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This Week in Worship 
 

November 13, 2022 
 

“Hungers Filled” 

Psalm 107: 4-9 

 

Rev. Jeannie Himes 
 

Advent Workshop 2022: The Road to Bethlehem  
 

Sunday, November 27 at 4:00-6:00pm 

Family participation is an important part of the St. Stephen's tradition 

at the Advent Workshop. To encourage participation of children, child

-friendly crafts are available for with parental guidance. Two new 

crafts for the Advent Workshop this year are a Children's Nativity and Children's Ornament. See the fun 

photos below! Safety measures will be in place.  

Join us for the Advent Workshop on Sunday, November 27 (Sunday after Thanksgiving) 

from 4:00-6:00pm in the Community Hall.  

 

 

 

Advent Wreath 

Centerpiece 

Gingerbread  

House Gift Tags 

Road to Bethlehem 

Nativity 

Origami 

Dove 

Angel  

Ornament 

Sweetgum Balls 

Garland 

Children’s 

Nativity 

 

St. Stephen’s altar  

Sunday, November 6, 2022 

Children’s  beaded 

ornament 

Angel Trees are coming! More info on page 3! 



 

 
 
 
 
 

Thursday, November 10:  
   5:30 Girl Scout Service Unit— 
                                           Community Hall 
   7:00 DBSA—Room 6 
 
Friday, November 11:  
    6:30 Living Room NA—Room 11 
 
Saturday, November 12: 
   9:30 Intermediate Tai Chi— 
                                       Community Hall 
  3:00 Gene Groff Birthday—Community  
                                                          Hall 
     
Sunday, November 13:  
   8:30 Worship Service—Sanctuary 
   9:40 Sunday School—various  
   10:50 Worship Service—Sanctuary 
    2:30 Children’s Ministry Team—Room  
                                                      12/Zoom 
    3:00 Adult Ed Council—East End Office 
   4:00 Youth—Lyle Hall 
   4:30 Ring with Joy—Sanctuary 
   5:30 Intergenerational Bells—Sanctuary 
   6:00 Meditation—Zoom 
     
Monday, November 14:   
   6:30 NCRS—Room 12 
   7:00 Finance Committee—Zoom 
 

Tuesday, November 15: 
   7:00 Fiction Club—Room 12  
  
Wednesday, November 16: 
  1:30 Sacred Journey—Room 12  
  6:00 Fellowship of the Ringers—          
                                                    Sanctuary 
  7:00 Choir—Sanctuary 

 This Week at  
St. Stephen’s 

Life Happenings 

November 6, 2022 

We celebrate…Happy Birthday to Katie Chinn, Becky LeClair, Leslie 
Cornwell, and Tim Duncan’s mother (92)! * Ron and Sharon Gray’s 
granddaughter, Addie, who will attend OU next year! * Julia Crowson 
and Liam Carr, who both made CODA honor band * Emma Crowson, 
who competed in the Regional Pom competition last weekend, and will 
compete in State on Friday * The Culp-Quinnett family, back at St.  
Stephen’s for the first time since COVID * Mike and Shirley Thompson’s 
grandsons, with them in worship this week * Kim and Margarita Banos-
Milton, safely returned after celebrating the birth of their granddaugh-
ter, Lydia, who has been released from the NICU * Rod and Carolyn 
Murrow, who were able to meet their friends, the Smiths, for dinner as 
they were traveling through Norman * Melissa Duncan, who got to 
spend a day with her daughter Saturday * Melinda Russell, getting 
around better after many weeks of healing from surgery * Teagan King, 
who Julie Sondag taught as a toddler, now in the St. Stephen’s choir, 
and Teagan’s grandmother, Kathy, visiting in worship * Carolyn Paul, 
who spent time with her daughter and granddaughter in Philadelphia * 
Dale Wares & Kim Hogue, who had a great trip to Nashville * Kay Most, 
whose mother’s health is improving * Linden Moore, who got a new 
book about mythical creatures * 3-5

