


OCTOBER 2 ,  2022 
GROUP STUDY GUIDE    
INTRODUCTION 

Growing up, did you have any big moments where you rebelled against your 
parents? What happened? 

What forms of discipline have you seen or experienced that you are grateful for? 
Did you always feel that way? Explain. 

UNDERSTANDING 
Chapter 3 of the Book of Daniel recounts a well-known story which provides a helpful contrast to 
the opening chapter of Jonah’s story. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego are the main 
characters in this story. They were all men of Jerusalem living as captives of Babylon. They 
were intelligent, handsome, wise, and came from well-to-do backgrounds. But they refused to 
compromise their worship of God for favor with the king. Which brings us to chapter 3 when 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were given an ultimatum to either worship King 
Nebuchadnezzar’s gods or be thrown into a fiery furnace. 

READ JONAH 1 AND DANIEL 3:13-15. 

While on the surface these two stories couldn’t be more different, how are the 
circumstances facing Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego similar to the opening 
scene in Jonah’s story? 

Few in the Western world are faced with martyrdom like these guys were. Many can hide in a 
pseudo-Christian subculture without ever having to face consequences for following Christ. But 
those hiding places are dwindling.  

Is there anywhere in your life right now where following Christ puts you at risk? 
How? 

READ DANIEL 3:16-18. 

What words or phrases stand out to you in the reply these three guys gave to the 
king in the face of death?  

There’s an old saying: Your true colors show when your feet are put to the fire. Jonah and the 
three men in Daniel 3 were all men of God. They all knew the same things about God.  

Why then did Jonah flee whereas the others stood firm? 

What do you think keeps us from seeing and valuing God like the men in Daniel 
3? Why do we drift into a Jonah-type relationship with God so often?  

How would you articulate the promise of God we can cling to that gives us such 
joyful certainty in God’s love and care for us? Feel free to share a favorite Bible 
verse. 



READ DANIEL 3:19-30. 

What are the similarities between the outcomes of Daniel 3 and Jonah 1? 

How does this impact the way we view our love for and obedience to God? 

APPLICATION 
Is there an area of your life where you just keep saying “no” to God? How is that 
affecting you? How is that affecting the people in your life?  

What will it take to get you to a place of obedience in that situation?  

Looking back over your life, can you identify any storms God used for the 
purpose of restoration? Are you thankful for the end result even though it was 
difficult to endure?  

What is one achievable action step you can take this week in response to what 
we’ve discussed today? 

PRAYER 
Thank God for His grace and mercy to us even in our times of rebellion. Ask God to give 
everyone in your group wisdom and discernment as they consider areas of their lives where 
disobedience may have crept in. Praise God for His relentless love that pursues each of us and 
sends us out with His message of hope for the world. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COMMENTARY 
 

DANIEL 3:1-30 

3:1. The events of Daniel 3 probably took place shortly after Daniel explained the king’s dream 
(see Dan 2), although some estimate that it could have been 10 or even 20 years later. 
Babylonian records indicate that there was a revolt against Nebuchadnezzar during the tenth 
year of his reign, so this may have led to the king’s desire for the loyalty test described here. 
The gold statue was not likely solid gold but was instead overlaid with it. Nebuchadnezzar 
probably decked the entire thing in gold to negate the message conveyed by the statue of his 
dream, wherein only the head was gold and signaled that the Babylonian Empire would only be 
temporary. The location of the plain of Dura has not been conclusively identified. Daniel was not 
involved in the events here since he remained in the capital city “at the king’s court” (2:49) while 
other officials—including his three friends Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego—were called to 
Dura to show their loyalty. Had Daniel been there, he too would have refused to bow to the 
image. 

3:2. The exact meaning of these seven positions is unclear other than that they are listed in 
descending order of rank. 

3:4-5. Three of the instruments mentioned—zither, harp, and drum—are the only Greek words 
in Daniel. The presence of Greek words does not mean that Daniel was written later in the 
Greek period. Even Assyrian inscriptions that predate the Babylonian period refer to Greek 
instruments and musicians. Although some conjecture that the gold statue was of 
Nebuchadnezzar himself, this is unlikely because the Babylonians did not believe their king was 
divine. More likely, the image was of a Babylonian god, perhaps Nebuchadnezzar’s patron Nabu 
or the chief Babylonian god Marduk. Nebuchadnezzar made this demand as some form of 
loyalty oath to him personally. 

