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This Week in Worship 

May 24 
 

“Do the Good Thing” 
 

1 Peter 3: 13-17 
 

Rev. Jeannie Himes  

 

May 24,  
Online  

Worship  
 

Sunday School will be held at 9:30am.   
Class leaders will be in touch as they organize 

hold electronic meetings. If you would like to be 
included in a virtual  

Sunday School class, email the church office at  
ststephensumc@coxinet.net 

An abbreviated worship service will be 
streamed at 11:00am.   

This live stream can be accessed on  
Facebook Live 

Past sermons videos are always available through our  
website, ststephensnorman.org, on YouTube 

A family friendly art collaboration is 
available for everyone  who would 
like to help create an awesome  
border for our butterfly garden. Stop 
by the church and pick up a rock(s) 
from the butterfly garden border on the north 
side of the building (or use a rock from your 
home!). Take home, paint with acrylic paint, and 
place in the garden when finished.  
It will take a lot of rocks to complete this project 
so don't be shy, stop on by and ROCK ON! 

As so many are needing to be at home 

in isolation, our pastors will be calling 

many to hear your voices! If you need 

things that you cannot get, we have some younger 

folks who are happy to help. Let us know what you 

need, or what you need to say. Contact the church in 

these ways:   

Office:  

ststephensumc@coxinet.net 405.321.4988 

Jeannie: revjeankc@aol.com 405.209.0202 

Jennifer: jhas1975@gmail.com 405.812.0641 

John Hope Franklin Symposium on Reconciliation 
The 2020 Reconciliation in America National Symposium (virtual format) will be held over a 5-day period, May 27 - 
June 2. The title of this year’s symposium is “Reconciliation and Technology: Neutral Resources for Social Good". 
Our very own Dan Snell will be one of the featured speakers when he presents “Is There an APP for Empathy?” on 
the 4th day, June 1. This is the 11th annual Symposium on reconciliation sponsored by the John Hope Franklin  
Center for Reconciliation. The Center is located in Tulsa adjacent to the Greenwood Cultural Center.  
 

The Center’s website states “Technology as Reconciliation unites us as change agents, researchers of effective 
practices, and peacemakers in the intentional journey of reconciliation. By convening global scholars and  
practitioners, the Center hopes to promote a dialogue among those who work to bridge societal divides.”  
 

Registration is required for this virtual Symposium. The free event with the Keynote speaker is Wednesday  
evening 6:00-7:00pm, May 27 (the first night). The cost to attend the daytime Symposium of presentations is 
$50.00. Use this link for the Center’s website to register and click on the National Symposium tab: 
John Hope Franklin Center for Reconciliation 

The Church Office will  

be closed  

Monday, May 25  

for Memorial Day 

https://www.facebook.com/ststephensnorman/
ststephensnorman.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aoWMEX73Asg&feature=youtu.be
mailto:ststephensumc@coxinet.net
mailto:revjeankc@aol.com
mailto:jhas1975@gmail.com
https://www.jhfcenter.org/


 

Life Happenings 

May 17, 2020 

We celebrate...Happy Birthday Alyssa Miller, Julie Sondag, Jason 

Martin, Jack Chinn, Chris MacDougall, Melinda Russell and Ellen 

Simmons * New job for Sharon Ringrose * April Wilkerson and others’ 

amazing poetic talent * Rick Sondag and his gift of music * 

CONGRATULATIONS High School Graduates: Laura, Billy, Colin, Ella, 

Seth, Jonah, Eli and Drew!!! * Congratulations College Graduates: Addie, 

Emma, Maddie, Alonna, Amanda, Kolleen and Priya 

Our prayers are with…Travel mercies for Don MacGorman * Len 

Thomas’ cousin John DeSatnyik and his sisters, Jennfer and Dawn, as he 

faces end of life * Alyssa Miller, broken knee * Nancy VonBargen’s 92 

year old mom in New Jersey, with fever and awaiting test results * Bryan 

and Jen McDanel, navigating recent loss * Gene & Mary Black, health 

and wellness * Kay Most getting staples out this week * Residents and 

staff at Arbor House with recent diagnosis and death related to Covid-

19 * Those in assisted living: Maureen Bynum, Paula Grove, Alta Chilson, 

Don Schmidt, Bob Johns, Saen Gibson * Blanche Record, recovering 

from illness * Rick Riecke after the death of his sister 

This week at  
St. Stephen’s… 

 

Thursday, May 21: 
                           

Friday, May 22:  
  12:00 Top of the Hill—Zoom 
      

Saturday, May 23: 
     

Sunday, May 24:  
  9:30 Online Sunday School 
  11:00 Online Worship Service 
   6:00 Meditation—Zoom  
                 

Monday, May 25:   Memorial Day 
                          

Tuesday, May 26:  Food & Shelter  
                

Wednesday, May 27:  
  2:30 Sacred Journey—Zoom 
  7:00 Choir—Zoom 

Spring and Summer Book  

Discussion Groups 

We are starting the Summer Reading 

Groups on non-fiction books early to accommodate changing 

needs. As in previous years, we are looking for reading group lead-

ers for non-fiction books. Rev. Jeannie and Rev. Jennifer are starting 

us off with some books for May. Their books are listed to the right.  

