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This Week in Worship 

June 21 
 

“Listen Closely” 
 

Psalm 86: 1-7, 16-17 
 

Rev. Jeannie Himes  

 

June 21, 
Online Worship  

 

Sunday School will be 
held at 9:30am.   

Adult Sunday School  
classes meet on Zoom each week at 9:30. If you 

would like to be included in a virtual Sunday 
School class, email the church office at  

ststephensumc@coxinet.net 
 

An abbreviated worship service will be 
streamed at 11:00am.   

This live stream can be accessed on  
Facebook Live 

 
Past sermon videos are always available through our  

website, ststephensnorman.org, on YouTube 

This Sunday, June 21, we will continue to 
have a small number of people present in the 
sanctuary during worship. It has been great to 
see more faces, as we being our return. The 
ReOpen Team has set attendance of 30-35 for 
June 21 (10:50 service).  
 
Children are welcome, but there is no nursery, 
so kids will sit with their families in worship.  
 
It is helpful for our planning if you let us know 
you are planning to come. Email  
ststephensumc@coxinet.net 

St. Stephen’s sanctuary is available during the week 

for personal time of reflection, meditation,  

re-connecting with 

the physical 

church.  Office is 

staffed and can  

allow people in the 

building Monday 

through Thursday 

8:00am-4:30pm 

and Friday 8:00am-

12:30pm. 

Help us plan for worship!! 
We will be continuing our online services for 
quite some time. As we step into in-person  
worship, know that we have widely spaced  
seating, and are asking that all wear masks to 
services. We feel we are taking all precautions 
that we can. 
 
Please answer these 
survey questions: 
Are you ready to attend 
service in person, with 
careful safety precautions,  at 8:30? At 10:50? 
Would you like to watch the livestream earlier in 
the day on Sundays? 
 
You can answer by replying to the Shield email. 

https://www.facebook.com/ststephensnorman/
ststephensnorman.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aoWMEX73Asg&feature=youtu.be


 

Life Happenings 

June 14, 2020 

We celebrate...Happy Anniversary Rebekah & Sam Husky (26) and 

Dianne & Jeff Peters (18) * Birth of Margarita & Kim’s granddaughter, 

Sofia Zoe Giraldo * New nephew in Rick Sondag’s family & brothers 

in town to visit * Mia & DJ fostering 3 siblings * Reconnecting with 

old friends * Knee at Noon protest * Michelle (Lynnette’s relative) 

had negative Covid test * Upcoming Juneteenth Celebration 

 

Our prayers are with…Persons returning to work * Venita 

MacGorman having surgery June 19 * Alyssa Miller having surgery 

June 22 * Rita Petit’s friend Kim, with cancer * Nanci Barthel, Katie & 

Jack Chinn and family, recent loss * Family member of Jeannie & Jim 

diagnosed with Covid * Don Schmidt recently hospitalized * 

Resurgence of Covid cases * Persons recovering from surgery * 

Persons in assisted living facilities: Wanda Mahoney, Maureen Bynum, 

Paula Grove, Alta Chilson, Don Schmidt, Bob Johns * Persons with 

cancer: David Kelso, Kathy Vanderburg, Amber Mathis’ mom 

 

This week at  
St. Stephen’s… 

 

Thursday, June 18: 
                           

Friday, June 19:  
  12:00 Top of the Hill—Zoom  
      

Saturday, June 20: 
   1:00 Project Outreach— 
                               Community Hall 
     

Sunday, June 21:  
  9:30 Online Sunday School 
  11:00 Online Worship Service 
   6:00 Meditation—Zoom  
                 

Monday, June 22:    
                      

Tuesday, June 23:  Food &   
                              Shelter meal 
  1:30 Materiality as Resistance  
                        book group—Zoom 
                

Wednesday, June 24:  
  2:30 Sacred Journey—Zoom 
  7:00 Choir—Zoom 
   

Summer Book 

Groups 
The book groups that 

are still forming are listed below.  Follow the links for 

more information about each title, and information 

on how to purchase a copy. We hope you can join us 

in the pages this summer! 

Mary Magdalene Revealed by Meggan  
Watterson.  
 
Contact Rev. Dianne Peters at  
diannerpeters@gmail.com  

White Fragility: Why it’s so Hard... by Robin 
J. DiAngelo.  
 