3:6. Incineration in a furnace of blazing fire—a punishment that Nebuchadnezzar had also used 
on two Judean false prophets, Zedekiah and Ahab (Jer 29:22)—was a normal Babylonian 
penalty as seen in the Code of Hammurabi, Sections 25, 110, and 157. Perhaps this furnace 
was built to smelt the gold for the image Nebuchadnezzar had made. 

3:8. “Chaldeans” is both a general ethnic term for the Babylonian people and, as used here, a 
specific term for priests who served as astrologers, soothsayers, and wise men in the king’s 
government. Their motive in denouncing the three faithful Jewish men was not devotion to the 
king’s demand but rather a hatred for the Jewish people. Hatred of the Jewish people is often on 
display in the Bible, as with Haman (Est 3:5-6). It reflects a hatred of the God of Israel and is 
expressed through oppression and attempted genocide of His people (Ps 83:2-5). 

3:17-18. The king offered Daniel’s friends a second chance to worship the idol, but they 
persistently refused. The Aramaic imperfect verb yeseziv (“He can rescue”) in this context 
indicates possibility and not certainty. They were saying that God might deliver them or He 
might choose not to do so. Their faith in God did not rest on the belief that He would perform a 
miracle, but that their sovereign God could be trusted. They asserted that if God chose not to 
deliver them from this punishment but instead allowed them to become martyrs for Him, they 
would still refuse to serve the king’s gods or worship the gold statue. This is one of the strongest 
examples of steadfast faith in the Bible. 



3:19. The enraged king gave orders to heat the furnace seven times hotter than was customary, 
an idiom for “as hot as possible.” 

3:23. The furnace was built on a small hill or mound with openings at the top and side. So the 
three men fell into the furnace from the top, and the king was able to see four men in the 
furnace (v. 25) as he looked in through the side opening. 

3:25. The king saw in the furnace a fourth figure who looked like a “son of the gods.” This may 
have been an angel or even a pre-incarnate appearance of God the Son. 

3:27. When Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego came out of the furnace, Nebuchadnezzar and 
all his government officials saw that the fire had no effect on the bodies of these men. Not only 
did the fire fail to burn their hair and clothing, but they did not even have the smell of fire on 
them. Hebrews 11:34 cites this miracle of faith, referring to those who “quenched the raging of 
fire.” 

3:28-29. After Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were spared, Nebuchadnezzar saw that the 
God of Israel was greater than all other gods. Even so, he remained a worshiper of many gods, 
falling short of full devotion of the one and only true God. 



GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE                            OCTOBER 9, 2022 

INTRODUCTION 
Did you ever not get something you really put effort and hope into getting? (For 
example: not make a team, not get a promotion you thought you were getting, or 
get turned down for a date) What did that feel like? 

Why do you think those moments linger with us throughout life? 

UNDERSTANDING 
The prayer of the prophet Jonah in Jonah 2 praises the sovereign grace of God as the only 
means of salvation for him. He realizes to depend upon anything else is idolatry, and it will get 
him nowhere. The knowledge of the emptiness of idols is of course not unique to Jonah. Isaiah is 
another prophet who God raised up to speak His Word to His people and Isaiah spent much of 
his time urging Israel away from idolatry. 

The Book of Isaiah is one of the longest in the Bible and is almost entirely filled with God’s 
admonitions to His people. While some passages are a little complex at first read, others are 
straightforward and almost satirical in tone. Isaiah 44:6-20 is one of the plainest explanations of 
idolatry we will find anywhere in the Bible. Considering this passage will help you fully understand 
the futility of Jonah’s flight, the emptiness of idols, and his confession that salvation belongs to 
the Lord. 

READ JONAH 2:1-10 AND ISAIAH 44:6-8. 

Summarize the message of Isaiah 44:6-8 into one short thought. 

This is perhaps the most central teaching of Scripture. Jonah’s prayer acknowledges God’s 
sovereignty over creation. Yet it took Jonah three days in a fish belly to get to this point.  

Why is such a simple teaching repeated so often so hard for us to live by? 

READ ISAIAH 44:9-20. 

Look specifically at the illustrations of the carpenter and the ironsmith. In these 
illustrations, what do you think the characters and their crafts represent? 

Relying on verses 17-20 to guide you, what is the simple irony God is 
communicating in these illustrations? 

