststephensnorman/
ststephensnorman.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aoWMEX73Asg&feature=youtu.be
mailto:ststephenschildrens@gmail.com


 

Life Happenings 

June 21, 2020 

We celebrate...Happy Father’s Day! * Happy Birthday: Liam Carr (11), 

David Kelso (13) * Donation of Saint Francis of Assisi carved statue in the 

prayer garden * Linda Ashton’s visit from daughter who lives in Colorado 

* David and Alexis Smith relocating to Oregon * Tulsa did not incur 

additional violence related to presidential rally 

 

Our prayers are with…Alyssa Miller had surgery June 22 * Ron 

House had surgery June 23 * Venita MacGorman recovering from surgery 

* Gene Black, health concerns * Mark Palmerton returned from Nebraska, 

learned about the death of a friend’s father * Family & friends of Rev. 

Pam Normile who recently passed away * Scott Russell’s friend’s father, 

health concerns * Pet concerns for Valerie and Jeff Underwood * Weegi 

Williams, shingles * SSUMC volunteers returning to meal service at Food 

& Shelter for Friends * Ron Ward helping parents * Darryl Guyer 

anticipating kidney stone procedure * Persons who feel overwhelmed 

and/or onset of anxiety/depression 

 

 

This week at  
St. Stephen’s… 

 

Thursday, June 25: 
                           

Friday, June 26:  
  12:00 Top of the Hill—Zoom  
      

Saturday, June 27: 
     

Sunday, June 28:  
  9:30 Online Sunday School 
  11:00 Online Worship Service 
   6:00 Meditation—Zoom  
                 

Monday, June 29:    
                      

Tuesday, June 30:  Election Day 
  1:30 Materiality as Resistance  
                         book group—Zoom 
                

Wednesday, July 1:  
  2:30 Sacred Journey—Zoom 
  7:00 Choir—Zoom 
   
     

Summer Book 

Groups 
The book groups that 

are still forming are listed below.  Follow the links for 

more information about each title, and information 

on how to purchase a copy. Each of these groups 

will be meeting via Zoom within the next 6 weeks.  

We hope you can join us in the pages this summer! 

Mary Magdalene Revealed by Meggan  
Watterson.  
 
Contact Rev. Dianne Peters at  
diannerpeters@gmail.com  

White Fragility: Why it’s so Hard... by Robin 
J. DiAngelo.  
 
Contact Tanner Carlson at  
tannerc9@gmail.com 

Grant by Ron Chernow. 
 
Led by Dan Snell, contact  
ststephensumc@coxinet.net 

White Privilege: Let's Talk—A Resource for 

Transformational Dialogue  

is an adult curriculum designed to invite church 

members to engage in safe, meaningful,  

substantive, and bold conversations on race.  

Divided into four focused parts, contributing  

authors give different views based on personal  

experiences. 

 

1. The Spiritual Autobiography Told Through the  

      Lens of Race 

2. Whiteness as the Norm: Five Loci of Insights    

      on  the Binary of Light/Dark and Black/White 

3.   The Cash Value of Whiteness or Whiteness as   

      a Tax-Exempt Status 

4.   On Becoming an Ally 

 

Each 60-90 minute session includes discussion 

and reflection. Every Tuesday July 7 through  

August 11 (6 weeks), join via Zoom at 7 pm. If you 

are interested, please contact Jennifer  

Ahrens-Sims at jhas1975@gmail.com. 

https://www.indiebound.org/book/9781401954284
https://www.indiebound.org/book/9780807047415
https://www.indiebound.org/book/9780143110637
https://www.indiebound.org/book/9780143110637
mailto:jhas1975@gmail.com


For Sunday, June 28 
 
 

                                               “This Is My Song”                                                                         red 437 

1. This is my song, O God of all the nations, a song of peace for lands afar and mine. This is my 
home, the country where my heart is; here are my hopes, my dreams, my holy shrine; but other 
hearts in other lands are beating with hopes and dreams as true and high as mine. 

 
2.   My country’s skies are bluer than the ocean, and sunlight beams on cloverleaf and pine; but  
      other lands have sunlight too, and clover, and skies are everywhere as blue as mine. O hear my    
      song, thou God of all the nations, a song of peace for their land and for mine. 
 
3. This is my prayer, O Lord of all earth’s kingdoms: Thy kingdom come; on earth thy will be done.  
      Let Christ be lifted up till all shall serve him, and hearts united learn to live as one. O hear my  
      prayer, thou God of all the nations; myself I give thee; let thy will be done. 
 

 

 

 

                                       “Let Our Earth Be Peaceful”                                                         green 3159 

1. Let our earth be peaceful, let our hearts be hopeful, let our hands be gentle for the love of God. 

2. Let our ways be mindful, mending what is hurtful, doing what is needful for the love of God. 



 

From Jeannie’s Desk… 
“Travelers, there is no path, paths are made by walking.” 
-- Antonio Machado 

I'm thinking this week about the journey we are all on, the shaky ground on 

which we are trying to keep our footing. It's not just an uncharted path we navigate, but one in 

which we can't see what lies ahead, and have no idea how long it is or where we will be when 

we emerge. 

