March 22, 2026
Group Guide - Participant
Ephesians 4:11–16 - Gifted for the Mission
Introduction
The church is not meant to be a place where a few people do the work while everyone else watches. In this passage, Paul shows us that Jesus has given gifts and leaders to the church so that every believer grows and participates in the mission.
Today we will explore how the church grows when each member plays their role.
Read Ephesians 4:11–16
As you read, notice:
· What Jesus gives to the church
· Why those gifts are given
· What the result should be
Walk Through the Passage
1. What Jesus Gives (vv.11–12)
· What roles does Jesus give to the church?

· What is the purpose of these leaders according to verse 12?

· What does it mean to equip the saints for the work of ministry?
2. The Goal of Maturity (v.13)
· What outcomes does Paul describe for the church?

· What does it look like for believers to grow toward the fullness of Christ?
3. The Danger of Spiritual Immaturity (v.14)
· What picture does Paul give of spiritual immaturity?

· Why do you think people can be easily influenced spiritually today?


4. How the Church Grows (vv.15–16)
· According to verse 15, how should believers relate to one another?

· What happens when each part of the body is working properly?
Reflection
1. Where do people sometimes become spectators instead of participants in the church?

2. What are some signs of spiritual maturity in a believer’s life?

3. Where do you see people being “tossed around” by ideas or beliefs in today’s culture?

4. Why is it sometimes difficult to speak truth and love together?

5. What might it look like for you personally to use your gifts to build up the church?
Closing Thought
Jesus did not design the church to function with a few people doing all the work. He gave leaders to equip the church so that every believer grows and participates in the mission.
When every part of the body is working properly, the church grows and builds itself up in love.
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