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This Week in Worship 
 

March 5, 2023 

Second Sunday of Lent 
 

“Leaving Your Comforts” 

Genesis 12: 1-4a 
 

Rev. Jeannie Himes  

Walk to Jerusalem Update 
 
We are so pleased at the response to our “Walk to Jerusalem”! 
We have been off to a good start. I look forward to seeing all 
the additions from outside of the Facebook group on  
Sunday!  As of Monday evening, we have collected just over 
460 miles! We are almost to St Louis!  
 
Take a minute this week to reflect on the health journey you 
are taking this Lenten season. Remember,  it is a personal 
journey we are all taking together! We are here to support 
each other in the adventure! Keep up the GREAT work! We will 
be to JFK in no time!  

St. Stephen’s 

Lenten Altar 

2023 

Ash Wednesday, February 22 



 

 
 
 
 
 
Thursday, March 2:  
   7:00 DBSA—Room 6 
   7:00 NYSH—Lyle Hall 
 
Friday, March 3:  
  12:00 Lunch Bunch—Loggia 
  6:30 Living Room NA—Room 11 
  7:00 Native American Flute Circle—Sanctuary 
 
Saturday, March 4: 
   9:30 Tai Chi—Community Hall 
   1:00 Project Outreach—Community Hall 
    
Sunday, March 5:  
    8:30 Worship Service—Sanctuary 
    9:40 Sunday School—various locations 
    10:50 Worship Service—Sanctuary 
    4:00 Confirmation—Room 11 
    4:00 Youth—Lyle Hall 
    4:30 Ring with Joy Handbells—Sanctuary 
    5:30 Rainbow Ringers—Sanctuary 
    6:00 Meditation—Zoom 
     
Monday, March 6:     
    7:00 Red Dirt Collective—Community Hall 
 
Tuesday, March 7:  Election Day 
 
Wednesday, March 8: 
   1:30 Sacred Journey—Room 12 
    6:00 Fellowship of the Ringers—Sanctuary 
    7:00 Choir—Sanctuary  

 This Week at  
St. Stephen’s 

Life Happenings 

February 26, 2023 

 

We celebrate…Happy Birthday to Billy Drommond, Vicki  

Worley, Amy Prince, Michelle Carr, Theo Schmidgall, and Mary 
Lee! * Ron and Sharon Gray’s granddaughter, Addie, a  
valedictorian at Edmond North * Barb Drommond’s Laundry 
Love project, that served 400 * The beautiful Lenten altar at St. 
Stephen’s this week * Nanci Barthel and her sister, both doing 
better after COVID * Angie Kretzer’s friends from  
Nigeria, visiting in worship  
 
Our prayers are with…Christi (Walker) Miller on the death of 
her mother * Gene Groff, in the hospital * All who were affected 
by the tornados Sunday night * Greg Petitt’s brother, who fell 
and broke his leg, resulting in hip replacement * Ron and Velma 
House, traveling to Seattle to celebrate the life of Velma’s 
brother-in-law * Jennifer Wilson-Burns, having surgery this 
week * Steve and Elvera Gresham and their daughter,  
Shannon, with respiratory illness * Rick Sondag’s student, on 
the death of his mother * Brenda Wheelock, concerned for her 
father’s finances * Mary Gann’s brother, whose surgery was  
rescheduled to March 21 * Members of the St. Stephen’s Men’s 
Group, traveling to Texas to visit Ben Southerland * Two friends 
of Julie Sondag, having surgery this week * Holly Van Auken’s 
neighbor and neighbor’s son with heart problems * Emma 
Hochman, traveling to New York with students for a competition 
* Nancy Von Bargen’s mother, hospitalized shortly after  
celebrating her 95

th
 birthday with Nancy in New Jersey *  

Norman’s unhoused population * The people of Ukraine *  
Afghan refugees in Norman * New families in Norman from  
Colombia and Ukraine, supported by the Norman Coalition for 
Refugee Support * Those affected by the earthquakes in  
Turkey and Syria * Bob Hines, with ongoing health concerns * 
Ben Southerland, in skilled nursing in Texas * Karla Bonzie, 
Philys Dawson, Amber Mathis’ mother, and Jim Eller’s sister, 
undergoing cancer treatment * Tony Bradley’s sister, Saen  
Gibson, in assisted living * Those unable to be in worship:  
Linda Reese, Don Schroeder, Gene & Mary Black, Carolyn 
Eckert, Wanda Mahoney, Maureen Bynum, Harold & Pat  
Dallam, and Louise Lazalier  

The Reconciling Committee is participating 
in the Metropolitan Library's Special  
Collection "Queer Oklahoma".  We are  
asking you to volunteer to be interviewed 
and/or submit pictures for this project.  If 
you are interested in participating please 
email Jimmy for more details at  
jimmyrichwalk@outlook.com and use the 
subject Queer Oklahoma.  You can visit 
https://www.metrolibrary.org/queer-
oklahoma to get a better idea of what this 
important project is all about. 