What danger are both Isaiah and Jonah saying comes with idol worship? 

For most of us, we aren’t bowing down to blocks of wood. But we do sacrifice time, money, and 
energy to the things we value.  

What are common idols among your circles of friends and family? 

How do verses 21-23 of Isaiah 44 and verses 6-9 of Jonah 2 call you back from 
times of idol worship? 

 



APPLICATION 
If you are a Christian, think back to when you decided to follow Christ. How did 
you come to realize the dangers of life apart from Christ? Who helped you take 
the step to follow Christ? 

We never grow beyond this message of salvation, only deeper into it. In what 
ways does this message give you a fresh hope today? 

What is one achievable action step you can take this week in response to what 
we’ve discussed in this group? 

PRAYER 
Pray for God to rid your life and the lives of those in your group of idols that are drawing you away 
from Him. Ask the Lord to give those who are struggling with sin a repentant heart. Pray for 
victory. Praise God for the grace He has extended us in Christ. 

COMMENTARY 
ISAIAH 44:6-20 

44:6. A long argument against idols begins with an assertion of the uniqueness of God. 

44:7. Only God can reveal the future, something God does through His prophets (41:22; 42:9). 

44:8. The invocation of witnesses places this passage in a courtroom setting. These witnesses 
will bear testimony to the fact that only Yahweh is a Rock—a place of protection and stability—not 
the false gods of the nations. 

44:12-20. These verses describe the construction and worship of an idol. Ancient texts describing 
the making and care of idols confirm such a process. Pagan Near Eastern religious leaders 
probably did not believe that an idol was the actual god, but they did believe that the god made its 
power and presence known in the physical object. Thus the idol was seen as a potent 
representation of the deity. Laypeople, on the other hand, likely made a stronger association 
between idols and the deities, taking the graven wood or metal to be true deity. In any case, 
Isaiah’s argument was one that reduced all idolatry to its absurd foundation. 

44:12-13. Some ancient idols were made from metal and others from wood. The description of 
their manufacture emphasizes that these were human creations. 

44:14. Isaiah went back in this verse to the beginning of the process of constructing an idol—the 
planting and cultivation of a tree. 

44:15-19. These verses express the ultimate absurdity of idolatry. The same wood used to 
construct an idol was also used to kindle a fire to keep warm and to cook food. Isaiah was aware 
that ancient Near Eastern people utilized rituals that intended to turn the wooden idol into an 
object of worship. In Mesopotamia these were called “opening of the mouth” rituals. Via this ritual, 
the presence of the god was thought to enter the piece of wood. Jeremiah 10:1-5 expresses a 
similar idea. 

44:20. The lie in a person’s right hand is a reference to an idol that represented a false god and 
was really nothing at all. 
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O C T O B E R  1 6 ,  2 0 2 2  

GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE 
INTRODUCTION 

Have you ever wished for a second chance? Why? 
What was the last really BIG decision you had to make? What were the stakes involved 
in this decision? 
Has God ever asked you to do something that was too big and overwhelming for you to 
handle? What happened? 
 

In Jonah’s story, we will see that he got a second chance to obey God’s call. Following Christ in 
obedience may require hard choices. Sometimes the choice is between what’s good and what’s 
best. Following Christ means we choose sacrifice over selfishness. We choose the cross over 
comfort. We choose God’s mission over maintaining the status quo. The stakes could not be higher. 

UNDERSTANDING 
 

Although God’s word came to Jonah a second time, demonstrating God’s forbearance and mercy, 
examples in Scripture show that not everyone has a second chance to do what God has commanded (cf. 
Gen. 3; Num. 20:12; 1 Kings 13:26). However, this text should bring gratitude to the heart of every 
believer who has been given another opportunity to do what God requires. This text, more than anything 
else, points to God’s sovereignty and His insistence upon the accomplishment of His will. 
 

READ JONAH 3:1-5. 

What do we learn about God from Jonah 1:1-2 and Jonah 3:1? 
What must Jonah have been thinking as he entered the city? 
What was Jonah’s message to Nineveh? 
Why did God give Nineveh 40 days? 
What was the result of Jonah’s obedience to God? What can we expect when we are 
obedient to God’s call? 

