
    

 

Childcare is available during worship for infants in Rooms 1 and 2.  A greeter can direct you.  “Celebration,” a 

worship preparation experience for children preschool – 2nd grade, is offered during the 10:50 a.m. worship 

hour.  Children are always welcome to join in worship services and are encouraged to sit with their parents. 

We have a Safe Sanctuary policy in place during worship time.  If your child must leave the worship space 

while under your care, please accompany them during that time to ensure the safety of your child. 

Special Assistance is available if you have difficulty hearing and would like to use one of our personal 

hearing devices, or need other assistance. Please ask a greeter for help.  There are large print bulletins 

available as well. 

 

 

This Week at St. Stephen’s: 

Today:  

4:00 Youth Lyle Hall 

6:00 Meditation Zoom 

Monday:  

7:00 Administrative Council Room 12 / Zoom 

Tuesday:  

Food & Shelter meal AND Election Day 

   

Wednesday:  

1:30 Sacred Journey Room 12 

6:00 Fellowship of the Ringers Sanctuary 

7:00 Choir Sanctuary 

Thursday:  

   

Friday:  

6:30 Living Room NA Room 11 

8:00 Movie Night: “A Secret Love” Courtyard (or 

Community Hall) 

Saturday:  

9:30 Intermediate Tai Chi Community Hall 

 
Video recordings of sermons are available at the website listed below, on our Facebook page, and on YouTube. 

Email – ststephensumc@coxinet.net    Website – http://ststephensnorman.org 
Church phone: 405.321.4988 

Onelicense.net #A-721089 

God calls us to be partners in community and partners for justice.  In the Spirit of Christ we will: 
 Care for one another 

 Offer sanctuary and healing 
 United head and heart 

 Do justice 
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August 21, 2022                        _______   ________________                            8:30am, 10:50am and online                                                                      
 

Gathering Thoughts 
 

(10:50) Sharing our Joys and Concerns  
 

Greet One Another 

      

Gathering Music 
 

Meditation 

To rise like a phoenix from the ashes means to emerge from a catastrophe stronger, 

smarter, and more powerful.                                                                      Grammarist.com 
 

For a star to be born, there is one thing that must happen: a gaseous nebula must 

collapse. So collapse. Crumble. This is not your destruction. This is your birth.                        
                                    Zoe Skylar 

 

They tried to bury us, but they didn’t know we were seeds.            Dinos Christianopoulos  

 

(10:50) Welcome and Announcements 

 

 

 

 

 



Call to Worship 

One: Each day is a gift from God, 

Many: each moment is that opportunity to reach out in service to all 

creation. 

One: Each day is a reminder of the new covenant: not written on stone 

tablets easily broken, 

Many: but inscribed on our hearts filled with joy and hope. 

One: Each day we draw closer to God: who has forgotten more than we 

ever learn; who has forgiven us more than we ever acknowledge. 
                     By Thom Shuman, posted on Lectionary Liturgies blog. 

 

 

Hymn                                       “Father, We Have Heard You Calling”                      green #3150 

                                         

Sing to our Kids                              “Where Children Belong”                                  black #2233                                                                                          

Children’s Time 

 

Anthem 

 

Prayer of Confession 

Love that knows no boundaries: we crowd our lives with so much activity, that 

it is hard to find time for you. We become so focused on ourselves, we can 

overlook those around us who are searching for hope. We fill our spiritual 

emptiness with junk, rather than feasting on your Word. Abundant Mercy, 

forgive us. Open our eyes, that we may see your new covenant written in plain 

sight on our hearts. Open our hearts, that we may join you in serving the 

broken of the world. Open our love, so we may pour it out as abundantly and 

graciously as your love is given to us in Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.      
                                                                 By Thom Shuman, posted on Lectionary Liturgies blog. 

                               

Scripture Reading                                                                                                 John 12: 24-26 

 

Sermon        “Organic Church”                                    Dr. Amy Oden 

 

Reflection 

 

 

 

 

Hymn                                        “In the Midst of New Dimensions”                         black #2238 

 

Offering Prayer 

The Spirit of God works through us, speaking hope through our words. The 

mercy of Christ works within us, healing neighbors through our actions in 

Christ’s name. Now let us freely give of our time, treasure, and talent for the 

work of God’s church in the world. 
          From The Abingdon Worship Annual 2022, edited by Scifres and Beu. 

 

Offering Ourselves, Our Tithes, Gifts, and Prayers   
 

Offertory 
 

Doxology                                                                                                                         red #94   

                                                                                          

(8:30) Sharing Our Joys and Concerns 
 

Pastoral Prayer 
 

The Lord’s Prayer – sung version 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on Earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day the food we need and 

forgive our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us all. And lead us not 

into temptation but deliver us from all evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 

power and the glory forever, forever, and ever. Amen. 

 

Hymn           “We Cannot Measure How You Heal”           green #3139 

                                                    

Benediction  

                    

Sending Forth                                “The Trees of the Field”                                     black #2279       
             

Postlude 

 

Liturgists                                        8:30 Ron House                                   10:50 

 

Altar Arrangement                                                                                                  Kay Antinoro 