th
 grade Sunday School children, 

who are thankful for their Church  
Our prayers are with…Valerie Adair, returned to the hospital, now in 
the ICU * Jeremy Syth’s mom, having extensive cancer surgery this week 
* Rick Sondag’s brother-in-law, Jay, nearing final days * Gene Black,  
recovering from surgery * Kristen Lancaster, recovering from surgery on 
her broken wrist, but still struggling with shoulder pain * Jeff  
Underwood’s nephew, having unexpected heart bypass surgery this 
week * Holly Van Auken’s nephew and his sister, who lost their Mum 
Mum yesterday * Stephanie Parks’ father, who had heart surgery a few 
weeks ago and is struggling with recovery * Burse Dills, who will have 
aortic valve replacement surgery the week before Thanksgiving * 
Lynnette Palmerton, remembering her mom a year after her death * 
Melissa Duncan, remembering her father on what would have been his 
birthday in the first year after his death * Kay Most’s friend’s mom, Terri, 
on chemo * Refugee children in the Norman Public Schools, showing 
bravery and resilience in the face of many challenges * Tava Edwards, 
Karla Bonzie, Amber Mathis’ mother, Velma House’s brother-in-law, Rick 
Sondag’s brother-in-law, and Jim Eller’s sister, undergoing cancer  
treatment * Tony Bradley’s sister, Saen Gibson, in assisted living * Those 
unable to be in worship: Linda Reese, Don Schroeder, Gene & Mary 
Black, Carolyn Eckert, Wanda Mahoney, Bobbie Lamb, Maureen Bynum, 
Harold & Pat Dallam, and Louise Lazalier  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please join us in the fun 

of celebrating the 90th 

birthday of Gene Groff!  
 

Saturday, November 12, 

St. Stephen’s UMC  

3:00-5:00pm, come & go,  

in Community Hall. 

CONFIRMATION: 

Alyssa is seeking confirmation mentors for the 2023 Confirma-

tion class. Classes won’t start until late January/early February. 

If you are interested in being a mentor and have any questions, 

please reach out to Alyssa (alyjmil@yahoo.com).  



From Jeannie’s Desk... 

Last week there were gatherings of United Methodist delegates all around the U.S. for  
electing new bishops. While bishops are elected for life, they reach mandatory retirement age 

and no longer actively serve as bishops. So, there were 13 new bishops elected around the U.S. 
 
While it was expected that this new class would be clearly progressive, the magnitude of the diversity, the 
firsts, and the progressive stances were more than expected. This group includes the first Native American 
bishop (from Oklahoma's OIMC), the first Filipino American bishop, and first Japanese American bishop. Al-
so elected was the second openly gay, married bishop, this time an African-American man. Of the 13 elected, 
8 are people of color and 7 are women, bringing to 44% the number of women bishops. 
 
Each of the 5 Jurisdictional Conferences passed resolutions calling for full inclusion of LGBTQ+ persons. 
 
While much of the church is reeling over the exiting of 10-15 % of our churches, these gatherings showed a 
great spirit of unity. We move forward together with a greater spirit of diversity – and in that there is strength. 
                            Jeannie 

“Look now! For glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing…” Advent is coming, and with it our St. Stephen’s 
Angel Trees! Our three Angel Trees will be coming to the Loggia on November 20th, offering a chance to share 
our blessings with our Community during this season of giving. Our Angel Trees this year will benefit Griffin  
Memorial Hospital Guests (unwrapped gifts), Head Start (unwrapped gifts for low-income families), and Kennedy 
Elementary School (classroom supplies for teachers). Gifts/Supplies/Donations will be due back at St. Stephen’s 
by Wednesday, December 7th, in order to distribute them in time for Christmas Break! Please pick up an angel, 
an apple, or sign up for a Head Start family and help us share the joy of Christmas with our neighbors! 

