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This Week in Worship 

March 28, 2021 

Homilies  
Mark 11: 1-11  

Rev. Jennifer Ahrens-Sims 
Mark 14: 66-72 

Rev. Jeannie Himes 

8:30 service is BACK!  

There is plenty of room to be 
present in person and be  
well-spaced from others! 
Masks are worn by all, and 

the service is shortened from pre-pandemic times. You 
are also welcome to be present at 10:50, during our 
livestreamed service, with plenty of room. 
Come when you feel comfortable doing so.  
You will find happy eyes greeting you!! 

Spring Clean Up! 

Grab a rake, clippers, and some 

friends and come lend a hand on 

Saturday, March 27 at 10am. 

Many hands will make light work 

of leaf raking, minor trimming, 

interior garden clean up to get the 

church grounds looking nice and 

welcoming as more people begin 

to return to Sunday morning  

services. Thank you donuts will be provided!  

Holy Week and Easter 
 Palm Sunday, March 28    

 Maundy Thursday, April 1 

 Good Friday, April 2 

 Easter Sunday, April 4 
 
 During Holy Week this year we will have stations for prayer and contemplation in the Sanctuary all  

week. 

 Sign up here for a Maundy Thursday communion experience, staggered so that people can  
      remain safely distanced,  5:00-7:00pm. 

 A short Good Friday service will be livestreamed on Facebook at 7:00pm. Participants in the sanctuary 
are also encouraged. 

 Easter, weather permitting, we will have the 8:30 service outdoors, and the 10:50 service indoors & 
livestreamed. 

Prayer and Meditation stations  
for Holy Week 

 
In the sanctuary we will have various stations for 
types of prayer and meditation, beginning Monday 
morning, March 29. You are welcome to come 
any time you can access the building. Office hours 
are: 
Mon-Th 8:00-4:30 and Friday 8:00-12:00 
Come find a method of contemplation that may 
be new to you!! 

https://signup.com/go/EhzQMzu


 

Thursday, March 25:   
 
Friday, March 26:   
  6:30 Living Room NA—CH 
 
Saturday, March 27: 
  10:00 All Church Clean up   
     
Sunday, March 28:   
   8:30 Worship Service 
   10:50 Worship Service 
  11:00 Online Worship Service 
   4:00 Confirmation—Zoom 
   4:00 Youth—Zoom 
   6:00 Meditation—Zoom 
     
Monday, March 29:   
       
Tuesday, March 30:  
  9:00 Blood Drive—CH 
  7:00 Scholarship Boy—Zoom 
 
Wednesday, March 31:  
  2:30 Sacred Journey—Zoom 
  7:00 Choir—Zoom  
            

 This Week at  
St. Stephen’s 

Life Happenings 

March 21, 2021 

We celebrate…Happy Birthday: Susie Morren, Nanci Barthell, Kimen Allen, 

Stephanie Parks, Marilyn Ogilvie, Ron House, Bob Hines! * Persian New 

Year, Nowruz which begins the second the vernal equinox begins * Kay 

Ham receives the Norman Human Rights Award 

 

Our prayers are with…Row Dowdy recovering from surgery and  

hospitalization * Kay Most’s uncle Gary hospitalized * Chip Smith & family 

as Chip’s father is on hospice * David Kelso’s friend Lloyd and wife Mitzi, 

cancer diagnosis * Luke Richardson-Walker’s friend Maggie, advanced colon 

cancer * Alyssa’s aunt Brenda, hospitalized on ventilator due to Covid * 

Website prayer ministry: Mackenzie, relationship with boyfriend * Paula 

Grove on hospice * Barbra Licano on palliative care * Food & Shelter  

cottage mom, health concerns * Amber Mathis’ mom, cancer * Gene & 

Mary Black * Carolyn Eckert * Those in assisted living: Maureen Bynum, 

Paula Grove, Alta Chilson, Wanda Mahoney and Saen Gibson * Carolyn & 

Rod Murrow after the death of their grandson Patrick * Lynn Cooper after 

her father’s death * Leah Nellis after her mother’s death * Velma & Ron 

House’s daughter-in-law’s brother Eli passed away * David Kelso’s buddy 

Otis passed away 

Coming in April: St Stephen's Big Read— 

Isabel Wilkerson's dynamic book about 

race and class. 

If you have a copy of the book that you have 

finished and would be willing to share, let the 

church office know, so we can help provide 

the reading opportunity for everyone! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Stephen’s is observing UMCOR 

Sunday during the entire season of 

Lent.  The coin folders will be  

welcome on Easter, or the following 

two Sundays. These Lenten  

offerings and other specified  

donations will be divided between 

UMCOR’s general funds and the 

COVID-19 Response Fund. Even as 

we keep distance, we can be there 

for others through grants to assist  

vulnerable populations. 

April 4th we will celebrate with an Easter Egg Hunt  

immediately after second service. Donations of  

individually wrapped candy (no peanut butter please) and 

prizes will be accepted in the loggia goodie basket. We will 

have palm branches and Easter baskets for porch delivery 

available the week prior to Palm Sunday. Whether at home 

or in person, St. Stephen's wants you to be included. Please 

contact Ms. Lynnette (ststephenschildrens@gmail.com) for 

Easter basket delivery. It's gonna be a hopping good time!  

https://www.indiebound.org/book/9780593230251
mailto:ststephenschildrens@gmail.com


From Jeannie’s Desk… 
 
I think a lot of us are questioning – Why have we become such a violent people? 
We hear just about every week about another mass shooting, for many different 
reasons. Is this new – or do we just hear about it in real time now? 