Jonah preached and the Ninevites believed God (v. 5). Jonah had preached for only one day. He merely 
was getting started, and the Ninevites believed the message he proclaimed. One would not expect the 
Ninevites to react to this strange prophet in this way. One would imagine widespread questioning and 
doubt. If such a situation were to occur today, what would be the response of modern hearers? Who was 
going to destroy the city? How would it be done? Why should one believe such a message? We might 
expect that the people of Nineveh would have responded to Jonah with an incredulous sneer. Jonah’s 
words found eager ears and open hearts. 

READ JONAH 3:6-9. 

What does “repentance” mean and involve?  
What is the relationship between repentance and salvation? 
By what two actions did these Ninevites demonstrate their belief in God? 
What is significant of the actions the king takes to demonstrate repentance? 
Specifically, what does his act of sitting in ashes symbolize? 

In the Old Testament era, fasting and wearing sackcloth were signs of seeking God and repentance. 
Christians today often think of repentance as primarily an inward, personal action, and it is. The Bible, 
however, also stresses the need for external signs of the inward decision to repent. The king’s act of 
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sitting in ashes symbolizes humility (see Job 2:8). Humbling ourselves is always a necessary step in a 
relationship with God. 

Why is humility an essential part of our spiritual lives? 
How do you know when someone is genuinely sorry for something wrong he/she has 
done? In what ways do we publicly portray repentance and humility before God in our 
culture? 

READ JONAH 3:10. 

Does God change His mind? 
What does it mean that “God relented” or “had compassion” on Nineveh? What does 
this mean for us? 

God does not change His mind in a fickle manner typical of human nature. Rather, God responds to a 
person’s change of mind and behavior in a manner consistent with His unchanging character. Often an 
announcement of divine judgment includes an implied condition: God will punish sin unless people 
repent. If they repent, He will forgive (Joel 2:12-14). 

APPLICATION 

The Bible lets us look at the interaction between God and Jonah, so we can understand better our own 
interaction with God. God still calls people into service and sends them to faraway nations. He also 
sends His servants to next-door neighbors, to friends and coworkers, to enemies and opponents. So 
before we condemn Jonah too harshly, let his example remind us of how we have responded or are 
responding to God’s call. 

What would change in your life if you made the decision daily to choose the cross over 
comfort, God’s mission over maintaining the status quo, and sacrifice over selfishness? 
What needs to happen to make this change? 
If Jonah embodied the message he brought, how did Jesus Christ embody the message 
He brought? 
Like Nineveh, many people in our nation need to hear the message of the gospel and 
turn to God in belief. What are some specific things we need to pray for on behalf of the 
people in our community and our country? 

PRAYER 
Ask God for the courage to take risks and for a greater awareness of the need to be dependent on Him. 
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COMMENTARY 
JONAH 3:1-10 

3:1. If we read the Book of Jonah in one sitting, these words will be familiar, for 3:1-2 is strikingly similar 
to 1:1-2. In a sense Jonah was back to where he began. However, the Jonah in chapter 3 is somewhat 
different from the person found in chapter 1. Much had happened, and many lessons were learned, but 
the process of discipleship obviously was not yet complete. The text simply points out that God spoke to 
Jonah again. There is no mention of reproach for the prophet’s former disobedience. The Lord simply 
repeated his command. While Jonah had taken quite a detour since the first command, God’s will 
remained steadfast. 
 
3:2. Although the precise content of the message Jonah was commanded to preach to this Assyrian city 
is not yet mentioned, two things are made clear: where he should preach and the source of the message. 
Jonah was given specific “marching orders” about the destination. He also was reminded that the 
message would not come from him nor from anyone else, but only from the Lord. His job was to deliver 
the message, not to critique or revise it. 
 
3:3. Clearly God cared deeply about the Ninevites, whom he had created in his image. Therefore he sent 
this prophet with a message that would ultimately lead to their turning. 
 
3:4. Jonah’s arrival in Nineveh probably was dramatic. His clothing was no doubt different from the norm, 
his bearing gave evidence of a different lifestyle, and a possibly bleached skin color provided for much 
attention. The message from the Lord, imparted by Jonah, was a relatively short one. In the Hebrew the 
message was only five words long. While it is not clear that this was all he had to say, the text does 
suggest that God’s message was brief and that Jonah simply preached it repeatedly. If these words were 
the sum total of the message, no reason for the destruction was given, nor was the manner of 
destruction described. There was not even an explicit call to repentance. Although Jonah apparently did 
not mention the possibility of deliverance in response to repentance, both he and his audience may have 
assumed it. At least his audience hoped for it. If this were not so, why had Jonah’s deity given them forty 
days? 
 
