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This Week in Worship 
 

February 19, 2023 
 

“Dazzling” 

Matthew 17: 1-9 
 

Rev. Jeannie Himes  
 

Thank you, Reconciling Committee!  
Thank you to everyone for a successful and fun Saturday night at 
the “Love Will Keep Us Together” Valentine’s dance.  Enjoy more 
memories on the bulletin board in the loggia. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Begin your observance of Lent  

by joining us for  

Ash Wednesday Service  

at St. Stephen’s  

6:30pm  

February 22 

Thank You reception for Rev. Dianne Peters as she steps down from her role on our 
church staff: Sunday, February 19 after both worship services. 

There will be a card writing station and refreshments, as you take a moment to thank  
Dianne for the time she has spent leading since retiring from full-time ministry. 
Jeff and Dianne will continue to be part of our worshipping congregation, and we are not  
saying goodbye!! 



 

 
 
 
 
 
Thursday, February 16:  
   7:00 NYSH—Lyle Hall 
   7:00 DBSA—Room 6 
 
Friday, February 17:  
   12:00 Lunch Bunch—Loggia 
  6:30 Living Room NA—Room 11 
 
Saturday, February 18: 
   9:30 Tai Chi—Community Hall 
    
Sunday, February 19:  
    8:30 Worship Service—Sanctuary 
    9:40 Sunday School—various locations 
   10:50 Worship Service—Sanctuary 
    12:15 Confirmation orientation—Community Hall 
    4:00 Youth—Lyle Hall 
    4:30 Ring with Joy Handbells—Sanctuary 
    5:30 Rainbow Ringers—Sanctuary 
    6:00 Meditation—Zoom 
     
Monday, February 20:  
   6:30 Administrative Council—Zoom 
   7:00 Women in Action—Community Hall 
 
Tuesday, February 21:   
   7:00 Fiction Club—Room 12 
 
Wednesday, February 22: 
   1:30 Sacred Journey—Room 12 
    6:30 Ash Wednesday Service—Sanctuary 
    7:00 Choir—Sanctuary  
 
 

 This Week at  
St. Stephen’s 

Life Happenings 

February 12, 2023 

We celebrate…Happy Birthday to Emma Crowson, Steve  

Gresham, Harold Dallam, Marilyn Nicely, Marci Corey, and  
Barbara Holtzclaw’s oldest child! * Marilyn Nicely, who has  
rejoined St. Stephen’s! * Marilyn Oden, Bobby Chambers, and 
the Ramos family, with us in worship Sunday * The Reconciling 
Committee, who put on a fun and successful Valentine’s Dance 
last weekend * Kay Most’s brother, Eric, whose health is much 
improved * Barb Drommond’s “Laundry Love” program, planning 
their first all-day laundry event this week * Sam Huskey, who is 
grateful for the support of St. Stephen’s friends and medical staff 
during his father’s illness 
Our prayers are with…Sam & Rebecca Huskey, on the death of 
Sam’s father * Darrell Guyer, recovering from a fall * Jim  
Chapman, recovering from eye and shoulder surgery * Arletta 
Fink, with health concerns * Marci Corey’s father-in-law, who has 
an appointment with the surgeon this week * Sandi Sharp-Hayes, 
in PT for her shoulder injury * Holly Van Auken, recovering from 
cataract surgery * Lindsay Vidrine, whose sister has cancer * Ron 
Gray’s niece, whose partner passed away * Amy Prince, whose 
sister-in-law needs cataract surgery, which will be complicated 
due to other health issues * Jackie Farley, whose friend, Paul, 
has serious health concerns * Mary Lee’s dear friend, Shelba’s, 
oldest son, diagnosed with terminal cancer * Michelle Carr’s best 
friend, whose brother is in the hospital on a ventilator * All who 
participate in the elections this week, including poll workers *  
Norman’s unhoused population * The people of Ukraine * Afghan 
refugees in Norman * New families in Norman from Colombia and 
Ukraine, supported by the Norman Coalition for Refugee Support 
* Those affected by the devastating earthquakes in Turkey and 
Syria * Gene Groff, in rehab * Bob Hines, with ongoing health 
concerns * Ben Southerland, moved to Texas * Karla Bonzie, 
Philys Dawson, Amber Mathis’ mother, and Jim Eller’s sister,  
undergoing cancer treatment * Tony Bradley’s sister, Saen  
Gibson, in assisted living * Those unable to be in worship: Linda 
Reese, Don Schroeder, Gene & Mary Black, Carolyn Eckert, 
Wanda Mahoney, Maureen Bynum, Harold & Pat Dallam, and 
Louise Lazalier  

The Care team would like to invite you on a journey for the upcoming Lent season.  
We are going to take a group “Walk to Jerusalem” This is a fun way to increase our physical and  
spiritual activity. We will have some fun and contest along the Journey!  We will keep track of our miles 
and collectively walk the miles from St Stephen’s to JFK Airport and then “fly to Casablanca virtually” 
and then pick up from there and “walk to Jerusalem”! This is a hefty walk. But we collectively we can do 
it! We will track progress and collect miles on a private Facebook group (look for an invite soon), or you 
can fill out your walked miles on Sunday and turn them in at the church. So, get ready to start walking 
and let’s get healthy St Stephen’s! Keep 
your eyes open for more details.  

