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This Week in Worship 
 

March 26, 2023 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 
 

“Walking in Hard Places” 

Ezekiel 37: 1-14 

Rev. Jeannie Himes  
 

Time to get hopping and donate some 
Easter egg candy!! 

*Drop off bagged candy in our Easter Bunny basket 
in the Loggia* 

 
Please bring small, individually wrapped candy (No 
peanut butter, please) for our annual Easter Egg 
Hunt on Sunday, April 9th. All children are invited to 
participate and will receive goodie bags when they 
turn in their reusable eggs. Kids love church candy!! 

 

Easter Breakfast is almost here! 

APRIL 9TH  

DURING SUNDAY SCHOOL HOUR  

(9:40-10:40AM)  
 

There will be sign-up sheets in the 

loggia starting this Sunday, March 

26. Please consider signing up to 

bring food for this great event that 

ALL are invited to! 

All donations go directly to the 

Youth’s Summer Mission Trip in 

Slidell, Louisiana. 

Altar  

and Children’s Time 

Sunday, March 19  

Thank You reception for Rev. Dianne Peters as she steps down from her role on our 
church staff: Sunday, March 26 after both worship services. 

There will be a card writing station and refreshments, as you take a moment to thank  
Dianne for the time she has spent leading since retiring from full-time ministry. Jeff and  
Dianne will continue to be part of our worshipping congregation, and we are not saying 
goodbye!! 

Lunch Bunch! 
Next meeting will be  

Friday, March 24 at noon 



 

 
 
 
 
 
Thursday, March 23:  
   7:00 DBSA—Room 6 
 
Friday, March 24:  
   12:00 Lunch Bunch—Loggia 
   6:30 Living Room NA—Room 11 
 
Saturday, March 25: 
  9:30 Tai Chi—Community Hall 
    
Sunday, March 26: Reception for Rev. Dianne 
    8:30 Worship Service—Sanctuary 
    9:40 Sunday School—various locations 
    10:50 Worship Service—Sanctuary 
    1:00 Reconciling Committee—Room 11 
    2:30 SPRC—Room 12 
    4:00 Confirmation—Room 11 
    4:00 Youth—Lyle Hall 
    4:30 Ring with Joy Handbells—Sanctuary 
    5:30 Rainbow Ringers—Sanctuary 
    6:00 Meditation—Zoom 
     
Monday, March 27:   
    7:00 WIAA—Community Hall 
 
Tuesday, March 28:  Food & Shelter meal 
    7:00 Fiction Club—Room 12 
 
Wednesday, March 29: 
   1:30 Sacred Journey—Room 12  
    6:00 Fellowship of the Ringers—Sanctuary 
    7:00 Choir—Sanctuary  
 

 This Week at  
St. Stephen’s 

Life Happenings 

March 19, 2023 

 

We celebrate…Happy Birthday to Kimen Allen, Nanci 

Barthel, Ron House, Marilyn Ogilvie, and Rhett Culp-
Quinnett! * All who helped the Sondags clear the tornado 
damage from their driveway over the weekend * All who 
helped with the St. Stephen’s trustees’ Spring Cleanup day * 
Ron and Velma House, back in town after extensive traveling 
* Anne Brinkley, happy to be back in worship at St. Stephen’s 
* The beautiful musical offering of the St. Stephen’s choir on 
Sunday * Alyssa Miller, youth director, and all adult sponsors 
who took the St. Stephen’s Youth to Camp Egan over the 
weekend * All who teach Sunday School classes at St.  
Stephen’s * Barbara Holtzclaw’s family members, who have 
been traveling and are now safely home * Kim and Margarita 
Banos-Milton, who have accepted an offer on their house * 
Dale Wares and other Men’s Group members, who visited 
Ben Southerland in Texas last week  
Our prayers are with…Family and friends of Gloria Jean 
Fenn, whose memorial service was Saturday * Gene Groff, at 
Grace Skilled Nursing * Jim Eller’s brother, hospitalized with 
COVID and other issues * Ellen Simmons, recovering from 
her first cataract surgery and having the second procedure 
this week * Mary Gann’s brother, recovering at home after a 
successful surgery * Julie Sondag’s father, now 90, who  
survived a serious St. Patrick’s Day accident seven years ago 
* Holly Van Auken’s friend, whose cancer has returned after 
10 years * St. Stephen’s Youth, returning from their Spring 
Break Retreat * Bob Hines, with ongoing health concerns * 
Ben Southerland, in skilled nursing in Texas * Karla Bonzie, 
Philys Dawson, Amber Mathis’ mother, and Jim Eller’s sister, 
undergoing cancer treatment * Tony Bradley’s sister, Saen 
Gibson, in assisted living * Those unable to be in worship: 
Linda Reese, Don Schroeder, Gene & Mary Black, Carolyn 
Eckert, Wanda Mahoney, Maureen Bynum, Harold & Pat  
Dallam, and Louise Lazalier  

St Stephens VBS will be 

June 4 - 7.  

Children will enjoy art, music, 

science and games as they 

learn how our abundant God 

has provided for us all. VBS 

will be in the evenings with a light dinner pro-

vided. Sign ups will be available soon, and our 

planning team is looking for volunteers. If you 

are interested in helping out, please reach out to 

Amy Prince at amcfallprince@gmail.com.   

Okumcforequality.org 

Oklahoma United 

Methodists for 

LGBTQIA+ Equality 

Sign the online  

statement on  

                      inclusion! 

Walk to Jerusalem Update 
We are about to set foot in  
Jerusalem! Keep up the good 
work, getting your miles 
turned in on the Facebook 
group, or on paper in the  
loggia. 