3:5. Jonah’s message, heard by many and no doubt shared with others, spread to every part of the 
populace. Not only did they hear his message, they believed that it was a serious one. Thus the 
residents of Nineveh sought to avert their destruction. Like the reaction of the sailors in 1:5, the 
Ninevites’ reaction is conveyed by three verbs: “believed … declared … put on.” These describe three 
stages of response: inward, articulated, then outward. 
 
3:6. The turning of Nineveh began with the common people, not with royalty. The king rose from his 
throne, the seat of his royal power, and humbled himself with the common people. He laid aside his robe, 
which was a large and beautifully embroidered mantle. In its place the king put on sackcloth as a sign of 
mourning, and he sat in ashes, a sign of deep humiliation. He who was the highest in the empire took the 
lowest position of abasement. 
 
3:7-9. The previous verse shows the personal response of the ruler of Nineveh. This verse further details 
the official response. By the issuing of a proclamation the king added official sanction to that which 
already was underway. The decree called for four behavioral responses to Jonah’s message: fasting, 
wearing sackcloth, pleading with God, and turning from evil and violence. The inclusion even of animals 
in this royally mandated fast is the act of a desperate monarch and a desperate people. 
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3:10. As the king and people of Nineveh had hoped, God relented. God pulled back his hand of 
judgment, though not forever. As prophesied by Nahum, Nineveh later experienced total destruction. The 
very thought of God “changing his mind” causes difficulty for some believers. In perfect consistency with 
his justice, righteousness, and mercy, he spared Nineveh. There is absolutely no contradiction here. 
God’s character and his promises do not change. This passage speaks of the incredible mercy of God’s 
heart, of his incredible love. 
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O C T O BE R  2 3 ,  2 0 2 2  

GROUP STUDY GUIDE 
JONAH 4 
INTRODUCTION 

Can you think of a time when keeping the big picture in mind was important? 

The Book of Jonah leaves us with a question: What do we care most about? Why do we have so much 
passion for things that really don’t matter and so little passion for the things that actually do? The 
repetition of “great” is there to demonstrate the greatness of God’s mission to save humanity. You can 
either be part of the radical, self-sacrificial mission of Jesus, or you can walk in disobedience like Jonah. 

UNDERSTANDING 
 

Inspired by the Holy Spirit, the Apostle Paul penned some of the richest, most theologically deep 
thoughts ever recorded. In Romans 9:1-5, we get a clear reminder that the things of God were not just 
mentally stimulating for Paul; he carried the gospel as his most important possession. He didn’t just write 
about God, he treasured God. His words in Romans give stark contrast to the final words of Jonah in 
Jonah 4. Jonah lost sight of the grace shown to him. This brought about bitterness and selfishness 
instead of loving selflessness in his reactions to what God was doing. Much like we have done in earlier 
sessions in this study, setting Jonah up against another key biblical figure (in this case Paul) provides a 
way to examine Jonah’s heart and our own. One question to bear in mind during this session is: What 
should my life look like if it were marked by the same conviction in the gospel and compassion for my 
neighbors as Paul had? 
 
READ JONAH 4:5-11 AND ROMANS 9:1-5. 

Paul begins this section by saying “I am not lying” which he only does two other times in the New 
Testament.  

What does this tell us about what he is about to say? 

Read Romans 9:2-5 (see also 10:1). What do we know about Paul’s “brothers” from his 
words here? 

Contrast Paul and Jonah. What were their reactions to the state of those around them, 
and how were those reactions influenced by their knowledge of God? 

Jonah wanted Nineveh to suffer while Paul wanted Israel to be redeemed.  

Why was Paul in such anguish? To put it another way, what did Paul get that Jonah 
missed? 

Why do you think we so often find ourselves reacting to God like Jonah in Jonah 4 
instead of Paul in Romans 9 when it comes to the gospel? How do we grow beyond 
this? 

How should the story of Jonah, and the fact that Paul is talking about Israelites, serve as 
a warning to those in the church today? 
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APPLICATION 
Have you received the gift of grace for yourself personally?  

Has that experience of grace so transformed your heart that you have become a person 
of compassion and generosity?  

Have you rearranged your life priorities in light of the urgency of that great mission?  