So the title of a Brian McLaren book caught my eye – We Make the Road by Walking. I looked 

up the source of his title, and found that he had gotten the idea from the Machado quote above.  

Antonio Machado was a Spanish poet, living in a turbulent time, and wrote these words not 

long after the death of his young wife. Writing in a time filled with uncertainty and sorrow, he 

described life as walking with no path to follow. 

As we wander, we create paths. Put one foot in front of the other, and create the path. Others 

may follow and make the path more clear. Or we may have to find the path another has begun, 

when our journey is no longer walkable. 

We keep asking one another what our plans are, when we have no way of knowing which way 

we will go, or even how to stand on ground that shakes. 

What we do know is that we have companions on the journey. We have faith to take with us, 

that will help us to stand again when we are knocked down. We have God to show us that the  

stars go on above us, wherever we wander, and that grace doesn't quake, even when all else 

does. 

                                               Peace................ Jeannie 

 

 

 

The NYSH / St. Stephen’s collaborative 

PRIDE quilt art project is coming along!   

 

With 32 squares of community-created 

love and affirmation already displayed, our  

southeast church office windows are  

showing real PRIDE! 

https://www.inspiringquotes.us/quotes/SMZd_JLAjIlM0
https://www.inspiringquotes.us/quotes/SMZd_JLAjIlM0
https://www.inspiringquotes.us/author/7633-antonio-machado


St. Stephen’s United Methodist Church 

405-321-4988 

1801 W. Brooks, Norman OK 73069 

www.ststephensnorman.org 

ststephensumc@coxinet.net 

Church services Sunday Morning 8:30 am  

and 10:50 am  Sunday School at 9:40 am 
OUR DONATION LINK!! 

Kid’s Corner 
 
 

 

 

The apostle Paul wrote a letter to 

the Christians struggling and  

arguing in Corinth to encourage 

and advise them. Love should be 

at the center of our  community's 

thoughts and actions. Puzzles, 

maps, and a heart craft are our 

group activities in this week's 

church mail. Be sure to schedule 

a trip to the Kid's Library in the 

Loggia on Mondays, 9am-12pm.  

 

Stay safe and be well friends, Ms. 

Lynnette  

Music Box 
This week’s hymn, “This is My Song,” is a perfect  
example of how people and their experiences, unknown 
to one another, can combine to create a thing of beauty.  

The tune “Finlandia” was written by Jean Sibelius in 1899 as part 
of a large orchestral work to support the Finnish press against 
Russian oppression.  Often using the words. “Be still my soul, the 
Lord is on thy side”, it first appeared in hymnals in 1927. The first 
two verses of the hymn were written in 1934 by Lloyd Stone, a 
young man who had attended USC as a music major, only to 
leave school to join the circus and move to Hawaii.  And the last 
verse was written around 1939 by Georgia Elma Harkness, the 
first woman hired to teach theology in an American seminary. 
Three different people from vastly different backgrounds. Who 
knows what beauty is being created around us today as we sing 
these words, “This is my home, the country where my heart is: 
here are my hopes, my dreams, my holy shrine; but other hearts 
in other lands are beating with hopes and dreams as true and 
high as mine.”  

Peace,  Vicki  

 

 

 

 

“For the first time, Project Transformation is open to all  

children and youth! This summer, 60 young adults across the 

country are working together to create a unique virtual  

summer camp experience for children and youth ages  

K-12th grade. This experience will include eight weeks of  

video content in areas such as reading, art, exploration, bible 

time, healthy habits, and much more!”  
 

To participate, parents need to complete the simple  

registration form at this link: forms.gle/575JYtdu3YGMdaBJ7  

 
 
 
 
 
St. Stephen’s family— 
Wow! We are SO grateful for all 
of you, and the beautiful crib!  
Michael can hardly wait to get to 
the new house and set it up. We 
are touched beyond words and so 
blessed by the love and friendship 
St. Stephen’s has given us. 
Thank you for surrounding our 
baby with love. 
 
With love, Emily & Michael  
Robnett  

http://www.ststephensnorman.org
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Dc8dzPGn4-LCajFevTkh9LXY4rc7UcmcZEres6boX3f4cYLqKgf9dVv42KnjF9OVu5R_T-5eXhVhjRKOQUC2nLo7zqy-JU_UuLu19bUbJx24Z5_9_Lj7m0ByzAEKl7vLk0PpduXvnt8gXUeZjQYbn4cKFgNs3fON7BKIzivlfgg=&ver=3
http://www.rmnetwork.org/newrmn/
https://okumc-email.brtapp.com/!K+9Lx3OpIP-VlLd7+0xqEES8-Oj1hW4oGqHcxZaoPckuCeGfVLdNVsHW1OZlUqqfw

