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This Week in Worship 

 

June 20, 2021 
 

Acts 10: 9-15 
 

“Holy War” 
 

Jay Williams  

The Outreach  
Committee is seeking 
volunteers to help with 
Live Streaming our  

worship services and also running the 
church sound system on Sunday mornings. 
We hope to get enough volunteers to rotate 
duties throughout the month. Audio/Visual and 
social media experience is helpful, but not  
required.  
Training will be provided. If you are interested, 
please contact Brenda Wheelock at (405) 620-
1305 or email brendawheelock@cox.net. 

Jay Williams is an  
associate pastor at  
Mosaic UMC-OKC and 
adoptive parent of his 
twin nephews. He’s a 
recent graduate of  
Oklahoma City  
University where he 
majored in religious 
studies and is now a 
Master of Divinity  
candidate at Vanderbilt 
Divinity School. Jay has 
dedicated his life to 
serving. He is a voice 
for centering LGBTQ 
equality in a faith that 
too often abandons 
LGBTQ people and an 

advocate for racial justice in a community that too  
often fails to uplift people of color. Jay has been  
recognized by the Oklahoma Department of Mental 
Health as a rising star in addition to other  
acclamations for his advocacy in both the queer and 
Black community.  

 

Nearly 40 St. Stephen’s members and friends took a field trip to the Greenwood District of Tulsa 

June 12, to learn more about the horrors of the Tulsa Race Massacre and the resilience of the 

Greenwood community. Sites included the John Hope Franklin Reconciliation Park, the Vernon 

AME Church (picture on the right) and the new Greenwood Rising Museum.  

*Read more about this experience on page 3 of this edition of The Shield.* 

mailto:brendawheelock@cox.net


 

Thursday, June 17:  
 
Friday, June 18:  
  6:30 Living Room NA—Community  
                                                   Hall 
 
Saturday, June 19: 
  1:00 Project Outreach—Community  
               Hall 
     
Sunday, June 20:  
  8:30 Worship Service—Sanctuary 
  9:30 Sunday School 
  10:50 Worship Service—Sanctuary 
  6:00 Meditation—Room 11 
     
Monday, June 21:       
   7:00 Administrative Council—Zoom 
  
Tuesday, June 22:  Food & Shelter  
                                                  meal 
 
Wednesday, June 23:  
  2:30 Sacred Journey—Room 12 /Zoom 
  7:00 Choir—Zoom 

 This Week at  
St. Stephen’s 

Life Happenings 

June 13, 2021 

We celebrate…Happy Birthday to Pat Dallam Lizzie Chinn and Saen 
Gibson! * Happy Anniversary to Sam & Rebecca Huskey and Jeff &  
Dianne Peters! * Norah Zambrano is home from a 17 day stay in the 
hospital * the  Greenwood field trip was an enlightening experience * 
Leslie Bohon-Bothwell thankful for all the support and that her son is 
now moved in with this brother *  
Our prayers are with…Roger Frech and Lynn Dwyer each awaiting 
test results * Bobbie Lamb adjusting to new living situation * Melinda 
Russell recovering from surgery * Nathan Boyd recovering from spinal 
surgery * Sharon Ringrose’s uncle and aunt with covid, and uncle with 
debilitating stroke * Kay Most’s friend Deb in ICU * Alyssa Miller with 
strep * friends of Ann Boyd, former member, who died unexpectedly 
this week * Amber Mathis’ mom, David Kelso, Jeannie Himes, cancer 
treatment * CF Moore and Paula Grove, hospice care * homebound 
members Don Schroeder, Betty & George Richtmeyer, Gene & Mary 
Black, Carolyn Eckert, Wanda Mahoney * those in assisted living: 
Maureen Bynum, Saen Gibson 

Summer Book Groups 

Our summer tradition of offering non-fiction 

reading groups is an opportunity to fill those  

extra hours of the summer with a good non-fiction book. While 

the Fiction Club reads fiction throughout the year, non-fiction 

book groups are traditionally offered just in the summer 

months. If you’ve read a good non-fiction book and would like to 

lead a discussion group, please contact the Church office.   

We are so excited to get to 
recognize another 100th 
birthday - C.F. Moore! 

He will  
accomplish his 
100th birthday 
on June 27, and 
we would like to 
send a "card 
shower".  
Overwhelm him with lots of 
good wishes and birthday 
cards by sending them to him 
at: 1619 Crown Pt., Norman, 
OK 73072 

We are pleased to be able to welcome some guest preachers 
to St. Stephen's in the coming weeks: 
 
June 20 - Jay Williams, youth director at Mosaic UMC, and soon-
to-be seminarian 
July 11 - Rev. Dr. Victor McCullough, 
our District Superintendent 
August 1 - Rev. Jim Eller 
TBD: Rev. Frankye Johnson 

July/August  

edition of  

Upper Room is 

now available 

in the loggia. 

Contact the church office 

if you’d like a copy 

dropped on your porch 

Summer Book Group led by Rev. Jeannie: Lies My Preacher Told Me 

“In this concise volume, Brent Strawn addresses ten 

common "lies" or mistruths about the Old Testa-

ment….Written by a leading scholar in Old Testament 

and designed for easy reading and group discussion, 

this book will expand your thinking about the Bible's 

First (and largest) Testament.”  Email 

revjeankc@aol.com to be a part of the conversation 

https://www.indiebound.org/book/9780664265717
mailto:rejeankc@aol.com
https://www.indiebound.org/book/9780664265717


From Jeannie’s Desk… 
“The past is never dead. It's not even past.” ― William Faulkner, Requiem for a Nun 

 

We had a good sized group travel together to the Greenwood area of Tulsa, to visit 
the historic Vernon AME church, the John Hope Franklin Reconciliation park, and the new Green-
wood Rising museum. We saw very memorable things as we walked on hallowed ground and 
breathed air where once there was thick smoke. The experience brought home the reality of what 
was done by a violent white mob 100 years ago, that was envious of and angry about the success of 
the Black citizens of Tulsa. 
 

