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“What’s in Our Name?
Rev. Jeannie Himes
Advent Workshop

The table is set for our “Room at The Inn” Advent
Workshop. As families gather more often indoors for this
cooler season, making crafts together with family or
friends can also be a time of reflection - a reflection on
“room at the inn” for the Christ-child in us all.
This year, we offered two options to participate in the
Advent Workshop - in Community Hall and at-Home and
we have many who signed up for one category or the
other.
 At-Home deliveries will be made the days leading
up to Thanksgiving, from Saturday through
Wednesday. If you’re not home for the delivery, the
craft kit will be left on your front porch and we’ll
leave an email message, voicemail or text.
 For those gathering in Community Hall, craft
orders will be bagged with the order name on a
table and ready on Sunday, November 28 4:006:00pm for the in-person Advent Workshop. This
will be a time of fellowship with many others in
Community Hall working on their crafts.
Gift tags will also be available for making in Community
Hall. If you have any questions about the Advent
Workshop, please contact Brent Smith at
bsmith103@cox.net.

November 7, 2021
All Saints Day, with
the choir
processional and
tintinnabulum.
PLUS the return of
bell choir music in
worship services!

Children's choir has returned!! Marci
will be working with our children each
Sunday during the Sunday School hour
from 10 - 10:15 am to prepare a fun
Christmas song to include in our Service
of Lessons and Carols on December 12th.
She has all sorts of fun instruments, game
and activities planned for Sunday
mornings and is looking forward to seeing
everyone. Be sure to mark December 12th
on your calendar!

Calling all readers! The online sign up for liturgists is now open for November
through April. Sign up here to be an important part of the worship experience.

Life Happenings

November 7, 2021
We celebrate…Happy Birthday to Betty Richtmeyer, Becky
LeClair, Leslie Cornwell, Eli Noble and Eleanor Noble! * We are
thankful that the bell choirs have returned to playing in worship,
and we are glad that Marci’s son, Christian, has been able to
join them! * Thanks to all who helped furnish the St. Stephen’s
Food and Shelter Cottage for the family that moved in last week
* We are thankful that Chele Rider was able to be in worship this
week and pray for her continued recovery * We are thankful that
children ages 5-11 are now eligible for COVID vaccinations! *
Congratulations to Billy Drommond on his new job at Crest! *
We look forward to Audrey Sondag’s upcoming performance in
Little Women * We celebrate Dan Snell’s friends, who were
inducted into the OK Educators’ Hall of Fame * We celebrate
wedding preparations for Jeanne Stenis’ son, Taylor * We are
thankful for beautiful weather, nature, and days of grace and joy!
Our prayers are with…Jim Kee-Rees and family on the death
of his mother * Sharon Ringrose and family on the death of her
father * Rex Larson, as he prepares to move to Oregon to be
close to family * Melinda Russell, whose father is very sick and
will be going to a rehab facility * Ron and Velma House as they
travel to check on Ron’s two brothers who are having health
issues * Joan Hines’ granddaughter, who has diabetes and is
expecting a new baby * Bobbie Lamb, having surgery this week
* Kimen Allen, as she prepares to move in with her mother to
help care for her * Marcia Jackson, whose cousin, Bob, died of
Alzheimer’s * Jennifer Wilson-Burns’ friend, Angela, who is on a
ventilator with COVID * Brenda Wheelock’s nephew, Nathan,
who has a mass on his liver and kidney * Ellen Simmons’
children’s father, whose colon cancer has returned for a third
time * Gwen Witherspoon’s friend, Brenda, having a nodule
removed from her lung * Barb Drommond’s friend, Manny, who
lost his father * Susan Arn’s friend, Kathy, whose mother is in
rehab with health issues * Jeanne Stenis, who is having surgery
after Thanksgiving * Tava Edwards and Amber Mathis’ mother,
who are undergoing chemotherapy * Paula Grove on hospice
care * Pastor Jeannie Himes, cancer treatment * Tony Bradley’s
sister, Saen Gibson, in assisted living * Those unable to be in
worship: Don Schroeder, Barbara Benton, Gene & Mary Black,
Carolyn Eckert, Wanda Mahoney, Bobbie Lamb, Maureen
Bynum
Lunch Bunch meets at noon on
Thursday, November 11. Bring your
lunch, and join us for fellowship
and treats! We meet outside on the
rainbow crosswalk or in the wellventilated loggia, depending on the
weather.

This Week at
St. Stephen’s
Thursday, November 11:
12:00 Lunch Bunch—outside
7:00 Seeing is Believing book group—Room 12
Friday, November 12:
6:30 Living Room NA—Community Hall
Saturday, November 13:

9:30 Intermediate Tai Chi—Community Hall

Sunday, November 14:

8:30 Worship Service—Sanctuary
9:30 Sunday School
10:50 Worship Service—Sanctuary
2:00 Care Team—outside
3:00 Unclobber book group—Room 12/Zoom
3:00 Norman Peace Team—11
4:00 Youth—Lyle Hall
4:30 Ring with Joy—Sanctuary
6:00 Meditation—Zoom

Monday, November 15:

7:00 Administrative Council—Room 12/ Zoom

Tuesday, November 16:

7:00 Fiction Club—Room 11 / Zoom

Wednesday, November 17:

2:30 Sacred Journey—Room 12 /Zoom
6:00 Fellowship of the Ringers—Sanctuary
7:00 Choir—Sanctuary

Thank you, St. Stephen’s!
The Immigration
Committee is busy
using the funds
raised over the
past month to buy winter clothes
for the St. Stephen’s Head Start
students. Your generosity has
given them a budget of over
$3,000 to help keep them warm!

