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This Week in Worship 
 

November 7, 2021 
 

Isaiah 25: 6-9 
 

“So Many Goodbyes” 
 

Rev. Jeannie Himes 

The names of church 

members who have 

passed in the last year 

will be read in worship. 

Preparing for Advent Workshop! 
We hope you can join us for the Advent Workshop this 
year, as we celebrate “Room at the Inn". There will two 
options to choose in participating in this year’s Advent 
Workshop:  
1) at-home deliveries of craft kits the week leading up 
to Thanksgiving for those who prefer to make their 
crafts at home, or  
2) in-person in the Community Hall on Sunday,  
November 28 4:00-6:00pm.  
 
Please be sure to indicate which option you prefer 
when placing your order in the Survey, https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/4090c4cabad29a6fc1-
ststephens 
 
The in-person craft kits in Community Hall on the 28th 
will be in bags with the name of those who placed the 
order. Crafts can then be taken to a table of your choice 
in the Community Hall. Additional supplies will be  
available, much like years past.  
 
Join us for this long time tradition at St. Stephens. Be 
sure to place your order by this Friday, November 5, so 
the planning team has time to prepare the crafts kits. 
Looking forward to see you, if you choose in-person, at 
the “Inn”. 

 

Last weekend’s 

Fall Festival 

Trunk or Treat 

event Thank you 

for hosting, Youth 

and Alyssa! And 

thank you to all 

participants...it 

couldn’t have 

been done  

without decorated 

cars and  

awesome  

costumes! 

 

More pictures on 

page 2! 

Trunk or Treat car  

decorations winner, Ms. 

Lynnette! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090c4cabad29a6fc1-ststephens
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090c4cabad29a6fc1-ststephens
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090c4cabad29a6fc1-ststephens


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Thursday, November 4:  
  7:00 NYSH—Lyle Hall 
 
Friday, November 5:  
  6:30 Living Room NA—Community Hall 
  7:00 Native American Flute Circle—Sanctuary 
     
Saturday, November 6: 
  9:30 Intermediate Tai Chi—Community Hall      
  1:00 Project Outreach—Community Hall            
     
Sunday, November 7:  Daylight Savings Ends 
  8:30 Worship Service—Sanctuary 
  9:30 Sunday School 
  10:50 Worship Service—Sanctuary 
  3:00 Rev. Jeannie Book Group—12/Zoom 
  4:00 Youth—Lyle Hall 
  4:30 Ring with Joy—Sanctuary 
  6:00 Meditation—Zoom 
     
Monday, November 8:  
  5:30 Girl Scout Service Unit—Community Hall 
  6:30 Finance  Committee—Zoom 
 

Tuesday, November 9:  
 
Wednesday, November 10: 
  2:30 Sacred Journey—Room 12 /Zoom 
  6:00 Fellowship of the Ringers—Sanctuary 
  7:00 Choir—Sanctuary 

 This Week at  
St. Stephen’s 

Life Happenings 

October 31, 2021 

We celebrate…Happy Birthday to Barbara Lacks, Christian  

Morren, Maureen Bynum, Valerie Underwood, and Don  
MacGorman! * Happy 6

th
 Birthday to Sally Vandewater’s  

grandson, Elijah! * We are thankful for the beautiful weather on 
Halloween and the successful youth “Trunk-or-Treat” event! * 
Congratulations to Marcia Jackson’s son, Taylor, who just got his 
trucking license!  
 