What do you sense God calling you to in light of hearing and studying the gospel 
message through the Book of Jonah? 

PRAYER 
 

Thank God for the power of the gospel. Pray for the people in your group to embrace God’s grace in a 
way that radically changes their lives and priorities. Pray for boldness to live out the truths you all have 
learned over these weeks. 

 
COMMENTARY 
 

ROMANS 9:1-5 

9:1-3. Paul is so struck at the end of chapter 8 with the powerful and protecting love of God—and the fact 
that most of Israel has not experienced that love making it seem as if God had not kept His promises to 
Israel—that his love for his nation bursts out in a display of brokenness that would shame most who 
claim to have a “burden for the lost.” Fearing it may appear that he has no concern for the lost condition 
of most Jews in light of God’s sovereign oversight of salvation, he confesses his sorrow and unceasing 
anguish over Israel’s spiritual condition. His concern is not sentimental, traditional, or fleshly—rather, it is 
a concern validated by the Holy Spirit. Paul demonstrates the valid role that the conscience can play in 
the spiritual life when it has been shaped and disciplined in spiritual maturity (Heb. 5:14). 

Paul is acknowledging the great chasm that existed between God’s original plan for Israel—“You will be 
for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation” (Ex. 19:6)—and the recent and present reality—“The chief 
priests and the elders of the people came to the decision to put Jesus to death” (Matt. 27:1). What had 
happened? How did the nation that was to act like a conglomerate of priests end up being led by priests 
who put their own Messiah to death? 

The truth of this reality broke the apostle Paul’s heart all the more because he had been one of the most 
ardent persecutors of Jesus and His Way. Paul had experienced a radical transformation, but he knew 
that the vast majority of Israel had not. Nowhere is this seen in sharper contrast than Acts 9. From that 
point on, Paul—the apostle to the Gentiles (Rom. 11:13)—made the Jewish synagogues of Asia Minor 
and southern Europe his first stop in preaching the gospel (Acts 13:5, 14; 14:1; 17:1-2, 10, 17; 18:4, 19; 
19:8). Why? Because the Jews were his brothers, his kinsmen (Acts 13:26, 38; 22:1; 23:1,5-6; 28:17), 
and his heart ached for their salvation. 

One wonders if Paul ever outlived the grief he must have felt about stirring up so much hatred against 
Christ among the leaders in Israel. Forgiveness cleanses the conscience, but it does not remove the 
regret. In that spirit, Paul declares his willingness to be cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of his 
brother Israelites. The strongest imprecation in the Greek language—anathema (eternally condemned; 
see Gal. 1:8–9)—is what he declares himself willing to be if only Israel could be saved. 

Once before, when Israel rebelled against God at Sinai, its leader had offered his own life in return for 
God sparing theirs (Ex. 32:32). Both then, and in Paul’s case, the human side of salvation is seen: the 
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responsibility to intervene in every manner possible to save the lost, and the responsibility of the lost to 
believe. Because God has ordained human involvement in the salvation equation, Paul goes about it as 
if it all depended on him. Why else would he risk his life on numerous occasions, and enter into 
arguments and debates and dialogues in synagogues and marketplaces to try to persuade unbelievers 
to believe the gospel? 

9:4-5. But there is another side of the gospel, and that is the side of God’s sovereign election; His 
unconditional choosing. Israel was begun through a man whom God chose out of the human pool in the 
Chaldees, Abram by name. When his descendants reached nationhood size, He plucked them out of the 
backwaters of obscurity in Egypt and made them His nation at Sinai. God did not choose Israel because 
of anything in Israel (Deut. 7:7), but because of something in Himself—purposeful love and mercy. 

The evidence of his choosing is plentiful: “adoption as sons … divine glory … covenants … the law … 
temple worship … promises … patriarchs … the human ancestry of Christ.” God sovereignly bestowed 
on Israel all of this and more. Along the way, however, many (from the human perspective) had not acted 
responsibly in responding faithfully to God’s gifts. They had wandered outside of the covenant provisions 
and so were not experiencing the covenant blessings. This raises the question Paul is seeking to answer 
in this chapter: Has God failed to keep His word to Israel? How does one mesh human responsibility to 
believe and remain faithful with God’s sovereign choice which, according to Romans 8:30, leads to 
glorification at God’s initiative? The key to understanding how God works in human salvation is to 
understand how He has worked, and is working, in the salvation of Israel. 