We have to admit that our nation was founded on violent treatment of other people: the First 
Americans, whose land this is; the violence of enslaving people for financial gain. Sometimes we 
hope that we are stepping away from that history. But at other times we see that it is very much a 
part of our fabric. 
When our center moves more toward  cruelty, there are those who are pushed over the edge and 
commit outrageous acts of violence. This we have seen twice in the past two weeks. We cry out in 
anguish – but little seems to change. 
Ironic that these things have happened as we are in the last days of Lent, in our journey toward the  
cross.  The last days of the journey – Holy Week – when Jesus was treated more and more  
violently, until his death on the cross. A death carried out by leaders, those authorized by the  
Empire. A violent response to one who preached peace, loving one another, doing good for one's 
neighbor. 
We are followers not of the Empire, not of violence, but of the one upon whom violence was  
perpetrated. We are the people to carry on the word of peace, of loving one another, of doing 
good for one's neighbor. We are the people to reject the collective move toward cruelty, and to 
work to bring the nation to a more peaceful place. Not an easy task. But it is what we are called to. 
 
Peace be with you................... Jeannie 

New Book Discussion opportunity! The Scholarship Boy by Larry Palmer 
Following Larry Palmer's story is engaging and enjoyable. As readers we are invited to think 
about our own experiences in family relationships and of race/racism. At the age of 14, in 
1958, Larry received a scholarship to the all boys (predominantly white) Phillips Exeter  
Academy in New Hampshire. The next to youngest of ten children, he left St. Louis and came 
to realize, “My future beckoned me to a world unknown to me, never mind to my biological 
parents. My effort to succeed required I not mix my two families, my two worlds. Instead I 
kept the two worlds as separate as possible”  while being deeply and lovingly invested in 
both worlds.  
 

A graduate of Harvard University and Yale Law School, Larry looks back on the many and  
varied experiences that shaped him and us. Finding a barber near Exeter who could cut what 
his mother called, his “nappy hair” in his first months at the prep school, to an incident when 

Larry at the time a first year assistant law professor, impeccably dressed, at Boston’s Logan Airport was grading 
papers waiting for his flight and was racially profiled by a federal customs officer. These are among the deeply per-
sonal and challenging experiences Larry shares in the opening chapters.  
 

Linda Ashton invites you to join the reading group March 30th,  as we will share our reflections and questions on 
this book. April 6th, Larry Palmer, who is now a friend, will meet with us via Zoom.   
To join, contact  Linda linda.mac921@gmail.com .   

https://www.indiebound.org/book/9781589881457
mailto:linda.mac921@gmail.com
https://www.indiebound.org/book/9781589881457


 

   St. Stephen’s United Methodist Church 

405-321-4988 

1801 W. Brooks, Norman OK 73069 

www.ststephensnorman.org 

ststephensumc@coxinet.net 

Church services Sunday Morning 8:30 am  

and 10:50 am  Sunday School  at 9:40 

 

 

 

We will have in person youth this coming Sunday 

with Luke from 4-5:30. Weather will determine if we 

will be inside or outside. Confirmation will be from 4

-5pm via zoom. 

 

Both Confirmation and youth will be canceled on 

April 4th so that we can all be with our families on 

Easter.  

 

If you have a student who would like to join us for 

youth, please email or text me! 

 

~Alyssa 

Youth Shen
anigans 

 

 

Kids Corner 

Jesus rides into Jerusalem and into a  

welcoming crowd. The people wave 

palm branches, throw their garments 

on the ground before him, shouting 

"Hosanna, Hosanna"! We celebrate 

Palm Sunday with dot-to-dot and Holy 

Week puzzles, along with stained-glass 

art in this week's church mail.  

 

Stay safe and mask on! Ms. Lynnette  

Tuesday, March 30  

9am-2pm 

American Red Cross 
Blood Drive 

St. Stephen’s Community Hall 

By appointment: visit  
redcrossblood.org and enter “73069” in the 

“Find a Blood Drive” field 

ATTENTION!!! SENIORS 2021!!! 

If you have a senior who will be 
graduating (high school or college) 
in 2021 please get with Alyssa or 
Lauren in the church office. We will 
be getting a list together so we 
make sure we have all of our St. Stephen’s seniors 
recognized on Senior Sunday.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From saltproject.org 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Dc8dzPGn4-LCajFevTkh9LXY4rc7UcmcZEres6boX3f4cYLqKgf9dVv42KnjF9OVu5R_T-5eXhVhjRKOQUC2nLo7zqy-JU_UuLu19bUbJx24Z5_9_Lj7m0ByzAEKl7vLk0PpduXvnt8gXUeZjQYbn4cKFgNs3fON7BKIzivlfgg=&ver=3
http://www.ststephensnorman.org
http://www.rmnetwork.org/newrmn/
https://www.redcrossblood.org/
https://www.saltproject.org/