Our prayers are with…the family of Linda Shaw, who passed 
away last week * Amy Oden, on the death of her husband, Rev. 
Perry Williams * Chele Rider, recovering from back surgery *  
Dana Kelso, whose nephew passed away * Bobbie Lamb, who 
fell again and is in pain from a compression fracture * Ann  
Hochman’s sister, Kelly, whose husband had a stroke and is not 
doing well * Jim Eller’s sister-in-law, Margie, recently diagnosed 
with ovarian cancer * Dale Wares’ brother, recovering from colon 
surgery * All those affected by COVID, including Jennifer Wilson-
Burns’ friend, Angela, on a respirator, Jennifer and David’s 
daughter, Allison, with long-term COVID effects, and Kay Most’s 
brother, Eric, who still has COVID pneumonia * Jackie Shipp’s 
friend suffering mental health issues from living alone * Marcia 
Jackson’s friend, Sally, who had surgery for breast cancer *  
Steve Ellis and Cindy Rogers, who have lost many friends/family 
this year * Rick Sondag’s colleague, Steve, whose father-in-law 
is near death * Ron House misses seeing Harold and Pat in 
church * Tava Edwards (no phone calls please, cards are  
welcome) and Amber Mathis’ mother, who are undergoing  
chemotherapy * Paula Grove on hospice care * Pastor Jeannie 
Himes, cancer treatment * Tony Bradley’s sister, Sean Gibson, in 
assisted living * Those unable to be in worship: Don Schroeder, 
Barbara Benton, Gene & Mary Black, Carolyn Eckert, Wanda 
Mahoney, Bobbie Lamb, Maureen Bynum 

Upcoming Book Group meetings! 
 

Believing is Seeing: A physicist explains how  
science shattered his atheism and revealed the  
necessity of faith, with Rev. Dianne : Thursday,  
November 11 and Thursday November 18 at 7pm in 
Room 12 
 
 

Unclobber: Rethinking our misuse of the Bible on 
homosexuality with Rev. Jeannie : Sunday,  
November 7 and Sunday, November 14 at 3pm in 
Room 12 or on Zoom 
(https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84589024242). 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84589024242


From Jeannie’s Desk… 
 
In 1904, Mary McLeod Bethune, the daughter of former slaves, began a boarding 
school for African American girls. She had $1.50, lots of faith and a dream. One way 

she began to finance her school was through baking pies and selling them. Through 
doing this, she met James Gamble, of Proctor & Gamble. She told him about her school, and 
asked him to become a trustee. When he visited, there was only a shed and several girls working 
and reading. He said “This is the first time I have been asked to be the trustee of  a dream. I hope I 
am worthy.” 
That school is now Bethune-Cookman University in Daytona Beach Florida. It is one of the  
historically Black Colleges and Universities with ties to the United Methodist Church, and  
supported in part by one of our apportionments. 
 
When we give to St Stephen's, we don't just give to support an institution. We give to dreams. We 
give to visions of a better world, a more just society. We give to a living breathing community that 
has hope and gives hope. 
 
We are all part of the picture, beloved in our church, and essential to the life of our beloved  
community. 
 
Peace............. Jeannie 

Why I Pledge 
I first became aware of St. Stephens while attending graduate school in social work. 
Not a lot of my first-year classmates attended church, but enough of them talked about 
St. Stephens that I began referring to it jokingly as “the social work church.” When Kim 
and I had children and they began asking God questions that we felt unprepared to  
answer, we decided to start taking them to church. We didn’t shop around; we were  
already pretty sure St. Stephens would be a good fit for us. That was 30 years ago. 
 
Like many people when the annual pledge drive came around, we didn’t initially commit to giving. We 
were a family with young children working at low paying jobs and reluctant to commit giving a set amount 
every month. However, as we became more familiar with mission programs St. Stephens and its  
members were involved in, we could see how the church used our donated funds to benefit the Norman 
community where members believed in getting their hands dirty serving the community. Then as we 
learned about programs across the state and around the world the Methodist Church supports through 
apportionments, we became convinced that pledging was important to assure both St. Stephens and the 
Oklahoma Conference had a reliable source of funds. 
 
I’m serving on the Finance Committee and believe me pledges are critically important to the annual 
budget. Most of our funding comes through pledges. We’re grateful for funds that come through people 
that share their good fortune with an extra gift to the church. Those are the frosting on the cake, but 
pledges make up the body of the cake. Give what you’re comfortable with. Start small if that’s all you can 
afford but let the Finance Committee know what you plan to give each month in the form of a pledge. 
Your Finance Committee members will sleep better knowing we have a secure source of funding. 
 
