
CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP

Gathering Song
        I Waited for the Lord/Psalm 40

 I waited for the Lord on high, I waited and He heard my cry

He pulled me out of my despair, He showed me where to walk
From fear into security, from quicksand to a rock

 There's a new song in my heart to sing, a new song praises to my King

I'll sing to let the people know that I have been restored
And they will kneel and understand to return and trust in the Lord

Bill Batstone  © 1982 Maranatha Praise, Inc. (Admin. by Maranatha! Music)

Call to Worship
        Leader: Praise the LORD! For it is good to sing praises to our God; for it is 
          pleasant, and a song of praise is fitting.
        People:  He determines the number of the stars; he gives to all of them 
           their names.
        Leader:  Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; his understanding is 
          beyond measure. 
   All:      Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving; make melody to our God  
  on the lyre!      
        Leader:  The Lord be with you.
        People:  And also with you. 
        Leader:  Let us worship God.
   Psalm 147:1-7

Songs of Praise
Angels We Have Heard on High

Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains
And the mountains in reply echo back their joyous strains

        Gloria in excelsis Deo, gloria in excelsis Deo

Shepherds, why this jubilee, why your joyous strains prolong
Say what may the tidings be which inspire your heav’nly song

Come to Behlehem and see Him whose birth the angels sing
Come, adore on bended knee, Christ, the Lord, the newborn King

Traditional French Carol. 

Offering

Over the skies of Bethlehem appeared a star
While angels sang to lowly shepherds
Three wise men seeking truth traveled from afar
Hoping to find the Child from heaven
Falling on their knees they bowed before the humble Prince of Peace

 I bring an offering of worship to my King
 No one on earth deserves the praises that I sing
 Jesus may You receive the honor that You're due
 O Lord I bring an offering to You

The sun cannot compare to the glory of Your love
There is no shadow in Your presence
No mortal man would dare to stand before Your throne
Before the Holy One of heaven
It's only by Your blood and it's only through Your mercy Lord I come

Paul Baloche. © 2002 Integrity's Hosanna! Music

 Prayer of Adoration

Confession of Faith..................................................................................The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, the Maker of heaven and Earth, and
in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord: Who was conceived by the Holy
Ghost, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was cruci-
fied, dead, and buried; He descended into hell.* The third day He arose 
again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the 
quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic** church; 
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the 
body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

*experienced the full fury of the Father's wrath; was utterly forsaken, rejected, 
and abandoned
**universal-not limited to any one particular denomination, nation, or ethnicity

Advent Reading........................................................................................Bill and Becky Higgs

Confession of Sin
Heavenly Father, we have served our own flesh, with its cravings for 
independence from you and from neighbors with needs.  We have served 
the world, with its expectations of what we should attain and possess.  
We have served the forces of evil by laboring for our own kingdom, rather 
than for yours.
 
We are sorry.  Bring our sins under your blessed light.  Enable us to 
remember where help is to be found.  Stir our hearts to return to your Son, 
the One who gives true life and true cleansing.  Thank you that he said, “It 
is finished”; in Jesus’ name.  Amen.

Assurance of Pardoning Grace
        The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to an 
        end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.  
              Lamentations 3:22-23

        Come Ye Sinners

Come, ye sinners, poor and wretched, weak and wounded, sick and sore
Jesus ready stands to save you, full of pity, joined with power                                                                                                                                          
He is able, He is able, He is willing, doubt no more

Come, ye needy, come, and welcome God’s free bounty glorify
True belief and true repentance, every grace that brings you nigh                                                                                                                   
Without money, without money, come to Jesus Christ and buy

Come, ye weary, heavy-laden, bruised and broken by the fall
If you tarry till you’re better you will never come at all                                                                                                                        
Not the righteous, not the righteous, sinners Jesus came to call

Let not conscience make you linger, nor of fitness fondly dream
All the fitness He requires is to feel your need of Him
This He gives you, this He gives you, tis the Spirit's rising beam

Lo, the Incarnate God, ascended; pleads the merit of His blood
Venture on Him; venture wholly, let no other trust intrude
None but Jesus, none but Jesus can do helpless sinners good

Joseph Hart and Matthew Smith. ©  2000 Detuned Radio Music

Prayer Time with the Lord’s Prayer
        Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. 
        Thy will be done on Earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily   
        bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
        into temptation, but deliver us from evil: for Thine is the Kingdom, and the 
        power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Offering and Prayer of Dedication
        Jesus looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the offering box, 
        and he saw a poor widow put in two small copper coins. And he said, 
        “Truly, I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all of them.”
              Luke 21:1-3

Scripture Reading...........................................................................................Revelation 3:7-22

        Pastor: This is God’s Word
        People: Thanks be to God

Children grades PreK & 5K may be dismissed for Children’s Church.

