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This Week in Worship 

April 11, 2021 
 

Psalm 104: 1a, 10-24 
 

The Whole Being 
 

Rev. Jennifer Ahrens-Sims 

 

 

 

 

8:30 service is BACK!  

April 11 the early service  
will be outdoors.  

Bring your comfy lawn chair and coffee. There is 
plenty of room to be present in person and be well
-spaced from others! Masks are worn by all, and 
the service is shortened from pre-pandemic times. 
You are also welcome to be present at 10:50,  
during our livestreamed service, with plenty of 
room. Come when you feel comfortable doing so.  
You will find happy eyes greeting you!! 

Blessing of the Animals  

Sunday, April 11 
 

8:30 service only, outdoors 
10:50 will be indoors and pet-free. 

All well-behaved pets, on leashes or in carriers are welcome! 
 

Please refrain from clapping or snapping during the service, 
which may be signals for some pets. 

 
Consider bringing your own lawn chair, sun 

hat and pet waste bags. Enter the parking lot 
from the McGee/NE entrance 

Scenes from Easter 2021 at St. Stephen’s.   

More pictures on page 3! 



 

Thursday, April 8:  
 
Friday, April 9:  
  6:30 Living Room NA—Community Hall 
 
Saturday, April 10: 
     
Sunday, April 11:   
   8:30 Worship Service 
   10:50 Worship Service 
   11:00 Online Worship Service 
   4:00 Youth—Community Hall 
   4:00  Confirmation—Zoom 
   6:00 Meditation—Zoom 
     
Monday, April 12:   
   6:30 Finance Committee—Zoom 
       
Tuesday, April 13:   
   7:00 Fiction Club—Zoom 
 
Wednesday, April 14:  
  2:30 Sacred Journey—Zoom 
  7:00 Choir—Zoom  

 This Week at  
St. Stephen’s 

Life Happenings 

April 4, 2021 

We celebrate…Happy Birthday: Sarah Culp Quinnett, Emma Hochman, 

Phillip Bohon-Bothwell, Sharon Gray, Barbara Benton (91!) * Joy Morren is 

a Rotary Scholar of the Month, Susie Morren is Rotary Scholar of the Year 

and will attend OCU, double majoring in cello and math! * Kay Most’s  

uncle is back at rehab * Congratulations to Camille Banos Milton on being 

matched for a neurosurgery residency at the University of Tennessee Health 

Science Center in Memphis * Gene Groff is so glad to be back in worship * 

Our Food & Shelter parent’s health is improved with new diagnosis/

treatment and she was recently approved for Section 8 housing! * Gerald 

Sipe has lots of cool things going on lately 

 

Our prayers are with…Rev. Jeannie Himes now having surgery Tuesday, 

April 13 * Kim Velie, health concerns * Travel mercies for David Kelso (Jr.) 

on trip to California * Travel mercies for Richard & Judy Collins returning to 

Norman from Florida * Dee & Arletta’s neighbor Glen, cancer diagnosis * 

Shawn Dowdy & family grieving after Roy’s death * Chip Smith & family 

after the death of Chip’s father * Sandi Sharp-Hayes after the death of a life-

long friend * Paula Grove on hospice * Barbra Licano on palliative care * 

Amber Mathis’ mom, cancer * Gene & Mary Black * Carolyn Eckert * Those 

in assisted living: Maureen Bynum, Paula Grove, Alta Chilson, Wanda  

Mahoney and Saen Gibson *  

New Book Group 

Cicely Tyson was a gifted actor whose lifetime 

spanned 96 years.  She lived through vast  

changes in our nation related to race and  

women, including the Civil Rights Movement and 

BLM.  Her very personal memoir, Just As I Am, is 

topping the Best Sellers lists and sells out  

quickly.  Nearly 400 pages long, it is engaging 

and enlightening to read, as she shares her 

unique perspective on many different topics.  Those who wish to 

discuss her book will meet on Tuesday, June 8
th

 at 7:00 p.m. 

Contact Dianne Peters if you would like to be included in the group: 

diannerpeters@gmail.com. 

Earth Day Roundtable: Is Solar Power Right for You? 