Dale Wares 



 

   St. Stephen’s United Methodist Church 

405-321-4988 

1801 W. Brooks, Norman OK 73069 

www.ststephensnorman.org 

ststephensumc@coxinet.net 

Church services Sunday Morning 8:30 am  

and 10:50 am  Sunday School  at 9:40 

Kids Corner 

 

The month of November 

will have the children 

exploring trust through waiting. "In the Wilder-

ness" follows the Israelites as they begin their 40 

years of wandering to the Promised Land. The 

group will learn about food scarcity and how God 

provided all the people needed to survive. A maze 

challenge, creating "stone" tablets and resuming 

the children's music time are our group  

activities. See you in Sunday school! Ms. Lynnette   

 

 

 

 

Thank you so much to everyone who attended and helped give 
out candy during our Trunk or Treat event last weekend. We had 
such a great time and had quite the turn out from not only our 
church members, but also some of our community members. In 
total, we had over $300 donated via votes for the best  
decorated car that will go to our youth group. We had some 
great decorations and want to congratulate Lynnette for gaining 
the most “votes” and winning the traveling chili pepper trophy.  
 
Join us at 9:40am for Sunday School and again from 4-6pm for  
evening youth each Sunday. We typically do an ice breaker, have 
a short lesson, play games, and then have dinner. It is a great 
time for our students to just fellowship with each other, sharing 
stories, laughs, and really good food. If you have a student who is 
in the 6th through 12th grade that would like to join us or have 
any questions, please feel free to reach out to Alyssa or Lauren in 
the church office.  
 
Parents: Next youth event will be on November 21st. I’ll be send-
ing out an email with more information!! Be on the look out!! 
 
~Alyssa 

Youth Shen
anigans 

Music Box 
I'm so excited to announce that our 
two bell choirs are scheduled to ring 
this Sunday, November 7 at both  

services! It's been a long time since we've 
been able to bring bell music from both of our 
full bell choirs and we can't wait to play for 
everyone. Also, I will begin meeting with our 
children this Sunday, November 7 during the 
Sunday School hour (10-10:15 am) each 
week. We will be working on a fun Christmas 
song that the kids can sing for our Lessons 
and Carols service on December 12th. I'm 
looking forward to meeting all of our amazing 
children!     ~Marci 

Afghan Resettlement Update 

 

We celebrate the resettlement of two 

Afghan families and one Guatemalan 

family in the last several months. A 

third Afghan family is scheduled to be 

resettled this week in the Food &  

Shelter Cottage. Our current plan is to 

house 3-4 more Afghan families in  

Norman. The families are excited to be 

here and they are somewhat  

overwhelmed, as you might imagine. 

Their children a being enrolled in the 

Norman Public Schools and the families 

are being scheduled into ESL classes 

and we are beginning to process  

employment possibilities. We just 

learned that OKC is now slotted for a 

total of 2,000 Afghans, up from the  

initial announcement of 1,000! So, stay 

tuned as we adjust plans for how this 

will impact Norman.  

 

Thank you for your donations. We are 

assessing future needs and we will  

announce additional needs over the 

next weeks. For now, no more  

donations are needed. 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Dc8dzPGn4-LCajFevTkh9LXY4rc7UcmcZEres6boX3f4cYLqKgf9dVv42KnjF9OVu5R_T-5eXhVhjRKOQUC2nLo7zqy-JU_UuLu19bUbJx24Z5_9_Lj7m0ByzAEKl7vLk0PpduXvnt8gXUeZjQYbn4cKFgNs3fON7BKIzivlfgg=&ver=3
http://www.ststephensnorman.org
http://www.rmnetwork.org/newrmn/


Advent Workshop 2021: Room at the Inn 

Advent wreath Holy family wood 
block 

Lego wreath  
small ornament 

Felt nativity  
ornament Origami cranes 

Advent activity jar Gingerbread house 

Gift tags 



 


