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This Week in Worship 

January 17, 2021 
 

 

Psalm 139 : 1-6, 13-18 

“Wonderfully Made” 

Rev. Jeannie Himes 

 

Peace Roundtable January 24, 4:00-5:30pm 

 

Pre-registration can be found at this link for the Peace Roundtable Microaggressions: Oops and Ouches: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwsduivqzMoH92KRWDwq5T0Vlrecf4hpN3O . In keeping with 

the mission of St. Stephen’s, addressing the language we use in microaggressions helps us be 

"intentionally inclusive throughout our church life" and skillful in peacemaking. The main Roundtable 

presentation on microaggression will made by Jennifer Ahrens-Sims followed by a couple short video clips, 

Q&A with Jennifer and an in-depth small group "guided practicum”. The guided practicum is designed to 

discuss and practice. Discussion and role play in small group break out sessions will be led by small group 

leaders Dee Fink, Mary Lee, Kay Antinoro, Karla Bonzie, Cheryl Frech, Carol Mason-Straughn and Rick Son-

dag. Join us for this virtual event on Microaggression: Oops and Ouches Sunday afternoon January 24 4:00-

5:30 and be sure to pre-register using the link above. After registering, you will receive a confirmation 

email containing information about joining the meeting. 

 

Shell Sunday, 

January 10 

2021 

Mayor’s (Virtual) Interfaith Event  

8:30am on Monday, January 18  

Streamed on City Council 
YouTube and Facebook, the event 

will include words from Rev.  
Jeannie and many other faith  

leaders in the Norman  
community. 

 
https://www.youtube.com/c/CityOfNormanOK/

videos 

Please watch your inbox for a link to 
an online survey in the coming days 
(bell/choir members, be on the look 
out for two!).  As the pandemic tide 
seems to be shifting for parts of our  
community, we want to get some  

important feedback on what church activities you  
anticipate returning to in the coming months. Help us 
plan our gradual reunion as a church family!!!  

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwsduivqzMoH92KRWDwq5T0Vlrecf4hpN3O
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwsduivqzMoH92KRWDwq5T0Vlrecf4hpN3O
https://www.youtube.com/c/CityOfNormanOK/videos
https://www.youtube.com/c/CityOfNormanOK/videos


 

Thursday, January 14:   
 
Friday, January 15:   
  6:30 Living Room NA—Community Hall 
 
Saturday, January 16:   
     
Sunday, January 17:  
  11:00 Online Worship Service 
  4:00 Youth—Community Hall 
   6:00 Meditation—Zoom 
     
Monday, January 18:  MLK Jr Day 
                            Church office closed 
       
Tuesday, January 19:  
  7:00 Fiction Club—Zoom 
   
Wednesday, January 20:  
  2:30 Sacred Journey—Zoom 
  7:00 Choir—Zoom  
   
        

 This Week at  
St. Stephen’s 

Life Happenings 

January 10, 2021 

We celebrate…Happy Birthday to Duane Stock, Jaeden Sims, 

Lynnette’s granddaughter Evelyn, Darryl Guyer, and Jerry  

Russell * Having children in worship! * Vicki & the handbells! * 

Happy Anniversary Rev. Jeannie & Jim! 

 

Our prayers are with...Kayla Holloway after her grandfather died 

from Covid * Rick & Evie Sondag traveling to St. Louis for the 

start of a new semester * Julie Sondag’s sister’s father-in-law, 

Larry, sick with Covid * Family & friends of Brenda Wheelock’s 

co-worker, Judy, who died of Covid * Bob Vandewater laments 

lies told by public leaders * We grieve threats to US democracy 

* For our country, for truth, justice and peace * Fran Roberson 

and Amber Mathis’ mom, cancer intervention * Gene & Mary 

Black, Carolyn Eckert * Members in assisted living: Maureen 

Bynum, Paula Grove, Alta Chilson, Wanda Mahoney, Saen  

Gibson  

January Book Group:  Between the World and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates 

While many may have already read this powerful book, it continues to be cited by many 

current authors including Barack Obama and Toni Morrison.   Coates' first-person letter 

to his adolescent son shares what it is like to inhabit a black body in America today with 

all that implies.  This quick-read is an excellent way to prepare internally for our Peace 

Roundtable about Microaggressions on January 24th.  If you have read it before, let me 

encourage you to read it again and join us in discussion as we reflect on the book and 

the insights from our Roundtable.  We will meet in the first week of February. Please 

contact Dianne Peters at diannerpeters@gmail.com if you would like to be part of the 

group. 

