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Read Psalm 27. 
 
What are you most afraid of in life? Why? 
 
Has your relationship with Christ changed the way you think about the things that most frighten 
you? Why or why not? 
 
Read vv. 1-3. Why did David feel that he had nothing to fear? Why was David confident to face 
any danger that might come (v. 3)? 
 
How might remembering God’s past faithfulness give us confidence to face our present fears? 
 

David acknowledges that it is the Lord who “protects” his life (v. 1). Remembering God’s past 
provisions of grace and protection helped David to be confident even if an army were to be 
deployed against him. Too often in life we take note of everything that goes wrong but do not 
acknowledge the many ways God has protected us and provided for us in the past. David’s focus 
on God’s past faithfulness allowed him to face the future with firm faith in God’s ability to deliver him 
from any situation. 
 

Read vv. 4-6. What is the one thing that David desired (v. 4)? What does that tell us about 
David’s relationship with God? 
 
Why did David want to “live in the LORD’s house” (v. 4)? 
 

The Lord’s “house” and “temple” are symbols of the presence of God. David is saying that his 
greatest desire is to be in the presence of the Lord. This psalm looks forward to Christ who makes 
us able to dwell in the presence of God by making God known to us in a personal way. Previously 
in Psalm 24, David asks, “Who is allowed to ascend the mountain of the LORD? . . . The one whose 
deeds are blameless and whose motives are pure.” In other words, the only way to be in the 
presence of a holy God without being consumed is to be holy yourself. Jesus’ death for our sins 
makes us able to live in His presence. 
 

Read vv. 7-14. David shifts from confidently praising God for His deliverance in verses 6-7, to 
pleading with God once again to deliver him in verses 7-9. What does that tell us about how we 
should trust God? 
 
How might knowing how God wants us to live (v. 11) give us confidence to overcome 
temptation? 
 
What situations in life tend to shake your faith in God? How might reminding yourself of God’s 
past faithfulness encourage you to stand firm in your faith? 
 
How might longing for closer fellowship with God (vv. 4-5) give you confidence to face your 
greatest fears in life? 
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