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This Week in Worship 

January 24, 2021 
 

 

Jonah 3: 1-5 

“Don’t Want to Go There!” 

Rev. Jeannie Himes 

 

Peace Roundtable January 24, 4:00-5:30pm 

 

Pre-registration can be found at this link for the Peace Roundtable Microaggressions: Oops and Ouches: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwsduivqzMoH92KRWDwq5T0Vlrecf4hpN3O . The annual 

Peace Roundtable is held in honor of Dr. Martin Luther King and other peacemakers. In keeping with the 

mission of St. Stephen’s, addressing the language we use in microaggressions helps us be "intentionally 

inclusive throughout our church life" and skillful in peacemaking. The main Roundtable presentation on  

microaggression will be made by Jennifer Ahrens-Sims followed by a couple short video clips, Q&A with 

Jennifer and an in-depth small group "guided practicum”. The guided practicum is designed to discuss and 

practice. Discussion and role play in small group break out sessions will be led by small group leaders Dee 

Fink, Mary Lee, Kay Antinoro, Karla Bonzie, Cheryl Frech, Carol Mason-Straughan and Rick Sondag. Join us 

for this virtual event on Microaggression: Oops and Ouches Sunday afternoon January 24 4:00-5:30 and be 

sure to pre-register using the link above. After registering, you will receive a confirmation email  

containing information about joining the meeting.  

January Book Group:  Between the World and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates 

While many may have already read this powerful book, it continues to be cited by many 

current authors including Barack Obama and Toni Morrison.   Coates' first-person letter 

to his adolescent son shares what it is like to inhabit a black body in America today with 

all that implies.  This quick-read is an excellent way to prepare internally for our Peace 

Roundtable about Microaggressions on January 24th.  If you have read it before, let me 

encourage you to read it again and join us in discussion as we reflect on the book and 

the insights from our Roundtable.  We will meet in the first week of February. Please 

contact Dianne Peters at diannerpeters@gmail.com if you would like to be part of the 

group. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwsduivqzMoH92KRWDwq5T0Vlrecf4hpN3O
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwsduivqzMoH92KRWDwq5T0Vlrecf4hpN3O
https://www.indiebound.org/book/9781925240702
mailto:diannerpeters@gmail.com
https://www.indiebound.org/book/9781925240702


 

Thursday, January 21:   
 
Friday, January 22:   
  6:30 Living Room NA—Community Hall 
 
Saturday, January 23:   
     
Sunday, January 24:  
  11:00 Online Worship Service 
  4:00 Youth—Zoom 
   6:00 Meditation—Zoom 
     
Monday, January 25:   
       
Tuesday, January 26:  
   
Wednesday, January 27:  
  2:30 Sacred Journey—Zoom 
  7:00 Choir—Zoom  
   
        
 
 

 This Week at  
St. Stephen’s 

Life Happenings 

January 17, 2021 

We celebrate…Happy Birthday: Fran Roberson, Ann Hochman, 

David Wilson-Burns, Bob & Sally Vandewater’s grandson Mason 

* Happy Anniversary Phillip & Bethany Sipe * Dr. Martha 

Ogilvie to serve as Acting Vice President for Research at the OU 

Health Sciences Center! * Lynnnette’s daughter is moving into a 

home better equipped for her family * community members 

getting vaccinated! 

 

Our prayers are with...Alyssa & family after the death of her cousin 

* Culp-Quinnett family after the loss of a beloved pet * * Fran 

Roberson and Amber Mathis’ mom, cancer * Gene & Mary 

Black, Carolyn Eckert * Members in assisted living: Maureen 

Bynum, Paula Grove, Alta Chilson, Wanda  

Mahoney, Saen Gibson  

Microaggression Example 

The ten-week series of examples of microaggression continues ahead of the Peace 
Roundtable on January 24. These are examples that hurt our friends of color and we work 
to avoid them. This week's example is second-class citizen. Second-class citizen occurs 
when a White person is given preferential treatment as a consumer over a person of color. 
Examples are when a person of color is mistaken for a service worker, having a taxi cab 
pass a person of color and instead pick up a White passenger, or being ignored at a store 
counter as attention is given to the White customer behind you. The message conveyed is 
people of color are servants to Whites. They couldn’t possibly occupy high-status positions. 
These microaggression actions also send the message that people of color are more likely 
to cause trouble or travel to a dangerous neighborhood or Whites are more valued  
customers than people of color, they don’t belong here and are of lesser value.  

Active Bystander Intervention (ABI) on Sunday, February 7th at 1 pm Central. 

"What is ABI?" you might be asking. ABI is a set of skills and strategies for 

those times when a disturbance breaks out right next to you. As a third party 

witness/bystander, what should you do? Should you mind your own  

business? Should you intervene? How can you effectively de-escalate a  

situation when you do intervene? ABI will answer these questions and more. 

DC Peace Team brings another great primer with tools of ABI to keep our 

communities safe and respected. Register HERE.  

 

Your donation for this primer goes directly to DC Peace Team to support their training and peace-keeping  

efforts in Washington DC and across the nation and world. No one will be turned away.  

Check out how 'Snackman' employs interpositioning as an active bystander: Snackman on YouTube CNN 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScr1DbrjwuqsrQ0wndTynK9ZOJauoeRPu4N8SMJsq1RiH5Aig/viewform?gxids=7628
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zJeSJhb3Hc4


From Jeannie’s Desk… 

Reparations: the making of amends for a wrong one has done, by paying money to or  
otherwise helping those who have been wronged; the action of repairing something. From 
the Latin reparare -  to restore. 