Please contact the church office if you would like to lead a non-fiction 

book discussion this summer. See the Spring and Summer Books, 

with leaders and contact information, to the right. We still need 

more book leaders for June and/or July.  

 

Hope and Other  
Superpowers by John 
Pavlovitz.  
 
Contact Rev.  
Jeannie Himes at 
revjeankc@aol.com 

Sexuality and the Black 
Church by Kelly Brown 
Douglas.  
 
Contact Rev. Jennifer 
Ahrens-Sims at 
jhas1975@gmail.com 

Materiality as Resistance 
by Walter Brueggemann. 
 
Contact Rev. Dianne  
Peters at dianner-
peters@gmail.com 

Mary Magdalene  
Revealed by Meggan 
Watterson.  
 
Contact Rev. Dianne  
Peters at dianner-
peters@gmail.com  

White Fragility: Why it’s 
so Hard... by Robin J.  
DiAngelo.  
 
Contact Tanner Carlson 
at tannerc9@gmail.com 

A group of private donors along with conference partners Oklahoma City 
University, Circle of Care, Oklahoma Indian Missionary Conference and the 
Oklahoma United Methodist Foundation have been working to produce a 
special 30-minute television program called “Hope in the Heartland:  
Stories of Inspiration from the United Methodist Church” to recognize 
front line workers like police officers, firefighters, nurses, paramedics,  
grocery store employees, day care staff or anyone who has continued to 
work during the Covid-19 pandemic.  
 
The program will air at 12:30 pm on Sunday, May 24 on the CBS affiliates 
in OKC (News 9) and Tulsa (News on 6).  It will also be available on 
okumc.org website. 

https://www.indiebound.org/book/9781501179655
https://www.indiebound.org/book/9781501179655
https://www.indiebound.org/book/9781570752421
https://www.indiebound.org/book/9781570752421
https://www.cokesbury.com/9780664266264-Materiality-as-ResistanceC:/Users/Sally%20Suit/Documents/2007%20Worship%20Bulletins
https://www.indiebound.org/book/9781401954284
https://www.indiebound.org/book/9781401954284
https://www.indiebound.org/book/9780807047415
https://www.indiebound.org/book/9780807047415
http://okumc.org


Dear St. Stephen’s Family, 

 

I am pleased to write this letter on behalf of the church’s Finance Committee.  In this time of so 
much uncertainty, we would like to bring you up to date on where we are financially, and what 
is being planned for our future together at St. Stephen’s.   

 

We have held two of our regular monthly meetings via the internet.  As always, we carefully 
examined our financial profile (income/expense statement, the balance sheet of the General 
Fund and the reconciliation of the Main Operating Account). We also compared our financial 
profile with our financial profile from this time last year and our yearly budget.  We have re-
duced expenses (mostly utilities and cleaning).  In some cases we have had to reduce staff 
hours although we have not had to reduce staff pay.  The conclusion from all of this is that St. 
Stephen’s is in reasonably good shape financially at this point and we are keeping current with 
our most pressing obligations.  

 

The pattern of giving has changed and continues to change in response to the Covid-19 crisis.  
Of course a percentage of giving previously came from cash in the Sunday services offering 
plate, and that is no longer possible.  However, this appears to have been replaced by an  
increase in unpledged income. We would especially like to thank those folks who have 
switched to on-line giving.  This greatly simplifies the bookkeeping part of our financial opera-
tion, as well as being more convenient to the donors. 
 

The Finance Committee is thinking ahead about where we might be in a few months, and also, 
with a longer view, where we might be at this time next year.  No one can confidently predict 
the future, but it is important to listen to medical and scientific experts, and be ready to  
respond to a variety of possibilities. 
 

Finally, on a personal note, I am impressed and moved by how everyone has acted during 
these times…the pastors, staff,  members…everyone.  It is a privilege to be part of St. Stephens. 