Contact Tanner Carlson at  
tannerc9@gmail.com 

Grant by Ron Chernow. 
 
Led by Dan Snell, contact  
ststephensumc@coxinet.net 

White Privilege: Let's Talk—A Resource for 

Transformational Dialogue  

is an adult curriculum designed to invite church 

members to engage in safe, meaningful,  

substantive, and bold conversations on race.  

Divided into four focused parts, contributing  

authors give different views based on personal  

experiences. 

 

1. The Spiritual Autobiography Told Through the  

      Lens of Race 

2. Whiteness as the Norm: Five Loci of Insights    

      on  the Binary of Light/Dark and Black/White 

3.   The Cash Value of Whiteness or Whiteness as   

      a Tax-Exempt Status 

4.   On Becoming an Ally 

 

Each 60-90 minute session includes discussion 

and reflection. Every Tuesday July 7 through  

August 11 (6 weeks), join via Zoom at 7 pm. If you 

are interested, please contact Jennifer  

Ahrens-Sims at jhas1975@gmail.com. 

https://www.indiebound.org/book/9781401954284
https://www.indiebound.org/book/9780807047415
https://www.indiebound.org/book/9780143110637
https://www.indiebound.org/book/9780143110637
mailto:jhas1975@gmail.com


For Sunday, June 21 
 

“When We Are Called to Sing Your Praise”                   black 2216 

1. When we are called to sing your praise with hearts so filled with pain that we would rather sit and weep or 
stand up to complain, remind us, God, you understand the burdens that we bear; you, too, have walked the 
shadowed way and known our deep  despair. 

2. When we are called to sing your praise and cannot find our voice, because our losses leave us now no reason to 
rejoice, remind us, God, that you accept our sad laments in prayer; you, too, have walked the shadowed way 
and known our deep despair. 

3. When we are called to sing your praise and life ahead looks grim, still give us faith and hope enough to  break 
forth in a hymn, a thankful hymn, great God of Love, that you are everywhere; you walk the shadowed way with 
us and keep us in your care. 

 

 

“O Lord, Hear My Prayer”                   black 2200 

O Lord, hear my prayer. O Lord, hear my prayer. When I call, answer me. O Lord, hear my prayer. O Lord, hear my 
prayer. Come and listen to me. 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer, alternate version (New Zealand Prayer Book) 

Eternal Spirit, Earth-Maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, source of all that is and that shall be, Father and Mother of us 

all. Loving God, in whom is heaven. The hallowing of your name echoes through  the universe! The way of your  

justice be followed by the peoples of the earth! Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! Your  

commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come on earth. With the bread we need for today, feed 

us. In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. In times of temptation and test, spare us. From the grip of 

all that is evil, free us. For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever . 

 

 

                                       “Let Our Earth Be Peaceful”                                                         green 3159 

1. Let our earth be peaceful, let our hearts be hopeful, let our hands be gentle for the love of God. 

2. Let our ways be mindful, mending what is hurtful, doing what is needful for the love of God. 



 

From Jeannie’s Desk… 
This week I read a comment and biblical reference in regard to  “Black Lives  

Matter” . The person was referring to people who want to insist that all lives  

mattering is being left out when one says this. The scripture he used was Luke 

15, the parable of the Lost Sheep. 
 

You may know this one: Jesus tells the story as an illustration in his teaching. He says that a  

shepherd who has 100 sheep, and can't find one, leaves the 99 while going to look for the one. 

The commenter says that the 99 may say “what about us? Don't we matter?” Of course the 99 

matter. But they are not the ones in danger. The one is. 
 

Yes. The one that is not included in the herd matters. The one that is at higher risk matters. The 

one that is not following the crowd matters. Jesus message was to not just go with the majority 

and find “collateral damage” acceptable, but to notice that one that is outside the main flock, that 

is in danger. 
 

Yes. Say it. Black Lives Matter. 
 

Peace.................... Jeannie 

It's new and allows you to escape your domicile while enriching your  

children's minds. What could it be? It's the come and go Kids Library in 

the Loggia at St. Stephen's.  
 

Have the kiddos been asking when they can come to church? Tell them Ms. 

