
 

Sermon Notes 

What is God Calling Us to Today? 
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Numbers 13:1-2 NLT 

1 The Lord now said to Moses, 2 “Send out 
men to explore the land of Canaan, the land 
I am giving to the Israelites. Send one leader 
from each of the twelve ancestral tribes.”  

 

Numbers 13:17-20 NLT 

17 Moses gave the men these instructions 
as he sent them out to explore the land: “Go 
north through the Negev into the hill coun-
try. 18 See what the land is like, and find out 
whether the people living there are strong 
or weak, few or many. 19 See what kind of 
land they live in. Is it good or bad? Do their 
towns have walls, or are they unprotected 
like open camps? 20 Is the soil fertile or 
poor? Are there many trees? Do your best 
to bring back samples of the crops you 
see.” (It happened to be the season for har-
vesting the first ripe grapes.)  

 

Numbers 13:25-30 NLT 

25 After exploring the land for forty days, 
the men returned 26 to Moses, Aaron, and 
the whole community of Israel at Kadesh in 
the wilderness of Paran. They reported to 
the whole community what they had seen 
and showed them the fruit they had taken 
from the land. 27 This was their report to 
Moses: “We entered the land you sent us to 
explore, and it is indeed a bountiful coun-
try—a land flowing with milk and honey. 
Here is the kind of fruit it produces. 28 But 
the people living there are powerful, and 
their towns are large and fortified. We even 
saw giants there, the descendants of 
Anak! 29 The Amalekites live in the Negev, 
and the Hittites, Jebusites, and Amorites live 
in the hill country. The Canaanites live along 
the coast of the Mediterranean Sea and 
along the Jordan Valley.” 

30 But Caleb tried to quiet the people as 
they stood before Moses. “Let’s go at once 
to take the land,” he said. “We can certainly 
conquer it!” 

Numbers 14:1-25 NLT 

1 Then the whole community began weep-
ing aloud, and they cried all night. 2 Their 
voices rose in a great chorus of protest 
against Moses and Aaron. “If only we had 
died in Egypt, or even here in the wilder-
ness!” they complained. 3 “Why is the Lord 
taking us to this country only to have us die 
in battle? Our wives and our little ones will 
be carried off as plunder! Wouldn’t it be 
better for us to return to Egypt?” 4 Then 
they plotted among themselves, “Let’s 
choose a new leader and go back to Egypt!” 

5 Then Moses and Aaron fell face down on 
the ground before the whole community of 
Israel. 6 Two of the men who had explored 
the land, Joshua son of Nun and Caleb son of 
Jephunneh, tore their clothing. 7 They said 
to all the people of Israel, “The land we trav-
eled through and explored is a wonderful 
land! 8 And if the Lord is pleased with us, he 
will bring us safely into that land and give it 
to us. It is a rich land flowing with milk and 
honey. 9 Do not rebel against the Lord, and 
don’t be afraid of the people of the land. 
They are only helpless prey to us! They have 
no protection, but the Lord is with us! Don’t 
be afraid of them!” 

10 But the whole community began to talk 
about stoning Joshua and Caleb. Then the 
glorious presence of the Lord appeared to all 
the Israelites at the Tabernacle. 11 And 
the Lord said to Moses, “How long will these 
people treat me with contempt? Will they 
never believe me, even after all the miracu-
lous signs I have done among them? 12 I will 
disown them and destroy them with a 
plague. Then I will make you into a nation 
greater and mightier than they are!” 

13 But Moses objected. “What will the Egyp-
tians think when they hear about it?” he 
asked the Lord. “They know full well the 
power you displayed in rescuing your people 
from Egypt. 14 Now if you destroy them, the 
Egyptians will send a report to the inhabi-
tants of this land, who have already heard 
that you live among your people. They 

know, Lord, that you have appeared to your 
people face to face and that your pillar of 
cloud hovers over them. They know that you 
go before them in the pillar of cloud by day 
and the pillar of fire by night. 15 Now if you 
slaughter all these people with a single blow, 
the nations that have heard of your fame 
will say, 16 ‘The Lord was not able to bring 
them into the land he swore to give them, so 
he killed them in the wilderness.’ 

17 “Please, Lord, prove that your power is as 
great as you have claimed. For you said, 
18 ‘The Lord is slow to anger and filled with 
unfailing love, forgiving every kind of sin and 
rebellion. But he does not excuse the guilty. 
He lays the sins of the parents upon their 
children; the entire family is affected—even 
children in the third and fourth generations.’ 
19 In keeping with your magnificent, unfail-
ing love, please pardon the sins of this peo-
ple, just as you have forgiven them ever 
since they left Egypt.” 

20 Then the Lord said, “I will pardon them as 
you have requested. 21 But as surely as I 
live, and as surely as the earth is filled with 
the Lord’s glory, 22 not one of these people 
will ever enter that land. They have all seen 
my glorious presence and the miraculous 
signs I performed both in Egypt and in the 
wilderness, but again and again they have 
tested me by refusing to listen to my voice. 
23 They will never even see the land I swore 
to give their ancestors. None of those who 
have treated me with contempt will ever see 
it. 24 But my servant Caleb has a different 
attitude than the others have. He has re-
mained loyal to me, so I will bring him into 
the land he explored. His descendants will 
possess their full share of that land. 25 Now 
turn around, and don’t go on toward the 
land where the Amalekites and Canaanites 
live. Tomorrow you must set out for the wil-
derness in the direction of the Red Sea.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LOOKING AHEAD 

 

April 25: All Church Ministry Meeting  
11 am. Join us in the Fellowship Hall  
immediately following the service. 

 

 

GIVING UPDATE 

April Giving to date: $12,345 