 

Sincerely, 

Roger Frech 

Chair, Finance Committee  

 



 

For Sunday, May 24 

                                                             “You Are Mine”                                                           2218 
1. I will come to you in the silence, I will lift you from all your fear. You will hear my voice, I claim 

you as my choice, be still and know I am here. Do not be afraid, I am with you. I have called you 
each by name. Come and follow me, I will bring you home; I love you and you are mine. 

2. I am hope for all who are hopeless, I am eyes for all who long to see. In the shadows of the 
night, I will be your light, come and rest in me. Do not be afraid, I am with you. I have called you 
each by name. Come and follow me, I will bring you home; I love you and you are mine. 

3. I am strength for all the despairing, healing for the ones who dwell in shame. All the blind will 
see, the lame will all run free, and all will know my name. Do not be afraid, I am with you. I have 
called you each by name. Come and follow me, I will bring you home; I love you and you are 
mine. 

4. I am the Word that leads all to freedom, I am the peace the world cannot give. I will call your 
name, embracing all your pain, stand up, now walk, and love! Do not be afraid, I am with you. I 
have called you each by name. Come and follow me, I will being you home; I love you and you 
are mine. 

                                                      “God is So Good”                                                           2056 
1. God is so good, God is so good, God is so good, God’s so good to me. 
2. God cares for me, God care for me, God cares for me, God’s so good to me. 
3. God loves me so, God loves me so , God loves me so, God’s so good to me. 

St. Stephen’s wants to congratulate all 

our 2020 high school seniors. We have 

enjoyed watching you all grow to be-

come the amazing young adults. We 

pray for blessings for each of you as you go forward onto 

your next chapter. Always remember that your  

family at St. Stephen’s are here for you and cheering you 

on.           Go do great things Class of 2020!! 

Jonah Hochman, Billy Drommond, Drew Dillon,  

Ella Pantalone, Colin Berryhill, Eli Blanco,  

Seth Blanco, Laura Meirick  

Your Story 

You will turn pages 

and advance through chapters of your life 

where you come across stories of  

such breathtaking joy 

that you cannot believe how loved you are. 

And you will encounter narratives of such sorrow 

that your knees will buckle in grief. 

Your job is to keeping reading 

Do not strive for certainty  

or see life as black or white 

Find the middle way 

Hold all your stories gently 

And with hope. 

-April Wilkerson 



From Jeannie’s Desk… 
This week I listened to a sermon by Rev. Traci Blackmon, a leader in the UCC  
denomination, and African-American. Speaking on the story of the “Bent-Over  
Woman” from Luke 13, she noted that “Jesus saw her”. And, being unlike Jesus 
to look down on someone, he would have bent over like her, in order to see her. 

Bent over to her level, where he could really see her, contorting his own body to be able to face 
her. 
 
This story's metaphor is that being bent over is to carry a heavy burden. And in these days of  
pandemic disease, those who are already bent over by burdens are being effected the most: 
those who have no financial cushion when out of work; those who live in poverty, and the 
homeless; those in fragile  
condition in nursing facilities; people of color, immigrants, who work the unpleasant jobs in 
meat processing plants. 
 
Some people are born bent over with burdens, and others end up that way for a multitude of 
reasons. Jesus doesn't leave us there. Jesus bends over with us, and as he called her “daughter 
of Abraham”, thereby claiming her as family, he calls us family as well. 
 
Peace be with you..................... Jeannie 

#1801BROOKS (Brooks side)  

Q and A Jokes. Take one. Leave one. 
Add your joke to the log. 

Coordinates: 35.208140, -97.468621 

Clues:  

Q: What runs around the football field 
but never moves? 

Q: What kind of hat do you wear on 
your leg? 

Want help with the clues? Text: 405-
701-9579. 

Post pics of your geocaching fun to 
#1801BROOKS on Facebook.  
Don’t give away the location!!! 

 

 

St. Stephen’s  

Geocaching Adventures! 

Our St. Stephen's geocaches 
are not on any app. What you 
need is GPS on a smart 
phone. Enter the coordinates 
and try to get as close to those 
exact coordinates as possible 
to find the hidden geocache! 
Once you find it, open it and 
add your name and date to the 
log. When you're done, rehide 
it in the same place for the next 
geocacher! Can't wait to see 
what other jokes or riddles you 
add as well! 

#McGeeWe (not Brooks side) 

Take a riddle. Leave a riddle. Add 
your riddle on the log inside. 
 

Coordinates: 35.208331, -97.468141 
 

Clues:  

The answer to this riddle is what 
Ralphie stuck on a pole: What tastes 
better than it smells? 

