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This Week in Worship 

April 4, 2021 
 

John 20: 1-18 
 

Rolling Stones 
 

Rev. Jeannie Himes 

8:30 service is BACK!  

April 4 and 11 the early service  
will be outdoors.  

Bring your comfy lawn chair and coffee. 
There is plenty of room to be present in  
person and be well-spaced from others! 
Masks are worn by all, and the service is 
shortened from pre-pandemic times. You are 
also welcome to be present at 10:50, during 
our livestreamed service, with plenty of room. 
Come when you feel comfortable doing so.  
You will find happy eyes greeting you!! 

    Holy Week and Easter   

 During Holy Week this year we will have stations for 
prayer and contemplation in the Sanctuary. 

 

 Maundy Thursday, April 1 
      Sign up here for a Holy Week  
      communion experience, staggered so   
      that people can remain safely  
      distanced,  5:00-7:00pm. 
 

 Good Friday, April 2 
      A short Good Friday service will be  
      livestreamed on Facebook at 7:00pm.  
      Participants in the sanctuary  
      are also encouraged. 

 Easter Sunday, April 4 
      Easter, we will have the 8:30 service outdoors, and  
      the 10:50 service indoors &  
      livestreamed. Easter egg hunt will    
      follow the 10:50 service! 

Consider bringing your own lawn   
               chair, and enter the parking lot from the McGee / NE   
      entrance.  

Prayer and Meditation stations  
for Holy Week,  

through Maundy Thursday 
 
In the sanctuary we will have various  
stations for types of prayer and meditation, 
beginning Monday morning, March 29. You 
are welcome to come any time you can  
access the building. Office hours are:  
Mon-Th 8:00-4:30. Come find a method of 
contemplation that may be new to you!! 

 

 

 

This Sunday, around noon (following 2nd service), 
the hunt is on!  Join us in front of the church,  
under the trees along Brooks. No need to enter the 
building, and with plenty of outdoor space to  
socially distance while hunting! 
 

Celebration time for K-2 with Ms. Vicki returns this 
Sunday, as well as infant-PreK childcare for 2nd 
service!  

https://signup.com/go/EhzQMzu


 

Thursday, April 1:  
  5:00 Maundy Thursday Communion   
 
Friday, April 2:  
  6:30 Living Room NA—CH 
  7:00 Good Friday Tenebrae 
 
Saturday, April 3: 
     
Sunday, April 4:  Easter 
    8:30 Worship Service 
   10:50 Worship Service 
   11:00 Online Worship Service 
   12:00 Easter Egg Hunt—Outdoors 
   6:00 Meditation—Zoom 
     
Monday, April 5:   
       
Tuesday, April 6:  Election Day 
  7:00 Scholarship Boy—Zoom 
 
Wednesday, April 7:  
  2:30 Sacred Journey—Zoom 
  7:00 Choir—Zoom  

 This Week at  
St. Stephen’s 

Life Happenings 

March 28, 2021 

We celebrate…Happy Birthday: Roger Frech, Burse Dills * 

Lynnette’s daughters, Tabitha and Samantha in process of moving  

 

Our prayers are with…Shawn Dowdy & family grieving after Roy’s 

death * Chip Smith & family after the death of Chip’s father * Sandi 

Sharp-Hayes after the death of a life-long friend * Jeannie Himes 

having surgery April 8 * Jackie Shipp, recovering after fall * Sam 

Eller, discerning job offer * Rick Sondag’s 97-yr-old mother who fell 

and broke wrist, additional complications * Member of Ahrens-Sims 

family with job concerns * Kay Most’s uncle Gary, health concerns * 

Kay’s friend Amy, cataract surgery * From Sam Huskey: a young man 

name Tyler who recently suffered stroke * Bob Vandewater  

concerned about politicization of basic human rights * Paula Grove 

on hospice * Barbra Licano on palliative care * Food & Shelter  

cottage mom, health concerns * Amber Mathis’ mom, cancer * Gene 

& Mary Black * Carolyn Eckert * Those in assisted living: Maureen 

Bynum, Paula Grove, Alta Chilson, Wanda Mahoney and Saen  

Gibson * From the church website: Paul’s mother Lorraine, aunt 

Jackie and uncle Steve * Mr. Bartlett, for access to early treatments 

for Covid   

Coming in April: St Stephen's Big Read— 

Isabel Wilkerson's dynamic book about race 

and class. 

If you have a copy of the book that you have 

finished and would be willing to share, let the 

church office know, so we can help provide the 

reading opportunity for everyone! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Stephen’s is observing UMCOR 

Sunday during the entire season of 

Lent.  The coin folders will be  

welcome on Easter, or the following 

two Sundays. These Lenten  

offerings and other specified  

donations will be divided between 

UMCOR’s general funds and the 

COVID-19 Response Fund. Even as 

we keep distance, we can be there 

for others through grants to assist  

vulnerable populations. 

