
 
PRAYER / Luke 11:5-13 

INTRODUCTION 
Do you tend to think about persistence as a positive or negative quality in a person? Explain. 

Share a time when you were persistent, and it paid off. 

Persistency is a good indicator of desire. The idea of persistency bleeds into all aspects of life—diet, exercise, 
spouse, children, school attendance, work projects, etc. We will persist in these areas to the degree we desire 
real progress and change. The same holds true for our prayer lives. In Luke 11, Jesus spoke on the power of 
persistency and patience in prayer.  

UNDERSTANDING 
READ LUKE 11:5-10. 

What does this parable teach us about communication with God? 

In Luke 11:2-4, Jesus gave the disciples a model for prayer. In doing so, He noted the importance of focusing 
on God’s honor and His kingdom as we pray. He also encouraged the disciples to pray that God would supply 
their daily provisions, forgive their sins, and help them avoid temptation. Beginning in verse 5 Jesus moved 
from modeling what to pray to teaching how to pray. Verses 5-10 can be summed up in one word: 
persistence. We are to pray—and keep praying. 

What’s the connection between patience and persistence in our relationship with God? 

Which do you find harder in prayer, patience or persistence? Explain. 

Our culture is full of people who know what they want—and they want it now! We’re not very good at waiting 
on anything. This impatience tends to carry over into our daily walk with God. We take our needs to God, 
wanting and expecting Him to meet those needs right away. “Fix it now, God!” But Jesus is telling us that God 
doesn’t work that way. Jesus called us to keep asking, keep searching, and keep knocking. 

What keeps us from praying more persistently? 

What did Jesus say the results of asking, seeking, and knocking would be? Share an experience when 
you have found this to be true. 

Do you think there’s a catch to this promise? If so, what? 



God has given us many amazing promises in His Word, but the promise of this passage seems too good to 
be true: If we persistently pursue God, He will not give up on us, and He’ll make us into kingdom people. 
When we’re in the mindset of the kingdom, the things we ask for are the things God wants us to have—things 
that fulfill His good purpose for our lives and this world. Our prayers will focus less on the stuff we need and 
more on the relationship we need with Him. 

READ LUKE 11:11-13. 

Based on these verses, what should give us confidence in God’s answers to our prayers? 

What is the ultimate gift God gives His children, according to verse 13? 

Just as children should expect good gifts from their earthly parents in response to trusting requests, we can 
pray expectantly, knowing our Heavenly Father will give us His best. Jesus promised that the Father will “give 
the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him.” God gives His children His own indwelling presence. His presence in us 
will conform our desires to His desires-and when our desires are His, we can be sure we will receive what we 
ask for.  

Jesus invites us to bring our needs and requests to God through prayer. At times, we will need to keep 
asking, keep searching, and keep knocking. But we can do so in the confidence that, when God answers, He 
will answer out of His infinite goodness. 

APPLICATION 
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives. 

In looking at the prayer Jesus modeled, what three kinds of things did He ask for?  

Jesus laid out three kinds of requests - change the circumstances (bread), change me (forgiveness and 
resisting temptation), and change the world (kingdom come).   

What are some of the things you typically ask for in prayer? What do you think you should start 
praying for? 

What lifestyle changes will you make in order to pray more persistently? What changes will you make 
in order to pray more patiently? 

How can our group hold each other accountable to praying faithfully and praying for the best things? 

PRAYER 
Thank God for His promise to answer those who trust Him enough to keep praying persistently. Pray that God 
would transform your prayer lives, so that your prayers would align with His character and His will. Ask God to 
help your group request good things. Pray for any specific needs that your group has. 

 

 



COMMENTARY 
LUKE 11:5-13 

11:5. Jesus often used narratives to illustrate spiritual principles. Jesus told about a hypothetical man who 
interrupted a friend’s sleep and received what he requested because of his persistence. Offering an imaginary 
situation, Jesus personalized it by including His hearers to heighten the impact. The idea of someone 
approaching a friend at midnight to ask for three loaves of bread may seem improbable to us. Jesus used the 
inconvenience that a late night interruption might produce to make His point about the effectiveness of 
persistency. 

11:6-7. The reason for the unusual request involved a traveler who showed up unexpectedly while on a 
journey. The scene that Jesus set depicts someone traveling, arriving in the town late at night, and needing a 
place to stay and something to eat. Jewish hospitality, as well as the expectations of friendship, required the 
neighbor to provide both. Not having been prepared for company, the neighbor came to his friend, even 
though it was very late, and asked for help. Jesus described the reaction of the awakened friend in terms that 
made his response understandable. He and his family had gone to bed and he did not want anyone to bother 
them. This scene is obviously not completely analogous to prayer in that God does not respond to our prayers 
like someone whose sleep has been interrupted and who does not want to respond. 

11:8. Jesus did not detail the neighbor’s persistence but gave it as the clear reason the friend would get up 
and give him as much as he needs. Again, Jesus was teaching the importance of praying persistently and 
was not giving us a direct portrait of God’s response to our prayers. God does not have to be begged or 
cajoled into answering our prayers. The issue of persistency says more about the sincerity and fervency of the 
one praying than it does about the One who hears the prayer. God does not have to be persuaded to answer 
our prayers before He will give us what we request. Instead, the illustration of persistence in prayer shows our 
dependence on God and our trust that He will grant our requests. 

11:9-10. Jesus closed His object lesson on persistent prayer with an exhortation that disciples should 
continue asking, searching, and knocking that they might receive, find, and have opened. Jesus did not give 
any qualifications concerning the subject of the prayers or the worthiness of the prayerful requests. Instead 
He focused the disciples’ attention on the promise that God hears and answers prayer. By repeating in verse 
10 the same point already made in verse 9, Jesus highlighted the principle of persistent prayer. The use of 
“everyone” indicates the merit of persistent prayer does not depend on the person praying but on the One 
who hears and responds. No one has special power or deserves to get God’s attention more quickly than 
others. The tense of the verb places the emphasis on continued prayer so that every person who keeps on 
asking, searching, and knocking receives the positive response of God. 

11:11-12. Jesus concluded these teachings on prayer by comparing human relationships with those between 
God and believers. Jesus used hyperbole, or deliberate overstatement, to evoke an emotional image in the 
disciples’ minds. Calling on the paternal instinct of a father, Jesus noted that for a loving parent to give a 
dangerous snake or scorpion to a son who requested a fish or an egg would be ridiculous. Jesus knew the 
disciples immediately would see the folly of such a suggestion. The nature of good parents is to care for their 
children and to provide what is needful and desirable. No decent parent would deliberately abuse the trust of 
or harm their children. 

11:13. Jesus drew the emotional net tight by demonstrating the superior care the heavenly Father has for His 
children. Again, Jesus increased the emotional content of the analogy by personalizing the final point. He 
used the phrases “if you” and “your children” to make the hearers examine their hearts and apply love for their 
children to the principle. If they, with their bent toward evil, did well for their children, the Father by comparison 
would do much more. 



Just as children should expect good gifts from their earthly parents in response to trusting requests, we can 
pray expectantly, knowing our Heavenly Father will give us His best. “Give the Holy Spirit” refers to the Spirit’s 
continuing presence and power in believers’ lives. His presence and power assures us we can expect to 
receive that for which we pray. 


