
    

 

 

 

 

 

Special Assistance is available if you have difficulty hearing and would like to use one of our personal 

hearing devices, or need other assistance. Please ask a greeter for help.  There are large print bulletins 

available as well. 

 

 

 

 

This Week at St. Stephen’s: 

Today: 

4:00 Adult Education Committee Zoom 

4:00 Youth Community Hall 

6:00 Meditation Zoom 

Monday: 

   

Tuesday:  

7:00 White privilege class Zoom 

Wednesday: 

2:30 Sacred Journey Zoom 

7:00 Choir Zoom 

Thursday: 

   

Friday: 

6:30 Living Room NA Community Hall 

Saturday: 

   

 
Video recordings of sermons are available at the website listed below, on our Facebook page, and on YouTube. 

Email – ststephensumc@coxinet.net    Website – http://ststephensnorman.org 
Church phone: 405.321.4988 

Onelicense.net #A-721089 

God calls us to be partners in community and partners for justice.  In the Spirit of Christ we will: 
 Care for one another 

 Offer sanctuary and healing 
 United head and heart 

 Do justice 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

St. Stephen’s United Methodist Church 

Norman, Oklahoma 

 

 
 
September 27, 2020 ______                             _______   ________                            10:50am and online                                                                      

 

 

Gathering Thoughts 

 

Sharing our Joys and Concerns (10:50)        

 

Meditation 

White folks hear the blues come out, but they don’t know how it got there. 
                                  Son House 

 

Anybody singing the blues is in a deep pit yelling for help.                     Mahalia Jackson 

 

Some of the greatest blues music is some of the darkest music you’ve ever heard.                                        
      Bruce Springsteen 

 

 The blues was bleeding the same blood as me.                                B.B. King 

 

 When I’m singing the blues, I’m singing life.                              Etta James 

 

Ring the Bell 

 

11:00 - Gathering Music 

 

 



 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Candle Lighting 

 

Call to Worship:  

One: Some days, what we feel can hardly be put into words. Sadness, 

confusion, uncertainty, all laying over everything we do. 

Many:   Life is just flowing through us, as more than we can describe. 

One: And we can’t find the song to sing, the way to put our feelings into 

some rhythm. 

Many: So we’re singing the blues, singing life, pulling ourselves together 

in the best way we can. Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord 

have mercy.              J. Himes 

 

Hymn                                                  “Cast Out, O Christ”                           insert, green #3072 

                                                                                                                                 

Prayer for Focus 

Look toward me, and have pity on me, for I am alone and afflicted. Relieve the 

troubles of my heart, and bring me out of my distress. Put an end to my 

affliction and my suffering, and take away all my sins. Behold, my enemies are 

many, and they hate me violently. Preserve my life, and rescue me; let me not 

be put to shame, for I take refuge in you.                                                     Psalm 25: 16-20 

 

Sing to our Kids                             “Where Children Belong”                                   black #2233                                                                                          

Children’s Time                  

 

Offering Ourselves, Our Tithes, Gifts, and Prayers   

 

Offertory        

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Music                      

                   

Scripture Reading                           Lamentations 1: 1-12 

                                                                                                                                                                                        

Sermon                                            “Singing the Blues”                               Rev. Jeannie Himes 

                                                                                                                                          

Reflection 

 

Pastoral Prayer 

 

The Lord’s Prayer – alternative version 

Dear One, closer to us than our own hearts, farther from us than the most 

distant star, you are beyond naming. May your powerful presence become 

obvious not only in the undeniable glory of the sky, but also in the seemingly 

base and common processes of the earth. Give us what we need, day by day, 

to keep body and soul together, because clever as you have made us, we still 

owe our existence to you. We recognize that to be reconciled with you, we 

must live peaceably and justly with other human beings, putting hate and 

bitterness behind us. We are torn between our faith in your goodness and our 

awareness of the evil in your creation, so deliver us from the temptation to 

despair. Yours alone is the universe and all its majesty and beauty. So it is, 

Amen.  

   

Benediction                             

 

Sending Forth                         “Song of Hope”                                              insert, black #2186              

 

Postlude 

 

Altar Arrangement                                                                                                  Joan Berryhill  

  



                                    

 

                     Cast Out, O Christ                                   green #3072 
Words by Mary Louise Bringle; Music American folk melody 

 

 

1.  Cast out, O Christ, cast far away the demons that destroy: the haunting dreads 

that choke our souls, the hates that stifle joy. 

 

2. Our raging griefs, our jealous fears are Legion in their name. Our shackled 

hearts implore your grace to loose our binding shame. 

 

3. Once long ago, from Galilee, you sailed to storm-tossed shores. And still, in 

power, you brave new paths to breach our bolted doors. 

 

4. Your Word breathes life and health and hope that break through evil’s thrall. 

You send us, strengthened, home in peace to live your gospel call. 

 

5. So come, O Christ and cast away the demons that destroy. Transform our lives 

to sense your love and spread abroad your joy.  

 

  

 

 

                  Song Of Hope                                           black # 2186 
Words by Alvin Schutmaat; Music Argentine folk melody 

 

 

May the God of hope go with us every day, filling all our lives with love and joy and 

peace. May the God of justice speed us on our way, bringing light and hope to every 

land and race. Praying, let us work for peace; singing, share our joy with all; working 

for a world that’s new, faithful when we hear Christ’s call. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     Cast Out, O Christ                                   green #3072 
Words by Mary Louise Bringle; Music American folk melody 

 

 

1.  Cast out, O Christ, cast far away the demons that destroy: the haunting dreads 

that choke our souls, the hates that stifle joy. 

 

2. Our raging griefs, our jealous fears are Legion in their name. Our shackled 

hearts implore your grace to loose our binding shame. 

 

3. Once long ago, from Galilee, you sailed to storm-tossed shores. And still, in 

power, you brave new paths to breach our bolted doors. 

 

4. Your Word breathes life and health and hope that break through evil’s thrall. 

You send us, strengthened, home in peace to live your gospel call. 

 

5. So come, O Christ and cast away the demons that destroy. Transform our lives 

to sense your love and spread abroad your joy.  

 

 

 

 

                  Song Of Hope                                           black # 2186 
Words by Alvin Schutmaat; Music Argentine folk melody 

 

 

May the God of hope go with us every day, filling all our lives with love and joy and 

peace. May the God of justice speed us on our way, bringing light and hope to every 

land and race. Praying, let us work for peace; singing, share our joy with all; working 

for a world that’s new, faithful when we hear Christ’s call. 

 

 

 

 

 


