
    

 

 

 

 

 

Special Assistance is available if you have difficulty hearing and would like to use one of our personal 

hearing devices, or need other assistance. Please ask a greeter for help.  There are large print bulletins 

available as well. 

 

 

 

 

This Week at St. Stephen’s: 

Today: 

4:00 Youth Community Hall 

4:00 Peace Roundtable Zoom 

6:00 Meditation Zoom 

Monday:  

7:00 Administrative Council Zoom 

Tuesday: Food & Shelter meal 

   

Wednesday: 

2:30 Sacred Journey Zoom 

7:00 Choir Zoom 

Thursday: 

   

Friday: 

6:30 Living Room NA Community Hall 

Saturday: 

   

 
Video recordings of sermons are available at the website listed below, on our Facebook page, and on YouTube. 

Email – ststephensumc@coxinet.net    Website – http://ststephensnorman.org 
Church phone: 405.321.4988 

Onelicense.net #A-721089 

God calls us to be partners in community and partners for justice.  In the Spirit of Christ we will: 
 Care for one another 

 Offer sanctuary and healing 
 United head and heart 

 Do justice 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

St. Stephen’s United Methodist Church 

Norman, Oklahoma 

 

 
 

 
January 24, 2021 ______                             _______   ________                            10:50am and online                                                                      

 

Gathering Thoughts 

 

Sharing our Joys and Concerns        

 

Meditation 

Exploring the unknown requires tolerating uncertainty.     Brian Greene 

 

Life is a journey. When we stop, things don’t go right.      Pope Francis 

 

O Lord, be merciful. For I am going into the forest. Source unknown; European oral tradition 

 

Ring the Bell 

 

11:00 - Gathering Music 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Candle Lighting 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Call to Worship:  

 One:  Really, God – I’m fine just sitting where I am right now. 

Many:   We like our comfy places! 

One: And I’m just fine with all the things I’ve already thought. Things I 

already know. 

Many: Why would we want to change, when we are so cozy? 

One: I don’t want to go to those places you are telling me to go. I don’t 

want to be around unknown people.  

Many: Right! Can’t someone else go? 

   

Hymn                                “Would I Have Answered When You Called”                  black #2137 

                                                                                                                                    Verses 1, 4 

                                                                                   

Prayer  

Holy one, hold us gently in this time of turmoil and uncertainty. Remind us of 

the everyday blessings of sunshine and rain, wind and clouds. Your presence is 

as sure as the ground beneath us. Help us to be rooted in You and to reach 

toward the sun, to stretch beyond what is in front of us to know Your warmth 

and grace are within us. May Your spirit move in us, reminding us that we are 

not alone, and we were created to be with one another. Grant us assurance in 

this season. Amen.        Rev-o-lution Resources by Rev. Mindi Welton-Mitchell,    

                                                                                                                http://rev-o-lution.org. Used by permission. 

 

Sing to our Kids                             “Where Children Belong”                                   black #2233                                                                                          

Children’s Time                  

 

Hymn                                  “The Summons”                 black #2130 

                                                                                                                       Verses 1, 2 

 

Offering Ourselves, Our Tithes, Gifts, and Prayers   

 

Offertory        

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Music                                

                            

Scripture Reading                               Jonah 3: 1-5 

                                                                                                                                                       

Sermon                                     “Don’t Want to go There!”                           Rev. Jeannie Himes 

                                                                                                                                          

Reflection 

 

Pastoral Prayer 

 

The Lord’s Prayer            

God, who cares for us, the wonder of whose presence fills us with awe. Let kindness, 

justice and love shine in our world. Let your secrets be known here as they are in 

heaven. Give us the food and the hope we need for today. Forgive us our wrongdoing 

as we forgive the wrongs done to us. Protect us from pride and from despair 

and from the fear and hate which can swallow us up. In you is truth, meaning, glory 

and power, while worlds come and go. Amen.                            M Furlong/nwi 

       

Benediction                             

 

Sending Forth                                “Send Us Your Spirit”                                        green #3185 

                                                                                                                                               v. 3  

Teach us your wisdom, O Lord. 

Shadows have clouded, have crowded our sight. 

Give us hearts that see. Set our loving free. 

Send us your Spirit, O Lord. 
              

Postlude 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Would I Have Answered When You Called                              black #2137 

                                                                                                   Verses 1, 4 
Words by Herman G. Stuempfle Jr. ; traditional English melody 

 

1. Would I have answered when you called, “Come, follow, follow me!”? Would I 

at once have left behind both work and family? Or would the old, familiar 

round have held me by its claim and kept the spark within my heart from 

bursting into flame? 

 

4. O Christ, I cannot search my heart through all its tangled ways, nor can I with a 

certain mind my steadfastness appraise. I only pray that when you call, “Come, 

follow, follow me!” you’ll give me strength beyond my own to follow faithfully. 

 

 

 

 
 

The Summons                                                                             black #2130 

                                                                                                      Verses 1, 2  
Words by John Bell ; traditional Scottish music 

 

1.  Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? Will you go where you 

don’t know and never be the same? Will you let my love be shown, will you let 

my name be known, will you let my life be grown in you and you in me? 

 

2. Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? Will you care for cruel 

and kind and never be the same? Will you risk the hostile stare should your life 

attract or scare? Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