For some extra motivation, join us at the church 
Monday evenings at 6pm (to start your week off 
right) or Saturday mornings at 9am (morning  
cartoon club) for neighborhood walks with church 
friends! 

mailto:amcfallprince@gmail.com
https://www.okumcforequality.org/
https://www.okumcforequality.org/
https://www.okumcforequality.org/
https://www.okumcforequality.org/


From Rev. Jeannie’s Desk…. 
Many faithful church-goers believe that biblical interpretation and biblical scholarship 
is something that has been set, done a long time ago. So it can take people by  
surprise to hear that new things are found that change what we see the Bible to 
mean, even in our times. 

 
Such is the case with some new study of Mary in the gospel of John, done by Elizabeth Schrader. 
(Look her up if you want to do a deep dive into this subject.) She presents the case that in the story 
of Lazarus in John 11, there was only one sister, and Martha was added later. The oldest existing 
manuscript, dated to about 200 CE, found in 1956, has Mary's name crossed out twice – one time 
to add “Martha” and once to change to “the sisters”. She makes the case that this is likely to have 
been Mary Magdalene, not Mary and Martha of the other well-know story from Luke. Adding in art 
history and church history as well, this points to Lazarus having only one sister - Mary. 
 
What might this mean? That Mary was from Bethany, not an unknown place called “Magdala”. 
Which also points to a very different view of Mary, and that she may have been referred to as 
“Mary the Tower-ess”, as that is the more direct translation of the Aramaic word. (Kind of like  
saying “Mary the Great”?) 
 
Come Easter, we will again hear of Mary Magdalene, and the towering figure she is in the scripture 
story. 
 
What I am saying in this is that biblical knowledge is fluid. The more scholars studying it, the more 
they learn, and the more we can learn. And in that, we gain insights that are new as well. 
 
See you Sunday-  Jeannie 

YOUTH 
SPRING 
BREAK  
RETREAT!!!! 

Thank you to our adult                                                     
                 Camp Egan                   sponsors and donors  
                March 17-19                       who made this trip   
                                               possible!                        
                                                                     

The St. Stephen’s Labyrinth is available in Community Hall through Friday, 

March 24. Resources on how to experience a labyrinth are also available in 

Community Hall. 
 

Don’t forget! Labyrinth steps would also count for our Walk to Jerusalem! 



 

   St. Stephen’s United Methodist Church 

405-321-4988 

1801 W. Brooks, Norman OK 73069 

www.ststephensnorman.org 

ststephensumc@coxinet.net 

Church services Sunday Morning 8:30 am  

and 10:50 am  Sunday School  at 9:40 

 

 

 

Join us at 9:40am for Sunday school 
and again from 4-6pm for evening 

youth. Confirmation is back in action this weekend 
from 4-5:30pm in room 11.  
 

We had a great time at the spring break retreat 
last weekend at Camp Egan. We had 19 students 
and 6 adults total who participated. I am  
especially thankful to Amber Mathis, Brent Smith, 
Kay Most, and Luke & Jimmy Richardson-Walker 
for taking time to go with us. I was lucky to get 
such a great group of volunteers for this trip and 
so were the students.  
 

Easter breakfast is quickly approaching, parents 
be on the lookout for an email this week with  
details.  
 

If you have a student who is in grades 6-12 that is 
interesting in coming to youth and have any  
questions please reach out to Alyssa at 
youth@ststephensnorman.org.  

Music Box 

This coming Sunday the choir will 
be singing the anthem Lacrymosa: 

Do Not Stand at My Grave and Weep. It 
features a beautiful baritone solo which 
will be sung by our own David Wilson-
Burns. The entire solo line is in English, 
but the words the choir sings are in Latin - 
Lacrymosa dies illa. Simply translated it 
means, "that day of weeping". The poetry 
and imagery in the solo line is exquisite 
and a perfect offering for the journey we 
are during this Lenten season. We hope 
you are moved by the beauty of this song 
and that it brings you comfort and peace. 

Youth Shenanigans
 

 

 

 

Kids Corner 

Learning to end violence and hatred as a way to 

overcome injustice is our focus in "Healing  

Ourselves and Our Planet". The children can 

chose new rituals to bring calm and spiritual 

healing by writing notes or letters to those who 

have caused harm to others. The class will also 

visit Community Hall and learn ways to  

navigate the Labyrinth. The Children's Choir 

and Intergenerational Bell Ringers will practice 

processing for Palm Sunday during music time.  

See you in Sunday school for friends and fun! 

Ms. Lynnette    

Lent at St. Stephen’s: 

 

 Prayer Labyrinth in Community Hall, 

March 13-25 

 Palm Sunday, April 2 

 Maundy Thursday Taize, April 6 at 

7:00pm 

 Good Friday service, April 7 at 7:00pm 

 Easter Sunday with all-church breakfast 

and Easter egg hunting, April 9 

Refugee Update 

Current needs for the 
NCRS and our families 
from Colombia, Ukraine and possibly some 
at-risk students here on OU fellowship: 

 2 volunteers to work with families for a 
variety of needs 

 2 donated cars 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Dc8dzPGn4-LCajFevTkh9LXY4rc7UcmcZEres6boX3f4cYLqKgf9dVv42KnjF9OVu5R_T-5eXhVhjRKOQUC2nLo7zqy-JU_UuLu19bUbJx24Z5_9_Lj7m0ByzAEKl7vLk0PpduXvnt8gXUeZjQYbn4cKFgNs3fON7BKIzivlfgg=&ver=3
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http://www.rmnetwork.org/newrmn/
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