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This Week in Worship 
 

December 4, 2022 

Second Sunday of Advent 
 

“What We See Along the Road” 

Isaiah 35: 1-10 

 

Rev. Jeannie Himes 

Lunch Bunch meets THIS FRIDAY,  
December 2. in the loggia at noon. This 
will be the last meeting for 2022...We 
will pick back up in January! 

Merry Making at the  
Advent Workshop, Nov 
27! Thank you 
to organizers 
and  
participants! 

Join us for All-Church Caroling! 

Sunday, December 11 

Meet in the loggia at 2:45pm to divide into groups to go to  

various homes across Norman. 

No voice is too small! Voices of all types and ages are needed to car-

ry on this fun Christmas tradition! No experience necessary! 



 

 
 
 
 
 

Thursday, December 1:  
   7:00 NYSH—Lyle Hall 
   7:00 DBSA—Room 6 
 
Friday, December 2:  
  12:00 Lunch Bunch—Loggia   
   6:30 Living Room NA—Room 11 
   7:00 Native American Flute Circle—  
                                                    Sanctuary 
 
Saturday, December 3: 
   8:00 music rehearsals—Sanctuary 
   9:30 Tai Chi—Community Hall 
   1:00 Project Outreach—Community Hall 
 
Sunday, December 4:  
   8:30 Worship Service—Sanctuary 
   9:40 Sunday School—various  
   10:50 Worship Service—Sanctuary 
   4:00 Youth—Lyle Hall 
   6:00 Meditation—Zoom 
   6:30 Bells and Instrumental Concert— 
                                                    Sanctuary 
     
Monday, December 5:   
   6:30 Finance Committee—Zoom 
   7:00 Red Dirt Collective—Community Hall 
 

Tuesday, December 6:  
   6:30 Children’s Ministry Team—Room 12 
  
Wednesday, December 7:  
   1:30 Sacred Journey—Room 12 
    7:00 Choir—Sanctuary 
 

 This Week at  
St. Stephen’s 

Life Happenings 

November 27, 2022 

We celebrate…Happy Birthday to Kim Milton, Evie Sondag (22), and 
Elijah Thomas (16)! * All who enjoyed visits with family over  
Thanksgiving, including Mike & Shirley Thompson, Rod & Carolyn  
Murrow, Gene Groff, Julie & Rick Sondag, Terri Sarsycki & Bobbie 
Lamb, and Dale Wares & Kim Hogue * Margarita Banos-Milton, who 
recovered from her illness in time to celebrate Thanksgiving and Kim’s 
birthday with family * Betty Richtmeyer, whose neighbors and friends 
brought her Thanksgiving dinner * Evie Sondag, who gave her first  
performance with a professional dance company in St. Louis  
Our prayers are with…Marilyn Friend, on the death of her son-in-law, 
Tim * Jackie Farley, whose friend, Linda, passed away unexpectedly * 
Valerie Adair, with ongoing heart concerns * Bob Hines, with ongoing 
serious health concerns * Burse Dills, recovering at home from aortic 
valve replacement surgery * Tava Edwards, on hospice * Holly Van 
Auken’s brother, Steve, having cancer cells removed from his wrist * 
Tim Duncan’s coworker, Matt, whose uncle died after a long struggle * 
Venita MacGorman, recovering from multiple infections * Many in our 
congregation who are ill with various viruses and bugs * Those affected 
by the Colorado Springs shooting * Those who have lost family  
members and friends to AIDS * Those who are lonely during the  
holiday season * The Methodist Church during a time of change * The 
people of Ukraine, as winter approaches and many are without power * 
Tava Edwards, Joan Kmetz, Karla Bonzie, Amber Mathis’ mother, Velma 
House’s brother-in-law, and Jim Eller’s sister, undergoing cancer  
treatment * Tony Bradley’s sister, Saen Gibson, in assisted living * Those 
unable to be in worship: Linda Reese, Don Schroeder, Gene & Mary 
Black, Carolyn Eckert, Wanda Mahoney, Bobbie Lamb, Maureen Bynum, 
Harold & Pat Dallam, and Louise Lazalier  

Thank you for supporting CROP WALK! The final 
tally for the St. Stephen’s team has come to 
$9,448.81. We are once again the top fundraising 
team by a wide margin!  