 

This year’s Earth Day Roundtable will be on Zoom, Sunday, April 25, 4:00-

5:30pm. Our presenter will be Steve Startz with Green Wind and Solar here in 

Norman, http://www.greenwindandsolar.com. Steve will present information 

about wind and solar power in Oklahoma. He will also present information on 

installation and ownership of commercial and residential solar panels. A discus-

sion will follow. Watch for more info in the Shield next week. 

https://www.indiebound.org/book/9780062931061
https://www.indiebound.org/book/9780062931061
http://www.greenwindandsolar.com


From Jeannie’s Desk… 
Wounded People/Wounded Savior 
 
Even as we begin to come out of our isolation, blinking in the sunshine, unsure of 
what and who is safe, we find ourselves at Easter. We mark resurrection, but are 
still tentative on whether our world is really resurrected. The year has left us 

wounded – the walking wounded. The year of “vision” left us seeing things we never wanted to 
see, doing things in a way we never wanted to do. 
 
The Easter story tells of  how the one who showed us the ways of God was wounded too. And even 
after resurrection, still wounded – showing the wounds to his closest friends. He walked with them, 
taking his wounds along. 
 
And so we come into our gradual time of return, of resurrecting our lives, bearing our wounds. 
They don't just disappear. They live with us, and we live with them. The thing to keep remembering 
is that we DO live, with the wounds. 
 
Peace............. Jeannie 

Outdoor worship service and  

Easter egg hunt 

April 4, 2021 



 

   St. Stephen’s United Methodist Church 

405-321-4988 

1801 W. Brooks, Norman OK 73069 

www.ststephensnorman.org 

ststephensumc@coxinet.net 

Church services Sunday Morning 8:30 am  

and 10:50 am  Sunday School  at 9:40 

 

 

 

Youth will be in person this Sunday from 4-5:30pm at the 

church with Luke, With the weather getting warmer, we 

will try and start meeting more in person. 

 

Confirmation class will be from 4-5pm via zoom.  Our 

class has been going really well, and we look forward to 

having our Confirmation Sunday on May 16th.  

 

Senior Sunday is coming on May 23rd. If you have a high 

school or college senior please get with me or Lauren in 

the church office.  

 

~Alyssa 

Youth Shen
anigans 

 

 

Kids Corner 

Two disciples meet another traveler 
on the road to "Emmaus" . It is Jesus 
resurrected, they only recognize him 
after he has broken bread with them. 
A maze to Emmaus, a People, Places 
and things crossword and the One 
Room S.S. comic page are this 
week's church mail activities.  
 
Stay safe and mask on friends! Ms. 
Lynnette   

Music Box 

As we join together this Sunday 
for the blessing of the animals, 

we will be singing “God of the sparrow 
God of the whale.” Written in 1983 by 
Jaroslav Vajda, a Lutheran minister 
from Ohio, it has become one of the 
most popular hymns written during the 
past 40 years. Written without  
punctuation or rhyme, it gives a sense 
of freeness and openness to God’s  
creations. What better way to show the 
diversity of our world than what we see 
in the title….a tiny sparrow and a 
whale? Let us embrace that diversity as 
we join together this Sunday to bless 
our pets!  
Peace, Vicki  

 
The Third Harmony: Nonviolence and 
the New Story of Human Nature tells the 
story of nonviolence, humanity’s  
greatest (and most overlooked)  
resource. On Demand screening April 
16-18. Access information to come in 
next week's Shield. Check out  
curriculum and discussion guides for 
your small group at https://
thirdharmony.org/. 

Coming in April:  

St Stephen's Big Read— 

Isabel Wilkerson's dynamic book about 

race and class. 

If you have a copy of the book that you have 

finished and would be willing to share, let the 

church office know, so we can help provide 

the reading opportunity for  

everyone! 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Dc8dzPGn4-LCajFevTkh9LXY4rc7UcmcZEres6boX3f4cYLqKgf9dVv42KnjF9OVu5R_T-5eXhVhjRKOQUC2nLo7zqy-JU_UuLu19bUbJx24Z5_9_Lj7m0ByzAEKl7vLk0PpduXvnt8gXUeZjQYbn4cKFgNs3fON7BKIzivlfgg=&ver=3
http://www.ststephensnorman.org
http://www.rmnetwork.org/newrmn/
https://thirdharmony.org/
https://thirdharmony.org/
https://www.indiebound.org/book/9780593230251