This week we also are hearing about another denomination having great struggles with the idea of 
system racism, and critical race theory. Some debate the reality of it. Others have no doubt  
whatsoever, as they live with it every day. ”My reality” vs “your reality”, not believing the other exists. 
It is so much more comfortable to not believe that harsh reality exists, that our ancestors committed 
brutality, that we have benefitted from the mistreatment and oppression of others. 
 

But ignoring what is real doesn't make it disappear. Even though looking at what is painful, past or 
present, is very uncomfortable, we must do it. 
 

I encourage you to take the time to really see, to hear, and to contemplate the reality of those who 
have been harmed. It may be hard, but you can do hard things. 
 
                      Jeannie 

One of St. Stephen’s 

newest acolytes,  

Lizzy Chinn 

June 13, 2021 

Eyes Wide Open: Tulsa’s Hidden Past  

After our trip to the Tulsa Greenwood District where 40 of our members 

visited the Greenwood Rising Museum, the Vernon AME Church, and the 

John Hope Franklin Reconciliation Park the following comments were 

made: 
 

“I was really impressed with the holographic re-enactment of a  

barbershop at the Greenwood Rising Museum. From the bantering to 

the hard realities of Jim Crow, the dialogue drew me into the  

oppressiveness of white power and reflected the enormous gap in black-

white relations that is sadly still evident in many ways today.”  
 

“The trip caused me to think more about reparations and what would be 

meaningful and make the most positive impact. The Tulsa Rising  

Museum was a powerful demonstration of what that community has  

experienced.” 
 

“Visiting Greenwood adds a new level of understanding and pain for 

what was done here.  Recognizing how law enforcement supported and 

justified the carnage of Greenwood is hard to understand.  We must 

continue to uncover and acknowledge the wrongs committed to the 

Black citizens and businesses of Greenwood, and to make reparations 

for the physical, emotional and economic losses.   There is still much 

work to repair what has been done.” 
 

“The Tulsa trip was an eye opening, life altering experience.  We learned 

so much about the events of that day and that we cannot continue to 

ignore the past if we want to heal those hurts and move forward in a 

positive way.  We are so very grateful for the opportunity to share the 

experience with our children so they may learn these lessons much  

earlier than we did.” 

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/2041161


 

   St. Stephen’s United Methodist Church 

405-321-4988 

1801 W. Brooks, Norman OK 73069 

www.ststephensnorman.org 

ststephensumc@coxinet.net 

Church services Sunday Morning 8:30 am  

and 10:50 am  Sunday School  at 9:40 

 

 

 

 

There will be no evening youth this Sunday June 20th 

so that we can all be with our families to celebrate 

Father’s Day. We will still have Sunday School at 

9:40am in Lyle Hall.  

 

Parents: If you have a student who wants to attend 

our summer mission trip, please get with me ASAP. 

We will be gone July 26-31st.  

 

We will be back in person on July 27th from 4-6pm.  

 

~Alyssa 

Youth Shen
anigans 

 

 

Kids Corner 

Society often ignores people who cannot 
help themselves. In "Jesus and the  
Children" the disciples tried to keep the 
youngest of Jesus' followers from  
interacting with their busy, important 
teacher. There are puzzles to solve, the 
one room Sunday school comic and the 
family devotional in this week's church 
mail. "Finding Nemo" is the Pixar movie 
to pair with this bible story.  
 
Keep cool and hydrate! Ms. Lynnette  

Music Box  
This Sunday the choir will be singing 
Mark Miller’s “Christ Has Broken 
Down the Wall.” The ordering of the 

words to the verses speaks to me as I think 
about what we are charged to do. Christ 
leads the way by breaking down all walls that 
separate us from God and each other. But 
are we to just sit back and watch? No. But 
how are we to do that? First, we must know 
that we are accepted as we are... we don’t 
need to be something or someone who we 
aren’t. We can then move on to cast aside 
our doubts and fears as we take the final 
step to work to break down those walls  
ourselves. That is what we are called to do. 
And, at St. Stephen’s, that is what we do 
every day.  
 
Peace, Vicki  

MISSION TRIP!!  

The youth group has some exciting news! We are 

going on a mission trip July 26-31. Our groups 

main fundraiser for each summer’s mission is our 

Easter Breakfast, and we haven’t been able to have 

that for the last 2 years. If you would like to donate, it 

would be very much appreciated. You can do so by 

contacting me or Lauren in the church office.  

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Dc8dzPGn4-LCajFevTkh9LXY4rc7UcmcZEres6boX3f4cYLqKgf9dVv42KnjF9OVu5R_T-5eXhVhjRKOQUC2nLo7zqy-JU_UuLu19bUbJx24Z5_9_Lj7m0ByzAEKl7vLk0PpduXvnt8gXUeZjQYbn4cKFgNs3fON7BKIzivlfgg=&ver=3
http://www.ststephensnorman.org
http://www.rmnetwork.org/newrmn/

