
    

 

Childcare is available during worship for infants in Rooms 1 and 2.  A greeter can direct you.  “Celebration,” a 

worship preparation experience for children preschool – 2nd grade, is offered during the 10:50 a.m. worship 

hour.  Children are always welcome to join in worship services and are encouraged to sit with their parents. 

We have a Safe Sanctuary policy in place during worship time.  If your child must leave the worship space 

while under your care, please accompany them during that time to ensure the safety of your child. 

Special Assistance is available if you have difficulty hearing and would like to use one of our personal 

hearing devices, or need other assistance. Please ask a greeter for help.  There are large print bulletins 

available as well. 

 

This Week at St. Stephen’s: 

Today:  

4:00 Youth Lyle Hall 

6:00 Meditation Zoom 

6:30 Bells and Instrumental Concert Sanctuary 

Monday:  

6:30 Finance Committee Zoom 

7:00 Red Dirt Collective Community Hall 

Tuesday:  

6:30 Children’s Ministry Team Room 12/Zoom 

Wednesday:  

1:30 Sacred Journey Room 12 

6:00 Fellowship of the Ringers Handbells Sanctuary 

7:00 Choir Sanctuary 

Thursday:  

5:30 Girl Scout Service Unit Room 11 

7:00 DBSA Room 6 

7:00 Wedding Sanctuary 

Friday:  

6:30 Living Room NA Room 11 

7:00 Men’s Group Wild Game Dinner Dale Wares Home 

Saturday:  

8:00 Music Ministries rehearsals Sanctuary 

9:30 Tai Chi Community Hall 

 
Video recordings of sermons are available at the website listed below, on our Facebook page, and on YouTube. 

Email – ststephensumc@coxinet.net    Website – http://ststephensnorman.org 
Church phone: 405.321.4988 

Onelicense.net #A-721089 

God calls us to be partners in community and partners for justice.  In the Spirit of Christ we will: 
 Care for one another 

 Offer sanctuary and healing 
 United head and heart 

 Do justice 
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December 4, 2022                        ________________                            8:30am, 10:50am and online                                                                      
 

Gathering Thoughts 
 

(10:50) Sharing our Joys and Concerns  
 

Greet One Another 

      

Gathering Music 
 

Meditation 

Sometimes it’s the journey that teaches you a lot about your destination.             Drake 

 

Every day is a journey, and the journey itself is home.                  Matsuo Basho 

 

Your decision to walk creates the path ahead.                Paulo Coelho 

 

Sometimes the right path is not the easiest one.                           Grandmother Willow 
 

(10:50) Welcome and Announcements 

 

 

 

 



Call to Worship 

One: God calls out to us from the wilderness of our lives, from the places 

that are tangled and full of shadows. 

Many: God calls out to us and leads us in the way of peace. 

One: Listen to God call your name, and know that you are loved. Listen to 

God’s voice, and know that you are forgiven. 

Many: Listen to God’s proclamation, and know there is new life, 

refreshed life, along our journey. 
            Rev-o-lution Resources by Rev. Mindi Welton-Mitchell http://rev-o-lution.org, 2020. Used by permission. 

 

Hymn                                        “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”                            red #196 

          

Advent Candle Lighting                          “Like a Child”                                     black #2092, v. 1  

Like a child love would send to reveal and to mend, 

like a child and a friend, Jesus comes. 

Like a child we may find claiming heart, soul, and mind, 

like a child strong and kind, Jesus comes. 

 

Word in Music                             “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”                      arr. L. Shackley  

                                                           Evelyn Combs, viola 

 

Sing to our Kids                              “Where Children Belong”                                  black #2233                                                                                          

Children’s Time 

 

Hymn                                             “In the Bleak Midwinter”                                         red #221 

                                   

Scripture Reading                                                                                                 Isaiah 35: 1-10 

 One: The word of life for today. 

 All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Sermon                                    “What We See Along the Road”                    Rev. Jeannie Himes 
 

Reflection 

 

Advent Affirmation of Faith 

One: We believe in the coming of the Light that shatters all darkness and brings 

love to all people. 

Many: We believe in peace, and that one day all nations shall enter the house of 

God, where love and mercy flow like a mighty river. 

One: We believe in a hope that casts out fear. 

Many: We believe in waiting patiently for the coming of the Divine, knowing it 

is Christ who restores us and leads us to salvation. 

One: We believe in being ready, for Christ comes at unexpected times and places, 

in the form of strangers, friends, and family. 

Many: We believe that we are called to welcome one another, just as Christ has 

welcomed us. The Prince of Peace, inviting us in. 
          From The Abingdon Worship Annual 2016, edited by Scifres and Beu. 

 

Offering Ourselves, Our Tithes, Gifts, and Prayers   

 

Offertory 

 

Doxology                                                                                                                         red #94   

                                                                                          

(8:30) Sharing Our Joys and Concerns 
 

Prayer for One Voice 

 

The Lord’s Prayer             red #894 

                                                                     

Hymn                                        “I Want to Walk as a Child of Light”                            red #206 

                                                     

Ritual of Holy Communion                                              red #13 

 

Benediction                     

 

Sending Forth                                    ”When God is a Child”                                 

Verse: Hope is a star that shines in the night, leading us on till the 

morning is bright. 

Refrain:  When God is a Child, there’s joy in our song. The last shall be first, 

and the weak shall be strong, and none shall be afraid. 

Verse: Peace is a ribbon that circles the earth, giving a promise of safety 

and worth. 

Refrain:  When God is a Child, there’s joy in our song. The last shall be first, 

and the weak shall be strong, and none shall be afraid. 
             

Postlude 
 

Liturgists                                        8:30  Becky LeClair                                            10:50  

 