Sermon..................................................................................................................Andrew Colbert

Hymn of Consecration
        What Child Is This

What child is this, who, laid to rest on Mary’s lap is sleeping
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 
While shepherds watch are keeping
This, this is Christ the King whom shepherds guard and angels sing
Haste, haste to bring Him laud, the babe, the son of Mary

Why lies he in such mean estate, where ox and ass are feeding
Good Christian, fear, for sinners here the silent Word is pleading
Nails, spear, shall pierce him through, the cross be borne for me, for you
Hail, hail the Word made flesh, the babe, the son of Mary

So bring Him incense, gold and myrrh, come, peasant, king to own Him
The King of kings salvation brings, let loving hearts enthrone Him
Raise, raise the song on high, the virgin sings her lullaby
Joy, joy for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mary

J. Wilbur Chapman, Rowland High Pritchard.  Public Domain.

Benediction

Sending Hymn........................................................................................................The Doxology
Praise God from Whom all blessings flow, praise Him all creatures here below

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host, praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost 
Amen
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Rob Adamson, John Barrow, Jay Colbert, Paul Ellis, Mike Finerty, John Hailey, Jason Henderly, 
John Hope, Joe Kearney, Bill McNair, Bo Wheeler   
Elder Emeritus - Paul Fellers Jr.,  Pete Scarbrough

Shepherding Elders on Sabbatical : Newt Blackerby, Rick Skinner, Mike McCrary, 
Tripp Oliphant, Tim Finnamore         

THIS WEEK AT ESPC
December Duty Deacons: Dick White and Mike Justesen

  

Sunday, December 9
 8:30 a.m.   Traditional Worship
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School
             11:00 a.m. Blended Worship
             12:15-2:30 p.m. Visitation and Reception with Deena Stuart
 5:00 p.m. Youth Christmas Party (FLC Gym)

Wednesday, December 12
 6:00-8:00 p.m. All Youth Dinner and Study
 6:30 p.m. Session Meeting
 6:30 p.m. ESL classes

Greeter’s Schedule

December 9
8:30 a.m.  Elizabeth Key/Michael and Katherine Robinson
11:00 a.m.  Bill and Lana McNair/Keith and Veronica Worley

December 16
8:30 a.m.  Arch and Carol Middleton/Chris and Jan Hinton/
  Jerry and Julie Harcrow
11:00 a.m.  Carlyle and Wendy McCall/Brian and Jill O’Neil

Rapid Visitation Schedule

December 9 Mike and Chris Finerty
December 16 Christopher and Ellen Jones

Nursery Ministry Schedule
Please arrive 10 minutes early

December 9
8:30 a.m.  Nancy Gentry, Sarah Colbert, Shonna Nance, Melinda Patin,
  Brittany Powell 
11:00 a.m. Emma Colbert, Eliza Colbert, Kelli Kearney,
  Garrett and Meredith Toflinski, Christopher and Ellen Jones,
  Marianna Key, Elizabeth Key 

December 16
8:30 a.m.  Luke and Catherine Stanton, Jane Jones, Jeannine Weeks,
  Ginger Guenther, Melinda Patin, Lauren Hailey 
11:00 a.m. Emma Colbert, Eliza Colbert, Kelli Kearney, 
  Wendy and Carlyle McCall, Patrick and Brooke Guy,
  Dana Moreau 

Loving God
Worshipping Reverently 
       & Joyfully
Growing Strong in the 
       Grace & Knowledge of God
Studying God’s Word Actively
Praying Diligently
Giving Generously

Loving Others
Displaying Christlike Character 
Serving One Another 
        Thoughtfully
Connecting with Fellow     
        Believers Honestly

Reaching Out
Sharing the Gospel Wisely, 
        Intentionally & Graciously
Caring for Diverse & Needy    
        People with Humility & 
        Discernment
Supporting Missions 
        Energetically

Our Mission
“Him we proclaim...presenting everyone mature in Christ.” (Colossians 1:28)

One who is “mature in Christ” will be:

Session (Elders)

Sunday School Classes
               FIRST FRUITS CLASS        ENCOURAGERS CLASS                MAN TO MAN
               John Leonard: Get Real             Randy Alcorn: Heaven                Learning from the Life of David
               Disciple Center 408 (Upstairs)        White Bldg. Room 9                         Disciple Center 403 (Upstairs)
               John Hailey, Justin Chappell,        Pete Scarbrough                               Bob Stuart
                    Rob Adamson                           
                      
              
               CORNERSTONE         WOMAN TO WOMAN CLASS          TOLLE LEGE
               Advanced Biblical Studies        The book of Colossians                    Epistle to the Hebrews
               How to Read the Bible               White Bldg. Room 8                          Disciple Center 401 (Upstairs)
               Disciple Center 404 (Upstairs)        Dianne Balch, Lisa Snead,                Joe Kearney and Scott Kearney
               Andrew Colbert            Kimmie Sprayberry                                            

               
               ELECTIVE           OFFICER TRAINING
               Study: Theological Foundations I    Disciple Center 407 (Upstairs)
               Disciple Center 402 (Upstairs)          Michael Brock, Andrew Colbert, 
               Jay Colbert, Bo Wheeler         Pat Davey
               
               
               
               
                                  

Diaconate (Deacons)
Richard Beall, Mark Boles, Jonathan Carrigan, Justin Chappell, Jay Elliott, Kenny Engel, 

Oliver Gilmore, Mike Justesen, Will Kahlbau, Scott Kearney, Thomas Key, Clay Lovelady, Rob McGowin, 
Matt Miller, Daniel Nance, Christian Preus, Michael Robinson, Puffer Thompson, Wil Scarbrough, 

Nathan Upshaw, Bowen Weir, Dick White
Deacon Emeritus - John Parker