Microaggression Example 

The ten-week series of examples of microaggression continues ahead of the Peace 
Roundtable on January 24. These are examples that hurt our friends of color and we work 
to avoid them. This week's example is pathologizing cultural values and communication 
styles. Pathologizing cultural values and communication styles is the notion that the values 
and communication styles of the dominant culture are ideal. Microagressions are asking a 
Black person: “Why do you have to be so loud and animated? Just calm down”, or asking 
an Asian or Latino person: “Why are you so quiet? We want to know what you think. Be 
more verbal. Speak up more”. Another example is dismissing an individual who brings up 
concerning situations regarding race or culture in work or school settings. The message 
conveyed in this microaggression is the other person should assimilate to the dominant  
culture and leave their cultural baggage outside.  

https://www.indiebound.org/book/9781925240702
mailto:diannerpeters@gmail.com
https://www.indiebound.org/book/9781925240702


From Jeannie’s Desk… 
 

“They waved banners emblazoned with the words, ‘Jesus Saves,’ but this is not 
what Emmanuel came to earth to embody. This is a perversion of the Gospel. This 

should drive all of us to our knees. ”The Gospel message is a message of love, but a love that 
speaks truth and stands against immorality. As a church, as Christians, we must condemn all the 
forces that led to the unprecedented insurrection today — forces of hate, of white supremacy, of 
distorted self-interest and abuse of power.” 

Bishop LaTrelle Easterling, UM bishop of Baltimore/Washington 
 

All of us continue to reel as we hear more and more about the violent takeover of our Capitol. 
Our psyches were already worn to the breaking point, and now there is more piled on top of us. 
We can't take much more. Yes, we are driven to our knees – both beaten down, and in prayer. 
 
Things shouldn't be this way. We should be at the point, like Narnia, where the ice begins to 
crack after a long hard reign of the Ice Queen. Many of our congregation have had part of the 
Covid vaccine – the first sign of melting of our frozen society. More diverse and less harsh  
people are about to lead our government agencies. Yet today, this week, we are in the deepest 
darkness. More people than ever are dying each day in the global pandemic. And extremists did 
take over the place of our Congress, leaving all of us cowering. 
 
We are holding on. Holding our breath. Doing our best to wait out the cold darkness. Reach out 
to one another. Send kind and caring messages to one another. Plant bulbs, knowing that the life 
within them will surely be blooming soon. Emmanuel, God with us, is a force of love that will not 
be snuffed out. 
 
We walk this road together. 
 
Jeannie 

There has been a flurry of activity the 

past week or so at St. Stephen’s! New 

carpet is almost complete, and a new 

roof should be complete this week. 

Thank you to our Trustees chair and 

some generous donors who are making 

it possible to get the building spruced 

up! 



 

   St. Stephen’s United Methodist Church 

405-321-4988 

1801 W. Brooks, Norman OK 73069 

www.ststephensnorman.org 

ststephensumc@coxinet.net 

Church services Sunday Morning 8:30 am  

and 10:50 am  Sunday School  at 9:40 

 

 

Youth will meet in person this Sunday January 

17
th

 from 4-5:30pm. We will meet in the  

community hall where masks and social  

distancing will be required.  

 

Be on the look out for an upcoming survey, 

there will be some questions that are specific 

to our youth program. Please consider filling 

our this survey to help the staff as we navigate 

into the 2021 year. 

  

I’m still looking for confirmation volunteers, if 

you would be willing to participate this year 

please get with me or Lauren in the church 

office. I’ll be happy to answer any questions 

you might have.  

 

~Alyssa 

Youth Shen
angians Music Box 

New Zealand author, Shirley Erena Murray, 

gave us a number of memorable hymn texts 

appearing in more than 140 hymn collections. A  

favorite of ours at St. Stephen’s, her words seem to 

cut to the heart of the issues of the time. “Wounded 

World that Cries for Healing”, written in 1996, is 

maybe more relevant today than it was 25 years ago. 

The words to the second verse are especially  

meaningful as we approach the uncertain days 

ahead. “Through our nation’s spent frustration, 

through the corridors of stress may there move a 

kindlier wisdom all may feel, and all may bless.”  

 

May that kindlier wisdom guide our days and years 

ahead.  

Peace, Vicki  

 

 

Kids Corner 

"Fishers of Men" tells how Jesus asked the  
disciples to leave their "normal" lives and follow 
him. Dot-to-dots, label the disciples, a disciple 
crossword and fishnet fashions are our group  
activities in this week's church mail.  
 
Keep safe and mask on! Ms. Lynnette  

For further reading…. 

Bishop of the Baltimore-Washington  
Conference of the UMC, LaTrelle  
Easterling’s statement on Capitol violence 
January 6 can be found here. 
 
Bishop Easterling is also quoted in Rev. 
Jeannie’s article on page 3 of this edition of 
The Shield. 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Dc8dzPGn4-LCajFevTkh9LXY4rc7UcmcZEres6boX3f4cYLqKgf9dVv42KnjF9OVu5R_T-5eXhVhjRKOQUC2nLo7zqy-JU_UuLu19bUbJx24Z5_9_Lj7m0ByzAEKl7vLk0PpduXvnt8gXUeZjQYbn4cKFgNs3fON7BKIzivlfgg=&ver=3
http://www.ststephensnorman.org
http://www.rmnetwork.org/newrmn/
https://www.unitedmethodistbishops.org/newsdetail/umc-bishops-condemn-violence-at-u-s-capitol-14929776