Angel Trees 2022 

New Grant Funding for the Refugee Coalition! 
The Refugee Coalition (NCRS) was awarded a $50K 
grant from the UMC Woodworth Estates Trust to  
resettle two new refugee families in 2023. Existing 
federal housing funds are no longer available for new 
families. So, the NCRS is very grateful for this funding 
award. Each new refugee family brings an exciting 
story of hopes and dreams as we welcome the 
stranger to become our friend and neighbor in  
Norman.  
 
Depending on other available funding, the NCRS will 
pay a portion of the rent for the current Afghan  
families next year. All are gainfully employed and are 
gradually becoming more independent. The NCRS is 
grateful for the continuing financial and volunteer  
support of St. Stephen's and the other seven Coalition 
places of worship.  

We benefit from a church we did not 
build; we build a church from which 
we might not benefit. 
Why do we give? 
We give out of gratitude for all the gifts of 
God. 
We give as an act of worship. 
We give to say who we are as people of faith. 
We give as a spiritual discipline. 
We give to counter the tendencies for greed 
and selfishness. 
We give to participate in 
Christ's mission. 
 
We give to build together a 
church. 



 

   St. Stephen’s United Methodist Church 

405-321-4988 

1801 W. Brooks, Norman OK 73069 

www.ststephensnorman.org 

ststephensumc@coxinet.net 

Church services Sunday Morning 8:30 am  

and 10:50 am  Sunday School  at 9:40 

 

 

 

 

Join us at 9:40am for SS and then again from 4-6pm for 
evening youth in Lyle Hall. We will have a short lesson, 
play games, and have dinner together.  

November 20h the youth will be helping put together 
gingerbread houses for Advent Workshop during  
evening youth.  
 

Next year we will have a Confirmation Class. Parents if 
you have  a student who is at least in 6th grade that you 
would like to attend confirmation please let Alyssa 
know.  

If you have a student in grades 6-12 that would like to 
join us for youth and have any questions, please feel 
free to reach out to Alyssa (alyjmil@yahoo.com).  

 

Music Box 

This Sunday, the Ring for Joy and 
Fellowship of the Ringers bell 

choirs will be playing at our two morning 
worship services. I'm excited for the  
congregation to hear them play for the first 
time since we re-convened after our  
summer break! I'm still looking for  
instrumental solos and ensembles for our 
Bell and Instrumental Concert scheduled 
for the evening of December 4th. If you're 
interested in playing or have any questions 
about this event, please email me at  
marcilcorey@yahoo.com or call the church 
office. 

 

Youth Shenanigans
 

 

 

 

Kids Corner 

God is every where in nature and we will 
wonder at the patterns found in simple 
plants. The children can create sand  
Mandalas as we craft more gratitude 
leaves to add to our bulletin board  
thanksgiving trees outside Room 10. Be 
sure to grab a leaf at either worship  
service and join in growing our autumn 
display of "praying with creation".  
 
See you in Sunday school! Ms. Lynnette   

Children’s Nature altar, created by the  
children in the kick-off of the new 

Joyful Paths curriculum November 6, 
2022 

One time project!! 
  
We need a couple of people to cull and organize 
the white tablecloths we have. There are several 
sizes that need sorted, and many that are frayed 
and stained.  
 
Interested? Let Rev. Jeannie know: 
revjeankc@aol.com 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Dc8dzPGn4-LCajFevTkh9LXY4rc7UcmcZEres6boX3f4cYLqKgf9dVv42KnjF9OVu5R_T-5eXhVhjRKOQUC2nLo7zqy-JU_UuLu19bUbJx24Z5_9_Lj7m0ByzAEKl7vLk0PpduXvnt8gXUeZjQYbn4cKFgNs3fON7BKIzivlfgg=&ver=3
http://www.ststephensnorman.org
http://www.rmnetwork.org/newrmn/
mailto:marcilcorey@yahoo.com
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