From Jeannie’s Desk…

We are all part of the picture.
This past year, many of us have spent some of our increased at-home time with jigsaw puzzles. Something feels good about having many separate pieces work together
to create a beautiful picture.
This is why we chose this as the theme for our Stewardship – both volunteering of time and giving
of money. All of us coming together to create a full picture makes our faith community vibrant and
beautiful. Each piece, no matter the size, is an important part of the whole. Each one of us giving of
ourselves gets our church to greater strength, health, and outreach. Each one matters. And our
lives and our faith are not full without the spiritual practice of giving of time and resources.
Yes, the picture of our church is not as beautiful without each person. It is not complete without
you.
I am blessed by the picture that all of you are a part of. Thank you for all you do.
Jeannie

Your Part of the Picture
As United Methodist, there are many ways to support the church and its mission, with all
the pieces coming together to form the St. Stephen’s we know and love, and want to see
to continue to grow in meaningful ways. One way to keep this puzzle on a solid foundation is through a financial pledge. St. Stephen’s has several options for fulfilling a pledge
that may be the best first for you and/or your family:
-Writing physical checks and turning them in on Sunday mornings or through the mail.
-Online giving that can be done automatically (saving you the trouble of monthly payment) OR by logging
in manually to give online. Both of these options are available here. Feel free to talk to the church office
about assistance is setting up online giving if that is the path you’re comfortable with.
-Direct donations of stock or mutual funds investments allow for a good tax break, even if you don’t
itemize on your taxes. These donations are usually given once a year. Email Rhonda Stock at
rhondalstock@gmail.com for more information about this option.
Pledge cards to indicate your intention to use one of these methods in 2022 are available in the church
loggia and in this week’s Shield. You may turn them in via email to ststephensumc@coxinet.net or at the
church. Even if you have an automatic donation already set up, it is extremely helpful in the budgeting
process to receive a pledge card from you each year. Thank you for your consideration, and adding your
pieces to the puzzle.
Active Non-Violent Communication Training: Come and learn active peace
Have you ever been in a tense situation with someone or witnessed one nearby? Have you ever been in this
situation and wanted to speak your truth; however, you stood silent and regretted it later. This training can
help.
This is training provided by the Norman Peace Team, begun in Sept. 2020 by Jennifer Ahrens-Sims as a means
to provide a peaceful presence in Norman as the election and other events caused contention. Presenters will
include Fran Roberson, Jackie Shipp, Rhonda Stock, Judith Coker, Lans Rothfusz, and Mary Lee.
The training is a 90-minute, information-packed session held at St. Stephens on Sunday, Nov. 14 at 3:00. If
you are interested in the Peace Team, this class will fulfill one of the two trainings required for NPT
Peacemakers but, even if you are not working toward the green armband, the skills taught can be used in any
tense situations in your life.

Kids Corner

Music Box

Save the date! Advent is almost upon us
and I wanted to make sure everyone had
December 12th marked on their
calendars. We will have two special Advent
offerings that day. We will be bringing a Service
of Lessons and Carols to both Sunday morning
services on December 12th which will feature
both bell choirs, the adult choir and the children's
choir. That evening we will present our Bell and
Instrumental Concert at 6:30 pm. This concert
will feature a wide range of instrumental solos
and ensembles as well as music by both of our
bell choirs. It's sure to get you into the Christmas
spirit!
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Join us at 9:40am for Sunday school and again
from 4-6pm for evening youth. If you have a
student in grades 6-12th that would like to join
us, please get with me or Lauren.
Parents: Be on the lookout for emails this week
for updates and upcoming fun events.
~Alyssa

The youth dinner signup
sheet is located outside the
church office. Please
considering signing up to
feed our youth on Sunday
evenings. You can bring in
take-out, prepare a meal, or
donate funds.

We will discuss how
rules are also a way to
trust in God. "The Ten
Commandments" given by God, to Moses, was to
help the Israelites know how God wanted them
to live. There are commandments to match,
portrait drawing and an alphabet rule game as
our class activities.
See you in Sunday school! Ms. Lynnette
Afghan Family Update
As Afghan families resettle in Oklahoma and
Norman, we celebrate their safety from the
dangers in their home country. We also share
in the grief these families have as they see the
place of their former life in Afghanistan
deteriorate further. Many have family left
behind and homes now taken over by the
Taliban. There are now three families who are
resettling in Norman and supported by St.
Stephen’s and other Coalition places of
worship. Additional families are expected in
Norman through the end of the year.
Donations are still welcome. Furnishing items
still needed tend to be listed in the lower
portion of the sign up list, so scroll down.
Please sign up as you are able using these
links for furnishings or volunteering. In
addition, if you would like to make a financial
contribution, make your payment to St.
Stephen’s and note "Norman Coalition for
Refugee Support", or just “Refugees" on the
memo line of your check.
Top Volunteer Needs:
 Employment and Child Care Committees employment and child care are now a high
need
 Backgrounds in job development, medical/
health, legal or social work professions

St. Stephen’s United Methodist Church
405-321-4988
1801 W. Brooks, Norman OK 73069
www.ststephensnorman.org
ststephensumc@coxinet.net
Church services Sunday Morning 8:30 am
and 10:50 am Sunday School at 9:40