 
2021 has brought us to the 100 year marking of the horrific Tulsa Race Massacre. Thinking people across 
Oklahoma are considering how to address the need to confess and reconcile our history. Churches, and  
persons of faith, are considering how to confess and repent of the sins of our ancestors, acknowledging that 
the generations that follow have benefitted by the mistreatment of those kept as underclass.   
 
One part of confession is to acknowledge what has been done, through education and eye-opening  
experiences. Our Adult Education committee has planned several events to help our St Stephen's  
community with this. 
 
Another aspect is to know that seeking forgiveness is the work of those who perpetrated wrongful acts. And 
part of this is to make amends. Reparations are a significant piece of the puzzle of making amends. 
 
A few denominations, and several individual churches are exploring how to approach making this type of 
financial contributions. Some of us at St Stephen's are watching closely and looking for how we can join in 
this effort. There are those who assume that this should be a governmental function. But confession,  
forgiveness, reconciliation are aspects of faith. These are theological ideals. Churches can and should lead 
the way. Confession, forgiveness, and reconciliation are OUR things. 
 
Watch for St Stephen's to offer ways for you to contribute toward this effort. And watch for more ways for 
our faith community of St Stephen's to learn and to work toward better racial justice efforts. We don't get to 
unity without doing the repairing and restoration work first. 
 
Peace be with you............... Jeannie 

From Faith in Public Life - 
Holy One, Protect us from the weapon of white  
supremacy and the violence of Christian  
nationalism. Deliverance us from terror. While we 
are tempted to return to a false peace or call for 
unity, we remember there is no authority without 
accountability, and so we will accept nothing less 
than repentance through action. This is the path 
to true peace.  
 
Give us strength as we continue the holy work of 
building the beloved community, where the  
dignity of everyone is respected. We know and 
trust that when we come together, justice  
prevails. So we will not bow to backlash or  
intimidation. We will reject division and instead 
draw closer to you and to one another.  
 
Grant us courage as we face what we must. Hold 
us in our fear and amplify us in our joy. Call us to 
boldness as we confront white supremacy and  
reject Christian nationalism. Accompany us as we 
cross this threshold.  Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you, science,  

for bringing hope  

with the new year! 
 

Image from gulfnews.com 

https://www.faithinpubliclife.org/?gclid=CjwKCAiAo5qABhBdEiwAOtGmbm1ESc6DEualk4n4T1gTOfQEkF9Yhc1uZzgskiSGj5kcHoaoXIhHwhoC4poQAvD_BwE


 

   St. Stephen’s United Methodist Church 

405-321-4988 

1801 W. Brooks, Norman OK 73069 

www.ststephensnorman.org 

ststephensumc@coxinet.net 

Church services Sunday Morning 8:30 am  

and 10:50 am  Sunday School  at 9:40 

 

 

 

This past Sunday we met in person and  

enjoyed some time outside playing some 

games in the parking lot and soaking up the 

January sun. I have very much enjoyed being 

able to be back in person every other week 

and being able to physically see and interact 

with our students. I am excited and hopeful 

that with vaccinations rolling out we will be 

able to be back together a lot more often.  This 

coming Sunday we will meet via Zoom. I’ll be 

sending out a zoom invite a little later this 

week for all who would like to join. We will be 

back in person on January 31st from 4-5:30pm 

at the church. 

  

I’m still in search for confirmation mentors. If 

you are interested please reach out to myself 

or Lauren at the church office. Also, don’t be 

surprised if some of you receive an email from 

me in the coming weeks asking you to  

consider being a mentor.   
  

~Alyssa 
 

Youth Shen
angians Music Box  

 

In preparing for the World Music class I am  

teaching this semester, I ran across a quote 

from a book entitled, “Music of the Warao of 

Venezuela: The Song People of the Rain  

Forest” by Dale Olsen. In it he states 

“...music...is one of the greatest healing forces 

and communication systems known to  

humankind. But first we have to listen.” With 

all of the noise around us, especially given the 

state of our country and the world, I  

encourage you to find some quiet space to  

listen to what the Holy Spirit may be telling 

you in order to heal.  

 

Be still…  

Peace, Vicki  

 

 

Kids Corner 

Even teachers can be taught different ways to 
approach new ideas as "Jesus and  
Nicodemus" meet, at night, to talk about the 
Holy Spirit. A hidden items coloring page and 
assembling a John 3:16 scripture balloon are 
our group church mail activities.  
 
Stay safe and mask on! Ms. Lynnette  

This year’s City of Norman  

Martin Luther King Jr.  

Celebration Interfaith Breakfast 

is available to view at anytime 

on YouTube.  

Rev. Jeannie and many local 

faith leaders were a part of this virtual  

presentation. 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Dc8dzPGn4-LCajFevTkh9LXY4rc7UcmcZEres6boX3f4cYLqKgf9dVv42KnjF9OVu5R_T-5eXhVhjRKOQUC2nLo7zqy-JU_UuLu19bUbJx24Z5_9_Lj7m0ByzAEKl7vLk0PpduXvnt8gXUeZjQYbn4cKFgNs3fON7BKIzivlfgg=&ver=3
http://www.ststephensnorman.org
http://www.rmnetwork.org/newrmn/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=THPk355Um7k