Thank you to Ron House and Mike  

Thompson for getting the lighted nativity up 

and shining bright for the Advent season! 

Bells and Instrumentals Concert:  

THIS SUNDAY at 6:30pm 

This annual event will feature a variety 

of instrumental ensembles and solos, 

in the St. Stephen’s sanctuary. Join us 

for an evening of holiday music from our musically gifted 

community! 



From Jeannie’s Desk... 

Poet and minister Jan Richardson endured a tremendous loss right at Advent sev-
eral years ago. It continues to permeate everything she does. But it has not ended 

her ability to talk of hope, and peace, and light shining in the darkness. She continues to walk the 
road to Bethlehem, noticing those who are alongside her. 
I offer this for all who are feeling loss this season: 
 

Blessed are you who bear the light in unbearable times, 
who testify to its endurance amid the unendurable, 
who bear witness to its persistence when everything seems 
in shadow and grief. 

Blessed are you in whom the light lives, in whom the brightness blazes— 
your heart a chapel, an altar where in the deepest night can be seen 
the fire that shines forth in you in unaccountable faith, in stubborn hope, 
in love that illumines every broken thing it finds. 

© Jan Richardson from Circle of Grace: A Book of Blessings for the Seasons. 

Blessed are you. Today, and each day. 
Jeannie 

“For lo! the days are hastening on!” Thank you to 
all who have taken angels, apples, and signed up 
for Head Start gifts! All Angel Tree gifts are due 
back at the church by Wednesday, December 7.  

Kennedy teacher gifts may be in gift bags. All  
other gifts should be unwrapped. Please include 
the apple/angel/gift tag with your gifts!  
 

If you haven’t yet had a chance 
to contribute to our Angel Trees, 
we are still accepting financial 
donations to help provide gift 
cards and wrapping supplies for 
Head Start parents and to fill in 
any missing gifts! Be sure to  
include “Angel Trees” in the 
memo of your check or online 
donation! 

Angel Trees 



 

   St. Stephen’s United Methodist Church 

405-321-4988 

1801 W. Brooks, Norman OK 73069 

www.ststephensnorman.org 

ststephensumc@coxinet.net 

Church services Sunday Morning 8:30 am  

and 10:50 am  Sunday School  at 9:40 

 

 

 

 

Join us at 9:40am for Sunday school and then 

again from 4-6pm for evening youth!  

 

This coming Sunday, December 4th, we will meet 

at 4pm and then go shopping for one of our head 

start angel tree recipients. We will return to the 

church by 5:30pm for dinner.  

 

Next Sunday December 11th, we will NOT have 

evening youth, but I encourage you all to  

participate in the church wide caroling event. 

Meet at the church at 2:45pm for some fun and 

singing.  

 

~Alyssa 

Music Box 

Children's Choir Update! If you 

have children attending Sunday 

School then this update is for you! Our  

children have been hard at work learning a 

Christmas song to sing at the Lessons and 

Carols Services on Sunday, December 11th. 

They are doing a fantastic job and I am  

excited for this opportunity for them to sing 

for our worship services. I have them  

scheduled for the 10:50 am service, but if 

there are a couple of families that are  

willing to do both or would prefer to do the 

8:30 am service that would be really great. 

Just let me know! I'll be sending out a  

detailed email very soon so be sure to keep 

an eye on your email for that message. If 

you have any questions, please email me at 

marcilcorey@yahoo.com or catch me at the 

church on Sunday.  

 

Youth Shenanigans
 

 

 

 

Kids Corner 

The children will explore the nativity  
characters and how each one of us has a 
unique gift that can be used to help protect 
and heal our world and everyone around 
us. The class will create Advent ornaments 
to decorate the evergreen tree bulletin 
board outside Room 10. Come join your 
friends to celebrate the birth of Jesus.  
 
See you in Sunday school! Ms. Lynnette    

Know of someone in 

the Norman area who 

enjoys working with 

children, and would be 

interesting in working a 

few hours on Sundays? 

We are looking for someone age 18+ to 

work with our Children’s Ministries  

department. Email Lynnette at  

ststephenschildrens@gmail.com for more 

information. 
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