Are You Having a Faith Shift? 

Are you struggling to find your way  

forward when it feels like everything is  

falling apart?  The is the theme of a new 

study being hosted by the Roots and 

Wings Adult Sunday School class,  

beginning April 11
th

 at 9:30 a.m. Kathy  

Escobar is the primary resource person for 

this seven-week course. If you or someone 

you know is in a season of feeling lost and 

deeply uncertain, contact Pastor Dianne 

Peters at diannerpeters@gmail.com (or the church office) and 

she will add you to the Zoom list.  Newcomers are always  

welcome! 

 

April 25  

4:00pm 

 

Earth Day Roundtable:  

Installing Solar  Power 

https://www.indiebound.org/book/9780593230251
mailto:diannerpeters@gmail.com


From Jeannie’s Desk… 
“Father, forgive them, for they don't know what they're doing.” - Luke 

23:34 
 
Every year the Good Friday scriptures include this one from Luke 23. 

We read it thinking it applies to those who are crucifying Jesus. Or maybe it's about 
the crowds who had just turned their backs on him, those who couldn't see the  
implications of their actions. 
But one thing about stuff in the Bible is that it doesn't stay there, in a closed Bible. 
Often, if not daily, this could be Jesus' prayer for us. 
This week the Reconciling Ministries Network had a devotional video with a song 
they said “Forgive us. For we don't know what to do.” That turning of the words puts 
this scripture right in our faces. We don't know what we are doing, because we don't 

know what to do. We stumble in our relationships, we get lost in our addictions, we 
falter in our responses to marginalized people because we so often don't really know 
what to do. Or we know only in our heads, and don't get our whole selves to go 
along. 
On those days, Jesus' prayer is for us every bit as much as it was for the people of 
ancient Jerusalem. Forgive them, for they don't know what they're doing. 
Forgive us, when we don't know what to do. 
 
Asking forgiveness................ Jeannie 

Thank you to all of the 

volunteers  who came 

out on a beautiful  

Saturday and, under the 

leadership of the  

Trustees, got a lot of 

Spring Clean Up work 

done! (more pictures on 

last page) 

Blessing of the Animals  

Sunday, April 11 
 

8:30 service only, outdoors 
10:50 will be indoors and pet-free. 

All well-behaved pets, on leashes or  
in carriers are welcome! 

 
Please refrain from clapping or snapping 
during the service, which may be signals 

for some pets. 



 

   St. Stephen’s United Methodist Church 

405-321-4988 

1801 W. Brooks, Norman OK 73069 

www.ststephensnorman.org 

ststephensumc@coxinet.net 

Church services Sunday Morning 8:30 am  

and 10:50 am  Sunday School  at 9:40 

 

 

 

We will not have confirmation or evening youth this  

Sunday. Happy Easter!! 

 

Our next confirmation class will be April 11th from 4-5pm 

via zoom. We will have in person youth with Luke on April 

11th from 4-5:30pm. Weather will decide if we are inside or 

outside.  

 

If you have a student who would like to connect with our 

youth program please get with me and we can get them 

involved.  

 

~Alyssa  

Youth Shen
anigans 

 

 

Kids Corner 

We celebrate "Easter" with the  

joyous news of the resurrection of 

Jesus. Jesus also appears to his  

disciples and friends to help them 

believe that everything has  

happened according to God's will. 

There is a bible verse picture code 

to solve, a Jesus Is Alive coloring 

sheet, the one room crew comic 

page and the family devotional in 

this week's church mail. Christ is 

Risen!  

Ms. Lynnette   

Music Box 

 

During the 40 days of Lent, our singing 
of “alleluias” has stopped. In many 
churches they are buried, waiting to be 
heard again on Easter. We will share in 
singing them together this week, as well 
as the very special offering from  
Christian Morren at the 10:50 service 
when she will sing Mozart’s “Alleluia” 
from his “Exsultate, Jubilate.” Whether 
in person or via the live stream, I ask 
you to join in singing with us as we  
proclaim…”The Lord is risen. He is risen 
indeed! Alleluia, Alleluia!”  
 
Peace, Vicki   

ATTENTION!!! SENIORS 2021!!! 

If you have a senior who will be  
graduating (high school or college) in 2021 
please get with Alyssa or Lauren in the 
church office. We will be getting a list  
together so we make sure we have all of our St. Stephen’s 
seniors recognized on Senior Sunday.  

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Dc8dzPGn4-LCajFevTkh9LXY4rc7UcmcZEres6boX3f4cYLqKgf9dVv42KnjF9OVu5R_T-5eXhVhjRKOQUC2nLo7zqy-JU_UuLu19bUbJx24Z5_9_Lj7m0ByzAEKl7vLk0PpduXvnt8gXUeZjQYbn4cKFgNs3fON7BKIzivlfgg=&ver=3
http://www.ststephensnorman.org
http://www.rmnetwork.org/newrmn/