 

Lunch Bunch 
meets THIS  
FRIDAY,  
February 17 in 
the loggia at 
noon. 



From Jeannie’s Desk… 

 

Metamorphosis: a change of physical form, structure, or substance es-
pecially by supernatural means; a striking alteration. 
Transfigure: to change the form or appearance; to exalt. 
Two words that mean just about the same thing. But one is primarily a scientific 
term, and the other is mostly a religious term. 
As rational, 21

st
 century people, I think we have a clearer understanding of scientific 

ideas. They are what is “real”. Religious or supernatural ideas are put in the catego-
ry of “open to interpretation”. But it is what is open to interpretation that sinks into 
our hearts, that feeds our souls. 
The last Sunday before Lent has long been named Transfiguration Sunday by the 
Church. We read about Jesus' closest friends getting a new view of who he is, and 
being inspired by that. And this week we will also be challenged to see things as 
open to change and new possibility, and that there are more than one way to see 
things. 
 
Peace............... Jeannie 

Sacred Journey Lenten Study 

Rev. Jeannie will lead Sacred Journey in a Lenten study on the “I Am” statements 
of Jesus, following the book Jesus Revealed by Matt Rawle. 
Beginning February 22 and going through April 5 (with spring break week off) we 
will look at the scriptures from John though video, bible, and music. 
Anyone is welcome to this group! It meets on Wednesday afternoons from 1:30-
3:00, in Room 12. 

 

Refugee Update  

 
 

Please use the NCRS website, nc4rs.org , to make donations 

to the refugee resettlement program. On the website, you can make a financial donation or do-

nate furnishings . To donate furnishings, select the “donate “ button and use Sign Up Genius to 

select the from the items needed.  

Bring your donation items to the church and store them in Room 5 (do not store in Community 

Hall).  

Additional needs include volunteers as family liaisons, education tutors and ESL teachers, and 

much more. To volunteer, please contact Brent Smith at bsmith103@cox.net.  

mailto:bsmith103@cox.net


 

   St. Stephen’s United Methodist Church 

405-321-4988 

1801 W. Brooks, Norman OK 73069 

www.ststephensnorman.org 

ststephensumc@coxinet.net 

Church services Sunday Morning 8:30 am  

and 10:50 am  Sunday School  at 9:40 

 

 
 

Join us at 9:40am for Sunday school and 

then again from 4-6pm for evening youth.  

 

Confirmation meeting on 2/19 immediate-

ly following 2nd service in Community 

Hall.  

 

If you have a student in grades 6-12 who 

would like to come hang out with the 

youth and you have any questions, please 

feel free to reach out to Alyssa.  

Music Box 
The anthem the choir will be  
singing on Sunday holds a very special 
place in my heart. When I was in ele-

mentary school, my mom and dad got involved 
in a mission focused choir that sang at various 
churches throughout the Rapid City, South Da-
kota metro area. Their aim was to raise aware-
ness, recruit volunteers and raise funds to help 
settle Vietnamese refugees in the city. One of 
the songs they sang everywhere they went was 
Come to the Water, and that is our anthem for 
this coming Sunday. The words and meaning 
are just as important and powerful today as 
they were 45 years ago when my mom and 
dad's choir sang it. I hope you will connect with 
this song as much as I did way back "in the 
day".  

Youth Shenanigans
 

 

 

Kids Corner 

Finding ways to express and acknowledge 

our emotions in healthy ways is the focus 

of our lesson of "It's OK to be Angry". The 

class will share different ways to channel 

feelings of anger into validated actions to 

help transform their community. A  Black 

history month emoji Pictionary challenge 

of famous leaders, icons, athletes, activists 

and heroes/heroines to solve, an object les-

son about anger with balloons and assem-

bling anger "squish" stress balloons are 

our group activities. See you in Sunday 

school! Ms. Lynnette  

ATTENTION CONFIRMATION STUDENTS/PARENTS/

MENTORS 

Don’t forget about our meeting in Community 

Hall immediately following 2nd service this Sun-

day. I’ll provide a pizza lunch for everyone. This 

will be a time to ask questions and for the stu-

dents to find out who their mentors are going to 

be for the duration of class.    Alyssa Miller 

 

Even though it's been cold out-

side, we've already got summer 

on our minds! We have a team 

hard at work on a summer evening VBS program for 

kids in kindergarten through 5th grades. We are hop-

ing to get an idea of what time of summer works best 

for our families. If your family is interested, would you 

mind taking a minute to fill out a quick survey on 

whether you prefer early June or late July?  

 

https://tinyurl.com/28n98wy7  

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Dc8dzPGn4-LCajFevTkh9LXY4rc7UcmcZEres6boX3f4cYLqKgf9dVv42KnjF9OVu5R_T-5eXhVhjRKOQUC2nLo7zqy-JU_UuLu19bUbJx24Z5_9_Lj7m0ByzAEKl7vLk0PpduXvnt8gXUeZjQYbn4cKFgNs3fON7BKIzivlfgg=&ver=3
http://www.ststephensnorman.org
http://www.rmnetwork.org/newrmn/
https://tinyurl.com/28n98wy7