 

March Lunch Bunch dates! 
Friday, March 3 
Friday, March 24 

mailto:jimmyrichwalk@outlook.com
https://www.metrolibrary.org/queer-oklahoma
https://www.metrolibrary.org/queer-oklahoma
https://www.metrolibrary.org/queer-oklahoma


 

From Rev. Jeannie 

We are walking this year for Lent. The Road to Jerusalem is our theme, and 
we are also encouraging physical activity in our Walk to Jerusalem program. 
 
So, in thinking about walking, I am thinking about what we are walking toward. We hope to 
walk toward deeper spiritual awareness. But as we walk we also think of what else we are 
walking toward – something hopeful, promising. Or maybe something daunting, frightening. 
We might be walking toward what is both frightening and promising at the same time. Or 
perhaps we think we know where we are headed, but what lies ahead, or between, is  
always unknown. Jesus own walk toward Jerusalem was a walk to what was intimidating, 
fearful, and fateful. 
 
With all that, it's good to not walk alone. So we walk with support, with community, and  
always with God. As you walk this week, image the divine presence that is always with you. 
And walk in peace. 
 
Jeannie 

Youth Spring Retreat 
Spring Break retreat is coming up quick, March 17-19th. We 
will be leaving on Friday around 1pm and will return Sunday 
around 12pm. We will be going to Camp Egan in Tahlequah, 
OK. The price for each student has not yet been set, but I will 
get that out to parents as soon as I can. If you have a student 
who will need a scholarship, please let me know. 
 



 

   St. Stephen’s United Methodist Church 

405-321-4988 

1801 W. Brooks, Norman OK 73069 

www.ststephensnorman.org 

ststephensumc@coxinet.net 

Church services Sunday Morning 8:30 am  

and 10:50 am  Sunday School  at 9:40 

 
 

Join us at 9:40am for Sunday School and 
again from 4-6pm for evening youth. Luke is 
currently taking over evening youth while 
Alyssa is teaching confirmation.  
 
Confirmation class again this Sunday from 4-
5:30pm in room 11. At 5:30 we will go to Lyle 
and join everyone else for dinner. Students 
don’t forget your binder and bible for class 
this weekend. Confirmation parents, be on 
the lookout this week for an email.  
 
If you have a student who is in grades 6-12 
who would like to hang out with the youth and 
you have any questions, please reach out to 
Alyssa (alyjmil@yahoo.com).  

Music Box 

 

I'm excited to announce that our bell choirs will be 
back in the sanctuary this Sunday to provide 
some beautiful music for the second Sunday of 
Lent. 
 
Bell ringers - Here are few details just for you! 
 
First Service - Fellowship of the Ringers 
    *Call time is 8 am and you'll ring “Song of   
      Hope” 
 
Second Service - Ring for Joy 
    *Call time is 10:20 am and you'll ring  
      “Remembering” 

Youth Shenanigans
 

 

 

 

Kids Corner 

Where you start in life shapes your view of 

communities and everyone in them. In "My 

Locations" the class will see how different 

factors in people's lives affect their social, 

physical and material standing in our 

world. Learning ways to share with others, 

giving up something for Lent or how to 

start positive new habits will be our group 

activities.  

See you in Sunday school! Ms. Lynnette  

 

Lent at St. Stephen’s: 

 

Prayer Labyrinth in Community Hall, March 

13-24 

 

Palm Sunday, April 2 

 

Maundy Thursday Taize, April 6 at 7:00pm 

 

Good Friday service, April 7 at 7:00pm 

 

Easter Sunday with all-church breakfast and 

Easter egg hunting, April 9 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Dc8dzPGn4-LCajFevTkh9LXY4rc7UcmcZEres6boX3f4cYLqKgf9dVv42KnjF9OVu5R_T-5eXhVhjRKOQUC2nLo7zqy-JU_UuLu19bUbJx24Z5_9_Lj7m0ByzAEKl7vLk0PpduXvnt8gXUeZjQYbn4cKFgNs3fON7BKIzivlfgg=&ver=3
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http://www.rmnetwork.org/newrmn/