How can you place a pencil on the 
floor so that no one can jump over it? 

Want help with the clues? Text: 405-
701-9579. 

Post pics of your geocaching fun to 
#McGeeWe on Facebook. Don’t give 
away the location!!! 

 
Check Out Our New Website  

and Church Branding! 
https://ststephensnorman.org 

 

https://ststephensnorman.org
https://ststephensnorman.org/


 

St. Stephen’s United Methodist Church 

405-321-4988 

1801 W. Brooks, Norman OK 73069 

www.ststephensnorman.org 

ststephensumc@coxinet.net 

Church services Sunday Morning 8:30 am  

and 10:50 am  Sunday School at 9:40 am 
OUR DONATION LINK!! 

Kid’s Corner 
 

 

 
“Paul Escapes" continues the story of Paul's new  
commitment to spreading the news of Jesus. There are 
word search and choosing letter grid puzzles and an  
escape basket craft as our group activities. There are  
several rocks left to chose from to create a beautiful border 
for the butterfly garden. Stop by the church and pick one 
and return after painting it. Keep watching the Facebook 
live-stream worship service on Sundays at 11:00 am. Stay 
safe and be well. Ms. Lynnette  

Music Box 

  Thank you to Rick Sondag for that 
very moving tribute to the 2020 grad-

uates this past Sunday.  What wonderful 
words to share with these young people. 
There is more special music this Sunday when 
we will be joined by Emily and Jared Rixstine. 
Emily will be playing a movement entitled 
“Blue” from Alyssa Morris’ “Four Personali-
ties.” She shared these words about this piece: 
“Blue brings gifts of service, loyalty, sincerity, 
and thoughtfulness. ...creating relationships 
and having purpose is what motivates blue.”  
You won’t want to miss this powerful piece as 
we welcome Emily and Jared home!  
 

Peace,  Vicki  

 
 

    

Sometimes in life, we must take a minute, step 

back, and find something to be thankful for. 

Last Saturday being with some of our seniors at 

the church was great. To be able to hear these 

young adults talk about what being members at 

St. Stephen’s has taught them was such a bless-

ing. As a congregation, being able to watch 

these young adults grow and accomplish so 

many things is something each of us should be 

thankful for.  

The youth is still meeting each week on zoom. 

It gives us time to talk about our day/week, 

have some laughs and just enjoy getting to see 

each other. If you have a youth that would like 

to join us, please get in contact with me or Lau-

ren at the church office.  

Peace to all, Alyssa 

Youth Shen
angians 

Meditation anyone? Zoom 
with us! St. Stephen’s has 
been home to our meditation 
group for over 20 years. Thank 
you! During this time of the 
building closure we are  
offering our meditation over 
Zoom and would like to  
personally invite our friends at 
St. Stephen’s to join 
us.  Every Sunday night at 6 
o’clock we have a zoom  
Beginning Meditation 
class.  It is a very easy, guided 
meditation led by Dr. Lisa  
Connery or Richard Coberg, 
PhD both of whom have been 
meditating for many decades. 
They supply the group with 
helpful tips and tools to quiet 
and calm your mind.  All required is a way to zoom, 
comfortable clothes, a quiet space, a comfortable sitting 
space or chair, and a desire to meditate.  We would love 
for you to join us.  
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/318080548?
pwd=OS9Za3MxSDhNTm13RGNwZm5zaHJnQT09 
Meeting ID: 318 080 548 
Password: 197964 
 

Questions? Contact Lisaconnery@gmail.com or  
lindaaterrell@hotmail.com 

http://www.ststephensnorman.org
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Dc8dzPGn4-LCajFevTkh9LXY4rc7UcmcZEres6boX3f4cYLqKgf9dVv42KnjF9OVu5R_T-5eXhVhjRKOQUC2nLo7zqy-JU_UuLu19bUbJx24Z5_9_Lj7m0ByzAEKl7vLk0PpduXvnt8gXUeZjQYbn4cKFgNs3fON7BKIzivlfgg=&ver=3
http://www.rmnetwork.org/newrmn/
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fzoom.us%2Fj%2F318080548%3Fpwd%3DOS9Za3MxSDhNTm13RGNwZm5zaHJnQT09&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cf12285ac5e4241dd8b8a08d7d42d468a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637211163220964466&sdata=mjnWuPF
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fzoom.us%2Fj%2F318080548%3Fpwd%3DOS9Za3MxSDhNTm13RGNwZm5zaHJnQT09&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cf12285ac5e4241dd8b8a08d7d42d468a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637211163220964466&sdata=mjnWuPF