Lynnette will be at the church on Monday mornings 9am-12pm in the  

loggia. Your family can stop by and select books for the week, make a craft, 

and visit the children's raised bed in the loggia garden.  
 

Please contact Ms. Lynnette(ststephenschildrens@gmail.com) to schedule your visit to allow safe  

distancing and cleaning between families. Oh, the places you'll go! 

Oklahoma City Pride Week 

ENTIRELY Virtual, June 15-21. 

 

 

 

 

 

Events will be held online all week at  

oklahomacitypride.org, including ceremonies, 

music, dance parties.  

Virtual Parade will be Saturday at 10am. 

 
 
 
 
The newest 
addition to 
the loggia 
garden… 
A Chinese 
Pistache tree 
with a great 
green hue! 

mailto:ststephenschildrens@gmail.com
https://www.oklahomacitypride.org/
https://www.oklahomacitypride.org/


St. Stephen’s United Methodist Church 

405-321-4988 

1801 W. Brooks, Norman OK 73069 

www.ststephensnorman.org 

ststephensumc@coxinet.net 

Church services Sunday Morning 8:30 am  

and 10:50 am  Sunday School at 9:40 am 
OUR DONATION LINK!! 

Kid’s Corner 
 
 

 
Jesus often used parables to teach  
important life lessons. "Who is Our 
Community?" is based on the story 
of the Good Samaritan. There is a 
maze path and an acrostic word 
scramble to solve, along with a  
Father's day surprise for our craft in 
the weekly Sunday school church 
mail.  
 
Keep on pushing thru till we can be  
together in person. Ms. Lynnette    

 

Music Box 

This past Sunday Rod Murrow shared a lovely  

arrangement of the hymn tune “Bunessan”, a  

traditional Scottish Gaelic tune. (And, you will get to hear 

another arrangement this Sunday!) Known to us as 

“Morning Has Broken” (first published in 1931), the words, 

written by English poet Eleanor Farjeon, are especially  

fitting during these challenging times. She was charged to 

write words to give thanks for each new day. Listen to these 

words and take them into your hearts this week. ”Morning 

has broken like the first morning, blackbird has spoken like 

the first bird...Praise with elation, praise ev’ry morning, 

God’s re-creation of the new day.”  May it be so.  

Peace, Vicki  

 
 

 

I’m getting excited about being able to be back in 
worship with our students soon. I’m still looking at 
having a socially distancing youth gathering on June 
28

th
 outside at the church.  

We are still having weekly zoom meetings and if you 
have a youth student who would like to be a part of 
that please get with me or Lauren at the church office.  

Typically at the end of July we go on a mission trip. 
This years mission is going to look a little different 
due to the current situations with COVID-19. I’ll be in 
contact soon with the parents to help get ideas and 
thoughts about what we can/will be doing. Right now 
I’m hoping to do this either July 20-24 or July 27-31. 
Parents please be watching for an email from me by 
the end of this week to get the discussions going.  

Thank you all for your patience and understanding 
while we (the staff) try to navigate all these changes.  

~Alyssa 

Youth Shen
angians  

 

 

 

“For the first time, Project Transformation is 

open to all children and youth! This summer, 

60 young adults across the country are  

working together to create a unique virtual 

summer camp experience for children and 

youth ages K-12th grade. This experience will 

include eight weeks of video content in areas 

such as reading, art, exploration, bible time, 

healthy habits, and much more!”  

To participate, parents need to complete the 

simple registration form at this 

link: forms.gle/575JYtdu3YGMdaBJ7  

http://www.ststephensnorman.org
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Dc8dzPGn4-LCajFevTkh9LXY4rc7UcmcZEres6boX3f4cYLqKgf9dVv42KnjF9OVu5R_T-5eXhVhjRKOQUC2nLo7zqy-JU_UuLu19bUbJx24Z5_9_Lj7m0ByzAEKl7vLk0PpduXvnt8gXUeZjQYbn4cKFgNs3fON7BKIzivlfgg=&ver=3
http://www.rmnetwork.org/newrmn/
https://okumc-email.brtapp.com/!K+9Lx3OpIP-VlLd7+0xqEES8-Oj1hW4oGqHcxZaoPckuCeGfVLdNVsHW1OZlUqqfw

